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PREFACE. 


It is ivitli a diffidence which he does not affect, ^indj which h^ 
will not pretend to disguise, that the author of these pages, pre* 
sumes to present himself before the enlightened ^bunal of a 
British public; from the judgment of which he acknowledges much 
to fear, and little to hope. But, with such slight ei^^ims to 
bespeak their attention, when he undertakes to bring before 
them a work of such magnitude, the subject of which can, per¬ 
haps, be interesting only to' a particular class of readers, it 
behoves him to explain the motives that may have urged him 
thus unbidden to obtrude himself into'hotice. 

In conveying the result of his labours to the press, the writer 
of these Memoirs has then been actuated more immediately by 
two considerations ; first, a desire in some shape to supply, 
from the original sources of native historians, what, in early life, 
he has had frequent occasion to lament the absence of; a connected 
relation, with the comparative dates, and within a moderate 
cpmpass, of those events, which, from the obscure recesses of the 
Arabian Peninsula, have extended the laws of the Koran over the 
fairest regions of the ancient world. The second, a repugnance 
to suffer the accumulated memorials of many years of study in a. 
favorite language, to perish without some species of advantage, 
either to himself or to others. Another, though subordinate, yet 
not less essential consideration may, peradventure, be taken' 
into the account; that fatal propensity, that vanity, call it what 
you will, by which many an author has been propelled, however 
humble his pretensions, to enrol himself among the candidates for 
literary reputation. 
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With the exalted name of History, the author would tremble to 
dignify this imperfect and unaspiring performance. That is a 
designation to which it. huts ydry limited claims. If it 

furnishes to the reader what it was intended to supply,—the means 
of occasional reference and information,' without travelling through 
the volpmjnous productions of an extensive library ; the hunibl|i 
object of the writer's ambition, that of being moderately useful, 
will be alblundantly gratified. Nevertheless, how far his purpose 
may be in any respe^ attainable by this hazardous appeal to the 
public, the issue of the ex^riin,ent, to which he looks with submis-. 
sivc resignation, can alone determine^ 

It appears, in the mean time, a necessary preliminary, that ibe^ 
reader should be advertised, on the part of the author, that hi& 
researches will be diredled, and Jiis obje<^t in general coiifineth 
to trace the progiess of Mabommedan grandeur, as it shifted its 
position from its parent seat of Medeinah, first to Kufali, and next 
to the envied and luxuriant region of Damascus ; from thence ta 
Baghdad and the banks of the Tigris ; to Tebreiz, or Tauris, Sul-i 
tauniahand Herat: and ultimately to the Indus, and the banks of 
the Ganges. The sqene of those transacSlions which lie has 
essayed to delineate, will accordingly be laid for the most part in 
the regions extending from the river Oxiis to the peninsula of 
Arabia, and from the Ganges to the shores of the Mediterranean^ 

With the establishment of the Othmanlu, or Ottoman Seljucides,^ 
and the subversion of the throne of Constantine, for very obvious 
reasons, the author has not i^lt it expedient to interfere. The 
subjc6l is already before the jpublic from a quarter which he would 
in vain attcmpCto emulate. Neither was it possible, within the 
limits prescribed to his plan, to enter at large into the history of 
those subordinate, though powerful dinasties, which alternately 
laid waste by their ambition, and embclli.shed by tlieir talents and 
^liberality, the noble provinces of the Persian empire. These 
would indeed, of themselves, furnish ample materials for ail ela<« 
borate, and, perhaps, instructive perfonnance# 
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♦ Ctoe'important omission it will perhaps be difficult to account 
fbr» without submitting to somo refledlions rather humiliating to 
the author. On penisal ofthevolumeahefore him, it will unavoid-^ 
ably occur to the oriental reader, that the imperial house of Sefly 
has been entirely excluded from the recital. The truth is, that 
irom a deiicieucy in hiS stock of materials, independent of his 
unwillingness to engage further in an undertaking already beyond 
the scope of his ability, the author's original plan was designed to 
terminate with the reign of Shah Rokh : but the suggestions of 
an eminent Persian scholar, combined with very natural local 
predile6lions of his own, prevailed with him to extend his memori¬ 
als to the establishment of that branch of the house of Teymur, 
the faded remnant of which still continues to be exhibited on the 
throne of Dehly, deriving its only support from the generous 
Influence of British magnanimity. 

If, in point of orthography, these pages should be fbund to 
differ in some instances from more respectable authorities, the 
reader may be assured that the author has not deviated from ordi¬ 
nary practice, but where his compliance would have been attended 
with a total dereliction of confirmed opinions, established on experi¬ 
ence and local observation. A residence of nearly four and twenty 
years in the East, had furnished frequent occasion of surprise at 
the negligence and w'ant of precision, with which the names of 
places and persons are too often transferred from their native 
idiom into the European languages ; insomuch as to ix^nder it, 
not unfrequently on the spot,almost impossible to recognize their 
identity. This circumstance, at an early period, determined the 
author, in his memoranda, to preserve the recoUeClion of, by 
transferriiig, the original as far as possible, tlirough the corres¬ 
ponding letters of the English alphabet. 

In many cases, as might have been expeCled, this has, however 
proved impracticable, without giving to his nomenclature aa 
appearance altogether grotesque and preposterous. In the vowel 
for example, the author has times out of number, when ic 
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occurred in Asiatic names, as transferred through European chat- 
a(!:^ers, been at a loss to distinguish, whether it Was intended to 
produce the sound which it conveys in burden, Busiris, of 
bullet. As a jiative of the principality of Wales, lie found a sub¬ 
stitute, which would, in a great measure, have served to remove 
the embarrassment; but though he could have appealed to the 
respecitable authority of that inimitable scholar. Sir William Jones, 
(the Corypheusunquestionably oforiental literature) for his warrant, 
the author has forborne to obtrude upon the public the practice or 
speculations of an unknown and obscure individual ; particularly 
when he came to refledl that, tliough familiar to one fifteenth, it 
would have been perliaps unintelligible to the remaining fourteen 
parts of the population of the united kingdom. 

To obviate however any difficulty on this subjedt, the following 
simple rules are submitted to the reader, as illustrative of the 
author’s system of pronunciation. 

A before i to be oronouiiceil as in r/ir. e, t;. Komisli. 

A bcf«>re y, as in /itxf, e. g. Meda^^oin, KbaUiv. 

/£ before /, >19 dt>uble e in .ydeeu, e. g. Moumenoin. 

J£ before y, as in eye, e. g. I'eyinAr, lIAsseyne, Neysiiapur. 

.tl or d tliiis superscribed, broad as in all, e. g, 1 lerat, Haghdud, 
d superscribed in the same manner, as in//^//, e. g, 

Abu lltikker, not Abtw IJeker. 

Murad, uol Mewrad. 

and Murshud lv(dy,ytfi- Moorslied Kooly. 

When the caret is r>mitted, u is to be pronounced as in bitrdcjf, 
buskin, sjmr, &c. 

f,h is intended to convey a guttural souml like the Greek letter 
as pronounced by the generality of Welshmen—e.g, Kbaleifah, 
Khaled, Khauii or Khiln. 

The above summary explanations on the threshold of his book, 
^the author trusts will be acceptable to the reader, as calculated 
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to expedite his progress through the multiplied variety of uncouth, 
mid unsightly names which must unavoidably meet, and perhaps 
oliend his eye in every page of the performance. 

It becomes, in the last place, necessary to apprize the reader that 
as this volume commences with the eighth year, and concludes 
with the subversion of the house of Ommcyab, in the one hun¬ 
dred and thirty-second of the Hid jerah ; so the second volume will 
commence with the accession of the house of Abbas, and terminate 
with the deatli of Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir, the Eylekhaunian, in the 
early part of the 81*2 th oftlie Hidjerah; and the third volume will com¬ 
mence with the early history of the Tcheghatayan brnneh of the 
descendants of yengueix, the immediate ancestors of 7>> w/?r,and 
close with the accession of Akbar, in the nine hundred and sixty- 
third of the same sera, the l5.V>th of Christ ; each distindUy com¬ 
prizing withiti itself a separate portion of oriental history, and all 
togetlier embracing a period little short of ten centuries. 

Where jx;rspiciiity and fidelity of narration ; where the desire 
of preserving the spirit, without copying too servilely, or deviating 
too remotely ^ m the character of the originals, have been the 
objects which uniformly governed his pen, the author may still 
he expected to account forthe inequality, and deficiency of style,and 
composition, which will, doubtless, in too many instances, be found 
to blemish or cast a shade upon his labours : it therefore remains* 
for him to state that they were prosecuted at very distant intervals; 
under circumstances strangely diversified, and sometimes extremely 
embarrassing. If the profession of arms were indeed any longer 
an apology for defeats in literature, the author, as a soldier, 
deplorably but not dishonorably scarred in the service of his 
country, might perhaps proclaim it as his passport to the indul¬ 
gence of a candid and enlightened public, for the numerous 
imperfedifions of the work now before them : imperfections, of 
which, even if they were beauties, he can, however, with honest 
truth allege, that they are exclusively his owii» for although the 
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reader’s applause would he to him tiie noblest compensation^ 
})c scorns to erc£l his claim to that applause on the basis of 
vsurreptitious fame. 

7"'Iicsc ack now leJt^cd ini perfections were, perhaps, amply siiffi-* 
rient to deter the writer of these sheets from presuming to pro¬ 
duce a blush in tile cheek of any friend, by associating bis name 
with tlie fate of such a performance. Yet, he has not been able 
to resist the desire to avail himself of an opportunity, the only 
one that lias ever occurred, to record liis lasting esteem for the 
virtues, and his gratitude for the early encouragement aflfiirded to 
an unpatronized soldier, whose misfortunes were hi.s only recom¬ 
mendation, by him wluiso eminent service.s to his country are 
best known, and can bo best appreciated by tliose who bad 
the luippiiiess to attest them, in tlie midst of established prejudices, 
and inveterate antipathies ; vvliich his conciliatory demeanor, and 
infie.\ible integrity were perhaps alone competent to overcome. 

It is then with equal pride and pleasure in the recollection, and 


apprcliension for the result, that 
characters of Sir Charles Warre 


tlie author proceeds to trace the 
Mulct’s respected ii.ime ; whose 


patronage would rellecl honor on merit far above the humble 
pretensions of the writerof these pages ; andwdlose manly qualifica¬ 
tions, w'hose solid and extensive acquirements w'ouldshed a lustre 
upon any rank orst..tion, liowevcr exalted. Happv for the world 
if the .‘^ame inflexible integrity, the satne undevlating aJiKrcnce 
tu the eternal principles oj truth and justice, which distuuv’ ished 
hi.s conduct, had animated the c.xei cions of the diplomatists of tfiik 
and ev'cry other age. 


R»rrKHc»cr, Apnl 12, I8tl* 
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THinTV »»“*£*rn to thr niiinTv MfvrMH or tmr ftinjrn/'.H. 

Rpipn of /Mly i-Dn liujfd, rracticc-:, ol Ma>OAviaii in i nUr to snongilmii hisi party ; and In 
partlculnr to evtcnJ Ijls inOucncu into H« MuvcftU m l>i'in^,in^ Kf^’-s the gover¬ 

nor of that ]>ro\ Ince viikder tin* tiu>>j>i«.-iuns t>r , by whom hu is iii'.prov uleiilly super- 
{F'cicJ, and Mahoinnivd tlio s >ii of Al'U Biikk'-i in bis luoin. pUrdierpioceed- 

int;s ol'Mniiwciali in Sytia tit i-. joiiifil b\ Amtii. Mdlek Ashtur v\ iiJi a division oltlio 
Troojis of Ally, e\p»'I-. the oflii-tM's of ciali fiom •Icz/'.eirali, the higher M<'sojH>taiiiia, 

Ally prepares to oppose m poison the fuitln-r nsur|’aiions of Mauweiah in that cpiarter. 
Previous cnires]>ondencu with that ehieftain. Jts natiiroand itlliniate failure. Maiiweiah 
is foiled in his eiidcnt ours to gain over the ehief eiti^cn-s ol JVledeinah. I'oiilcience 
hoLw'ceri hi n and Amiu, whoiji he engages to lestore to the inde[)eiident gov eminent uf 
I'.gypt. ^lutual preparations lor Itostiliiy • Ally assembles his aiiny at Niukheiluh* He 
marches ftorn tbencv to reciosa the K.uphrales at Itakkah. Ills advanced gnaid under 
Ma'itk Ashtur .siiccessfiilly engages that of Mauwciah. 'I'lie lattei encamps at Selleiiie, 
llie Campiis Hnrhriiieiis of the BjKaiitine historians. Ally pitohe> his ramp in the same 
fjeighhou’hood Hiscovcis th.ii his advcisaiy had intercepted his eommuineation with the 
Kupliiate.s. Malck Ashtiir di.slodgeh the division pitsted foi that pmjxkse, aii«i si.>eures the 
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and con.sents to admit of an unrnolosied eummiinieatiun with the liver for boiii partie.s. 
Manweiah ne\t ciuleavouis to cm otV liu* .suppliis coming from Jiak, and is paitially suc¬ 
cessful. But the detachment etniilojed on tins service is subseqiieiitiv tlefeaied by one ivf 
Ally’s captains. Further attempts at negociation prevums lo ilie liiml hostilities on tlio 
plains ol Seft'eine. - -- -- -- - g.jg 
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(flUy refuses to subscribe. iLstiniatcd losses sustained during the war. Ally wsthdraws 
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his wife, the mother of KhAled. - - - - , 
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of Ibrauhim Malek Ashtur. Omar or Amru the son of Sauid, governor nf Damascus, 
avaUs himself of tlie absence of Abdulm^lek to revolt. That prince submits to be reco»’ 
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CHRONOLOGICAL RETROSPECT 

OF THE 

FBINCIFAJL EVENiS 

OF 

Mahommedan History^ 

&c. 


CHAP. r. 

AT there existed in the genius of Maiioinmedism something cal- 
JL cuUited to inspire the most powerful energies and exertions, has been 
loo vvidi ly and fearfully exemplified in the unjKiralleied success of its 
votaries, to be made a (juestion of. But without conceding too far to the 
o])iuions of some very distinguished modern authorities on the subject, 
thi’iv are, in the experience of succeeding ages, sufficient grounds for the 
belief, tliat its early and rapid advancement is to hr ascribed, in an e([ual 
•<legree, to the degenerate spirit of its opposers, and to the already corruptecL 
state of Christianity in the sixth and seventh centuries. If indeed the 
gospel of*peace and benevolence, delivered in spotless purity,by a mild 
lledeemer, for the welfare and happiness of mankind, had even at that 
priiod, through human folly and depravity,suffered adeplorable perversion; 
il‘tin; minds of men were become already unhinged and embittered by 
acrinum'oiis <-onlroversies, by impious, unavailing, and contradictory 
attempts to analyze those mysterious pro]iorties of the Divine nature, so 
far beyond the scopt* of the human faculties to coinjirehend ; if the sole 
olijeet of pure and rational devotion had been in a manner lost sight of, 
through the degrading substitution of image worship; “through the cloud 
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“of martyrs, saints and angels, interposed before the throne of Omnipo¬ 
tence It is almost impossible to avoid the infcreiico, that, in the state of 
jgnoraiiee, which liicn generally pervaded the mass of society, the world 
was sudicjcntly predisposed to embrace any change or innovation that 
might he recommended for its adoption, under the inlluence of superior 
talents, and a plausible exterior (d'sanctity. The surprise will therefore 
cease, that with endowments of no ordinary stamp, and with the iinit»-d 
aid of fraud and violence, the self-commissioned and aspiring legislator of 
the Arabs should have succeeded in ingraltiug on the minds of his unin¬ 
formed, hut ardent, countrymen, together with the sublime and eternal 
truth, that there is only one God, an acquiescence at least, if not a belief, 
in the unconnected rhapsodies of the Koran; and in the fiction, necessary, 
])crhaps to the establishment of his doctrines, and not less to the views of 
ambition, that he was the Apostle of Ciod. 

It would be foreign to the design of these pages to delineate the numer¬ 
ous artifices, devised by the Arabian jirophet, to acquire that unhoundi'd 
ascendancy, which he is known to have established over the minds of his 
followers ; to lay the foundation of that treni'^ndoiis system of enthusiasm, 
which triumphed for a lime over the sacred hamu'is of the cross ; which 

scared the Roman eagh' irom tiu' lowers of the city of ('onstaiitme ; and 

which, had it not hemi seasonably arrested on the hanks of the Loire, just 
one hundred years after the death of its author, by that providence which 
directed the battle axe of (’harlcs Martel, would, to borrow for once the 
glow'ing language of the eh>qiient Gibbon, peradveiiture long since have 
Toared the emerald standard of the race of h'atiinaon the pinnacles of Saint 
Paul’s cathedral.* 

A. Hiiljera* Yet in •tracing the early causes which unhappily tended to educe the 

Vlll. ferocious enthusiasts, whose history we propose': to attempi, beyond the 

A. D. t'GO. of tiip desert, it may he, nevertheless, necessary to recur to the i ightli 

lloviziit year of Mahomincd’s exile from his native city of JVlekkah, corresponding 
usbuffa. to the six hundred and twenty-ninth of the Christian aira; when that 
formidable adventurer was provoked inlo hostilities with the troops of 
Heraclius, the emperor of the east: hostilities, which arc alleged to have 
been produced by an ^ct of unwarrantable violence, committed on the 

• The reader may refer on ihrs, subject with advantage to Gibbon’s decline and fall of the 
Jloman empire, and to Sale’s preliminary discourse. 
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pei’son of Haretli,j:lie son of Ararili, of the tribe of Ezd, one of his emissar¬ 
ies, employed to* convey a letter to the governor of Bosra, a well known 
town ill the Syrian territtjry, south of Damascus. This man being inter¬ 
cepted on his arrival at Mfltah, an obscure place in the district of Belka, 
in the same territory, and avowing the object of his journey, was put to 
death by order of Sherheil, the chief of the Arabian and Christian tribe of 
Gliassan, at this period presiding over Damascus, on the part of Hcraclius, 
by whom tiie pro\ince had been recently recovered from the Persians. 

This circumstance, thon?h probably in it'^elf no more than the well 
merited punishment of an incendiary, the harbinger of sedition and revolt, 
has, by the oriental historians, been recorded as the only solitary instance 
in which any of the prophet’s messengers was known to have suffered death; 
and it was accordingly sufficient to excite in Mahomtned, then at Medei- 
nah, the asylum of his exile, the most violent indignation : and he hastened 
to demand of his followers, witiiout delay, their concurrence lo avenge the 
iiisulr. A detachineiit of three thousand men, untler the immediate corn- 
inand of his servant Z('id. the son ofjfun'th, with reversion in case of 
dc'afh to Ins coMsiii Janll’cr, the brother of Ally, and another of his captains, 
Aluliilliih Koiialiah, Avas, Avithout much diliieulty, assembled for the ser¬ 
vice; and as it Avas the first 4n which tin \ were employed beyond tin- 
Arabian territory, lie is said, in the farewcl addo’ss to his troops, ascribed 
lo limi on this occasion, tolnu'c enjoined them in their exertions, in what 
he Avas pleased to denominate, the cause of I lie most high, ami in aveng¬ 
ing the injuiy wliicli he had sustained from their enemies, the people of 
Syria, to forbear molesting the harmless votaries of doim’stic seclusion; to* 
spare the Aveaker sex. the infant at tlie breast, and the aged already 
hastening from this .scene, of mortality ; to abstain from demolishing the 
dAvellings of the unresisting inhabitants, and from the mutilation and dcs- 
tniction of any species of fruit tree, particularly of the palm, so necessary 
to the sustenance of men and animals residing under the influence of a 
binning sun. 

On intelligence of the approach of these fierce and exasperated invaders, 
one of the brothers of Sherheil, at the head of fifty men, Avas emjiloyed to 
observe their motions and discover their force. But this small detach- 
incMt. imexpecledly failing in with the enemy, and its coniiiiandei* being 
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A.H.vni. killed, Sherlii'il was seized with a panic ; .and retiring«iWithin cover of his 
A. 1). (i2‘\ easties, dispaU'lied to sulieit speedy and powerful aid ffoni his soveroi£?n, 
JU)uziit who resided at this period in the ndjoinin,!' territory of Delka. Ileraclius 
jihsufli. aware of tins advantages of early support, diil not delay to lurnish the 
rcinforcenicnts required by his gcMieral, who found himself in a short time 
profligionsly superior to the Mosslems ; if excess of numbers c{»uld in any 
way be accounted superu'r to an enemy, in whose heart the fear of death 
had been in a great measure obliterated, by the prospective glories and 
rewartls of martyrdom. 

In the neighbourhood of the village of Mutali, as if their footsteps had 
been eonducted by destiny, to signalize tlicir vengeance on the very spot 
on which the insult had been c*fferetl to the dignity of their prophet, this 
band ot zealots, found themselves in the presence of the ciietiiy ; at first 
sight they appear to have been considerably staggered at the tremcn<loiis 
odds, against wJiicli they were proceeding to contend, it being snggest<’d 
by tlie more eonsidcTate .nmmig them, that it would be priulont to wail for 
aid, or further orders from Medeinali. 'Fhe enthusiasm of Abdullah llou- 
ahah succeeded, however, in dispelling their fears, and in rcconcilmg their 
minds to the alternatue of vielorv or numolation. An aetion immediately 
ensued, in which'/eid, the general of the Mosslems, boldly ad\anring the, 
standard of Mahornmed, was among the first that fell, lie was suoeei ded 
in the post of danger and command by Jan tier, the son of Abfurdel), the 
prophet’s cousin, and the brother of his fawirite son in law and earliest 
proselyte. This brave chief, iiaving lost both his arms sneeessivelv, and 
continuing nevertheless to embrace the snered standard to his bosom, also 
fell covered witVi wounds. Abdullah llonaliah then a^snnled rh«‘ eomrnand, 
and soonrafterwards obtained what he eagerly scmglit for, a glorious diMtli 
in what he conceived to be the cause of truth and jusiict*. 

The nniti'tl voice of his associates in danger, now called iifion Khfded, 
the son ol Tl Widid, though yet a youth,* and in the first year of Ins eon. 
version, to conduct their cU’orts. Confusion, had however, liy this lime, so 

* Siionly after this period, when the trof>i)s of Mahornmed were proccudiiiu; to the ri-<luc- 
tion of Mekkah, an<l dclilmj; hefore Ahii Stjlt'cyaii, the latter expresbcd his surpiise that the 
advanced j^uaid, consibting of a thousand men, should be entrusted to sucli a sriiplmj.';, as 
* Ahaled then apjieaied lo be; and yet khaled v\as long bince cunsideied a brave and 
diced olficcr, and niubt have been much older than is here intimated. 
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widely pervaded the ranks of the Mossletns, that, in spite of the remon¬ 
strances and the exaiiiplc of their intrepid leader, they would most proba¬ 
bly have been entirely destroyed, but for the seasonable iiitorvcntioti of 
night: nevertheless, the ensuing morning, when the action was renewed, 
K haled, by a skilful change of disposition which he bad executed during 
the night, contrived to impose upon his adversaries the belief that he had 
been reinforced. Front which they derived so great a panic, that they 
shamefully abandoned the field of battle, to an almost incredible disparity 
of number; it being asserted that th re were on this occasion, no less than 
one hundred thousand of the Syrian and Homan troops opposed to three 
thousand only of these bold and energetic enthusiasts. 

Oil this oeeasion, we are seriously told by the Mahommcdaii writers, 
that providt'iiee interposed to annihilate the distance between Mutah and 
Medeinah, in order to bring the occurrences of the field of battle under the 
immediate view of the projiliet. lii other words, on a curtain or sheet, 
which he caused to be extended before him, Maliommed protended to 
olisiTvc tin* progress of the action, the easualties of \\ Inch, he recited, in the 
order in wlin li they oeeurn’d, to his coiTi])aniniis, on the spot, three «lays 
belore any intelligeiiee of tlie victory was supposed to have reached 
Medeiuaii. The exertions of Klirded were considered so far to surpass the 
oidiiiiiry energu s oi human prowess, that he received from the ])iopliet 
the ajipellatioii of Seyf Ullah, or sword of (jod, which he ever afterwards 
retiiined. Aiul to console the aillit'ted relatives of his kiiisinan Jauller, he 
represented that, in paradise, in exchange for the arms which he had k»st, 
he had been fiiriiislied w ith a pair of wings, resplendent with the blushing 
glories of the ruby, and v> illi wbieli he was become the inseparable com¬ 
panion of the andiangel tiiibriel, in Ins volitatioiis tlirougli the regions of 
» N riial bliss. 1 leiiee, in the catalogue tif the martyrs, he has been clenorn- 
inati (I .h iilfer teyaiir, the w'iiiged JaiillVr. Hut it would be endless to 
emiiiinaU’ the (ietions imposed by tins extraordinary man on the credulity 
of Ins lollowers. 

possessed of a victory, wbicli, the most desperate valour could alone 
have given him any pretensions to expect, Iviiaied had the pnnience to 
rcinani satisfied with tin; glory of chasing from the field of buttle, an 
enemy so far superior, without ha/ardiiig the precarious eoiitingeiieies of a 
distant pursuit. He appears, accordingly, to have conducted his victorious 
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.i.I!. VTri. (lotarl inrsit iioni^djatcly bark to Mofleinab; cakins?, however, an opporhi* 
A. 0. iiity, on Ins t<*Un'ii, to cliasti/o tlio ‘;avrisoii of one of the castles or forti* 

Hmizii: fu ll posts on tin; roiilines of Syria, by whom, during its march towards 

ii..iifta J'lintali, a soldier o| the dctarlnurnt had boon put to death. 

llaviiii;, with little opposition, clk'cted the conquest of Mckkah, during 
the inoniliot Kamzaun, of the i'i:;lith year of the tlid jera, anil escaped the 
A.n.' <[1. most nniuincnt jxTsonal daneor in the snhseqnont battle of lloneyne, in 
mHih).>oiIi at llij, [if-iij of his advanced ^nard, Klialed had suffered hniisolf to 

\ i) ( '0 he completely surprised, the views of Mahornnied,i)n his return in tiiiimpk 
.I'liuiiiv. Medelnuh, at the close of the yeai, became, us may be imagined, with 
his |)o\v(:r and u'putatii>n thus a(igint'nt<'d, eoiisiderahly enlarged; and in 
the jiride and exultation of recent sucees'., his mind may liavc been the 
more easily wrouglit upon, to set on foot a second expedition against liie 
territories ol the (ireek enijieror. I’o sncli m enlerprix:e lie is lioaevei 
said to have bnai further stimidated by a vai iely of reasons ; anioni; 
others, the Karvuunsor Caravans, fnjiu Syria, trading vvitli the Arahs, had 
circulated reports that lleraelins or Jlerknl, vvJiieh is the name he beais with 
the Asiatii s, was assomhlmg a force, for tlie purpose ol attacking Inni iu 
Ins sacred retreat at jMedemah, invited by the letters of the Ar.ibian 
Christians, wherein they represented the feeble state to wbicli, in conse¬ 
quence of a severe scarcilv, the self inspired projihet and lus associates 
were reduced, and the facility willi which, at such a crisis, Ins jiow.t 
might he destroyed. On the other hand, this second enterprize has been 
ascrilu'd to the crafty insinuations of the .lews, who urged him to the eon- 
ipiest of Syria, as an argument of the truth of his divine mission, wlneli 
could not be more pow'erfully evinced than by its manifestation in the 
ptuMdijU' land of prophecy, and the destined scene, on winch were to be. 
displayed the aweful terrors of tinal indgnicnt. 

Till* historian is, however, dispo.-'cd to tliink, that some more iiowerful 
motive than tin: latter imist have prevailed upon the propliet, to niiderlakc 
an enterprize ufMicIi magnitude, contrary to the inclinations of the inajor- 
jty of liis Ibllowcrs; and in .sjiitc of the violent repugnance whieli they 
expressed to engage m such an adventure, before lliey had seemed their 
harvest, and tlie fruits of their mijc and date plantations, in such 
a season of scarcity, and w'illi the obvious hazard of perishing airioin’; 

♦ h<‘ sandsof the desert tlirough tvaiit of water. Jt is at the saine tune a 
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mere efntjeetiire, that he* rniijlit have conceived the design of alleviating 
the horrors of lainine* in the fertile region of Damascus, and of anticipating 
the attack of Jleraclins, to whom rumour had already joined several of the 
Christian tribes of Arabia. 

Be this however as it may, the prophet was not to be dissuaded from his 
resolution hy any eonsiderauon, and he accordingly summoned his asso- 
eiates to aid him in the equipment of the expedition, and in the relief of 
those distresses under which the poorer orders of their fellow citizens were 
then siitfermg; the meek and unassuming Ahu Bnkker set the example 
of liberality, by eonsigiiing the whole of his property to support the expe¬ 
dition. Omar contributed tbe moiety of ins possessions, and Othmaii gave 
tliree linndred camels eonipletely equip)>ed, together with a thousand 
pieces of gold. Others subscribed in proportion, and not a few of the 
women made a sacrifice of their jewels, to bear a part in the charge. 
B\ these means, an army amounting, on the lowest computation, to thirty 
fhonsainl men, collected from among the proselytes of Arabia, was assem- 
bletl with snllicieiit speed in sight of Mcdeinah, of whom ten thousand 
■wivf'd on horseback, wilh an ciiuipment of twelve thousand camels foi 
the purposes of war and the conveyance of baggage. Of this force, the 
immediate coinmaiid, together with the principal standard, was entrusted 
to Aliii Bukkor; Ally having been reluctantly compelled to remain in 
charge of Meileiivah. Kln'iled, as on sc'veral former oceasions, was placed 
aP the head of the advanced guard ; and Telhali, the son of Abdullah, and 
Ahdurraihman, the son of Ouflj and brother of Othman, conducted the 
right and left wings respectively. 

Thus formidably accompanied, the Arabian prophet marched from 
Mcdeinah towards the Syrian territory ; but on the very first stage was 
destined to experience the most mortifying defection among his followers: 
his friends, the Jews, being the foremost to set the example. Abdullah, ihc 
son of Abi Saloiil, deriding the folly and presumption of a man, who could 
so lightly engage in a contest with the unknown and incalculable mniti- 
tildes of the yellow race, did not scruple to foretel that both lie and the 
infatuated associates of his rashness would lx; made prisoners, and disLri • 
billed as slaves to the remotest parts of the earth. The succeeding stages 
furnished Mahommed with a renewal of the same mortifying reports ; 
his luliovvers abaiidoiied him in v,^hole divisions, though he uifccted to 
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A.H. TX. make liglil of the natter with the obserration, that jf there bad been but 
A. D. ( 530 . a particle of virtue in the composition of the wretched deserters, their des- 
Ro„xHt would unquestionably have led them to share his fortunes, 
ussuffa. However, these comparatively trivial disappointments were obliterated 
by the fiercer distresses of hunger and thirst, which he was soon after 
compelled to endure in the horrors of the desert, from which, it would 
seem, the patronage of the angel Gabriel did not extend to relieve him. 
Such indeed were the extremities to which his army were reduced in their 
march on this occasion, that they fed on the most putrid and loathsome 
substances, and killed their camels* in order to derive from the precarious 
moisture retained in the stomach of that useful animal, the means of pre¬ 
serving life. But the purposes for which Mahoinmed and his fierce asso¬ 
ciates had been raised into notice, were not yet accomplished. After 
enduring every species of distress and hardship incident to the journey of 
such a multitude through the desert, in the parching heats of summer, 
and in a season of uncommon drought, they contrived at last to reach the 
station of Tabouk, described to have been either a small town, or castle, 
or well, it is not determined which, on the confines of Syria, and from 
which, as it there terminated, this bootless expedition was destined to 
find its name. 

It is scarcely possible to conceive that Mahommed, either from his own 
experience, or from the information of others, could have been ignorant 
of the difficulties with which he must have been assailed in this marcli, 
which carried him only a few days journey from Medeinali. The dangers 
of ihe desert, and the nature of them must hav** been perfectly familiar to 
the Arabs of Medemah, whose intercourse with Damascus and the other 
towns of Syria, appears to have been by no means unfrequent or unusual; 
it is therefore not easy to conjecture by what motives he could have been 
actuated to engage his people in such a inarch, and at such a seasfui, in 
contradiction to their earnest solicitations, and to every maxim of prudence, 
unless it was in (lunislmieiitof his own and the sins of his followers. With 
the protcetion of his guardian angel, his usual sagaciry indeed seems also 
lo iiavc abandoned him on this occasion. 

’ * Is. i !iu\ve\cr not in general coaceived that an Arab would die ofhun^'.cr when he could 
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At any rate, his su6fering8 during this ilUadvised and ill-eoneerted exeur- 
sion, appear for the present to have extinguished his ardor for military 
glory. During an interval of two months, in which he found it necessary 
to remain at this place, to recruit and recover the exhausted strength and 
spirit of his army, he at last discovered, that the rumors of the emperor^s 
hostile views, which had brought him from Mcdeinah, were groundless. 
He therefore condescended to summon a council of war to advise upon 
his further proceedings. Before his assembled chiefs, who met him on the 
occasion, he acknowledged, in reply to a question from Omar, that in the 
present undertaking, he was not acting under the influence of his divine 
legation ; that if he were, he should not have troubled them for their 
advice. Upon this, Omar began to expatiate upon the formidable strength 
and resources of the Roman empire in the cast, intimating, what appeared 
with him a consideration of some imj^ortance, that among the myriads 
which would be embattled to oppose him, //jere zoas mitfet one convert to 
the truth; and he finally advised, that ail further prosecution of the enterprize 
should be suspended until the ensuing year, when the terrors of his name 
'wouki have time to operate upon the minds of the enemy; that his approach 
thus far, was sufficient to lay in their hearts the seeds of alarm, and that 
he should for the present be satisfied with this leflection. Omar, therefore, 
no longer hesitated to propose an immediate return to Medeinah : a pro¬ 
posal which, as it concurred with his own opinion, and was probably the 
result of previous concert between* them, he carried into immediate 
execution. 

That he might not however appear to return without having derived 
some species of advantage from the expedition, he thought fit, while he 
still remained in his camp at Tabouk, to employ Khaled with a troop of 
four hnndred and twenty horse, in an attempt to surprise the fortress of 
Doumut-ul jundul. To the inadequacy of this detachment, adventurous as 
he was, Khaled at first objected, but he was ultimately satisfied by the 
prophets prediction of the very means by which the chief would be tbrow'n 
into his hands. Accordingly, while the chief of Doumut-ul jundul was 
engaged, without suspicion of danger, in chace of a wild ox, and by his 
eagerness in the pursuit of which, he had been drawn from the gates of his 
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A. H. IX. castle, he fell, as Mahommed is said to have predicte(J, into the hands of 
KhaJed’s troops. The latter was, at the same time, authorized to release 
Houzut and continue to him the possession of his fort, for a ransom which consisted 
ussuflffi. of two thousand camels, eight hundred horses, four hundred spears, and 
four hundred coats of mail. 

To this expedition, it may be curious to add, the historians of Mahom< 
medanism have ascribed one important result, which we cannot properly 
be here withheld from relating. “ When Heraclius,” they state, “ was 
apprized of Mahommed's arrival at Tabouk, he employed a person of the 
“ Arabian tribe of Ghassan to explore the camp of the iiiVaders, and to 
bring him as circumstantial an account as possible, of the appearance 
“ and demeanor of this new prophet. Tiic emissary, thus employed, gave 
“ to Hcraclius, on his return, so convincing a report on these particulars, 
that he immediately convened his ministers and principal nobility, and 
“ proposed to them to abandon the faith of their ancestors, in exchange 
“ for the doctrines of the Koran. But the Rftraian council receiving this 
“ proposal with an indignation which menaced the subversion of his throne, 
“ the emperor desisted from liis design, although in private he embraced 
“ Isslaum, and thus ensured his eternal happiness.” An assertion, which 
stands on grounds so very questionable, that, without some motive more 
powerful than is here pereeivcablc to ordinary understandings, and without 
assigning to the subject of it a greater share of credulity and flexibility of 
principle than commonly falls to the lot of human weakness, it will be 
impossible to aflbrd it the slightest credit. 

Such ill substance, at all events, appears to have been the termination 
of the last military adventure in which Mahommed is represented to have 
borne a personal share; for having regained Medetnah in safety from this 
perilous expedition, he there continued during the greater part of the year 
ten, (for that reason denominated the year of arrivals) providing for the 
reception of those multitudes, which from all parts now thronged toembrace 
his doctrines; while his son in law and kinsman Ally skirted the borders of 
Arabian Irak, and traversed Yemen, to prosecute the work of conversion 
by the more convincing argument of the sword. During part of this ser- 
. vice it was thought expedient to place Khaled under the orders of Ally; 
when bis untractable spirit unfolded itself in such early and determined 
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disobedience, that he drew upon himself the severe displeasure of* his 
illustrious commander. For this he attempted to retaliate, by transmitting 
to the prophet, against Aliy, a charge of undue appropriation of the spoil; 
particularly in the instance of a female captive, whom he had selected to 
console himself in his absence from the divine Fatima. The result of this 
accusation, however, was to establish more decidedly the authority of Ally; 
the prophet expressly declaring him in all respects entitled to the same 
privileges with himself; as of all the community of believers, he pronounced 
him to be the best; cautioning the bearer of the accusation, as he hoped 
to avert the wrath of heaven, to banish those sentiments of animosity, 
which he seemed disposed to entertain towards this distinguished favorite. 

The remaining incidents of the life of Mahommed which it may be 
necessary to select, will be comprised in a few sentences. On the twenty- 
fifth day of the month of Zikaudah, accompanied by a train of proselytes, 
from all parts of Arabia, to the number of one hundred and fourteen thou¬ 
sand persons, he quitted Medoinah to give to his followers bis last lessons 
in the ceremonies of the visitation to Mekkah ; the particulars of which, 
as they may piove interesting to some readers, though to others imma¬ 
terial, shall be transferred to a note at the conclusion.* 

On his return from Mekkah on this occasion, the prophet’s demeanor 
with respect to Ally, (l»y whom he had been previously joined during his 
performance of the sacred ceremonies) gave indications sufficiently strong 
of the person whom he designed to succeed him, at least in the reverence 
and esteem of his disciples; if not in all the honors of temporal power. 
At the conclusion of one of the stages of his journey, and under the sha¬ 
dow of a grove of trees, at Azzir Khum, having caused a sort of tribunal to 
be formed with the furniture of his camels, and summoned the observant 
multitude to attend him, he ascended this, with Ally on his right hand; and 
addressing the assembly, he first demanded, if they considered any thing 
more valuable than life ? They told him, in reply, that with them God 
and his prophet were dearer than life, or any other consideration. He 
proceeded to say then, that to all to whom he was truly dear. Ally, the son 

* Vide note A at the end of this volume. 
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A. H. X. of Abitauleb, must be equally so. He then stretched his hand to place 
A. D. 632. j^i]y higher up on the tribunal, in doing which, the fatter set his foot on 
Rouzut the prophet’s knee. Resuming his address, the prophet now said, that as 
ussuftil. many in this great assembly as acknowledged himself for sovereign lord, 
would not fail to offer the same acknowledgements to Ally. He now 
addressed himself solemnly to Heaven, calling upon God to befriend 
that man who was the friend of Aliy, and to be the eternal enemy of those 
who were hostile to his cause. After this he returned to his tent, 
directing Ally to repair to his own, whjther the whole assembly were en¬ 
joined to meet and offer him their congratulations on this public and solemn 
designation of his appointment to succeed. Among those who pre¬ 
sented themselves to Ally on this occasion, the name of Omar is particularly 
distinguished, as having been foremost to salute him on the happy event 
of that day, on which he had been thus elevated to a pre-eminence over 
himself and all the faithful. 

If this statement be founded in truth, and it is not to be forgotten that 
the prophet had recently announced his speedy departure from among 
men, a more clear and explicit declaration of his will on this important 
point, could not in reason have been required. And yet in the short 
space of a few weeks, it will be seen, that the recollection was cither lost 
or despised; a circumstance not easily reconcileable with their persuasion 
of the accuracy of his judgment, or with their respect for his private 
worth and virtues; much Jess with the sincerity of their belief in the sacred 
character, which this strange and extraordinary man had dared to usurp, of 
being the messenger of Omnipotence to restore the purity of its worship 
upon earth. 

About the close of the month of Zilhudje* of the same year, and not 
long after his return to Medeiiiah from this farewel visit to the sacred city, 
Mahommed was attacked by a fit of illness, of so short a duration however, 
<as not to have excited any particular alarm; although the circulation of 
the report throughout Arabia, became the signal to a variety of minor 
impostors to broach their impious pretensions. It was not until Wednes¬ 
day, the 38th of Suffer, the second month of the eleventh of the Hidjry,'(' 
that he is stated to have become seriously indisposed; being on that day 

t Sith May, 632. 
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visited by a severe attack of the a^e, accompanied with violent headache. 
On the d9th his illness continued without abatement, although he exerted 
himself, notwithstanding, to deliver to Assaumah, the son of Zeid, the 
standard which be committed to h4m, as general of the expedition already 
prepared to march the third time into Syria. His selection of this person, 
though more particularly interested toavenge thedeathof his father, (who fell 
with other chiefs in the battle ofMhtab) excited considerable dissatisfaction, 
when it was found, that Abh Bukker, Omar and Othman, were each of them 
directed to place themselves under his orders. It became therefore a subject 
of complaint among some of his principal adherents, that such exalted 
personages should be compelled to serve under the authority of a slave. 
These murmurs, with other expressions of discontent were conveyed to 
the ears of the prophet, and drew from him, from the pulpit, the most 
public reproof; in which he informed them, that as they had thought pro¬ 
per to acquiesce in the selection of the father, to command on the former 
expedition, he expected from them a similar acquiescence in the appoint¬ 
ment of the son ; whose merits he could assure them to be in no respect 
inferior to those of the father; which they did not appear to dispute. 

This latter circumstance is recorded to have taken place on the tenth of 
the first month of Kabbeie. On the eleventh, Assaumah attended to take 
leave of his master, whom he found unable to speak, but so far sensible as 
to raise his bands to call a blessing upon hinf. And on Monday the 
twelfth,* in the morning, when he again attended fora last interview with 
his benefactor, Ive found him asleep. On his return to the incampment 
near Medeinah, and whilst he was mounting his horse, to put himself at 
the head of the troops, who were already in motion to advance towards 
Syria, Assaumah received a messf^e from his mother, announcing, that the 
propill t was in the agonies of death. 

In tracing the circumstances of Mahommed’s illness, we look in vain for 
any proofs of that meek and heroic firmness which might be expected to 
dignity, and embeUiih, the last moments of the apostle of God. On some 
occasions he betrayed such want of fortitude, such marks of childish impa¬ 
tience, as are in general to be found in men only of the most ordinary stamp, 
and such as extorted from his wife Ayaishah in particular, the sarcastic 
remark, that in herself or any of bis family, a similar demeanor would long 
since have incurred his severe displeasure. This was at any rate no great 
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JI.H.XT. argument of tenderness on her part, as the observation was made when 
A. D. 632. gjjg beheld him writhing with agony from aide to side on the bed of death. 
Rouzut The reply which is ascribed to him on this occasion, bespoke either the 
ussuffa. most determined hypocrisy, or a very extraordinary degree of enthusiasm, 
if he really conceived himself at the point of dissolution. He said, that the 
acuteness and violence of his suflerings were necessarily, in the proportion 
of those honors, with which it had ever pleased the hand of Omnipotence to 
distinguish its peculiar favorites. 

The violent hot and cold fits, accompanied with head ache, under which 
he alternately suffered, seem to indicate pretty clearly, that his disorder was 
of the nature of a bilioi^ fever. The idea w'hich prevailed among the 
people however, was, that he lay ill of a pleurisy. This notion, when 
conveyed to his knowledge by the mother of Beshir, the son of Berrai, he 
seemed to disclaim with considerable indignation; conceiving it inconsistent 
with the goodnes of the divine being, to subject his messenger to the 
attacks of a disorder, which so strongly partook of the malignant influence 
of the spirit of mischief. He declared, on the contrary, that the complaint 
under which he suffered, was to be solely ascribed to the effect of that 
treacherous repast, of which, together with her son, he liad partaken four 
years since at Kheybar. What affinity a plciiretic fever could more parti¬ 
cularly bear to the author of evil, it is, at the same time not very easy to 
explain; in the epilepsy, %ome affinity of the kind may, nevertheless, be 
supposed to exist. 

That in the bosom of his family he continued to be haunted with sus* 
picions of foul play, the following circumstance, which we may here 
venture to relate, affords no trifling presumption. Hating sunk into a state 
of insensibility, during one of the paroxysms of the complaint to which he 
was subject, a mixture, composed of aloes and oil of olives, was admin¬ 
istered to him, at the recommendation of Essmah, the daughter of Anneiss, 
one of his wives. On recovering from his fit, he demanded what it was they 
had given him, and when the matter was explained, he remarked, with 
apparent indifi'erence, that, peradventure, it might have been a prescription 
used in Abyssinia. But to remove ail kind of doubt on the subject, the 
whole of his women were summoned to his chamber, where they were all 
compelled, in his presence, to partake of the same draught; not excepting. 
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author, even Mejmtnab, though she pleaded the obligation of a 

rigid devotional fast. -- 

When he found that his disorder was seiiously gaining ground upon him, Rouwt 

he desired that pen and ink might be provided, for the purpose, as he said, 
of dictating some hints that might be of use, when he was no more, to pre- 
vent his follovvera from being misled iiiio Crr9r» The crafty Omar, appre¬ 
hending that this might have a tendency to traverse those viewed 
is not improbable, he had already formed on the succession, remarked to 
the by-statiders, that pain and anguish had evidently produced theordinaiy 
effect; that the prophets faculties were at last subdued. That his divine 
precepts were already sufficiently engraven on their memories, had received 
tlieir intlro oMcni, aui !!??! “V thing further to guard them against the 
errors of humanity would be superflupus. Upon this a 
opinion arose; and the parties becoming warm in aigument, the tumultuous 
clamor in his chamber awakened the prophet’s displeasure ; and he angrily 
directed them to withdraw, without further offending the ears of God’s 
niassengcr by these indecorous wranglings. However, when the clamor 
had subsided, he proceeded to say, that he had three precepts to leave 
them. The first was, to extirpate from the Arabian peninsula, the errors 
of polytheism, and those impious doctrines which presumed to assign asso¬ 
ciates, or rather rivals in glory, to the creator of the universe. The second 
was, to continue to the proselytes recently arrived at Medcinah, the BaTn«» 
attention and encouragements, as they had experienced from himself. 

The third bequest, it was not thought*convenient by his companions to 
divulge. At the same time it has been acknowledged a misfortune, that 
none of his associates in imposture had sufficient loyalty, or integrity, to 
afford him, what he sought for, an opportunity of recording bis intentions. 

During this crisis of affliction and uncertainty, Ally continued to watch 
over the sick bed of his father in law, with unabated tenderness and atten¬ 
tion, and with a total disregard to every selfish consideration. A very 
few days previous to the prophet’s demise, he was urged by his friends 
with repeated importunities, that they might be allowed, by some means or 
other, to remind him of the necessity of making some positive arrangement 
with regard to the succession ; but, with a self denial, which never forsook 
him, (the pride of conscious merit perhaps) Ally, to the last, resisted their 
imlicitatious, declaring, he would rather consent that the hopes of such 
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A. H’ XI. succession should be forever lost to his family, than that his behfactor 
A. D. 6'38. should be harassed with any importunities on the subject. And thus the 
Rou;:ut matter rested. At the same time, whatever might have been the private 

ussufla. wishes of Mahommed in favor of Ally, it is not pretended by the most 

zealous advocates of the latter, that he was ever expressly named as the per¬ 
son proposed to succeed him. Neither can the motives which induced the 
prophet to leave the point undecided, be any thing beyond conjecture. Pie 
appeats to have foreseen that his death w'ould be followed by violent dis- 
sentious, and perhaps, rather than lend his name to sanction the claims of a 
vanquished or weaker party, he chose to consign the matter to the decision 
of chance. 

For the three days immediately preceding his dissolution, the strength of 
Mahommed was so far exhausted, that he found himself no longer capable 
of dischai^ing the public duties of his sacerdotal character; and it 
was, doubtless, a proof of the highest esteem for the virtues of Abh Bukker, 
that he was the person selected to supply his place in the pulpit of the 
Imaumet, on tViis occasion : though the circumstance was subsequently 
considered, by the predominant party, as sufficiently decisive of the individ¬ 
ual whom he designed to succeed to his power as a temporal prince. 
Yet, that such was not the immediate conclusion, is manifest enough, other¬ 
wise, unless she was unnaturally hostile to the exaltation of her father, the 
pressing instances of Ayaishah with her husband to supersede this selection, 
are not to be easily accounted for. The reasons she assigned against it 
are however stated to have been, that the sensibility and tender disposition 
of Abd Bukker would render him unequal to the task. 

In .concluding this subject with a statement almost too preposterous for 
the digestion of the grossest credulity, we can offer po apology, but that it is 
throughout closely copied from the sense of the original. When Azrail, the 
angel of death,after much preliminary ceremony, had at last obtained admis¬ 
sion to the chamber of the prophet, he introduced himself with thecustomaiy 
salutation of the country; and conveyed to him, furthermore, an all hail! 
from that almighty Being, whose decrees he was appointed to execute; 
professing at the same time, that he was enjoined not to interfere with the 
soul of (Jod’s prophet, w'ithout an entire acipiicsccnce on his part. Ma- 
fiomined intreated that he would suspend the execution of his dreadful 
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office, until the angel Gabriel should appear. At that instant the mandate 
of eternal beneficence reached the prince who rules over the powers of 
darkness, to extinguish the flames of hell, while the ministers of destiny, 
were conveying the pure spirit of the fiivorite of Omnipotence to the man¬ 
sions of immortality. The never fading viigins of paradise; the ministring 
> angels ; the heavenly choirs; the glorious inmates of intenninable bliss, 
arrayed in all their brightest splendor; all unfolded in countless myriads, to 
celebrate the approach of Mahommed. Charged with intelligence so full 
of bliss and consolation, the archangel, yet sorrowing for the miseries of 
humanity, approached the chamber of his expiring friend, who complained 
in mild remonstrance of his cruel dereliction at a crisis to him so aweful. 
Gabriel, in reply, offered to console, and congratulate him at the same time,' 
on those glorious preparations, in which the whole host of heaven were em¬ 
ployed, for his reception into the realms of bliss. The prophet, with that 
cold indiflerencc, which sometimes marks the hour of death, observed, 
that so far, every thing accorded with his wishes; yet there was some cir¬ 
cumstance further required, to afford him that delight of soul, which he 
still panted to experience. The archangel then added, that the enjoyments 
of heaven were closed against the prophets and saints, his predecessors, 
until that happy period when he and his faithful followera should make 
their entrance. Mahommed still professed that there was something un- 
described, without which his happiness must continue imperfect and 
incomplete. Gabriel, with an indulgence truly ethereal, for this unquench¬ 
able thirst after happiness in a mere mortal, concluded the catalogue of 
glories w'hich awaited him, by further announcing, that whilst his creator 
thus chose to signalize him with marks of his divine bounty so trancendent, 
so far surpassing the lot of all preceding prophets, to his portion was added 
the fountain of immortality, in a station of the most exalted glory. And 
lust of all, to him was assigned the noblest privilege, the richest meed of 
benevolence, that of interceding before the mercy seat of Omnipotence, in 
behalf of those who belitwed in him ; so that, on the fearful day of judg¬ 
ment, so vast would he the multitude of his followers received to mercy 
through Ins sole mediation, that he should uot fail to participate, to a trans- 
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A. D. G32. 
6th or 7th of 
June. 

Rouzut 

iissuftil. 


.A. H. XI. cendenk degree, in chat pure and ineffable delight, of which, immortal spiflta- 
12th llabb. alone are capable of the enjoyment. Then” said Mahommed, “ ray 
*hc l«t. gpyi jg g^tished ; mine eyes have seen the light,” 

He now addressed himself to the angelof death,desiring him to approach, 
and no longer delay the execution of tiiat office which he was destined to 
discharge, ^ The grasp of dissolution immediately seized the springs of life. < 
The rapid and alternate changes in the prophet’s countenance bespoke 
that the agonies of death wero upon him. At the same time, in a bason 
of cold water placed beside him, he dipped his hands, and with one and 
the other by turns, wiped off the largo drops of perspiration, which inces¬ 
santly bedewed his forehead ; until his pure spirit finally forsook its vile 
and frail enclosure. In his last agonies, he is said, fixing his eyes on the roof 
of the chamber, to have raised his hand, and exclaimed, “Ah ! my corn- 
“ panion, I attend thee to the realms above and gradually dropping his 
hand, thus quietly expired. 

Such, at any rate, is the coloring with which his disciples have thought 
fit to delineate the exit of their master. We, who are, however, neither 
compelled iior disposed to believe the correctness of the design in its full 
extent, may be permitted, with greater brevity, and in plainer language, 
to state, that on Monday the twelflb of the first Kabbeia,* of the eleventh 
year of the Hidjry, the sixty-third of his age, and twenty-third of his 
pretended mission, the prophet of the Arabs condescended to accompany 
the angel of death, to account for his multiplied impostures before the 
tribunal of Eternal Truth. 


* This event is, however, by some writers, recorded to have taken place ten days sooner. 
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CHAP. II. 

W HEN (here no longer existed any doubt that the prophet had 
biieatiied his last, the Ansaur,* or citizens of Medeinah, proceeded 
in a body to the house of Saud,the son of Ebbaudah, whom they conducted, 
though laboring at this time under severe indisposition, to the pavilion or 
portico of the Benni Saudah, a kind of council room of the tribe, for the 
purpose of investing him with the soverj^ign authority, now vacant by the 
death of their legislator. As the nature of those pretensions, to give a chief 
to their infant community, set on foot by the two great parties into which 
the disciples of Mahommed were at this moment on the point of separation, 
/nay be generally understood from the language ascribed to Saud, and to 
the moderate and unobtrusive Abh Bukker on this occasion, it may be 
necessary to enter into the subject more extensively in this place than is 
properly consistent with the limits of our plan. 

In support of the claims of the Ansaur, it was in substance contended 
by Saud, that they were dciived from such a course nf meritorious pro- 
cH'ediiig, as must place them far beyond the competition of any other class 
of men in all Arabia. In proof of this, it was only necessary to state, that 
when, for more than ten years, the prophet had continued, in the bosom of 
his country, to proclaim the doctrines of his divine mission, he foundf there 
a few only, and but a few, with sufficient grace or virtue to believe in him. 
But, when it pleased Omnipotence to direct the footsteps of its messenger 
to the land which thetj inhabited, both he, and the associates of his flight 

* Quasi N&ssriit deliendah. Auxiliaries. Applied to the inhabitants of Medeinah, 
Jiecauiio, when the prophet was compelled to fly from his native city, Mekkah, in the ISth 
year of his mission, they gave liim an asylum against his enemies and espoused his caiise.-i- 
Moliaiijeieiti Quasi Flunigftreikhtegan. Coexiles. The name applied to the associates of 
h'S flieh*. 


A. H. XI. 
A. D. 632. 

Rouzut 

ussuffft. 
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A.H.Xr. found, among the citizens of Medeinah, an asylum and effectual protection 
A. D. 632. against the inveterate designs of his enemies. Their services were, 
Rouzut however, not limited to this point alone; but with a pure and disinterested 
ussuiTa. zeal, in which they were unrivalled, they embarked both life and fortune, 
and all they held valuable, to advance the truth of his mission ; and to their 
sole exertions, under heaven, was to be ascribed, more immediately, 
the subjugation of the greater part of Arabia, which was the result. Of 
the superior merit of these services, their prophet, who was now no more, 
had expressed himself deeply sensible ; and for his own part, he should not 
hesitate to maintain, that they alone wore most worthy to dispose of the 
powers of the Imauinet and Khelaufut,* or supreme authority, both- 
religiotis and chit. 

His fellow citizens of Medeinah concurred, as might have been expected, 
in all he had now advanced, and proceeded to declare, moreover, that as 
the greatest and best of their order, they could consider no other so quali¬ 
fied to enjoy the succession, as himself. That for the residue, if the 
Mohaujer (coexiles) disapproved of such an arrangement, they were, if 
they thought proper, at liberty to exercise a similar discretion; to nominate 
from among themselves a separate chief, so that each party might enjoy 
the distinction of being governed by a prince of its own. 

From the obvious impolicy of this latter expedient, Sand was proceeding 
to dissuade them, when Ab6 Biikkcr, Ornar, and Abh Obaidah the son of 
Jerrauh, entered the assembly together; just as the Ansaur were croiuling 
round the person of Saud, who was closely mufiled up in his cloak, in order 
to pledge their allegiance to him. The appearance of these three persons- 
occasioned a pause in their proceedings; which proved fatal to the hopes 
of Sadd, at the very moment they were about to attain their accomplish¬ 
ment. The discussion was now resumed by Thaubut, the son of Keiss, 
who again endeavoured to establish the superior pretensions of the Ansaur; 
and being followed by Abh Hukker, in terms which might be construed to 
second his opinion, one of the citizens of Medeinah ventured to repeat the 
proposal, that the parties might be allowed to chuse a separate chief. 
This being, however, considered a measure so totally repugnant to the 
. dictates of sound judgment and the clearest experience, Omar was pre« 
paring to address the assembly in a suitable speech, which, as he subs^ 

* Pontifical and civil. 
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qucntly related, he had previously digested on the way from the prophet^s; A. H. XI. 
when he was prevented by Aht Dukker, who, to his no small surprise, A. D. 638. 
expressed himself, in the very identical terms, without either adding Rouzut 
or diminishing, of what he had himself in contemplation. He made the ussuA. 
most ample allowances to the Ansaur for their exemplary sacrifices, and 
disinterested zeal in the advancement of the common'^ cause. Their 
distinguished services, were, he said, indeed, of a description which could 
never be forgotten: and yet, in justice, he must contend, there were 
inseparate from the Koraish, claims of a superior order, which were not to 
be superseded by thase of any other tribe whatever. He would further 
confess, that it was with him a serious question, whether, when it came 
to the proof, the other tribes could be induced to submit t'o any authority 
but that which resided in the Koraish. And on this subject he could not 
forbear to remind them, that when the corruptions of human invention at 
last required the interposition of providence, in order to restore the purity 
of divine worship, the messenger, inspired by heaven, to bear witness to 
the inseparate unity of God, was chosen from the Koraish. When the 
tribes of Mekkah, blindly attached to the superstitions and idoU 
atry of their ancestors, took offence at, and in their hostility, branded 
with the stigma of imposture, the endeavours of the prophet to reclaim 
them, the Almighty selected from among the Koraish, the whom, 

regardless of the disparity of their number, or the multitude of their 
enemies, and, in spite of the persecutions and injuries, to which they 
were exposed on every side, he animated to assert the truth of his 
prophet’s mission, and the claims of Omnipotence to the exclusive ador- . 
ation of mankind. The associates of the prophet’s flight, therefore, the faith¬ 
ful companions of his fortune under every vicissitude of danger and distress, 
were, he should not hesitate to pronounce, the moat worthy to govern, 
when he was no more. Nay, further, he believed this was a conclusion 
which none would dispute, but such as were already iniqiiitously deter¬ 
mined to abandon the doctrines of truth. Thus modestly branding with 
apostacy, those that should presume to differ in opiuion with him. In 
fine, the arguments of Abfi Uukker were closed by a proposition, which 
he recommended as a most reasonable and equitable arrangement; that the 
Imaurut, or supreme .government, should rest with the Mobaujer; and 
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A. H* XF. the Vis^aurut, or office of Vizier, or first minister of state, with the Ansaur. 

A. D. (>33. jVnd he suleiniily caAled upon tlie latter, as they regarded the vengeance 
Rouzut of an.ofl’cnded deity, to beware of promoting a division so destructive to* 

ussufla. the stability of the yet unsettled bulwarks of their holy law. 

At this crisis 'of the debate, Mheyun the Aadian came forward, 
intreatiijg the coexiles to bear witness to bis assurances, that with 
him and his fellow citizens, they woold in all circumstances ever 
possess the highest degree of respect: but his apprehension was, that 
from this very source an advantage would be taken, to originate some 
unjust and Ungrateful proceeding. Omar now embraced his opportunity 
to interpose with an affirmation, that he had the prophet’s express authority 
to declare, that where the sovereign power was concerned, none but the 
Koraish were worthy.* In this he was supported by Besheir, the 
son of Sand, w'ho in direct opposition to the interests of his friends, averred 
that he also had heard the prophet declare himself in terms which implied 
the same opinion, and for the truth of this assertion he appealed to heav(>ii; 
adding, that for other cogent reasofis, he was persuaded the sovereign dig¬ 
nity must at last jicrmanently revert to the Koraish. As if the single 
testimony of this person had been at once sufficient to cancel every 
remaining doubt on the subject, Abu Bukker received it with the warm¬ 
est expressions of applause ; for his own part, he protested, that he was 
entirely indifferent with respect to any views upon the government; but 
he could not forbear bespeaking the attention of the assembly to the 
acknowledged merits of tw'o distinguished men now present; Omar, the 
son of U1 Khetaub, and Abh Obaidah ; either of whom he prononneed to 
be eminently qualified to preside over the interests of the true faith, at 
this niopient, so materially c'oncerned to avail itself of the advantages t(» be 
derived from powerful talents and iiiffuoiice, such as theirs. Doth of these 
pijrsoiuuies, however, with an earnestness, either real or pretended, and 
without limitation, united to decline the invidious, and important trust; 
averring, lli.it they knt'w no one whom so many circumstances concurred 
to point out for the successor of the prophet, as Abu Bukker ; the iiisepar- 

• T t is's oj thy of rpinark, that either un tliis very clay, or the day before, Omar was cijually 
ready to comuiii inurdi r in siippoit of an asiortioii, that the prophet cohld not die ■" And 
• to this ojjiiioii, 111! would have probably sui'cofdcd in terrifjing many uthei'i, had he nor 
b''cii desuaded by the* youd .sriise aird -(‘olci judiriiic'iu of Abfi Bukker. 
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able eompanion of his dangers, and the faithful dcpdlitary of all his secrets. h. XI. 
Neither could they, in common justice, accept of the trust to the exclusion A. D. 632. 
of a man, whose numerous virtues, independent of his acknowledged Houzut 
precedence in the adoption of their master’s sacred doctrines, had placed u^suffii. 
him so far above them. 

This species of contention becoming at last equally wearisome to all 
parties, the majority of the assembly seemed disposed to acquiesce in the 
elevation of Abb Bukker; when Saud, the son of Ebbaudah, was the first, 
according to some writers, to ofier his hand in token of allegiance and 
homage ; a precedence, w'hich is, however, by others, assigned to Omar 
and Besheir. But when the latter, with such little reluctance, submitted 
to transfer the claims of his party, the respectable Ben ul Mbnzer, the 
representative of an illustrions race, demanded, with indignation, what 
other motive than the basest jealousy could actuate him thus to frustrate 
the fair prospects of his couzin german. Besheir disclaimed the operation 
of any unworthy motive, wheie his conduct was solely governed by a con¬ 
scious repugnance to invade the undoubted rights of a particular class of 
ihe IVIussiilmans. Ben ul Mbnzer, upon this, seized the hilt of his sword : 

])ut the interference of the Ansaur, preventing him from following the 
Inqiulse of resentment, he calmly observed, that their attention to check 
die honest ebullition of his feelinga might have been spared, k was, how¬ 
ever, to be regretted, that some portion of the same activity, which in one 
respect they could so readily exert, had not been devoted to the preser¬ 
vation of that power, which providence had placed within their very grasp; 
and which, with a supinenosu so unworthy of its further care, they had 
forever abandoned. For his own part, he should not forbear telling them* 
that even at this moment he saw their children supplicating from door to 
door, and scornfully driven away without the ordinary relief of a draught of 
water,, by the fugitives of Mekkah, to whom they had now so blindly 
submitted themselves and their fortunes. Abu Bukker endeavoured to 
appease him, by urging the improbability of a treatment so totally repug¬ 
nant to the common dictates of humanity, and so little consonant to the 
characteristic usages of the nation to which they respectively claimed an ' 
affinity. Ben ul Mbnzer, modestly receding, admitted, that whilst they • 
survived, meaning Abd Bukker and himself, be trusted the claims ofbospi- 
Ulity would never cease to be respected; but when their short race should 
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A. H. XI. terminate, and the controul descend to those who cameBfter, other practice* 
A. D. 6’32. would be found to prevail, very opposite to those which they' had been 
• llouzut accustomed to applaud and imitate. There was, however, still one being 
tissuil'u. to whom his supplications should be addressed; whose aid and protection 
was never withheld from those who placed their trust in him. Ben ul 
MAnzersaid no more. 

The partjf' of the Mohaujer, in conjunction with the Bcnni Ouss, pro- 
cceded now, without further discussion, to pledge their allegiance to Abix 
Bukker, to the equal mortification and disappointment of the Benni Khez> 
redj; who, in the early part of the day, had enjoyed so fair a prospect of 
establishing the sovereign authority in Saud, the son of Lbbaudah, the 
leader of their tribe ; of whom it is further related, that on the same day he 
was crushed to death, by the pressure of the multitude, which thronged 
to the assembly on this occasion ; although, according to others, he was 
taken up alive, and conveyed homewards; but retiring, on Ins recovery, 
to Jauiii, in the province of Syria, he was, at a subsequent period, there 
bssassinatell, at the instance of some eminent person of his faith, because, 
contrary to what has been just asserted, he opposed the majority which 
had thus declared in favor of the exaltation of Abb Bukker. 

In the above detail, which, without injury to the subject, we could not 
well have omitted, peirhaps the circumstance, not least remarkable, is, 
that notvi^thstanding his conspicuous merits, and the recent solemnity 
with which they had been brought to notice ; notwithstanding the close¬ 
ness of his affinity, both by blood and marriage, with the prophet, yet in 
the whole of this numerous assembly, not a single voice was exerted to 
bespeak a moment’s consideration to the claims of Ally, the couzin of 
their legislator, and the hnsband of his favorite daughter. But in the 
course of the subsequent pages it will be seen, that this was only the first 
of three successions!, iii w'hich the pretensions of this distinguished chief¬ 
tain, were baffled or overlooked ; with no other exception to his characler 
than that, among n nation of liofnicides, he was alleged to be a man of 
blood. 

Abilullali Abii Bukker, thus elevated to sovereign power by the suffrage 
of his.associates, on the same day received the homage of the sujierior 
orders ; and the day following, while officiating m his sacerdotal character, 
that of I mail 111 , he was acknowledged by the people at large. Still the 
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concurrence of the son of Abitaiileb was consid|)red yet wanting to a. H. XI. 
the complete establishment of his authority, and he was accordingly invited A. D. 632. 
to attend. When he entered the place of convention, Ally appears to Kouzut 
have felt some degree of surprise, if not of awe, on finding himself, unex- ussoffit. 
pcciedly, in the presence of such a numerous assemblage of the most 
distinguished friends and companions of the prophet; he requested 
however, to know the object for which his attendance had been required. 

They apprized him, in general, of the measures which had been determined 
on, and that it was expected he should unite with the other chiefs of the 
commonwealth of [sslaum, in allegiance to the authority of Abfi Bukker, 
whom they had chosen as the successor of Mahommed. Upon this. 

Ally briefly observed in reply, that, from all he was able to understand 
from the information which had been just communicated to him, by way 
of argument to reconcile the citizens of Medeinah to the authority of 
Abfi Bukker, recourse had been had to the nature of bis affinity with the 
sacred person, wlio was now no more. And for his own part, he should 
at present trouble them no further, than in his own behalf, also, thus 
piihlicly to appeal to the same affinity. lie therefore solemnly called 
upon them, without suffering themselves to be any longer imposed upon 
by specious pretences, and as they had found strict justice, so in justice 
to declare, who there was among all men living so closely allied to their 
prophet, as the man who now addressed them. 

With that arrogant spirit, of which he appears to have possessed a con¬ 
spicuous share, Omar here iiiterfered with a declaration, that he should 
not be suffered to (piit the spot, until, in concurrence with the example • 
of his compeers, he had acknowledged the authority of Abfi Bukker. 

To which, ill answer, Ally indignantly observed, that whatever were the 
conceptions by him and others formed on this subject, he should only state, 
that while a spark of life continued to animate his frame, he should not 
cease to .assert his claim to that dignity, which he should ever contend to 
be his own. The importunities of others were now added to prevail upon 
him, since the matter appeared to have taken an intirely opposite courec, 
to forego those pretensions, of which they did not presume to deny the 
justice, and by his acquiescence to avert the mischiefs, which otherwise 
seemed to threaten the public safety. The most urgent, with him, on the 
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A. H* XI. occasion were Al)ft OViaidah, and Besheir the son of Sand, already spoken. 

A. D. 632. of; the latter in particular, protesting that the circumstance which more 
Roussut immediately promoted the advancement of AbA Bukker, was the general 
,ossutF4. impression, that Ally was averse to engage in the cares and anxieties of 
government; an impression which he ascribed to his secluding himself so 
intirely from the expectations of the public, while employed in performing 
the last solemnities to the prophet’s menaory. To this, Ally further 
observed, that they must have supposed him possessed of a very limited 
conception of the rules of ordinary decorum, and the calls of private grati¬ 
tude, if they thought him capable of forsaking the unburied remains of his 
master and benefactor, in order to attend to any views of self interest or 
ambition, however urgent and seducing with other men. 

In this place Abft Biikker thought proper to put an end to the debate, I)y 
declaring that had he foreseen any contest or competition on the part 
of Ally, no inducement should have prevailed upon him to accept of a charge 
which to him presented but k w attractions. But us he had now received 
the homage and acknowledgements of the whole community, he trusted 
that Ally would not disappoint the just expectations of his fellow citizens, 
formed on the belief, that, with him, no sacrifice was too great to ensure 
his country’s good. At the same time, he assured him, that if he did not 
feel himself immediately disposed to give the necessary proofs of submission, 
he was not to consider himself under the smallest restraint; but that he 
was at perfect liberty to withdraw whenever he thought it proper. An 
intimation of which Ally immediately availed himself, quitting the assem¬ 
bly, without having bound himself under any obligation to submit to the 
authority of the new sovereign. 

On fhe other hand, there are not wanting those who have accused Ally 
of a precipitancy in his d^^tnonstrations of submission to AbCi Bukker, 
almost too ludicrous to repeat; of so much eagerness and anxiety to do 
him homage, that he forgot some of the most necessary appurtenances of 
dress. At the same time, if we are to credit the testimony of one class of 
writers, he was prevailed on to the performance of this act of submission, 
at the expiration of .forty days ; or of six months ; or, according to others, 

• not until the death of Fatima had bereft him of his fairest plea to the 
succession. That he was on friendly terms with Abh Bukker, in the com¬ 
mencement of the year twelve, and had then, to all appearance, submitted 
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to aAnowledge hii authority, a pretty clear proof will be given and by. A. H. XI. 
One thing is, however, beyond dispute; notwithstanding the most tempt- A. D. Ssfl. 
ing importunities'to urge him, both during this and the following reign, Rouzut 
Aliy conscientiously abstained from troubling the repose of bis country, uasuSk 
by any attempt to prosecute the claims of personal ambition. Before he 
had yet submitted to AbA Bukker on the present occasion, AbA SofFeyair, 
in particular, endeavoured to stimulate his pride, by demanding, if, with the 
common feelings of honorable emulation, he could tamely suffer an ordi¬ 
nary individual of the race of Temeim, to exercise the sovereign power, 
whilst he, himself, would undertake, in his behalf, to cover the adjoining 
deserts with armies. An offer, of which, with a magnanimity more 
frequently applauded than imitated, Ally declined to take advantage, 
rather disdainfully observing, that the principles of the trite faith did not 
yet appear to have banished that disposition to turbulence, by which, 
during the period of infidelity, he had made himself so leuiurkab/e. A 
reception so ungracious, of an offer of servree so important, most probably 
rendered AbA Sodbyan not tlui less accessible to the advances of AbA 
Bukker and Omar, w ho, on information of his hostile intrigues, contrived 
to purchase his forbearance, by the promise of the yet uncouquered 
goveniinent of Damascus, for his son Yezzid. 

Every obstacle thus removed, AbA Bukker, a few days subsequent to 
the death of Mahommed may, therefore, be considered as firmly seated 
in the government, under the title of the Khaleifah ; representative or 
lieutenant, of the prophet of God, which w'as the designation adopted by 
this prince, as most descriptive of the functions he thonght himself called Kholfa 
upon to dicharge; and in which he publicly declared, he no longer ex- rashedein.* 
pected the obedience of his subjects, than he was found to administer 
strict and impartial justice, in conformity to the sacred law of heaven, so 
lately revealed among them. 

It has been already slated, that a considerable detachment, under As¬ 
sail mah the son of Zeid, had been some time assembled, for the purpose 
of an attack upon the Syrian territory, and the departure of which was 

* Legitimate or orthodox, Khalelfahs.—Klialif..—Lieutenants, or vicar.*:.—The four ira- 
mediate successors of the prophet so distinguished. 
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A.H. XI. only retarded by the dissolution of the prophet. A scrupulous regard 
A.D.632, for the prophet’s memory, impelled Abu Bukker to expedite ahe march 
Rouzut of detachment, at a period, when it was known, that the intelligence 
ussuft'iL of his death had spread apostacy, disaffection, and revolt, through every 
eorner of Arabia. To evince his unalterable resolution in this respect, he 
replied to the remonstrances of his fiieiids, against the imprudence of em¬ 
ploying the flower of the Mossleros in distant expeditions at such a crisis, 
that they should proceed to their destination, though, during their absence, 
he should be torn to pieces by beasts of prey. 

The march of this body of troops, which, accordingly took place, in obedi¬ 
ence to theKhalifs orders, does not, however, appear to have been signalized 
by any thing worthy of particular record. After committing some ravages 
in the territory of an obnoxious tribe, and avenging the death of his hither, 
on the very spot which had beheld his martyrdom, Assaumah, at the 
expiration of forty days, returned to Medeinah. But, according to others, 
he returned from his expedition, without even having seen the face of an 
enemy. Contrary, however, to what was in general apprehended, the 
hopes of those who were adverse to the prosperity of the new religion, and 
who, on the death of Mahommed, had conceived that the power of his 
disciples would be no longer formidable, were not a little diminished, when 
they perceived that an army, so considerable as that which followed the 
standard of Assaumah, could be so speedily equipped at Medeinah for 
offensive and distant warfare. 

Nevertheless, his accession had not long taken place, when the accumu¬ 
lated intelligence of apostacy, revolt, and imposture, which Abh Bukker 
continued to receive from all quarters, compelled him to forego, for the 
present, all plans of foreign conquest and aggression, and to attend to the 
more imminent and cmei^ent considerations of domestic and internal safety. 

Asswad, who had apostatized and usurped the government of Yemen, on 
the demise of Bazan the Persian, had already suffered the punishment of 
his apostacy. On the very day which preceded the death of the prophet, 
when he had enjoyed the fruits of his usurpation for about three months, 
be was cut off, by three conspirators, introduced into his bedchamber, by 
the contrivance of his wife, the widow of his predecessor, whom, in an 
evil hour, he had selected to share his fortunes with him. This man, by 
a pretended skill in magic, and a dexterity in sleight of hand, which sur- 
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passed the comprehension of the multitude, had succeeded in imposing, A. H. XI. 
upon his followers, the notion that he also was an inspired person. A. D. 638. 

Another of those impostors, who, by practicing on the credulity of the Rouzut 
multitude, succeeded for a short time, in establishing the belief, that he ussufflk 
was acting under the influence of divine revelation, was Tfllleihah the son 
of Khueylud, the scene of whose impositions lay among the Benni Assud* 

But, as if the spirit of imposture had determined not to confine itself to 
cither sex in particular, it seized upon Shujia,* a Christian woman of the 
tribe of Temeim, residing at Mossfile, who, at this period, aspired to the 
honors of the prophecy, and disseminated the infection of her errors 
through a considerable part of Arabia. From none, however, of all these, 
was the early establishment of Mahnmmedanism threatened with more 
impurtanl consequences, than from the alarming progress of Mosseylemah ; 
whose skill in the arts of delusion, was so abundantly successful in the 
territory of Yemaumah, that, in a short space of time, he could number 
among his followei's, one hundred thousand persons willing to shed their 
blood ill defence of his doctrines. 

Against the former of these surviving impostors, T^lleihah the son of XII. 
Khueylud, and the tribe of Assud, in the early part of the twelfth year of the A. D. 633. 
Hidjry, Abh Bukker prepared to lead his troops in person ; and he had 
proceeded with this view, to Zilkessah, one day’s journey from Medeinah, 
when he was prevailed upon by the particular remonstrances of Ally, who 
is even said, on the occasion, to have seized the reins of his camel, to 
remain, as prudence, and the crisis of the times, appeared to require it, at 
the seat of government; and to entrust the execution of these subordinate • 
concerns to the bravery and skill of his captains. The fierce and intrepid 
Khaled was the person selected for this service, and he accordingly pro¬ 
ceeded, at the head of three thousand chosen soldiers, towards the territory 
of the Benni Assud, where, on the banks of a certain rivulet, the son of 
Khheylud, lay encamped. 

It is observable by the way, that while Mahommed was living, this per¬ 
son had embraced the tenets of Isslaum, and had been admitted to enjoy 
the society of its founder. When he rejoined his tribe, he thought fit, 
notwithstanding, to abandon those tenets, and to constitute himself the 

*She is by otliers denominated Sejauje, 
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‘A.R XII. propliet, and framer of a near religion. Neither does it appear that he 
A. D. fi33. experienced any great difficulty in carrying his plans into execution ; for 
Rouzut by proposing to relieve such as might be disposed to embrace his doctrines, 
ussuifd. from the obligations of fasting and prayer,- and to admit the practice of 
usury forbidden to the Mahommedans, with other similar indulgences, 
he prevailed upon the whole of the Beniii Assud to believe, that he was 
inspired from above: and the Bcnni Fcraiizah, and numbers more of the 
apostate Arabs uniting with them in the belief of his prophetic mission, 
his party, about the period of Mahoiiimcd’s decease, had acquired consi- 
deiabtc strength and reputation. 

When Kh51ed had approached within a convenient distance of his camp, 
he endeavoured, in compliance with the general instructions received from 
Abh Bukker, to admfmish the insurgent from his hostile designs, or at 
least to recede from his absurd and impious pretensions; without, however, 
producing any eflect; and both sides, accordingly, prepar«‘il for battle. 
On this occasion the right wing of Khaled’s troops was commanded by 
Aaddi, one of the sons of the beneficent and liberal J lantern IVi. 

Thlleihah, on his part, while his followers disposed themselves sword 
in hand, to establish his claims to divine authority, retired to a secure spot, 
and, muffled up in his cloak, put on the appearance of awaiting the descent 
of inspiration. In these circumstances, while the combatants were engaged, 
and when he had, for a third time, been applied to, by Ayniah the son 
of Hftsseyne, one of the chiefs of his party, to know whether he had yet 
received any communication from the angel Gabriel, he was at last edn- 
strained to affirm that he had been favored with such communication ; the 
purport of which, as explained by subseiiueiit writers, appears to be this ; 
“ that Kis hopes, and those of Khaled, did not hitherto seem to coincide ; 
and that matters were so circimistaiict d betwixt them, that he should never 
be able to forget.” Upon this Contemptible ambiguity, Ayniah, with 
equal rage and disdain, ohserveil to the impostor, with an oath, that there 
\vas indeed a circumstance at hand, of which //e, at all events, was not 
likely to lose the icmembrance. 'riien turning to the people of his tribe, 
he told them they were not to expect any thing but falsehoods from this 
< base impostor, and if they would be advised by him, they would leave him 
to his fate, and consult their safety by a timely retreat; and lie forthwith 
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act them the example, by immediately quitting the field of battle, followed 
by the whole of the Benni Jb'erauzah governed by his influence. 

According to others, after several unsuccessful assaults upon the troops 
of Khaled, Ayniah was on his retreat from the field when accosted by 
Thlleihah, who demanded whither he was posting to ? In reply to which, 
he said, that he and his people had acquitted themselves of their share; 
and that it was now his time to apply to his friend the archangel, to take 
his hands ftom his bosom^ and bear some part in the danger and fatigue of 
the conflict. 

If these minute and ludicrous particulars furnish either instruction or 
information, it is, that the same disgustful uniformity pervades the tale of 
hypocrisy and imposture in every age and every climate : and in an age of 
doubt and infidelity, it is, however, some consolation to reflect, that whilst 
among the vulgar mass of mankind there still remains an ample portion of 
folly and credulity, the race of impostors has been almost, if not intirely, 
proscribed, by the progress of rea^n and research, in the greater part of 
the world. 

The defection of this man, with his numerous followers, so materially 
weakened the ranks of the enemy, that Khaled, without great difilcuity, 
pierced through the remainder, whom he soon compelled to quit the field 
in dismay ; and their leader, perceiving that fortune bad decided for the 
superior valor of his antagonist, also betook himself to flight, directing his 
course towards Syria. He was pursued, overtaken, and again defeated in 
the'Waiidi, or desert of Azraub, by Khaled, but finally succeeded in gain¬ 
ing the Syrian territory, where he threw himself under the protection of the 
chiefs of the Benni Ghassan. At a subsequent period he is said to have 
renounced his errors, and returned to the profession of the Mahommedan, 
belief. 

Of some other minor impostors and adventurers, who took advantage'of 
the disorder, of the times, to aspire at independence, and were at this same 
period cjjastized by the sword of Khfiled, the particulars are neither impor¬ 
tant nor interesting, and may, therefore, be easily dispensed with. Of one 
of these, however, an apostate of the name of Nedjauh, the offences must 
have been pecuharly atrocious, to have awakened a spirit of severity in 
the mild and merciful Abfi Bukker, by whose orders he was burnt to 
death, whilst others, on recantation, were received to pardon. 


A. H. XII. 
A. D. 635. 

llouzut 

assuffk. 
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A. H.xn. The success, which, in her scheme of imposition, for a time, attended 
A. D. (!33. Shujia, may, perhaps, entitle her story to a more extensive range in this 
HoHjjut narrative. She was, as hath been already mentioned, a Christian, but of ex- 
ussuft'a. traordinary talents and eloquence of speech. Deeply skilled in the sacred 
mysteries of her religion,an aspiring ambition had long prompted her to usurp 
the prophetic character, but the well established fame ofMahommed had de¬ 
terred her front the attempt while he wasliving. His death, however, seemed 
at once to dispel her apprehensions, and give free scope to her ambitious 
views. Without further embarrassment, she accordingly announced her¬ 
self a prophetess; commenced her string of rhapsodies, and uttered them 
ill rhyme, professing that these distempered etfusions were inspired from 
above. In these, however, she is said to have enjoined fasting and prayer; 
alms and purification ; but, to the utter abomination of every disciple of 
Mahommed, to have warranted tiie use of wine, and of hog^s flesh. In 
the mean time, be the nature of her doctrines what it may, the whole 
of the Benni Thauleb yielded to the ^elusions which she put in practice, 
and embraced them. 

Encouraged, therefore, hy these early proofs*of success, she proceeded 
to circulate throughout Arabia, letters, inviting the different tribes to sub¬ 
scribe to that scheme of faith whir'h she proposed for their adoption ; 
which letters were universally received with a sentiment so favorable, that 
vast numbers, from all parts of the peninsula, hastened to enrol thcinsidvcs 
in the list of her followers, and procured for her such an acquisition of 
strength and renown, as to render her not a little formidable to the sur¬ 
rounding chieftains. Among others, whom she successfully assailed in 
this wfiy, was the chief of the Benni Temeim, Malek the son <»f Nowairah, 
whose alleged want of sagacity, or natural imbecility of mind, ivas such, 
that, though the intimate friend of Omar, that most zealous of believers, 
he could submit to exchange the pure principles of Isslaum, for the new 
formed and ill-estal)iished maxims of this artful and ingenious ft male, 'fhe 
Benni llebbaut, however, one of the neiglihouring tribes, having resi.sted 
all her endeavors, to seduce them, she imjiiously forged a message from 
heaven for their extermination ; and having thus attached the seal of 
blood to her imposture, the chiefs who liad bound themselves to share her 
destiny, after representing the magnitude of the enterprize, in which they 
were embarked,and the dangers with wliich they were surrounded, proposed 



\o her an immediate attack on t)ie disciples of Mahommed, and the troops A. H. XII: 
of AbA Bukker, as the principal obstacles in her way to the sovereignty A. D. 653. 
of ail Arabia. Rousut 

This wasastep at which she seemed to hesitate, and she therefore proposed vssuffl. 
to await the result of that night’s inspiration before she determined. Next 
morning she contrived to produce a composition in measured sentences, 
which she pretended to have had revealed to her in the course of the night; 

’and the purport of which was to indicate that they should first proceed 
towards Yemaumah, and bring the fate of Mosseylemah to an issue. To 
this alternative, her followers, without much difficulty, subscribed. 

In the mean time, whilst Shujia and her adherents were thus directing 
their views towards Yemaumah, the troops of AbA Bukker were marching 
to the same quarter, to crush the ambitious projects of the arch impostor 
Mosseylemah ; but on intelligence of the motions of Shujia, Khaled, who 
continued to superintend the operations of the Mussulman detachments, 
conceived it advisable to allow the sectaries by inntiiiil hostilities to exhaust 
their strength, in order, at a future opportunity, to attack them with greater 
advantage ; and having so determined, he accordingly withdrew, with the 
troops under his orders, towards Medemah. 

On the other hand, apprized of the warlike approach of the prophetess, 
Mosseylemah dispatched some of his people to require an explanation of 
her designs. Having obtained admission to the presence of Shujia, the 
messengers employed on the occasion, were, by her, enjoined to announce 
to* their master, that she was charged with the mandate of Omnipotence to . 
make war upon him : and with this reply, together with a specimen of the 
uncon iieetedj.irgon, wlrcli, in the shape of a religious code, she hadt framed 
for her purposes, she permitted them to depart, h'rom a sense of conscious 
fraud, Mo^s( ylemah could not have been much at a loss to appreciate the 
full extent of these impious and arrogant pretensions: but, as the alarm 
wiiieli had iieeii excit<;d by the advance of Khaled was not yet subsided, 
lie thought It prudent to temporize, and accordingly determined to enter 
into a iM gociatioii with her. 

f or this purpose, he again dispatched bis agents to her camp, in a style 
Und language similar to her own, to advise her, that God had assigned the 

F 
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A. H. XIT. earth in equal portions, one half to the Koraish, and one half to himself: 

A. D. <>33. nnd had moreover associated him, on terms of intire equality in the pro- 
Rouzut phetic mission, with Mahommed. Notwithstanding, if she would submit 
ussufl^. herself to be governed by real considerations of justice, it was not yet 
impossible but means might be discovered to transfer to herself, that por¬ 
tion which the supreme being had hitherto allotted to the Koraish. In the 
mean tune, since it would appear that she also was among those favored 
mortals selected for the descent pf heavenly inspiration, he, for his part, 
did not conceive himself at liberty to withhold from her his belief; bift 
in order that he might have a fair opportunity of convincing himself from 
her own mouth, of the validity of her claims, his agents were auilioiized to 
invite her, together with as many of her confidential attendants us she 
thought proper, to a private conference witli him. 

The agents of Mi^sseyleinah now experienced from Shujia a most 
courteous and honorable reeeptiori ; and to account for so sudden an alter¬ 
ation ill her demeanor, slie prt ti iided that in a recent revelation from 
heaven, they had been announced to her in terms of peculiar approbation ; 
in particular, that they were to be rccotrnized by the singular graces of their 
persons, the elegance and purity of the language in which they spoke, 
and by that scrupulous abstinence which tlujy prtifessed to observe, with 
regard to wine and women ; they were, moreover, described to lier as a 
people virtuous and good, whose devotion towards an Almighty being, 
the fountain of purity and excellence, was attested by fasting and pilgrim¬ 
age, and a life without reproach. But after all, that same Being who could 
alone penetrate the secret designs of the heart, must be witness between 
them. 

It is observed by the w.iy, that in his code of faith, the followers of 
Mosscylcmah were totally interdicted the use of wine ; but what appears 
more extraordinary, unless it was intended to check a teeming population, 
they were also forbidden to cohabit with their wives when once they had 
become the mother of a child : to which, in this her rhapsodical etiusion, 
the prophetess is supposed to allude. That is, however, of little importance. 
With a testimony so flattering to the character of those who had embraced 
his doctrines, the agents of Mosseylemah returned to their master; who, 
on his side, in the corresponding cant of hypocrisy, pretende^i to doubt no 
longer that this woman was also an apostle inspired and commissioned 
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trom above, for tbe instruction and reformation of mankind. And on this a. H. XII. 
•interchange of acknowledgements, with a further assurance from Mossey- A. D. 635. 
lemah, that he had the authority of heaven for subscribing to the truth of Kouzut 
her divine mission, Shujia.did not hesitiite to place herself, accompanied ussuffH. 
by two confidential persons only, at the discretion of her competitor. 

In a garden, without the gates of Ycmaumah, where he had caused 
some tents to be pitched for her reception, Mosseyleinah, and this enter¬ 
prising female came at last to an interview ; in which, after some prelimi¬ 
nary discourse on the siibjc^ct of their latest cuminuiiications from above, 
he soon discovered that the virtue of the prophetess was not proof against 
voluptuous advances. Perceiving that she was sufficiently softened by 
some glowing representations, which he thought fit to delineate, of the 
onjo}ments to be derived from a tender intercourse of the sexes; he 
adventured to ask, since they were already united in the sacred functions 
of the projihccy, wimt should impeach their coalescing in other respects ? 

And without further apology, proposed, that, by entering into conjugal 
engag('inents with him, she should resign her person and pretensions to 
Ins disposal. Already fascinated by the charms of an engaging exterior, 
iiir hi' IS said to have been one of the handsomest men in Arabia, she could 
only mlrcat his foibearance until the descent of celestial inspiration ; or in 
other words, until, in the language of succeeding hypocrites, she had 
consulted the spirit. To remove her scruples m this respect, required no 
extraordinary compass ot invention on the part of Mosseylemah. Imme¬ 
diately throwing himself into a violent fit of agitation, under pretence that 
it was the ins|)ind moment, he found no great difficulty in persuad* 
mg Shiijia on h s recovery, by such ambiguous phrases, as he had composed 
on the s|)Ot, that they had the dispensation of heaven to consecrate their 
impure and nnliallovvcd indulgences. She attempted no longer to defend 
the approaclies < f female modesty, and the triumph of the artful Mosseyle¬ 
mah was complete. Having thus forfeited all pretensions to that puiity, 
which IS t'le hriiihtest attribute of her sex, the prophetess fell from her 
prniid pre-eminence, and became a mere debased, contaminated woman. 

When three days, and as many nigbts, had been consumeil in this 
mipure and libidinous intercourse, in what the Arabs tell us, was at this 
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A.H. XII. time denominated the garden of mercy, but, at a subsequent period, the* 
A. D. t»33. ganieii of death; Shujia found, upon recollection, that it would be proper 
liouzut to njoin iier expectant followers, and she accordingly returned to her 
ussuifi. camp. Thu Arab chiefs, and Malok ben Nowairah, among others, on her 
Feappearance, signified their desire to be made acquainted with the nature 
of what had passed during this secret interview with Mosseylemah. She 
informed them, that she had found him, like herself, commissioned from 
above, and that, in obedience to the express mandates of heaven, she had 
even consented to become his wife: but when she added, that she had* 
thus contracted herself without any description of jointure or marriage 
settlement; they apprized her, that, to a woman of her dignity and 
assumptions, such an omission was to an extreme degree dishonorable, 
and that she was indispensably called upon to return to Mosseylemah, and 
demand one. Conscious of humiliation, she could now submit to the 
dictates of her inferiors, and in compliance with their remonstrances, she 
posted back to Yemaumah, the gates of which, she had the mortification 
to find closed against her; Mosseylemah declining to hold any communica¬ 
tion with her, but from the battlements. 

From thence, when he understood the object of her unexpected visit, 
he coldly required that the person whom she usually employed to announce 
the hour of prayer might be directed to appear; when, in a tone of im¬ 
perious authority, he commanded him to proclaim to his nation, that 
Mosseylenoah, the apostle of God, had cancelled from their devotions two 
of the five diurnal periods of prayer allotted by Mahommed, namely, the 
earliest in the morning, aud the latest in the evening ; and with no other 
reply to her application, she was constrained to return to her encampment. 
When «he had, however, remained some days in the same position, 
Mosseylemah, intimidated by certain further indications of hostility on her 
part, was ultimately prevailed upon to place at her disposal by way of 
dower, one half the produce of the dates of Yemaumah. 

The Arab chiefs of her party, nevertheless, found it impossible to recon¬ 
cile the scandal of her interview with Mosseylemah, with those exalted, 
professions of sanctity, which had hitherto attracted their respect; and it 
was but a step further to discover, in its full extent, their error in forsak¬ 
ing their religion and tribes, to attach themselves to a woman so wretched 
and abandoned. In the dilemma to which they found themselves reduced, 
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they consulted on the means of extricating themselves, and it was deter- A. H.XIt. 
mined on, as the only expedient to avert the approaching vengeance of A. D. 653 , 
Khiiled, to make their peace with, and submit to the clemency of Abh Rouzut 
Bukker. With this determination, they embraced the first opportunity of ussufB. 
separating from the degraded'Shujia, and of dispersing to their several 
abodes. Of herself, the remainder of the story may be comprized in a 
very few words. 0:i perceiving the destruction of her followers, she made 
the best of her way from Arabia, and eflPected her escape to Mossfile, 
accompanied by about four hundred of the natives of that place, who 
continued faithful to the last: and at a subsequent period, according to 
the ti'stiraony «>f some writers, she found it convenient to enrol herself 
among tlie more successful proselytes of the Koran. 

Malek tile son of Nowairah, the recorded friend of Omar, we have 
already had occasion to state to be one among those of the Arab 
chu fs, whoso destiny had led them to join the fortunes of Shujia; and he, 
like the rest of her associates, on the general separation, betook himself te 
a place of retirement, where the ties of friendship might, perhaps, have 
flattered him with no unreasonable hope, that the influence of an advocate 
so powerful as he possessed in Omar, would not he exerted in vain, to 
secure lus pardon with Abu Bukker. The sequel renders it necessary to 
add, that the wife of Malek ben Nowairah, possessed such exquisite beauty, 
as to be the theme of admiration to the utmost limits of the country. 

When dispatched to reduce the refractory and apostate tribes to their 
obedience, Khaled was particularly enjoined, by the instructions of Abfi 
Bul^ker, to forbear from molesting those among whom, he was still able to 
distinguish the call to prayers. But even where this appeared to be 
iutircly extinct, he was, as an indispensable preliminary, to invite th’em to 
embrace the law of truth, and to the payment of the usual contributions; 
on refusal to comply with which, he was then only, and not before, to con¬ 
sider their property at his disposal, and their lives at the discretion of the 
sword; iivall which, he was to be governed by such intelligence as should be 
conveyed to him, by the emissaries he was directed to employ for that 
purpose. 

Accordingly, when this inflexible soldier was assured of the dispeisioii 
which had taken place among the misguided adherents of Shujia, his spies 
proceeded to explore, and bring him advice of what indications of faith, or 
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A. H. Xrr. infidelity appeared among that community of Arabs, of which Malek was 
A. D. (>.13. chief. Some of these, on their return, reported, that on their passage 
Rouziit through the obnoxious district, the summons to prayers had not even once 
ussiifla. saluted their ears ; while the direct reverse was attested by Aljfi Ketauclah 
the Ansaur, who had been employed on a similar errand, and who posi- 
tivt’ly affirmed that this proof of the prevalence of Isslaum, still continued 
among them. Malek was, however, admitted to a conference with Ivhuled, 
111 which the latter, m the exchange of a very few words, came to the con¬ 
clusion, in his own mind, that he was stdl, whatever might be liis profes¬ 
sions, an apostate : and as Miilek, in the course of coiiversaliori, happened 
to appeal too frequently to the history and authority of tin* prophet, 
Khaled, at last, in apparent indignation, cried out, “ Oog as thou ait, 
“ whatever relation he might have borne tc» ns, Mahoinined was to thee 
“nolhiiig then making a signal to his guards, tin* In ad of this unlortii- 
nate man was, on the spot, struck off, witiiout any furtlier Ciiremony or 
inquiry. 

This fact is, at tVie same time, otlicrwise n'prosenled, liy sin*h as arc 
disposed to view the character IvhiiU d in a light more ta^orable. I5y 
these It is stated, that Malek and his dependents were brought to the 
camp of that general, at a period when the nights Irappened to be 
extremely cold; and orders were circulated by KhTtled, from motives of 
humanity, that those with whom they were in custody, should provide* tVir 
the accomiiiodation of their prisoners, in such a manner, as to prevent 
• their sufUriiig from the inclemency of the weather. By some strange iTnd 
cruel misconstruction of orders, however, the method which they took for 
the pni pose, happened to be of a nature so effectual, as to secure them not 
only against cold, but against ail future injury whatever. They were, every 
mail of them, nuirdered in cold blooil. And the conduct ol Khaled on 
the occasion, is rendered still more questionable and suspicious, by the 
circumsraiice of his having uuiuediaiely espoused the beautiful widow 4of 
his murdered prisoner. 

On intelligeiiee of this apparently wanton and cruel execution, the 
, strongest marks of asiouishmeiit and indignation were openly exhibited by 
Omar. In terms cd severe and hitter ci^iisiire, he complained to Ahft 
Bnkker ih * eondnci of Khaled, and called upon him by every consider¬ 
ation ol justice and policy, to remove him fiom a command, of which, by 
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his cruelty and utter contempt of decorum, he had rendered himself so 
iiitirely unworthy. More especially, since Abh Ketaudah, whose testimony 
in behalf of Eben Nowairah, had been so arrogantly rejected, had then 
solemnly sworn, never to serve again under the authority of Khaled, whose 
contumacy in putting this person to death, and immediately- transferring 
the widow to his own bed, must have equally excited the detestation and 
disgust of every just and honorable man. Unmoved by either the com* 
plaints or arguments of Omar, Abb Buliker desired that be would be more 
sparing in his censures, and less ardent in his expectations of the super- 
session of Khaled ; because the reasons must be of a most forcible complex¬ 
ion that could induce him to return to the scabbard, the sword which 
God himself had drawn against the infidels. Ue was, notwithstanding, 
ultimately prevailed upon by the urgent and repeated importunities of 
Omar, to dispatch his messengers to require the immediate presence of 
Khaled at Medcmah, to account for his conduct with regard to Malek the 
son of Nowairah, 

In obedience to this summons, Khaled set oOT without loss of time for 
Medeinah, and had arrived within a short distance of that city, when it 
occurreJ to him, that there could be no improjiricty in his making use of 
some expedient in order to secure a private audience with Abh Bukkcri 
This expedient was no other than to send on, a present of two dinaurs* of 
gold to the Khalit’s porter or chainborlain, with a request, that when at a 
proper opportunity Khaled should come for admission, no other should be 
allowed to enter with him. The porter accepted of the present, and 
engaged to conduct himself in the manner he was required to do; thus 
aflbrding, our historian remarks, the first instance of corruption recorded' 
in the annals of Mahommi danism. 

Khaled was accordingly making the best of his way to the mansion of 
Ahh Bukkor, when, from the gate of an adjoining mosque, Omar, the very 
person whom he most wished to avoid, made his egress, and immediately 
accosted him in terms not very conciliatory, having first seized, and broke 
to pieces, a couple of arrows, which, as was then the custom of the Arabian 
warriors, Khaled wore in his turban ; then continuing to revile him in a 

• The diiiaiir has been diflerently estimated, from tlie value of fire shillings to that of thir¬ 
teen and sL\-pcncc. According to Eerishtab, it tsa» equivalent to two rupees, about fi<-e 
shillings. 
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A H. XII* strain of bitter reproach for the cruel assassination of Malek ben Now&irah, 
A. D. 633. and his shameless breach of national decorum in the Seizure of the widow, 
he openly avowed his determination to see him stoned to death. To all 
ussuffa. which, Khalcd, conceiving that he had equally incurred the resentment 
and displeasure of Abh Bukker, made not the smallest reply ; and in this 
manner, galled by the reproaches and menaces of Omar, he reached the 
entrance of Abh Bukkcr*s mansion, to which the porter gave him immedi> 
ate admission ; at the same time, placing his hand on Omar’s breast, he 
told him that he had received orders to admit none but Khaled. Omar 
recollecting the respect which was due to the sacred residence of the 
prophet’s successor, forbore to make use of importunities, and withdrew; 
striking his hands together, and expressing at the same time his persuasion 
and regret, that the blood of his friend should have been thus shed without 
the prospect of that just retaliation, which he had so anxiously sought 
to obtain. 

On the other band, Kiialcd, on entering the presence of Abft Bukker^ 
was sternly asked, if he was not the murderer of one of the faithful, and 
the violator of the sacred sanctuary of the Harain, in c.s[ioiisiijg his widow ? 
A question which lihaled aukwardly evaded, hy demandiuu, on his part, 
whether the Khalif was not present, wlioii the appellation of the sxonl of 
God was bestowed upon him by their prophet. AbCi Bukker iiaving 
replied in the affirmative, KhAlcd proceeded to demand whether then the 
sword of the Almighty was destined to fall lightly, or innocuously, on the 
neck of the infidel only, and tiie hypocrite ? The Khalif, in his further reply, 
having expressed himself in a manner which indicated the contrary, and 
otherwise implied that the conduct of Khaled had been explained to his 
satisfaction, the latter withdrew from his presence, in no small degree 
elated with the result of his visit; and again observing Omar seated at the 
entrance of the mosque, watching his departure, he now calkd to him in 
a voice of contempt and defiance, and by the name of left handed dotard, 
dared him to come near ; from all which, concluding that he had justified 
his conduct, and liad been restored to the favor of Abu Bukker, Omar 
thought proper to postpone his resentment until an opportunity should 
. occur for its more efiectiial gratification. 

Having thus successfully vindicated himself against the accusal ions of 
his enemies, the resources of courage and skill, which Khaled is by all 
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parties acknowledged to have possessed in a very eminent degree, were A. H.XIT, 
next employed to put a termination to the aspiring and dangerous designs A. D. 633 . 
of Mosseylemah ; against whom, it would appear, the Khalif conceived it Rouzut 
expedient to call forth, on this occasion, the flower of the disciples of iss* ussuffil. 
lauin. Khflled hastened to rejoin the army, which, after the necessary 
equipments had been completed, he led accordingly straight towards 
Yomaumah; the division of the Aiisaur being consigned to the direction of 
Thaubut the son of Keyss, and that of the Mohaujer to Ab(k Khozzaifah 
the son of Attchah, and Zeid the son ofKhettaub, the brother of Omar. 

During the march, a small detachment of the people of Yemaiimab, in 
pursuit of one of th(‘ir fellow citizens who had been guilty of murder, fell, 
when they least expected such a misfortune, into the hands of Kh&led’s 
troo|)S; and on being interrogated by that general, as to the articles of their 
creed, answering without reserve that, like the followers of Mahommed, 
they also had their prophet, Klialed, with as little ceremony, gave orders 
to cut all their throats. When, in the course r)f execution, it came to the' 
turn of Sauriah tlioson of Aumar, and Muj.ua the son of Meraurah, both 
of them of the most distinguished rank 111 Yemaimiah, the former addressed 
himself to Klialed, and advised him, if he was desirous of ensuring success 
to the enterprise in which he was engagetl, to spare the life of Mftjaia : 
an admonition which appears to have been given on grounds so .solid, thi^t 
Klialed suspended the execution of both these persons, who were, thus 
seasonably rescued from the fate of their companions. After this, the 
Mtisslems continued their march to Ahazlr, a village in the territory of 
Yemaumah, where Klialed encamped for the pp^si-nt; determined to con¬ 
duct his operations against an adversary so formidable as Mosseylemah was 
now become in this part of Arabia in partu.ular, on the strictest maxims 
of prddciice and circumspection. 

Such iiiileed, through the concurrence of a variety of circumstances. 

Was the power to which the impostor had raised hims.'lf, that more than 
ordinary precautions were perhaps indispensible ; a force of not lc«s than 
forty thousand fiahtmg men being stated to have been at this period 
assembled beneath his standard. But among the eauses which contributed 
most materially to promote his views and ascenuaiicy in this province, is 
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■SI. H. X!I. njore particularly mentioned the testiipony, however false, which wa$ 
A. D. 6*33. borne to the nature of his character and mission, by a certain individual, 
"nouzut whom the Arabian writers have agreed to assign the denomination of 
vssuff’a. Nihaur iirrudjaul. This personage, like many others of his time, had 
sought and obtained an introduction to Alahommed, during his abode at 
Aledeinah; had embraced his doctrines, and been by him particularly 
instructed in the mysteries of that chapter in the Kor4n, which was after¬ 
wards called theSi)irut ul bakkerah.* Returning, however, to Yemaumab, 
he abjured those doctrines with the same facility as that with which he had 
embraced them; and attaching himself to the fortunes of Mosscylemah, 
was enrolled amongst the must confidential of his friends. 

In conformity with the instructions of his new master, he proceeded to 

circulate in the dijBTerent quarters of Yemaumab, that, in bis presence, 

Mahommed had expressly acknowledged Mosseylemah to be his equal and 

associate in all the functions of his divine mission. And such testimony 

confirmed by that of JNiohokkern Ben Teffeil, was received with so much 

deference, by the most distinguished among the Benni Kiiozzaifah, that 

they assented without hesitation, to the truth of what it was intended to 

establish; and Mosscylemali was accordingly received as the prophet 

ordained by heaven for their instruction and reformation. In imitation of 

tllabommed, and on the same pretence of communicating to them some 

portion of that abundant virtue with which he was supposed to be endued, 

he was persuaded by the same Nihaur urrudjaul, to lay his hands upon 

the heads of children, and to introduce his fingers into their mouths. 

After his death, we are however assured, that all those on whom this 

imposition had been practiced, became without an exception, either bald- 

headedl or stammerers in their speech. 

* • 

But to resume our narration. On the approach of Kh^led, the«chief 
persons of Yemaumab were called together by Mohokkem ul Teffeil 
already mentioned, and by him assured that the fury of these remorseless 
invaders was about to be directed to the demolition of their towns and 
temples, and to the destruction and violation of all they held either dear 
or sacred: neither did he pretend to disguise from them the nature of the 
' enemy with whom they were to contend. He told them, that in defence 
of their country, they must be prepared to combat with men, to whom 

* The chapter of the red heifer.—The Snd of the Korin, 



43 

1if5s had no value when placed in competition with duty; Who Were At H. Xtt. 
accustomed to look upon death in the service of their chief, ns the infulli- A. D. 63 s. 
bie medium of ensuring eternal life. To this they replied, by the most ttmmt 
solemn protestations, that on the day of battle, they were revived to ussufiH. 
exhibit such proofs of determined valor, as should, perhaps, convince 
Khaled of the enormity of those crimes with which he was polluted; and 
though he might contrive to escape from the slaughter of his followers, 
that he should not dare to look behind him, until he was under the gates 
of Medeinah. The result will shew that in these professions, they were 
perfectly sincere and in earnest. 

Khaled was suffered to advance however, without material opposition, 
until he encamped at a station then called Akkcrmah, when at the head 
of his whole force, which he now drew'oiit of Vemaumah, Mosseylemah 
nt length presented himself before the camp of the Mosslenis in formidable 
array. Jloth sides immediately j)r(;parrd for battle, the preliminaries to 
which it was not very (li/Tieull to arrange, wiu re the parties were equally 
anxious and ardent to engage. I’he right wing of Kliiilcd, notwithstand¬ 
ing the prognostications of Omar, was entrusted to the discretion of his 
brother Zeid, the son of U1 Khettaiib ; and the left was placed under 
Assaumah the son of Zeid, already noticed in the preceding pages. Of 
Ibis action, w^hich probably decided whether the tenets of Mahommed, or 
the code of Mosseylemah, should give laws to the eastern world, and 
Avhich is recorded to liavc been the most sanguinary and obstinately con¬ 
tested of any in which the disciples of the KorfLn had been hitherto . 
engaged, we shall perhaps be justified in reciting a few of the leading par¬ 
ticulars ; although at this distant period of time, they cannot be supposed 
to furniali much to interest the attention of the general reader. 

Ivarly in the battle, and the first who fell on the part of Mosseylemah, 

Was the Nihaur urrudjaul, whose representations have been already stated 
as so essentially serviceable to the cause of his master, and who was now 
sent to answer for his falsehoods, by the sword of Zeid. On the other 
side, those historians w'ho are partial to the memory of Khaled, describe 
him as setting in lus own person an example to his troops, by being the 
foremost in the coiitlict, which commenced as usual in most cases, with a 
succession of single combats betwixt those who were most ardent to display 

G9 
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A.H. XII. their valor. To him succeeded in th.e perilous exhibition, the gallant 
A. D. (»33. Aumar Yausser, a name much celebrated in these early times; he was 
Rouzut desperately wounded, and reluctantly compelled to withdraw to his station 
in the line of battle. Next succeeded l laretli, the sou of Husliaura ul 
MukhzAmi, and Zeid the son of-Kheltaub ; the latter of whom, after hav¬ 
ing killed five of the enemy*s principal captains, was at last mortally 
wounded, and fell covered with glory. AbCi Khozzaifah, the standard 
bearer of the Mohaiijer, was also one of the martyrs of this fatal day, 
together with about three hundred others of the most zealous partizans of 
the truths of the Mahommedan faith. The bulk of those who now fell 
was indeed of a rank so conspicuous and distinguished, that the Mosslcms 
were thrown into the utmost confusion; and terror stricken at the loss of 
their leaders a great partof tlumi quitted the field in dismay. 

The enemy flushed with victory, pursued the fugitives to the very tents 
of KhaleJ, which, in their fury, they proceeded to cut to pieces. Here, 
discovering the widow of Mah k, the son of Nowairah, recently espoused 
by Kluiled, they were about to put her to death, but withheld from their 
cruel design by the timely interposition of MOijaia the Yeraaumite, con¬ 
fined in the same tents; and by bis assurances, that at the hands of this 
defenceless female, he had not experienced aught but repeated proofs of 
kindness and hospitality. This success on their part was, however, hut 
of short duration. The avenging fury of Khaled pressed hard ^ipoii their 
footsteps, wrested from the rash intruders their half acquired victory, and 
drove them from his camp. Nevertheless, the battle continued to rage with 
undecided fortune, until night came on, and for the present put an end to 
the conflict; without, however, affording much rept>sc to the exhausted 
coinbhtants. The hostile armies, each apprehensive of an attack from the 
other, during tliis interval of obscurity, and anxious for the fate of the 
eqsiiiiig day, without quitting their arms, and with the bridles of their 
horses in hand, fearfully watched the approach of morning. 

Next day, and probably presuming on the partial advantages of the 
preceding, the foremost to provoke and renew the battle, was Moliokkcm 
ul Teifeil, the leader in Mosseylcinah’s councils, and the lieutenant 
. general of his armies. Vaunting his own praises, and the transcendant 

virtues of his patron, and the adherents of his cause, he advanced, in an 
attitude of proud defiance to the front of Khaled’s line, and was there 
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Hans^iyed by the lance of Thaubut the son of Keyss, the Ansaur, whom few a. H. XII. 
surpassed in courage and military glory. At the same time, the death of A . D. 633. 
this person has, by other writers, been indifferently ascribed, both to Kouzut 
Berra'i the son of Malek, and Abdiirraihman the son of Ab£t Bukker, after us9ulfJi. 
the troops of Mosseylemah had been diiven with such fatal slaughter into 
the garden near Yemaumah, as will presently he seen. The object of 
relating events with these occasional variations, being, according to our 
author in this place, to guard as much as possible against the chaige of 
defect of information on one hand, and partiality of statement in the other, 
which the disingenuous, the illiberal and the envious, might probably be 
on the watch to bring against him : an apprehension which appears to be 
eternally before his eyes; and which, if any were sufficient, might be 
extended with e(]ual propriety, as an apology for the endless digression 
and discrepance, wiih which the attention of the reader is perpetually per¬ 
plexed and fatigued, in this and almost every other work of oriental history. 

Conformably to sneh a plan, onr author proceeds to relate, that after 
having shiiii Moliokkeni iil retfeil, the son of Keyss continued to assail 
the ciKmy as tin y dared to ofler themselves, in all directions, until he 
also fell II martyr to his zeal and fidelity. In the same career of achieve¬ 
ment and martyrdom, he was followed by Saeyb the son ofUlahaum, the 
brother of Zobair. And it was now that Ikrrai the son of Malek, of whom 
more hereafter, beeonie conspieiioiis to both armies, by the rapidity of his 
assaults, and the eagerness with which he sought and engaged his antagon¬ 
ists. But the exertions of individual prowess, proved as yet unavailing 
againsi the pressure of superior numbers led on by no contemptible share 
of enthusiasm and valor. Transported to a degree of fury almost 
iiijgoverniihle, the enemy made at last so resolute and effectual a cliarge, 
that ihe Mosslems, incapable of resisting the torrent, were compelled to 
give w.ay. Khaled alone, unmoved and nnap|)alled, still continued by his 
voice and example, to animate, and rccal to a sense of shame and duty, 
his dismayed and broken sijiiadrons; whom he finally prevailed upon, 
though this was not accomplished without repeated shocks, to regain the 
ground fiom which they had bcim dnvm. The exertions of his general 
were gallantly seconded by Abd Dejaiinali, whose remonstranoes brought 
a body of the fugitives to unite with him in breaking through the columns 
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of the enemy» whose presumption derived from superiority of number only^ 
lie taught them to chasti.se, 

Neverllu*J<*.'!S, the generous efforts of the followers of MossCylemali were 
not of a complexion to be easily overcome. Not less than twenty different 
times, was the held alternately lost and won by the contending parties in 
the course of the day. Such indeed wa.s the fierceness and obstinacy of 
their assaults, that one of the Ansaiir, who filled a conspicuous place in 
the action, is compelled to acknowledge, that if the most signal and shame¬ 
ful defeat did not this day befal the disciples of Isslnin, it was rather to be 
ascribed to the singular tavor of divine providence, and the irrevocable 
decrees of destiny, than to any chums of .superior valor. 

I'ercciving that this conflict, the most severe and arduous in which, 
from his own confession, lie had ever been enL;:aged, had already proved 
hital beyond all preecdentj to the bravest of the prophet’s companions; 
KliAled was no longer disposed to d(uibt, that th'* blood of Mosseylcmall 
could alone decide the victory, or eXtmgui.sh the fury of the combatants. 
He therefore redoubled his exertions to inspire his troops with ardor; he 
urged them by every consideration of honor, of loyalty, and of safety, with 
one more simultaneous effort, to throw themselves amongst the enemy j 
and the impulse was perhaps such as to surpass his utmost expectations. 
Devoting themselves to death, and led on by the veterans of the field of 
Bedor, and many another hard contested field, the soldiers ofKhuled were 
no longer resistible. The troojis of Mosseylemah turned their backs in 
dismay; andMohokkem ulTeffeil, who, notwithstanding former statements, 
appears to have still survived, observing the confusion to be irretrieveable, 
cried out to the disordered multitude, “ to make for the garden indi- 
eaiing the garden of the nlcrcifnl, or as it was .subsequently denoiiiinnted, 
the garth'n of ilcafh^ under the walls of Yemaumah ; which had probably 
been fixed upon, as a place of retreat, in case of disaster. The fdgitives 
crouded round the person of Mosseylemah, and with him, accordingly,made 
the best of their way to this garden, the gates of which they iinniediatcly 
secured, and under cover of its walls, prepaivd to resist their fierce 
assailants. 

The Victors followed ill close and eager pursuit; and Berrai the son of 
Malek, who had alternately rendered himself in this battle as conspicuous 
by the most degrading cowardice, and the most distinguished proofs of 
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galliiRtry, o^lling upon his fls-sociates to throw him into tbo g&rdetk; they a. H. XII, 
raised him to ihe parapet of the wait, from whence he cast himself into A. D. 6S3. 
tire inclcsure; and by turtlicr efPirts of a courage amounting to despera- Rouzut 
tion, he so terrified that part of the enemy entrusted with the defence of v9»iSk, 
the gates, that the Mosslems succeeded in forcing them open. The con¬ 
flict was now renewed with undiminished fury and multiplied slaughter. 
Mohokkem ul Teffeil, to the last moment bravely animating his compan¬ 
ions to repel the assailants, here fell, transfixed by an arrow from the hand 
of Abdurraihman the son of Abfi Bukker; although his death is, by others,^ 
ascribed to Bcrrai the son of Maiek, with w'hat degree of justice it would* 
be immaterial to discuss. It will be more important and interesting to 
accompany Mosseylernah himself, as far as we are enabled to trace him, 
to the concluding scene of life and ambition. 

It becomes necessary to remark in this place, that Ilamzah the son of 
Al)dul Mfltlub, the much beloved uncle of MahommeJ, and one of the 
most illustrious in the catalogue of the martyrs of his faith, was one of 
those who fell in the fatal battle of Obud :• and the person by whose hand 
he fell, is generally acknowledged to have been Waliashi or Wahausha.^ 

This man relates of himself, that some time subsequent to that event, he 
repaired to Medeinuh, was permitted to visit the prophet, and embraced 
the tenets of Isslam: but as his presence must have been extremely 
obnoxious, having embrued his hands in the blood of his dearest friend, 
he was seldom, if ever afterwards, permitted to share in his society, 
although suffered to live unmolested in the town. After the accession of 
Abfl Bukker, and at the period they wero advancing towards Yemaumah, 
he armed himself with the same spear which had been fatal to the gallant 
Ilamzah, and joined the troops of Kh41ed. 

When Mosseylernah and his surviving followers, had been driven into 
the garden of death, Wahashi entered that scene of carnage, together 

* This battle, in which the prophet with seven hundred men, was defeated with consi-, 
derable loss, by Abd Soffeyan, and three thousand of ehe people of Mekkah, principally 
through the activity and intelligence of Khkled, then an infidel, was fought near the hill of 
Oliud not far from Medeinah, on the 15th of the month of Shavaul, in the third year of the 
Hidjera. It is well known that Hinda the wife of Abh Soffeyan, and mother of Mauweiali, 
is stated, with savage ferocity to have devoured the heart of Hamzah, the martyr alluded 
to in tlie text. 


t An Ethbpian or Abyssinian slave. 



A. H. XII. with the assflilnnts; nnd observing him, Word in hand, bravely cheering 
and animating the exertions of his adherents to maintain the conflict, he 
Koiiziit immediately singled him out, and advanced to attack him. Mosseylemah, 

r.ssutta. nothing dismayed, flew to anticipate tlie attack, when, at the same 

instant, lihen Aumar the Ansaur, assailing him from the other side, clove 
his head, just as the spear of Wahashi transpierced his groin, or the part 
adjacent; so that betwixt these two, it was impossible to determine whicli 
it was that gave the mortal blow. Hut in one respect) at all events, 
Wahashi did not tail to congratulate himself. Considering, that in the period 
of reprobation and unbelief, it had been his misft>rtune to destroy the noblest 
of men, next to his prophet; it was, as he said, some consulutiori to reflect, 
that under the purer influence of the true religion, it had fallen to his 
lot, with the self same weapon to hear so conspicuous a part in ridding the 
world of its vilest inhabitant, in the false and wicked Mosseylemah. 

By the fate of their leader, were extinguislicd the remaining hopes of 
his party ; resistance was at an end, and thedr last efforts were now directed 
to break down the walls of the garden, through the breaches in which 
they ruslied in crouds, to make their osiuipe. They were, however, 
slaughtered m heaps; to the number of seven thousand, being stated to 
have fallen within, and an equal number without the garden, 'fhe victory 
was purchased, notwithstanding, with severe and heavy loss on the part of 
the Mosslems ; no less than three hundred and fifty of the eoc xilcs and 
auxiliaries of the prophet being included in the total of twelve hundred, 
which was the amount of the slain on the part of the victors. .So many, 
indeed, of the depositaries and reciters of the precepts and revelations 

derived from the mouth of their prophet, are said to have been cut oft'on 

• • 

this fatal occasion, that Ahft Hiikker, apprized of these numerous casualties, 
and apprehensive that tin; genuine doctrines of the religion he professed, 
were otherwise in (lanu;cr of In iiig gradually coiruptcd, if not iiitiicly obli¬ 
terated from the im iiiory of man, immediately gave oiders to collect and 
arrange them in the foiin, in which they aie at this time exhibited in the 
Koian. 

In secure p«'ssession of his hard earned victory, Khaled became desirous 
of identifying ilsc body of iNlosseylemali; and for this purpose, attended by 
the captive i\iujaiii, he iraverstM those spots which the batth* had covered 
witli heaps ol slaughter, in the course of this disgusting survey, perceiving 
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A mangled cone, which, from its extraordinaiy stature, and fine proportions, 
he conceived to be that of which he was in search; and he, accordingly, 
demanded of his attendant, if this was not the body of his chief. Miljaia 
observed, that he was mistaken; it was that of Mohokkem ul TeiTeil, a 
person, as he said^ far more deserving of esteem. At last they discovered 
one which was no otherwise remarkable, than from its meagre form, and 
sallow complexion, but which Mbjaia immediately recognized to be the 
body of that man, whose existence, he now pronounced, to have been 
productive of such fatal mischiefs to himself and to others. Struck with 
the diminutive and insignificant appearance of the body, Khlled, with a 
mixture of scorn and indignation, abruptly exclaimed, “ what a wretched 
“ people they must be, who could abandon the sublime truths of IsslAm, 

and devote themselves to destruction, from an attachment to so con tempt i- 
“■ ble a creature, as these feeble remains appeared to indicate.” And yet, 
it is to be undcistood from a preceding part of this narrative, that Mossey- 
letnnii, when living, was as much distingiiislird for the elegance of his 
person, as for every other accomplishment of body and mind. 

The invention of Mftjaia was employed the while, in devising some 
plan to rescue the survivors of his slaughtered countrymen from total 
extirpation ; and he began by insinuating to Khaied, that the people whom 
with S(^ much difticulty he had defeated, were, however, only such as a 
rash and unruly spirit had precipitated to their ruin : but, that the fortifi¬ 
cations W'liicli lay before him, were still overflowing with the best and 
bravtst warriors of the Bciini Haneifah, with whom, he therefore recom¬ 
mended an immediate negociation. Leaving these reflections to operate 
on the mind of Khaied, he found means, by a private message, to commu¬ 
nicate with the inhabitants of Yemaumah, whom he instructed to arm 
tht ir women with helmets and coats of mail, and to distribute them, thus 
disguised, with swords drawn, round the different towers of the place. 

JVreeiving the ramparts of the town thus glittering with arms, the 
resolution of Khaied appears for'once to have forsaken him. He proba¬ 
bly b(‘gaii to iniagiiie, that the assault of a place so numerously defended, 
and by a description of men, of whose valor he had recently experienced 
such convincing proofs, might become an enterprise of some hazard ; and 
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$4 H. XII. he therefore conceived the recommendation of the ajrtful Mftjaip, at least. 

D. 633. worth the experiment. He, accordingly, authorized him to propose to the^ 
Rouzut~ garrison, the terms on which they might be allowed to capitulate. Upon 
SivuffA. this, Mhjaia announced, that he was already sufficiently apprized of the- 
state and determination of the town, to declare on what grounds those 
proposals would be accepted of; he would, therefore, undertake to say, 
that the citizens of Yetnaumah were ready to place at his disposal, on 
condition of further indemnity, one third of their cattle; one half of their 
slaves; and the whole of their gold and silver. 

Kh&led having signified his assent to these preliminaries, M^jaia 
approached that part of the town where the walls appeared loftiest; and 
observing one of the women, in loud and bitter terms deploring her losses 
ill the late fatal battle, he made himself known ; and having first cautioned 
her to suppress her lamentations, he desired that they would keep up as 
imposing an appearance as possible, until the treaty was concluded, which, 
in their favor, he was mediating with their enemies. He then returned to 
Khaled, and acquainted him, as the result of his communication with the 
town, that excepting in one article, to which they demurred, the inhabi¬ 
tants were willing to accede to his terms; that if, instead of one half, he 
would be satisfied with one fourth of the slaves, they were ready to-close 
with him: otherwise the treaty was to be considered at an end. With 
an unaccountable credulity, Khaled was prevailed upon to sanction the 
treaty with these terms; and when the gates were thrown open to him, 
he had no difficulty in discerning the grossness of the deception, which 
had been thus put in practice upon him; but, with a generosity, of which, he 
was not frequently guilty, be suffered his resentment to be appeased, whtm 
MOjaia pleaded in apology, that finding himself bereft of so gieat a major¬ 
ity of his hapless countrymen, he had recourse to this piece of deceit, as 
the only expedient which he could contrive, to rescue the .remainder from 
the remorseless fury of the sword. 

In the calm which immediately succeeded to the surrender of Yemau- 
mah, Khdled, without appearing at all to be affected by the scenes of 
b.lood which presenteti themselves on every side, recurred to the indul¬ 
gence of his appetites; and with as little ceremony, as feeling, or reflec¬ 
tion, demanded of Mhjaia, that he should give him his daughter in 
marriage. The \emaumite endeavoured at first to elude thn request, 



fcy defm^Rtingtlie extreme indecency of insiilting thememeiy of tom&ny A. H. 3dl» 
slaughtered victiina to the demon of fanaticism and revenge, by intro- Ju D* €35. 
ducing the sounds of festivity and mirth, before the bodies were yet cold. ^ 

But this was an argument which bore but little weight with the iron vasulti. 
hearted Kh&led; any more than the sum of one million of dirhems* 
then considered ati enormous dower, which was fixed by Mfijaia, as the 
price of his daughter’s hand, and w'hich was paid on the spot, and the 
marriage consummated without further delay. 

This disregard of appearances, together with some instances of prefer¬ 
ence to the relatives of his bride, with which Khaled, in the delirium of 
nuptial festivity, dared to mortify the haughty spirit of the coexiles and 
aiixilaries of the prophet, who composed the flower of his army, determined 
'the latter to make his conduct, once more, the subject of a complaint to 
AbA Bukker. In the letter, which Hussaun the son of Thaubut, was 
chosen to dictate in their behalf on this occasion, he is made to demand 
of theKhalif, whether, as the successor of tlieir prophet,he could, under any 
circumstances, undertake to warrant that total disregard of decency, with 
which they were perpetually insulted, in the demeanor of the man whom 
!>e had chosen to command them ; of that Kh&led, who, whilst the earth 
was still reeking with the blood of so many martyrs to the cause of truth, 
while the scattered limbs of his gallant associates lay yet unburied over 
the adjoining plains, was not ashamed to r^el on the silken couch of lux¬ 
ury and wedlock ; of that Khaled, whom, of all others, it behoved to 
remember, that, though the blond of but a single individual of the worship¬ 
ers of the true God had been shed by the Beiini Haneifah, it should have 
operated as an insurmountable bar to his forming any sort of connection, 

■much less that of marriage with them. This was, however, not all: in the 
pi'eference with which he thought proper to distinguish the relatives of his 
wife, it appeared a matter of constraint, if, at any time, he condescended 
to notice the salute of those who had fully participated with him in the 

* At five-pence half-penny the dirhem, equivalent to about .£25,000. According to Mr. 
tlichardson, twenty to twenty-five dirhems, have, at (Afferent periods, been reckoned to a 
dinaur, according to him, equal to about nine shillings. The precise relative value of this 
species of money, 1 have not. however, been able to ascertain with any exactness. The dir¬ 
hem, or dirreni, may be Considered the drachma, as the dinaur was probably the denarius 
«f the andents, with aoiae vaxlation in the xdative value. 

HS 
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A. H. XII. dangers and glory of the field of battle. However, if he, whom they had 
A. D. 633. been ever taught to distinguish by the name of most faithful, thought fit 
Hpuzut to sanction such proceedings, they had no alternative but submission ; his 
ussuffd. will should ever be theirs. And they should with the respect which 
became them, expect his orders. But it was full time to awaken Khaled 
from that dream of indifierence, and neglect of all propriety, into which he 
fallen. 

These breaches of decorum on the part of Khaled occasioned no small 
disquietude in the mind of Abh Bukker, who did not fail to communicate 
the displeasure he felt on the occasion, to his friend Omar, by whom he 
was again urged with renewed importunity, to depose him from his com« 
mand. But the value of Khaled’s services was too generally acknowledged, 
to admit of his being discarded upon a mere question of disgust. And he, 
therefore, determined to proceed no further, than to signify by letter, the 
indignation which he was constrained to feel at these repeated instances 
of misgoverned passion, by which he was perpetually giving offence to 
his associates. That the indulgence of his sensual propensities, seemed 
to have completely cast a veil betwixt him and every sentiment of discre¬ 
tion and decorum ; which could alone account for the iticoiisistency of his 
behaviour, at a period when the whole Mahonimcdan romrniinily, himself 
excepted, were absorbed in grief and sorrow, for the loss of so many of its 
bravest supporters, in the late battle. And that, for his own part, he should 
not forbear pronouncing his bitter execrations upon him, for these odious 
and disgraceful proceedings; by which, in addition to the foul stain 
incurred by the uiisauclioned murder of the son of Nowairah, he had 
accumulated such a load of shame and dishonor upon his tribe. 

Nevertheless, when the letter reached Khaled, and the contents wore 
unfolded to him, he affected to tn*at it with extreme derision, declaring, 
that Abfi llukker had neither knowledge nor concern in the matter, and 
that it was the entire effusion of Omar’s malice, in the mean time, the 
trophies of his victory were transmitted to Medeinah ; and among others, 
a female captive, of the name of Jlaneifah, whom the Khalif consigned to 
■ |he share of Ally ; but whose name would have been scarcely worth the 

record, had she not subsequently become the mother of Mahommed Han- 
eifah, the founder of*that, which is, by many, reputed the most orthodox 
of the four great sects of the Mahommedan profession of taith. 



A short time subsequent to the reduction of<Yeinaiimab, Kh4Ied was 
directed to conduct the troops of his command into Arabian Ir&k, and the 
territory stretching towards the lower tigris. And in that quarter he was, 
accordingly, employed in extending the dominion of the Kor&n, by the 
most rapid and splendid successes, when suddenly recalled by another 
mandate from AbDi Bukker, to take charge of the expedition which was 
proceeding towards Damascus. Kxtremely mortified at an arrangement, 
which seemed designed for the sole purpose of checking him in his career 
of glory, K haled ascribed this also, to the ever wakeful jealousy of Omar, 
who could not, as he said, brook the idea, that the metropolis of the 
Persian monarchy should be subjugated by his means. Yet, he determined 
to make a merit of his obedience to the orders of his sovereign, and though 
the inestimable spoils of Med^ein* had been already devoured in his ima¬ 
gination, he consented to consign them to the fortunes of another, and 
bent his march for Syria ; where his victories contributed to render him as 
memorable, as bis attention to the welfare of the just and good, appears to 
have entitled him in tins place to tin* favorable record of history. 

After slightly touching on subordinate events, the narrative conveys us 
at length to the termination of this reign. In the fourth month of the 
third year of his government, the meek and virtuous Abu Bukker, was 
seized with a fit of illness; in the progress of which, perceiving that recovery 
was iiopeless, he undertook to exercise a prerogative, of which, with ail 
the advantages to be derived from a character so sacred, his prophetic 
master, scrupled to avail himself; that of appointing a successor. How¬ 
ever, in tracing the steps which the dying Khalif pursued in the accom¬ 
plishment of this object, we shall perhaps be excused, if, from the 
liisionau’s usual exuberant variety, we endeavour to select that statement, 
whii’h ID his own opinion, appears to bear the fairest marks of authenticity. 

Having, in the first place, pretty clearly indicated the person on whom 
liis clioice would fall, by diiectiiig Omar to discharge the duties of the 
Imauinut,'j' he, sent, when his disorder had reached its crisis, for Othman 
the son iifOufTan, to whom, in the form of a will, he proceeded to dictate 
as follows ; '‘^Khalcifah after AhU Bukker” but here either fainting away, 
or his rosfdution failing him, Othman, of himself, after a considerable pause, 
inserted the words, Omar” Abh Bukker,recovering himself,askedfor 

* Ctesiphon. f The Sacerdotal duties. 
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A. R. Xlir. the paper, and observing the name which had been inserted, he demanded 
A. D. 634. by whom, and Othman acknowledging what he had done, the KhalfiT 
^Rouzut testified his approbation ; adding, that, for his part, he should have been 
vcsuffa. equally satisfied, if, instead of Omar’s name, he had even substituted his 
own. Ally, who, with many more of the chiefs of his court, was present 
on the occasion, here interposed, affirming, that he should acknowledge no 
other Khalif than Omar. On w'hich, Abh Bukker, apparently surprised 
at this fresh instance of self denial in the son of Abhtauleb, lavished upon 
him, every expression of applause and benediction; confessing that he was 
indeed a prince in the most exalted sense of the word, whilst they were 
the mere agents of his power. And, in the high flown strain of the orien¬ 
tals, that, as far as the twinkling lustre of the stars in the firmament was 
eclipsed by the transcending radiance of the full moon, so far were their 
feeble pretensions obscured by tlie hriohior splendor of his virtues. After 
all tbia, he proceeded, notwithstandiiiij, to declare that he had appointed 
Omar to be the prophet’s successor, and their sovereign, from a sincere 
conviction of the advantages, both civil and religious, to be de rived to the 
state, from the eminent skill and ability with which he was so peculiarly 
qualified to govern. 

Previous to this public promulgation of his will, the chiefs who were 
assembled round his pillow, had most of them entertained an opinion, that 
Abfi Bukker was disposed to bequeath the .succession in favor of rdliah, 
from a consideration ofconsanguinity,althoughtotheprejudiceandpxclusion 
of bis own aons. And Telhah is, himself, said to have indulged such an 
expectation. Under this impression of disappointment, it is not to be 
wondered at, that he should have united with those who now strenuously 
disapproved of the nomination of Omar, and in the most forcible language, 
called upon Ahfi Bukker, as he held himself responnhle to that being who 
is above all sovereigns, for the condition in which he left the people 
entrusted to his government, to reconsider his arrangement. 

Here again, we find Ally interposing for a second time, and declaring 
to Telhah, his fixed determination to submit to none but Omar, than 
whom, at the present crisis, he considered no other competent tothcardu- 
ous task of government. He further assured Abfi Bukker, that his arrange¬ 
ment of the succession was perfectly satisfactory; that he should ever 
bear witness to the benevolent solicitude evinced in his whole conduct, 
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fbr the .welfore of-his subjects; and he trusted, he should filially Kceiiw A.H.XIU. 
from the justice of a righteous creator, the glorious reward of his virtues. A . P. 6y4. 
Thus did Aliy, by a virtual abdication of his claims, and an express *~Rouzttt 
acknowledgement of those of his rival, famiiAi a sufficient refutation to unuffft. 
any arguments, which at a futiire pctriod might be resorted to, in support 
of his pretensions ; at least so far as they could be urged in prejudice to 
the succession of Omar. 

The chiefs had now retired, and Ayaishab, the prophet’s widow, enter¬ 
ing from behind the hangings which separated the apartment, had 
composed her father to rest, when he was again disturbed by the violent 
clamor at his door. One of her brothers was desired to acquaint himself 
with the cause, and the dying prince was iiifonaed, that the friends and 
Gorapaiiions of Mahommed requested an interview. On their admission, 
they assigned as a reason for this intrusion, the intelligence which Was 
gone abroad, of his having made a disposition of the government in fiivcff 
of Omar ; a man whom they ventured to pronounce, from the austerity 
of his temper, and the harshness of his manners, totally unfit for the charge. 

They, therefore, demanded of Abb Bukker, with this conviction on his 
mind, what sort of reply he could presume to make, when the supreme 
judge of the universe should require his reasons tor this last act of his life. 

Ayaishah, from whose relation these facts were derived, proceeds to 
state, that her father, upon a remonstrance so little ceremonious, could 
not contain himself from exhibiting the strongest marks of indignation; 
but when his anger had been in some measure appeased, be observed to 
his visitors, that since they had thought fit to threaten him with the strict¬ 
ness of that account, which he would be called upon to render to bis 
creator, he could venture to assure them, that he was not unprepared to 
meet the inquiry; for he could, with a peaceful conscience aver, that the 
person whom he had chosen to guard the welfare of his people, when he 
was no more, was a man, in whose breast* Che will of his maker would ever 
prevail over the capricious fancies of mortality ; and in whose mind the 
meaner gratifications of self, would always give way to the interests and 
happiness of those consigned to his care. 1 n short, Abfi Bukker expatiated 
so persuasively, and in the sequel, with a conviction so irresistible, on the 
numerous exceileiu'ies of Umai^s character, that he finally extorted from 
the intruders, the warmest expressious of veneration and gratitude, foe his 
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A. H. XIII. unceasing attention to their welfare ; for that discernment, which to 
A. D. 634. the last, he had displayed, in consigning them to the governance of such 
llouzut transcendent merit; and expressing, as they took their leave, their intire 
ussufla. assent to the choice which he had made of a successor. From all which, we 
might be disposed to conceive that the eloquence of Abh Bukker was of 
a nature so powerful, as to extinguish the most fiery resolutions and aiii> 
mosities ; and to transfuse into the hearts of his auditors in their stead, the 
most favorable impressions of that measure, which he was determined to 
prefer. 

Having dismissed his visitors, Abfi Bukker now sent for Omar, and 
apprized him of the disposition which he had made in his favor. It should 
have been previously noticed, that when the matter was first proposed to 
him, Omar had afiecteda total indiOercnce for sovereign power, professing 
that the Khelaufut never was within the scope of his wishes: but Abfi 
Bukker, insisting that there needed the super!iitendance of his firm and 
inflexible spirit, to give stability and lustre to the throne, he protended to 
yield a reluctant assent. And his friend proceeding to furnish him with 
such instructions, as he conceived best calculated fur the regulation of his 
conduct, with an assurance, that according to the degree of fidelity, with 
which he adhered to them, would he the fortitude with which he would 
be able to encounter the terrors of death and dissolution, he formally 
accepted of the solemn trust; and promised, by the most scrupulous obser' 
vance to attest his faithful regard for the precepts of liis venerable admoni- 
tor, which should, as he said, be forever engraven on his heart. 

After thus providing to the best of his judgment, for the prosperity and 
repose of his government, Al>fi Bukker devoted the fleeting remains of life, 
to considerations of a more domestic nature. Meek and modest, pious and 
humble beyond his contemporaries, the first of the successors of M.ilioin- 
mod, in Ins vest of woollen, a pattern of simplicity and frugality to the 
people whom he governed, had but few private arrangements to embarrass 
his last moments. He only re(|uested, that his daughter Ayui'^hah, would 
be responsible for the payment of the very trifling debt of a few dirhems, 
wliu’h he expressed his anxiety to discharae. He then desired, that when 
the awful event shouM have taken place, from which no created being was 
exempted. Ins body shcaild be conveyed to the entrance of the profdiet’s 
sepulchre, where it should be announced tljat Abh Bukker was at the gate. 



65 

' after which it would be his further object to hasten to the support of A*H.3flV. 
Amra, in conjunction with whom, there would be ample means of prose- A. 1)^635. 
tuting the designs upon Palestine, with every prospect of success. "rouzuT* 

In concurrence with his own proposal, Kh&led, with five thousand horse* lusuffft* 
was accordingly detached towards Baalbec; which, by the way, from its 
position on the map, would seem rather to indicate that, on this occasion, 

Amrili was proceeding towards the northern extremity of the coast of Phoeni¬ 
cia, rather than the river Jordan; unless, indeed, the apprehension originated 
with AbdObaidah; in which case it was extremely natural to delay the march 
of Amrh, until the danger which menaced in front, was removed. But it is 
to be understood once for all, that he who travels through the mazes of 
oriental history with a map in his hand, must expect to find his progress 
retarded at every stage, by those difficulties and incongruities which 
unavoidably occur, from the very vagpe and imperfect notions, in point of 
geography, by which it is in general pervaded. 

On his arrival in the iiciglibourhood of nanlher, Khaled found that the 
enemy were by no means disposed to decline an action. He attacked and 
defeated them, however, after an obstinate resistance; compelling those 
who escaped the fury of the sword, either to screen themselves within the 
walls of the town, or to urge their flight to a greater distance from the field 
of battle. Having apprized Abft Obaidah of his success, he was by that 
general called upon to fulfil that part of his engagement which it yet 
remained to execute; and he accordingly proceeded, without further delay, 
to join the camp of AmrCi; while the officers of Heracliiis, alarmed at this 
augmentation of strength on the part ot the Mosslems, thought it advisa¬ 
ble to remove to some more advantageous position, covered by the 
fortifications of Kehel or Kohol, near which they now encamped. Soon 
afterwards, Abu Obaidah repaired to join the troops now united under 
Khaled and Amril. 

The Greeks of Palestine receiving information of the presence of Abfir 
Obaidah, undertook to advise him by letter, if he had any regard for the 
preservation of his troops, to withdraw before it was too late ; and before 
that force was finally put in motion, which was destined to act gainst him. 

If ti)is was intended to intimidate, the attempt appears to have recoiled 
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A. ff. XIV. upon themselves. The answer which they drew from the firm and resolute 
A. D. 655. spirit of Ab6 Obaidah, awakened less arrogant conceptions ; and the next 
Bouzut message they transmitted to the Maliommedan chief, was accompanied 
ussufia. fvitb a request, that lie would depute some one of his officers to explain to 
them the object of those hostilities, by which, in different directions, they 
had been so repeatedly assailed. 

In compliance with this request, Meyauz the son of Jebbel was selected 
to explain to the Christians, the terms on which they might purchase for¬ 
bearance on the part of their invaders. In order to convey the more 
formidable impression of those whom he was deputed to represent, this 

I 

person armed himself in a suit of mail of extraordinary dimensions ; and 
throwing over it a vest of yellow silk, with a crimson turban on his head, 
he departed, thus equipped, on horseback, alone and unattended, for the 
encampment of the enemy. On reaching the place of conference, he 
dismounted, and taking his horse by the bridle, directed his steps towards 
the Batarkas,* or principal officers of the Greeks, whom he saw assembled 
for his reception : one of the attendants was ordered to take chaige of his 
horse, a service which he thought proper to decline, dryly observing, that 
110 one was better qualified to take care of his horse than himself. When 
he drew near to the assembly, his attention was attracted hy the magnifi¬ 
cence with which the persons who composed it were apparelled ; and no 
less by the beauty of the couches and cushions on which they reclined, 
which were covered with the richest stuffs, of the most delicate variety of 
colours. An interpreter explained to him, that the assembly consisted of 
the most eminent men of the country, many of them members of the 
court of Heraclius, and that he was expected to take his seat among thc-m. 
They now oficred, once more, to take charge of his horse, but this he 
persisted in declining; at the same time expressing a repugnance to seat 
himself in the midst of a circle so brilliantly arrayed, as the affair in which 
he was employed, could be dispatched as well standing as siting, it being 
however further explained to him, that there would be the most flagrant 
breach of decorum, if be proceeded to discuss the business of the confer¬ 
ence in the way he proposed, he pretended on a sudden to recollect, that 
his prophet had, indeed, forbidden his followers to hold converse Branding 
with any mortal, neither should he degrade himself by neglecting to observe 
the rule on the present occasion. But coutiuuing to feel the same 

* Fatriarchs, 
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avefsiort towards seating himself on the goigeous <*arpet, on which they A.H.XIV,- 
had placed themselves, he lifted up the corner of it, and seated himself on A*l>: 6s5. 
the bare floor. The interpreter again proceeded to explain to him, that the Ftouzut 
assembly, already apprized of the rigid scruples on which he regulated his 
plan of life, were disposed to make him every concession on these points: 
and to treat him, at the same time, with every mark of respect in their 
power: yet, they could not forbear to recommend, that, for the 
present, he would consent to discard the rustic habits to which he had 
been accustomed in the camp of Abd Obaidah, where the posture which he 
spemed to prefer, was perhaps conformable to the general usage. To this, 

Meyaiiz replied, that as a slave of the most high, he should never allow 
himself to consider it any sort of degradation, to make use of that carpet 
which his hand had spread fur all creatures. 

In short, after refusing to subsetibe to any of those compliments with 
whi(‘h they attempted to flatter him; and insisting that, so far from being 
wliar they chose to consider him, the noblest, he was the meanest of his 
countrymen, the business of the conference was at last entered upon ; and 
tlii'v procc'cded to deniand from him the nature of those proposals, which 
he was autlionzrd to communicate. Without much preface or ceremony, 
he announced, that they were in the first place summoned to embrace 
the tenets of the Koran-; to believe in the divine mission of the prophet 
of Isslam; to observe his precepts with respect to prayer and fasting; 
and to abstain from the use of pork and wine, and other articles interdicted 
to. the disciples of Mahommed. If they declined Issldm, and chose to 
abide in the errors of their ancestors, the payment of a stipulated tribute • 
would secure to them that indulgence ; but if they acceded to neither of 
these conditions, the must decide all diflerences between them. 

Finding that little was to be expected from the moderation of the Arabs, 
the officers of Heraclius confessed, that, as far as they could at present 
perceive, the terms on which they Were authorized to treat, and what he 
had just explained. Would never be brought to coincide; and yet they 
alleged there was one expedient still left to reconcile their diflerences; 
which, if he was in a disposition to attend to, they would state for his con¬ 
sideration. The district of Balka, they proceeded to remark, was, as he kneiv, 
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A.H. XIV^* already subdued by the Mahommedan armies; and of this, with all its 
A. D. 635. dependencies, tiiey signified they were prepared to make a formal cession 
™ Rouzut perpetuity; provided the Mosslems would engage to withdraw fiom 
ussuftH. the remainder of the Syrian territory. If these stipulations were agreed to, 
they were, moreover, prepared to enter into an immediate engagement, to 
unite with the Mosslems in a war against the Persian monarchy. On this 
Meyauz observed, that the district of which they spoke, being, with many 
more which they did not seem disposed to mention, alreadtf petssed, in’e- 
vocablify into the hands of the Arabs, was, therefore, intirely out of the 
question. But to cut short the discussion, he could further inform them, 
that so far from receding a single step, it was the resolution of his country¬ 
men never to lay down their arms, while a single town or district in Syria 
continued to acknowledge the authority of their enemies. This brought 
the conference to a termination; and the parties separating with expressions 
of mutual disgust and hostility, Meyauz returned to Abii Obaidah, and 
reported the result of this friiitless attempt to aecommodate a dispute, 
which ferocious ambition and rapacity on one side, and obvious imbecility 
on the other rendered, perhaps, impossible to reconcile. 

The failure of another attempt to neguciate with Abh Obaidah, was 
nevertheless experienced by the generals of lleraclius, before they felt 
themselves constrained to resign their cause to the decision of the sword. 
But having formed this resolution, they advanced, and boldly attacked the 
Mosslems on the right, left, and centre, coiiimanderl by Yezeid, Sherjebcil, 
nnd'Kh41ed, respectively, and were, with their usual adverse fortune, 
repulsed on every side. They returned to the charge, notwithstanding, 
with additional resolution and fury; but meeting with a resistance 
equally firm and impenetrable, they were now assailed in turn by Khaled 
and Haushem the son of Authah, the nephew of Saud-e-Wekkauss, by 
whom they were compelled to resume their line of battle, ilowcver, the 
fortune of the day was not yet determined. A third time the Greeks^ 
having poisoned their arrows, advanced with deliberate and silent steps, to 
make their last effort to disorder the ranks of the Mosslems; but the 
invincible Khaled again interposed his presence and example to elude the 
threatened blow. After a short exhortation to animate them in the per- 
iormance of their duty, he called upon his soldiers to fix their attention 
intirely upon his person ; and when they should hear him utter the 
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tekheir,* it was the signal to follow him, and urge their United course a.R.XIT. 
against the enemy’s legions. He then paused in silence to watch the A. 0.635. 
decisive opportunity; after which, advancing bare headed in front of bis troops, Bouzvt 

he cried, with a loud voice, Allah liU akhar, God he is greats and rushed lusufflU 
immediately forward, followed by his whole division, uttering a shout so 
tremendous, that the affrighted Greeks were thrown into instant confusion; 
from which, the Mosslems breaking in among them at the same time, it 
became impossible to recover. The defeat was attended with considerable 
slaughter. They left eleven thousand dead on the field of battle. The 
rest fled in part towards Antioch, or at any rate into those districts of the 
Syrian territory, not yet occupied by the Arabs; and others of the fugi¬ 
tives threw themselves into the fortress of Kohel, which lay somewhere 
in the vicinity. On this occasion, from the acknowledgement of their 
own writers, the disparity, on the side of the Mosslems was not so consi¬ 
derable, as that with which they are generally represented to have 
contended with their adversaries; the force of the latter, being in this 
battle limited to sixty thousand, and that of the Mosslems consisting of 
not less than seven and thirty thousand men. It is, however, not to 
escape our recollection, whether in this, or any other occasion, that, with 
respect to numbers on either side, the calculations of the orientals are not 
to be admitted without ample allowance for exaggeration. But it may be 
safely allowed, that the victory of Kohel, although there may be some 
difficulty in ascertaining the spot on which it was achieved, contributed to 
extend, in a very alarming degree, the terror already excited by the unin- 
terropted career of success, with which it appears the Mahommedan 
armies were at this period, pressing onwards in every direction, from their 
native deserts. 

The inhabitants of Harness,f in addition to the dangers with which they 
were more immediately threatened, had been most seriously alarmed by 
the reduction of MeH^ein,;]: the metropolis of the Khossrous, which had ■ 
been taken possession of by Saiid-e-Wekkauss, some time previ«ius to the 
period uruler consideration. They were, therefore, aroused to the neces¬ 
sity of making the most speedy and active preparations for defence ; and tor 
further security, solicited and obtained from Heraclius, if that had been of 

• Alla b& akbar. t Emesa. 

X Ciesixihoo, gencially so called by the Persians; sometimes KtcisfUn. 
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A.H.XIV, any avail, the assistance of a very powerful reinforcement; although, as 
A. D. 635. may have beeri not unfrequcntiy observed, where providence has already 
Rouziit determined the fall of empires, these very measures of precaution appear 

uksuft'a. to have accelerated the decision of their fate. Abh Obaidah, with his 

usual circumspection, had conveyed to his sovereign early intelligence of 
the force which was collecting for the defence of [Jamess; and he received 
in consequence orders from Omar, to proceed without delay, and form the 
siege of that place. He accordingly marched directly to Llumess, and 
invested it so closely on every side, as to cut off from it every possibility 
of fnrthersupply; not improbably, before the rncaiis of subsisting its numer¬ 
ous garrison had been sufficiently provided. 'I'he apprehensions of immediate 
scarcity and famine rcnderetl an effort to open u eoiiitnuiueat'oti with the 
country ind spensahU?; and a vig<MOus sally was aecordiiigly det- rmiiied on, 
and carried into immediate execution Hut the Vigihineeef Abu Olirtulah, and 
the courage of Khuled, ever foremost to tlicealloi daiiiter,aiMl n<tt unworthily 
supported by the gallant Yezeid, prescnti’d every witcre eii insurmountable 
barrier to their exertions. The troojis ot the garrison wc^re repulsed with 
slaughter, and driven back into tlic town, to eiicouiiter, under all the dis¬ 
couragements of defeat, the distresses of hunger and deprivation in every 
shape. It would, however, appear, that before these distresses could have 
made any considerable progress in the town, the inhabitants hecame sO 
dismayed by surrounding dangers, that the honors of a protracted defence 
were foregone, to secure the probable ttttainmcnt of favorable terms, by 
an early submission. With this object, they sent out proposals to JVbu 
Obaidah, who readily admitted them to a capitulation, on the payment of 
a stipulated ransom ; and the place was accoidingly surrendered to him, 
without further resistance: the fifth part of the ransom, being on this 
and every other occasion, remitted to the treasury of the Khalifa at 
Mcdeiiiuli, and the residue distributed on the spot among the captors. 

The troops of Ab4 Obaidah were at this period dispersed over the 
country, to expedite the schemes of conversion, or of devastation and 
death ; and he was, from a prudent precaution, directed, on the reduction 
and of Harness, to concentrate his force as much as possible at that place, 
and there to remain for further instructions. He accordingly established his 
quarters within the walls of the town, while his scattered detachments 
repaired to join him from all parts of Syria. 
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On the apparently premature captu^re of Harness, the emperor Heraclius A.RXIV. 
began to feel himself straitened, even witui'n the extensive ramparts of A.D. 6S5. 
Antioch. And on this occasion, the Arabian writers have undertaken to Rouzut 
furnish posterity with a report of the bitter expostulations with his courtiers, unuffijt. 
to which, in the mingled emotions of grief, disappointment, and rage, he 
now gave a loose. He demanded of his Batarkas,* if the Arabs were not 
men like themselves, with the difference only, that in number and peisonaf 
strength they were greatly inferior.^ to what fatality was he then to ascribe 
the disgraceful issue of every combat in which bis troops had been opposed 
to them ; and the strange apathy with which his olBicers seemed disposed 
to abandon to them, those fair domains which, by every motive of interest 
and honor, they were engaged to defend. One of the courtiers, equally 
rcpectable by his advanced age and superior wisdom, ventured to tell his 
sovereign, that, if indulged with permission, he could easily trace the 
source of all the misfortunes, by which tlie empire had been recently 
assailed. The victories of the Arabs were to be ascribed, solely, to the 
perfection of those institutes, and of that religion, by which they were 
eqii'iliy restrained from evil, and stimulated to the performance of every 
virtue ; from which alone, and from no other circumstance, they derived 
those irresistible energies, which, as men and as soldiers, gave them 
hitherto, a decided superiority over all that had been employed against 
them. A superiority, which they would assuredly retain so long as the 
contamination of vice and luxury continued to debase the morals, and 
debilitate the exertions of their adversaries. 

This plain language of his venerable admonitor seems to have made 8 
sensible impression on the mind of the emperor; he confessed with sorrow, 
that of ail his numerous advisers, this old man alone had retained sufficient 
integrity to disclose the sentiments of truth ; of which he felt so powerful 
a conviction, that he could no longer hesitate in what manner he was to 
dispose of himself; neither should he furnish such an example of folly and 
imbecility, as to expose his person any longer amongst a people so degen* 
erate. His resolution, therefore, was to remove to that part of his remain¬ 
ing dominions, where the progress of vice and corruption had not yet 

* It is scarcely nece<>sary to repeat, that Batarks and Essakefa, patriareba and bishops, 
were the usual ^pellatiirns by which tbs orientals cbose to designate the principal officers 
and courtiers of the Greek empire. 
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A.H. XlV. totally destroyed the foundations of private and public virtue. The same 
A. ]). 635 . sage adiiioiiitor here again interposed, to observe, that partial discomfitures, 
Itouzut however disastrous, ought not yet, to compel him, to abandon forever a 
ussult'a. province so glorious as that of Syria, at least without trying the result of 
another conflict. He should, therefore, propose a nobler alternative; 
which was, that those numerous legions who had so long subsisted on his 
bounty, and who were now scattered in idle parade over the surface of his 
extensive dominions, should be assembled without loss of time, to oppose 
the further progress of these formidable invaders, [f the result was fortu¬ 
nate, all comment was unnecessary: and if the reverse, he would then be 
justified before the world, in making a sacrifice of the country to the cruel 
vicissitudes of war. This more generous resolution prevailed with Cscsar; 
at any rate in concurrence with such a plan, dispatches were transmitted in 
all directions, to summon the troops of the empire to join the standard of 
Ueraclius; and it would appear that such a multitude of armed men were 
accordingly brought together under the walls of Antioch, as were sufficiimt 
in point of number at least, to have expiated the atrocities of the Moss- 
lems in their own blood, if, by the decrees of an inscrutable providence, it 
had not been otherwise ordained. 

For the chief command of this assembled force, Heraclins selected from 
among his generals, Babari, (into which the orientals have probably converted 
the name of Manuel) to whose reputed superior eburage and skill, he 
conceived he might now venture to confide his interests in Syria. Three 
separate "bodies, each one hundred thousand strong, were, at the same 
* time, held in readiness to advance to his support; comprising altogether, if 
these writers are entitled to belief, with those already iinrler the immediate 
command of this general, the formidable total of four hundred thousand 
men. 

Such preparations could not, however, escape the knowledge of 
Abu Obaidah, in whom they might be reasonably expected to excite 
some degree of anxiety. It became therefore the subject of an early 
deliberation with his principal officers, whether it would be advisable to 
expect the approaching storm at Ilamess ( or to retiie without further 
delay towards Damascus. On this occasion, Yezeid the son of Abil 
Soffeyau, whose character, amidst the rage of party, appears to have 
acquired universal respect, proiiosed, that after securing their families and 



&nd besought p'eritaission to be laid by the side of his master; he added at 
the same time, that if the request was favorably received, the gates of the 
sepulchre would be thrown spontaneously open. 

He expired shortly afterwards, amidst the tears and lamentations of a 
sorrowing family, and to the sincere and lasting regret of all the inhabitants 
of Medeinah, by whom, in common with his other subjects, he appears 
to have been deservedly respected and beloved. He was buried, in con- 
currence with his dying instructions, by the side of the prophet; that 
circumstance having exactly taken place, to denote permission, of which he 
had forewarned his family, and which it could not be attended with any 
considerable difficulty to provide for. This event took place when he had 
attained the age of sixty-three, and in the fourth month of the- third 
year of his government.* 

Bearing originally the name of Abdulkaabah, this was on his conversion 
changed by the prophet into Abdullah, the servant of Grod, instead of the 
servant of the Kaabah. His more general appellation of Abh Bukker, or 
parent of the viigin, he obtained, it is almost unnecessary to repeat, 
because he was the father of Ayaishah, whom we shall have frequent 
occasion, to mention. That of Seddeik, or faithful, perhaps credulous, 
because he was the first to attest his belief in the prophet’s miraculous 
journey to heaven ; and occasionally that of Atteik, ox liberated, because 
the prophet pronounced him, from his integrity and blameless life, absolved 
from the guilt of sin. His father Othmaii, surnamed Abi Kohaufah, 
survived to the succeeding reign of Omar, when he died at the advanced 
age of ninety-nine. 

He left several sons and daughters, particularly Ayaishah, the most 
turbulent and ambitious of the prophet’s wives, and Abdurraihman, her 
brother, by the same mother; Abdullah, by a former marriage, and Ma- 
hnmmed, by one which he contracted subsequent to his conversion. On 
the education of this latter, he bestowed particular attention, and he 
became at a future period celebrated beyond his brothers, by his devoted 
attacliment to the cause of Aliy. 

* Thin would fall on one of the days between the 12th of Jummaudy, the 2nd and the 
llthof Uudjub. Corresponding with the 12thof August and 9 th of September, A. D. 634. 

I 


A.H.Xm. 
A. D. 634. 

Rouzut 

ussuSiL 



56 

A. H. XIII. Without descending to a particular enomeration of that catalogiii^'of 
A. D. 634. virtues, which are recorded to have adorned the character of this prince^ 
Kouzut and which, in a species of funeral oration, addresnsed to the assembled 
ustuil'a. chiefs of Medeinah, by the illustrious Ally, he sealed by an affirmation,, 
that after the death of their legislator, the community of Isslam would 
perhaps, never have occasion to deplore a greater calamity, than the loss 
of that man, of whose mild and pacific virtues, the hand of death had then 
deprived them. It will be sufficient further to observe, that, however 
in points of doctiine otherwise hostile, all nations and sects of Mahomme- 
dans, in this respect, appear to have discarded all difference of opinion; 
and to have united, in consecrating the memory of Abb Bukker, in the 
general esteem and perpetual veneration of his country. 

We shall, with the author, close the compendium of this reign, with a 
list of those* persons, who principally enjoyed the confidence of Abfi 
Bukker, and whose talents he employed to defend the interests, and pro¬ 
mote the Bgrandizement of that unsettled system of policy and legislation, 
which had devolved to his charge. Ilis Kauzy, minister of law, or civil 
judge, was Omar; and his amanuenses or secretaries, were Othman 
afterwards Khalif, and Zeid the son of Thaubut. Aittaub the son of 
Asseid, who had been placed in that dignity by the prophet, was continued 
in the government of Mekkah ; he died, however, the same day with 
Abfi Bukker. Othman the son of Abi ul Auss, presided as lieutenant of 
Tayef; and Mahaujer the son of Ommeyah, as that of S^na. Zeiaud the 
non of WaJeid, held the government of Hazermowut; of fiahareyne, Ullai 
Hozermi; and of Nedjeraun, Jerreir the son of Abdullah. The territory 
of Arabian Irsfk, as far as it was brought under subjection, was entrusted 
to the management of Mossenny or Mothenoa the son of HIretba, the SheU 
J>anian,of whom, more hereafter. And lastly in Syriab, Abfi Obaidah the son of 
Jerrauh, Sheijeil the son of Hassenah, and Yezeid the son of Abfi Soffeyan, 
•exercised a separate authority, subject, however, to the snperintending 
icoutroul of the warlike .and invincible &hAled. 
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O MARi the son of U1 Khettaub, did not embraed Issllm, until A. H.XIIb 
Mahommed was in the sixth year of his mission. During the A, D. 634. 
period of his infidelity, he had held a rank and consideration among the Rouzut 
most eminent of the Koraish ; and his distinguished abilities and discern* 
ment had, on many occasions, obtained for him the selection, when the 
difficulty or delicacy of arrangement might have presented the prospect of 
of miscarriage, to inferior qualifications. He now also succeeded without 
further question or opposition, to the supreme authority vested in the first 
Khalifs, assuming the title of Ameir ul moumenein, commander of the 
faithful; to obviate, as he told his courtiers, the inconvenient circumlocu¬ 
tion of calling him the Khaleifah of the Khaleifah, the ejcur the wear, 
of the prophet of God. You are, said he, the only faithful, and 1 am 
your chief. 

The first act of his government, was the removal of Khaled from the 
command in Syria, which was transferred to the veteran Abfi Obaidah 
ul Jerrauh, whose tempered valor, and modesty of disposition, would in 
other circumstances, have amply justified the preference. 

The progress of Mahommedan fanaticism, and Arabian ferocity, was now 
diverging in a settled course, towards two grand and important objects; 
the subjugation of those provinces which embrace the eastern shore of the 
Mediterranean, and of the rich and fertile territory on the banks of the 
Euphrates. To avoid interruption afid confusion of detail, the author, whom 
wc shall follow, has thought proper, at the present stage, to direct the 
views of his reader, solely to the transactions in Syria; but the narrative 
will revert, at the proper period, to the record of those events, which led 
to the final subversion of the proud and splendid fabric of the Persian 
monarchy. 
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A. H. Xlir. When the letters, which announced the elevation of Omar, and his 
A. D, 634. orders for the supersession of Kh41ed, were delivered to Abh Obaidah, 
Rouzut the Mosslems had already formed the siege of Damascus. But from a 
vssuifSi. degree of modesty inherent in his disposition, and a repugnance to be the 
instrument of mortifying the pride of his associate, the contents of these 
letters, were, for some time, concealed by AbA Obaidah; and the intrepid 
Kh^Ied, unconscious of the degradation, was suffered to exercise the funco 
tions of command without interruption. The circumstance became, 
notwithstanding, at last, unavoidably known to the army; and the troops, 
in the hurry and inadvertence of the field of battle, addressing to Ab(i 
Obaidah the title of general, it ultimately attracted the attention of Kh^led, 
who was at no great loss to form a conjectnre of the situation into which 
he was thrown. His expressions of regret were, however, confined to the 
misfortune which he had sustained, and which he now bewailed, in the 
death of Abfi Bukker, to which alone he ascribed any circumstance of 
humiliation, which, at this moment, he might be destined to experience. 
Kholauss^t same time, informed by another writer, that, in the heat 

ul of action with a very superior force of the enemy, a messenger from Me- 
skhbaur. deinah privately announced to Khaled that Abfii Bukker was no more. 

With that presence of mind, which, in the crisis of danger, never forsook 
this daring and intrepid chief, he seized the opportunity of deriving from 
the incident, the only advantage, of which it was capable. He proclaimed 
to his followers, that the messenger announced the approach of a power- 
ful reinforcement of twelve thousand of their gallant brethren. And 
whilst the intelligence was left to circulate, and inspire fresh confidence 
through the army, he secretly demanded from the messenger, who it was 
that had succeeded to the sovereignty of the Mussulmans, and was now 
told that Omar was Khdlif. “ Then am 1 superseded,” observed Khaled; 
to which the messenger replied, that he was not mistaken, and that the 
command of his army was devolved to Abfi Obaidah. With these unfavor¬ 
able impressions on his mind, notwithstanding, Khkied urged his troops 
with fresh ardour, against the Greeks, now separated from him by a river, 
and succeeded in obtaining a complete victory; after which, he repaired 
to Abfi Obaidah, apprized him of the accession of Omar, of his own 
' degradation, and quietly resigned his authority. 
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At any rate, it appears not improbable, that Abh Obiadah shoifid in the 
fii^t instance, from whatever motive, have been induced to suppress the 
dispatches, which degraded from his command a general, whose skill and 
intrepidity had rendered him equally the terror of the enemy, and the pride 
and admiration of his followers; and it is further said, that the matter 
continued a secret, until the arrival of a second express from Medeinah ; 
by which AbUl Obaidah was directed to retain a certain proportion only of 
the troops for the scige of Damascus, and to detach the remainder towards 
Harness :* but among those whom he was strictly chaiged to detain under 
his own immediate observation, the obnoxious Khkled was more particu¬ 
larly mentioned. The Kaussid, or messenger, who bore the second dispatch, 
delivered it through mistake to Kbkled himself, thus disclosing to him, 
that his authority was at an end. In this delicate situation, he demeaned 
himself with exemplary moderation and temper; he upraided Abh Obaidah 
for his want of confidence in so long withholding from him the secret of 
his disgrace; and the latter, with a corresponding spirit of moderation, 
was heard to declare, that had it rested with him, the disclosure would 
never have been made ; as he did not consider a question of power, of 
suflicient importance to occasion any kind of difference between brothers. 
In the mean time, since the pleasure of their ruler could be no longer 
postponed, he intreated him to accept of the command of the cavalry; and 
in that station, to continue the exertion of the same zeal, activity, and 
course, by which he had already contributed so conspicuously, to the 
advancement of the cause in which they were engaged. To this proposal, 
Khiled thought it adviseable to accede. 

The point of command being thus admirably adjusted, the siege of 
Damascus was resumed with additional vigor, and the garrisqn driven to 
the utmost extremity. In this crisis of their affairs, it was determined, on 
consultation, to make a grand and decisive effort to dislodge the besiegers ; 
and for this purpose, the governor marched out of the town with his 
collected force, to give battle to the Mosslems. Affecting to be struck 
with a sudden panic, the latter immediately fled, with every appearance of 
precipitation and disorder; and the garrison, elate with the prospect of 
victory and relief, and resigning themselves to an inconsiderate pursuit, 
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A. H. Xlir. were coi^pletcly drawn into the snare; the Mosslems having led them to 
A. 0.634. a convenient distance from the town, suddenly returned upon their pursu- 
Rouzut 6rs, and ussniled them from every side, with all the advantage of surprise, 
iissuffa. and opposition unexpected. In the course of the action, SelFwaun the Sal- 
inian observing one of the chiefs of the enemy, conspicuously distinguished 
by the richness of his armour and attire, had with his mace brought him 
to the ground, aiid dispatched him; when he found himself suddenly 
assailed by tlie wife of the fallen chief, whom she had accompanied to the 
field of battle, and whos^• death she now prepared to avenge. Recoiling from 
the dishonor of embrniiig his hands in the blood of a female, the hardy 
mussnitnuri, by a dtxtenuis management of his sword, continued, without 
injuring thep<Tson of his frail antagonist, to awaken in her heart the sense 
of danger, and compelled her to retire for safety within the lances and javelins 
of her party; while he proceeded to strip the slain of his gorgetins armor 
and habiliments. Animated by the example of Seffwauu, the Mosslems 
redoubled their exertions ; and the garrison, in no small degree discouraged, 
W'cre ultimately driven back to their walls, which, however, th<'y were 
not fated to reenter without infinite difficulty and loss. .More closely 
reinvested than ever, the approaches of famine aniUuinger, united with the 
sword of the enemy to complete the measure of ilu*ir misfortunes; and 
their last resource w'as to implore the assistance of their emperor, who 
kept his court at this period at Antakliiah,* on the Orontes, the capital of 
the Syrian province. 

They stated to Heraclius, that the siege had now continued for nearly 
twelve months; during which, they had endeavoured, by successive sallies^ 
to repulse the Arabs from before their walls; but all attempts had terminated 
to their own discomfiture and loss. In the pressure of distress and danger, 
tiy which they were menaced on every side, they had now turned their 
views to those succors, which, if he was any way desirous of preserving 
the country, they anxiously implored he would hasten to their relief; 
otherwise, they w'ere become so intirely exhausted by fatigue and 
famine, that they must be reduced to the only alternative which remained; 
a capitulation with their besiegers, from whom they did not despair of 
obtaining reasonable terms of surrender. In reply to their intreatics. 


* Antioch. 
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Heraclius urged them by every argument of fear and hope, to continue 
the defence,. in which they had hitherto ao bravely exerted themselves, 
without relaxing in their efforts; and that he should hasten to their 
assistance, the moment his preparations were completed, fiut be cauti¬ 
oned them, by no consideration whatever to be persuaded to place any 
reliance on the faith of treaties with the Mosslems ; by whom, so surely as 
they put them in possession of the city, their property would be given up 
to pillage, and their wives and families to the most cruel and disgraceful 
captivity. Relying on these assurances of relief, the people of Damascus 
persisted in defending their works for some time longer; but perceiving that 
the army of the besiegers was becoming, by continual reinforcements, daily 
more numerous and formidable, while the promised aid appeared as distant 
as ever, they could at last be no further withheld from sending out to 
AhCt Obaidah, propositions for the surrender of the town. The Mahom- 
medan general, anxious to be put in possession of this important place 
before the the troops of Heraclius should be in a condition to attempt its 
relief, very readily consented to give them terms; and a capitulatioa was 
immediately agreed upon, confirmed by the signature of most of his officers; 
by which, on the payment of one hundred thousand dinaurs,* the lives and 
properties of the inhabitants were secured to them, as far as that security 
could depend upon such an engagement; and the ransom having been 
accordingly paid, the keys of the city were delivered to Abfi Obaidah. 

Unhappily, the fierce and inexorable Kh^led, whose quarters were 
established on an opposite side of the town, either r^rdless of the treaty, 
or unapprized of its conclusion, which is most unlikely, during the night, 
with a ladder of ropes, and some chosen companions, scaled the walls; and 
finding the posts unguarded, hastened to one of the adjoining gates, which 
jhe threw open to the troops, who were in readiness to enter from without, 
and led them, to the fearful clamor of Allahfi Akbarj* into the heart of the 
city; plundering and slaughtering all that fell in his way. In this state of 
horror and uncertainty, the defenceless inhabitants looked with impatience 
for the break of day ; when the governor, with the principal citizens, fled 
for sanctuary to Abfi Obaidah, whom they besought to enforce the terms 

* At twenty dirrems, of about five>pence half-penny each to the dinaur, this would be 
about equivalent to 45,833/, Ut, 84,; at twenty-five ditTems to the dinaur, it would be about 
57M2t^I/, 13t, 4d, 
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of the treaty, by which he was engaged to protect them. Kh41ed wns, at 
last, prevailed upon to put a stop to the cruel outrages into which the city 
had been so basely betrayed : and the gallant Yezeid, the son of Abft Sef- 
eyan, to whom it had been long since proniised, was now placed in the 
government of Damascus; which, under this family, and the Benni 
Ommeyah, in the lapse of a few years, attained to a pre-eminent degree of 
prosperity and splendor. If we are to place any reliance on the manuscript 
dates of the Orientals, the capture of Damascus took place in the month 
of Rudjeb, of the fourteenth year of the Hidjera.* 

Having secured this important acquisition, and protected the inhabitants 
from further outrage, Abu Obaidah was at leisure, in pursuance of the 
Khalirs instruction, to detach Amrft Auss towards Palestine, and the 
territory contiguous to the river Jordan : with ortlers to obtain a peaceable 
submission, if he found the people disposed to listen to his terms; but if 
his overtures were rejected,, to carry pillage and devastation through the 
country. The approach of Amrh was preceded by the usual circumstances 
of alarm ; and the terrified inhabitants, by an early and seasonable appli¬ 
cation, amidst the embarrassments which now seemed to multiply upon 
him, succeeded iu procuring from Heraclius, a reinforcement of twenty 
thousand horse. This, together with the intelligence which reached him 
about the same period, of another body of similar strength collecting in 
the vicinity of BaalbfC, for the present gave a check to the progress of 
Amru ; and he found it prudent to remain stationary, until he should have 
apprized Abfi Obaidah, of the unexpected and powerful opposition, which 
had arisen against the projects of aggression and rapine in that quarter. 

Aware that the force under Amrft was inadequate to a contest with such 
accumulating superiority, Abb Obaidah sought the advice of Khaled, as to 
tlie best means of disconcerting the measures of the enemy. With his 
usual promptitude of decision, Khiiled suggested that Amrfi, with tlie 
troops most exposed to the attacks of the Christians, and the Aiabs their 
confederates, should, for the present, remain on the defensive. In the 
mean time, he would himself undertake the dispersion of that part of the 
enemy^s force which app ^ared to embarrass them on the side of Baalbec ; 

• Accordin'; to Ocklcy, the capture of Damascus took place on the day of AhA Bukkei’s 
death, on Fjiday the 'Jlid of August, A. D. 634. Twelve months earlier than is here 
’r-‘oi.led. 
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property within the town of Harness, they should encamp with all their A. H. XV. 

fighting men in some convenient position without the walls, until the A.P. 636. 

arrival of the several detachments, which were hastening to join them Rouzut 

firiim all parts of the country, should enable them to proceed and give 

battle to the enemy, with every reasonable prospect of success. To this 

plan, so prudently conceived, and in appearance so peculiarly applicable 

to their situation, Sherjabeil the son of llassanah particularly objected, on 

the score that it would be etjually imprudent and unsafe, to confide their 

families to the disposal of the Christians, by whom, on the smallest leverse 

of fortune, it w'as most probable, they would be betrayed or delivered over 

to the eiietny. 'I'his difiiculty,.however, Abu Obaidah proposed to remove 

by compelling the chri^tians in the first place, to quit the towm. Uut to 

this, Sherjabeil expressed still stronger objections ; as a measure pregnant 

with dishonour, and breach of faith towards the inhabitants, whom they 

w'cre solemnly engager! not to expel from their habitations. What, on 

the other hand, ho should recommend as the most advisable plan, was to 

remain as at present, within the walls, until.moans had been taken to 

aj)|)ri/e Omar ot' their danger; and such reinforcements should be dis- 

paU-lied to*their assistance, as in the exigencies of the moment he should 

be aiile to spare. Abu Obaidah again observed, that before any messenger 

from him could possibly reach Medeiiiah, the enemy would be before the 

gates of ilaiiiess, w'lthin which, they must already have felt themselves 

too closely straitened. At this stage of the debate, llobairah the son of 

Mofiuk interposed, objecting altogether to the idea of remaining cooped 

upvviihin the walisuf any place; as being totally repugnant to theconstitution 

and liabrts of the natives ot Arabia, accustomed through life to breathe the 

free air, and wander unrestrained in the boundless tracts of the desert. 

For his part, he thought it the wisest plan, to evacuate Harness intirely, and 
w'ithdraw towards Damascus; while messengers should be ^dispatched with 
the utmost speed to announce to Omar the situation of afiTairs ; who, if he 
found It convenient or proper to send them reinforcements, would nut fail 
to act as best became him. But, at all events, they should be equally 
prepared to repel the attempts of the enemy, whenever he was found 
disposed to interrupt their progress, with a full reliance on the protectiou 
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of that providence, which had liitherto so conspicuously promoted their 
success. 

'J'his last proposal appearing to concur with the general opinion, it was 
acceded to by Abh Obaidah who determined to carry it into immediate 
execution. Having, therefore, previously dispatched to Medeinah, to 
announce to the Khalifhis intended departure, and the necessity ofimme> 
diate support, he, accordingly, evacuated Harness, and proceeded on his 
retreat to Damascus. By the return of his messenger, he had, however^ 
the mortification to iearji that Omar disapproved of this retreat; although, 
as it appeared to be the result of a deliberate discussion with his officers^ 
in circumstances of which, on the spot they were best qualified to judge, 
he still expressed his confidence, that the event might yet prove favorable. 
In the mean time, he' was exhorted not to suffer himself to be intimidated 
by the enormous and unwieldy multitudes of the eiicMiiy, as his experience 
must have taught him to recollect, that victory did not always attach 
itself to superior numbers; and he was further assured, that under provi¬ 
dence, he might expect to receive reinforcements, peradventure, as soon 
as the letter which conveyed this reply. It was no diflicult matter to 
convince Abh Obaidah, that he had been premature in abandntflng to the 
enemy without a contest, the fruit of his victories; and he now publicly 
acknowledged the superior rectitude of conception, and clearer judgment 
of his master. 

On the retreat of the Mosslems, Bahan, with that body of the troops of 
Heraclius assigned to his immediate command, advanced, and took passes* 
sion of Harness; for the surrender of which, to the Mosslems, the inhabi¬ 
tants appear to have accounted to his satisfaction. From thence he 
conducted his troops to the Yermfik, and having fixed upon a position of' 
strength and advantage, he encamped, on the banks of that river; in 
which, allowing for a convenient abridgment of names, may be recognized 
the llicromax,* or Hieromaces, a stream formed by an union of the torrents 
of Mount llermon, and which runs into the lake of Tiberias. On this 
spot, at all events, the Greek general conceived he might venture the fate 
of Syria upon the decision of a battle; and he was, in the course of a very 
few days, successively reinforced by those powerful divisions, formerly 
stated to have been held in readiness to march to his support. 

* Mr. Gibbon’s Roman empire. 
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The Mosslems, on the other hand, whose progress for the present a* H. XV. 
appears to have been completely held in check, expected the bursting of A. D. 636. 
the storm, with considerable anxiety and apprehension ; fresh advices were jtouaut 
sent to Medeinah, to remind the Khalif of the magnitude of the dagger, ussuffi. 
and of the uigeiit necessity of immediate aid. Again Omar sought to 
dispel the alarms of Abili Obaidah ; to revive his courage, and to prepare 
bim for a conflict with the enemy, which, he exhorted him, not by any 
means to decline. The messenger was further instructed to acquaint his 
general, that, heaven permitting, he might still look to receive considerable 
reintorcemeiits, before the enemy would venture to bring him to a battle. 

And in order that his performance might keep pace with his promises, a 
deiueliiiient <»f three thousand horse under Soweyd the son of Saumut the 
Aiisaur, quilted Medeinah, in order to join the Mosslems, immediately on 
the departure of llit; messtiiger; Ahft SofTeyan, and Saud the son of 
Aumar, following shortly afterwards with a smaller division of one thousand 
men lor the same desiiiiatioti. The detaehiijciit uiuler Soweyd is even said 
to liave proct^eiled with so much celerity as to have joined Abh Obaidah, 
before the messenger who had been dispatched to announce its approach. 

)Jiit at all events, ihe arrival of these succors at a period so seasonable, 
diffused a degree of confidence and animation through the army of Abfi 
Obaidah, far beyond what might be conceived from an accession of number, 
on these siateiiients, apparently so inooiisidcrablc. 

While alfairs continued in this posture, instead of an attack before the 
arrival of further reinforce incuts should have rendered the issue more 
doubtful, Abu Obaidah received a message from the general of the Greeks 
proposing to try the result of another confercilce ; at the same time, inti¬ 
mating, what, in ages more refined, would probably have excited some 
jealousy, that the character of his pm/erensor in the command of the 
Mosslems, had raised him so high, in the estimation uf the whole world, 
that it beeamc extremely desirable he should be the person selected, 
through whom, to ermvey the mutual disclosure of those nnans, which 
might be resorted to, in order to bring to a termination the deplorable 
calainitu'S bv which the country bad been so long (b'solated. 'Fo this, 

^ a • • * 

there was nut much difficulty in obtaining the consent of Abfi Obaidah ; 
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A. H. XV. and Khaled was accordingly directed, either next day, or very shortly upon 
A. D.636. this application, to proceed to the camp of the enemy, in order to afford 
Rouzut an opportunity for the proposed communications. Among the articles of 

uwuftit. his equipment on this occasion, was a splendid crimson pavilion, for 

^’hich Khaled, with his usual profusion, had paid the then considerable sum 
of three hundred dinaurs* of gold; this, on his arrival, he caused to be 
pitched close beside the head quarters of the Grecian commander; .who 
immediately hastened to visit the celebrated stranger, with the beauty of 
whose equipage he either was, or affected to be, prodigiously stricken ; and 
by an apparent frankness of demeanor, to conciliate the good opinion of his 
guest, signified, that if, on any consideration, he could be induced to part 
with this beautiful tent, there was scarcely any thing which he would not 
freely give in exchange. Khaled, without hesitation, made him a present 
of what appeared to excite so great a degree of admiration ; but declined 
accepting of any return, observing, that a diversity of manners would render 
any thing that was Greek, but an useless appendage to him. llahan 
accepted of the proffered gift ; but it was not, until afterwards, either 
understood or suspected, tliut it was the direful pledge of blood and 
slaughter. 

Having, by every possible demonstration of respect towards Khaled, 
prepared him, as he tliouglit, for a favorable consideration of the terms 
which he was authorized to offer, Bahan entered more explicitly upon the 
business for which this interview had been solicited; and proceeded 
accordingly to state that, if,%s he had reason to suspect, the object of these 
cruel hostilities was the accumulation of wealth and plunder, he would 
undertake, provided the Mo^slems on their part, would engage to withdraw 
from the countries which they had invaded, to secure the payment of a 
sum of money, according to the following proportions ; namely, to Omar, 
as their sovereign, ten thousand dinaurs to Ab6 Obaidah one half that 
sum; to one hundred of his principal officers, each one thousand dinaurs; 

*Froin 137/. 10«. Od. to about 171/. I7t. €d, 

t As this species of coin was valued from twenty to five and twenty dirhems, of five-pence 
half-penny each, tlie shares might be estimated as follows, viz. Omar’s, fr'm (m. 8</. 

So 5,789/. 4(/. Aba Obaidah’s. one half. Each principal officer's, from 458/. 6s. 8d. to 

972/. 18s. id. flach horseman, 45/. lbs. 8d. to 57/. 5s. lOd. Elach ioolinan, 22/. 18s. 4d, 
to 88/. 18s< lid. When gold was probably of ten times the value of the present day. 
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to eveiy horseman one hundred; and to every foot soldier lb the army, A. H. XV'. 
fifty dinaurs. A. P. 636. 

These proposals, which at best could only tend to a temporaiy com* Rouzut 
promise, do not, however, appear to have experienced from Khdied any ussuffil* 
degree of serious consideration ; on the contrary, he proceeded to describe 
what, if the Greeks were truly disposed to put b period to these animosi¬ 
ties, and the evils of which they were the source, he conceived the most 
obvious plan to ensure peace and safety upon the strongest foundations. 

That which he should recommend as the best and the most effectual, was 
immediately to receive into their habitations, the lamp of eternal truth, 
and to embrace with their lips the language of salvation, as exhibited in 
the sacred pages of the KorAii. If, however, an adverse destiny should 
lead them to reject this first of blessings, there still remained one further 
condition, on which they might be yet. permitted to enjoy their property 
and families in security ; that, by which they should bind themselves to 
the payment of a permanent tribute ; but if, from a blind fatality, neither 
of these conditions were acceded to, there waa only one further instrument 
by which the dilferences between them could be finally and effectually 
determined :— the sword. In other words, he offered to their choice, 
either Jssldm, tiibiitey or the sword; the terms with which these fero¬ 
cious reformers had now, for some time, been accustomed to practice upon 
the ignorance, fears, and imbecility of the surrounding nations. 

With an expression of scorn and indignation, which he no longer 
endeavoured to conceal, each of these conditions was rejected by Manuel; 
who sternly assured Ktialed, that the descendants of the Romans were 
not yet so debased as to relinquish the faith of their ancestors, for the 
religion of Mahommed; neither were they yet sufficiently humbled to 
become a tributary nation. But with respect to the implied menaces 
with which he tiioiiglit fit to sum up his proposals, and the arrogance with 
which in (Uhcr poiiit.c, he chose to demean himself; he should recommend 
to his consideration, an attentive perusal of those embattled multitudes, 
who now panted to avenge the slaughter of their fellow subjects; and who 
were assembled, in truth, for purposes very different from thase which led 
to peace with their atrocious invaders. He then informed Khkied, that his 
presence in the camp of the Greeks was no longer necessary; that it 
behoved him to withdraw and prepare his friends for immediate and uure- 
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A. H. XV, lenting hostility; which, for his own part, he had no further motive for 
A.D. 636. delaying, as his arrangements had been long since completed. Upon 
Rouznt which, Khaled rose from the conference shaking the train of his vest, and 
ussufl'3. departed without molestation, to communicate to Ab6 Obaidah the resiult 
of his mission. 

The negociation, whatever might have been the object of it, thus failing 
in every respect, but that of a mutual aggravation of the parries, it next 
became the subject of diseussum among the generals of Heraclins, in what 
manner to direct ihe operations of the mighty force entrusted to their 
management; so as to ensure those aclvanmges which were possible to 
be drawn from a piodigioiis suiieriorilx ot niimbers. The plan whieh 
appears to have been first suggested, v.as to se|s\r.Uc into several di'^tinct 
corps, each in itself siitiicieiitly stiong to eng ig ■ the eueiiiy, wiih <>vei’y 
reasonable prospoet of snteess, vih.l,- ilie |••■llia!^.il i divisions were held in 
reserve to attack in nuation ; and *lins. hv a sorn s 'ifalu'niale assaults in 
close succession, continue to ernuiss and i>xh.uisi the strength of the 
Mosslems, until, by repeated action, fatiiiiie and loss, they should be so 
intirely reduced, as to become at last an easy eonqiiest. This, hern'ever^ 
not according with the general upiiiiun, another plan was adopted, hy whieh 
it was tinally determined to assail the enemy at onee with their whole 
force, and put all to the hazard of a single confli'd: of wliieh determination, 
together with the result of the recent ronference with Khided, the com¬ 
manding general immediately dispatched to appri/t* lleraelms ; as also to 
announce the day on which he proposed to lead the troops into aetinn. 
Nevertheless, having experienced considerable disqniidinle from a dream, 
in which he had been solemnly warned not to give battle to the Arabs, on 
pain of iiic'vitable defeat, he eonid not forbear iiitiin iting to his sovt iei'/n, 
that it would be prudent to provide in some degree against sueli a tiisaster, 
and for this imrpose he recommended, that all the femah's, together with 
the treasure and valuabies, should be convi'ved without delay, towards 
Constantinople. After whieh, ho might himself, with less anxiety, con¬ 
tinue at Antioch, to expect the issue of the impending conflict. 

W hile liis mind w’as engaged in these anxious preparations to meet the 
enemy, one of his principal officers retjiiested, that llahan would give him 
permission to relate the circumstances of a fearful dream, wdlli which he 
also had been recently visited. In this, he described, tliat he saw, as lie 



79 

thought, a number of men in white vestments and green tuibans, descend 
from the sky, and having bound him, and his companions, proceed to 
drive them oiT in all directions, crying out at the same time in accents, 
which still sounded in his ears, or you perish f That while 

they were accordingly endeavouring to escape from unknown danger,some 
of iiis companions seemed to fall to the earth ; others appeared to cleave to 
it, uithoiit the power of motion in any shape; and that while, in this 
situation, he turned his attention towards those numerous bands which 
had once acknowledged their authority, he thought they followed, division 
after division, and suddenly disappeared in succession, until not a vestige 
of the whole was to be seen ; and with these dreadful impressions on his 
imagination, he awoke. VlTith considerable displeasure at the uneasiness, 
which this relation had added to his former disquietude, Bahan proceeded 
to explain, what he conceived this vision appeared to forebode ; and par¬ 
ticularly that those whom he observed to fall, and to be deprived of motion, 
indicated all that were destined to meet death in the approaching battle ; 
amongst whom, as some compensation for the additional discomfort of 
which he was now the occasion, he very devoutly wished, the dreamer 
might prove tlie first. On the other hand, Abb Obaidah has also his 
dreams assigned him ; not such, however, as to awaken those sentiments 
of dismay and despondence, by which the defeat of the Greeks was 
already half accomplished ; but such as were calculated to inspire him¬ 
self and his followers, with the most animating confidence of success and 
victory. 

Of the dreadful battle which ensued, and by which the fete of Syria and 
Palesiine was ultimately decided, it will be sufficient, without entering 
into detail, to describe stmie of the principal features. As far as our infor¬ 
mation enables us to state, it would appear that the multitudinous legions 
which ct)mp(»8ed the Christian army, on this occasion, were, by their 
ge neral, disposed into twenty separate divisions; each consisting of twenty 
tlioiisaitd men, under the distinct management of an experienced Batarka* 
from some known proof of superior ability selected for the charge. 
These were, at the same time, to be considered as acting in subordination 
to ill ■ more general arrangement, of two wings and a centre; the rigrht 
being cuiisigned to the discretion of Boknautrah,* and Jorjeis; the left to 
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* Fogonatus perhaps, and George. 



A. H. XV. of KhUed yfsts intended ea a presage le the direful effusion of blood, 
A. D.(i36‘. which they were destined to witness on the banks of the Ycrm^k. The 
Ruuaut intelligence of this victory, which, together with the appropriate fifth of 
ucsoftil. spoil, was immediately conveyed to the seat of the Khelanfiit, by Abft 
Obaidah; was received by Omar and the chiefii of the nation with the most 
lively sensations of joy ;and with those testimonies of exultation, which a 
triumph so signal and decisive over the most formidable opponents of their 
ambitious projects, was calculated to inspire. 

Tar different were the emotions which iferaclius was destined to exper¬ 
ience from the issue of this most sanguinary conflict. The fugitives who 
dropped in gradually at Antioch, appeared so completely exhausted with 
fatigue, and scared in their intellects, as to be totally incapable of giving 
any distinct account of what had passed : all that could, for some time, be 
collecteil, was, that they had witnessed some tremendous catastrophe, from 
the fearful impressions of which, they were not sufficiently recovered to 
afford any rational or coherent information. At last Khozzeiinah, an Arab 
chief of some distinction in his service, whb had been present in the battle, 
was brought before lleraelius, and from him was derived a sufficient know¬ 
ledge of particulars, to estimate the extent ot his misfortune; not one of 
those generals, and nobles of his court, regarding whom he severally 
inquired, having escaped the dreadful carnage. The horrible report might, 
perhaps, be well supposed for the moment, sufficient to stagger his belief, 
or disturb his reason ; but without attaching much importance to the fact, 
coming as it does on authority, by principle and inclination, decidedly 
hostile to the memory of a Christian monarch, Heraclius must have been, 
at this period of his life, possessed of no small portion of the inhuman and 
bloody spirit of the vilest of his predecessors in the Roman purple, if, with 
an impulse not unusual in the breast of tyrants, he condemned the unfor¬ 
tunate reporter on the spot, to lose his head ; not professedly indeed, 
because he happened to be the messenger of evil tidings; but because it 
was unfortunately recollected, that some eight years before, with the 
integrity of an honest man, he had been most urgent to dissuade his 
sovereign from abandoning the religion of Christ, for the doctrines of 
Mahommed; when, in the sixth or seventh of the Ilidjera, in common with 
other princes of the east, the letters of that bold reformer were communi¬ 
cated to Heraclius. At any rate, although, to all obvious appearance at 
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ieast, the position of Antioch was pretty well removed from any danger of A. H. XV. 
immediate attacki Heraclius was so terrified by the intelligence, aggravated A. D. 6s6. 
not improbably, by apprehensions of domestic treason, that he conceived ^ouzut 
a longer residence in that city would be attended with extreme hazard to ussufll. 
his personal safety: and he therefore determined to quit the banks of the 
Orontes without further delay. He accordingly withdrew from Antioch, 
accompanied by his whole court; and on his departure, ascending a hill 
ill the neighbourhood of that city, took a last view of the Syrian territory; 
and, expressing his equal regret and conviction that he should never again 
behold it as his own, he bid a long and affecting adieu to this favorite and 
interesting domain. 

On the other hand, after securing the fruits of his victory, and probably 
encouraged by the precipitate retreat of the emperor of the east, Abft 
Obaidiih marched with his army and immediately invested HalJeb.* The 
inhabitants were, perhaps, neither from habit nor disposition, prepared to 
encounter the hazards and extremities of a siege; and they accordingly 
proposed, without tmieli deliberation, to become tributary to the govern¬ 
ment of the Mossleins; and the Arabian general, very cheerfully agreeing 
to their pro[)osal, thus obtained possession of a place of much reputed 
strength and importance, without experiencing eitherdifiiculty or resistance. 

It must be confessed, that this is not reconcileable with the circumstances 
of the defence of the castle of Aleppo, and the means by which, through 
the daring intrepidity of an individual, it was ultimately captured, as des¬ 
cribed by Mr. (iibbon, on the authority of Ockley; which are intirely 
omitted by the historian, whom, in this place, we profess to follow; although 
in other occurrences frequently of inferior interest, we shall rather have 
occasion to complain of redundancy than omission. And if, in other 
respects, these pages shall be found to depart from the order of events as 
described by the same eloquent writer, with whom the capture of Jerusa¬ 
lem precedes that of Aleppo, we have no apology to offer, but that of 
being compelled to adhere to our original. 

Having taken possession of Aleppo, a body of two thousand horse, under 
Malek Ashtur, and Hobairah the son of Mefrouk, was detached by Abu 
Qbaidah towards Derbund of Rhme; some place of that name probably on 

• AIep[^. 
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A. H. XV. the frontiers of Anatolia. This detachment was, however, recalled shortly 
A. D. 63b'. afterwards; but not before Malek Ashtur had found an opportunity of 
Kouzut exhibiting the roost conspicuous proofs of singular prowess and personal 
wsufi'fl. strength, in a desperate action with a superior force of the enemy. Ab^ 
Obaidah then conducted the army back to Damascus, leaving Habeib the 
son of Selinab, in charge of Aleppo and Kunserein,* and the recent acqui¬ 
sitions in that quarter. On his return to Damascus, he dispatched to 
acquaint Omar with the steps lie had last adopted ; by whom he was 
directed for the present to suspend the operations of the war, and to allow 
liis soldiers a short period of repose; before he proceeded to the final 
reduction of those numerous places of strength, which still continued to 
resist the yoke of the Mosslems in different parts of Syria. In the letter 
transmitted by the Khalif on this occasion, he announces the progress of 
Saud-e-Wftkaiiss in the war against the Persians, whom he now describes 
as reassembling, after their calamitous defeats, under the passes of Hulwaun. 
A.H. XVI. When the army had accordingly enjoyed a period of repose at Damascus, 
A. D.b37. sufficient to recover them from the fatigues of an arduous campaign, Abfi 
Obaidah received the orders of Omar to proceed to the reduction of 
Ailiah, or Jerusalem,'I' so called, from the emperor Adrian. On this ser¬ 
vice, Amrfi was sent before him with a competent force, to commence the 
siege of that city, which was for some time defended by the garrison, or 
inhabitants, with considerable bravery and resolution. To the governor 
who conducted the defence of Jerusalem on this occasion, the orientals 
have assigned the name of Artifin ; but to which of the generals of Mcra- 
clius, or of the fugitives who escaped the carnage of the Yermiik, this 
name applies, it is in vain to conjecture. Be it however hs it may, when 
Amrb had been for some time engaged in the siege of the place, he 
received from one of the inhabitants a message, apprizing him, that it 
would be as well to suspend his labour; because, in addition to the most 
conspicuous character for integrity and justice, with which he would be 
adorned, the name of the distinguished person, to whom Jerusalem was 
destined to fall, was composed of three letters, and his, it was unnecessary 
to remind him, consisted of four. At the same time, the manner in which 
Amru possessed himself of this important secret, has by other authors been 

* Chalcis of Syria. 

t Ii is howev'er more generally known in the East by Ute name of Belt ul mukdess. The 
evidence of holiness. 
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differently stated * By such we are given to understand, that ArtiCkn, A.H.XVr. 
the governor of the place, equally distinguished among the Christians for A. D. 637 . 
wisdom and valour, found means to announce to Amrft, that the prosecu- Rouzut 

tion of the siege on his part was labour intirely lost; because there existed ussufHk. 
a well known prediction, that the sacred city was destined to yield to a 
person distinguished by certain marks, of which not one was to be recog¬ 
nized, either in the person of Amrh, or in any part of his character. And 
he therefore recommended to him, to spare himself much fruitless fatigue 
and loss, by raising the siege. Under pretence of conveying an answer to 
this communication, Amrh sent into Jerusalem a person whom he selected 
for his knowledge of the language of the Christians: which knowledge, he 
was, however, instructed carefully to conceal, and to pay the strictest 
attention to the conversation which should occur at the conference, to 
which he was to be admitted: so as to preserve a perfect recollection of all 
that passed. When the messenger was permitted ^ to deliver his letter to 
ArtiAn, the latter repeated the circumstance of the prediction ; and, with 
a reinissness, not very creditable to his prudence, (to gratify the curiosity of 
some of his officers) proceeded to describe the marks, by which the 
destined conqueror of Jerusalem, was to be recognized; among others, 
that his name was composed of three letters, whereas, he remarked, that of 
Amrh contained four; all which the messenger carefully noted, and as 
punctually reported on his return to Amru. In Arabic, it is almost unne¬ 
cessary to add, that though the name of Amrfi consists of four, that of 
Omar contains no more than three letters, and this, with some other 
apparent coincidences, enabled Amrili to trace the resemblance to the 
reigning sovereign of the Mosslems. 

in the mean time, Abii Obaidah, with the main body of the Syrian army, 
advanced from Damascus, and encamped somewhere on the river Jordan; 
from whence he transmitted to the inhabitants of Jenisalemy a summons to 
become tributary without further resistance ; otherwise he should be con. 
strained to employ against them, a description of men, who, in the advance¬ 
ment of their faith, loved death, better than the Christians loved hog's 
flesh and wine. But finding that this insulting message produced no 
«fl'ect in relaxing the defence of the besieged, he proceeded in a few days 

• Habeib-u&seyr. 
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A. H.XVI, and joined Ainrii. To convince him that they were not yet discout* 
A . D. (i.i;. aged by the accumulation of force which now beleaguered themy the garri- 
Itouzut son of Jerusalem sallied from the town, and resolutely attacked their 
ussufla. besiegers ; they were, however, repulsed with loss, and compelled for the 
future to conftjie themselves to the defence of their walls. Perceiving at 
length, that the perseverance anil ardour of the Arabs must ultimately 
prevail; and that the feeble bjirrier by which they were yet separated 
would shortly give way to their edbrts, it was announced to AbA Obaidaliy 
that they were ready to treat for a surrender; but that they were deterred 
from Cuming to a couclusmu on the subject by a distrustt of which they 
acknowledged they wer not able to thvcsl themselves, in his oiiservaiice of 
tlio faith of treaties; they tlierelbre proposi^l that Omar should he on the 
spot to ratify the tri a'y iu person, and that the^ should then feel no diffi¬ 
culty in subuijtriijg to his uiitlanity. 

I'ljis proposal fxj the parr c»f rise besieged, y\bu Obaid.di f»und it advis¬ 
able to communicate to the chu t r>t the believeis nt 'deoeui.di : by wiinin 
it was made the subject of nuincuno- dcMn'raiiou with those whoso 
opinion he was accustomed to cr.usult. Ot tliese, Otiiinuii declared him¬ 
self against the Khaltfs removing tiom the seal of goveriiineut on any 
consideration. But Ally w as decidedly in favor of the journey ; from a 
conviction, that, exclusive of the surrender of Jerusalem, there, were other 
considerations which at this crisis rendered the prest'iiee of Omar with the 
army extremely desirable. This opinion prevailed, and Abbas was ac<‘r)rd- 
iugly directed to form an encampment without the town, in order to c.scort 
the Khalif, who shortly afterwards set out for Palestine, leaving Ally to 
superintend the government of Mcdeiiiab, during his absence. 

On information of his approach, AbCt Obaidah, accompanied by several 
of his principal officers, among others, Kh4led and Yezeid, proceeded to 
•Jabbia,* five stages from Jerusalem, to meet the Khalif; whose simple and 
unostentatious equipment, seemed to excite an apprehension, among those 
who had been now long habituated to more polished observances, lest it 
ahould expose their sovereign to the contempt of a luxurious nation. They 
ibiind him, when they met, clad in his ordinary woollen garment, seated 
on a camel, with a scimitar suspended from one shoulder, and a bow on 
the other. According to some writers, he was leading his camel by the 
bridle, while bis slave was mounted; and when they inquired why he chosr- 

• Joppa. 
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® vralk, while his attendant rode, he replied, that the camel happened tQ A. H.XVr. 
be their common property, and that it was now the attendant's turn to A. D. 6 st, 
ride. But in order that his appearance might, as they said, in some Rouziit 
degree, curres|)ond with the majesty of the KJielaufut, he was prevailed ussuflll. 
upon to attire himself in a suit of white apparel, and to mount the horse 
which they had provided for his introduction among his newly conquered 
subjects. To all this, he quietly submitted; but before he bad long 
endured the constraint of this novel equipment, he found himself so 
extremely embarr^issed, that he conceived it folly to persevere; and there¬ 
fore disengaged himself from such appendages ; he betook himself, without 
further ceremony, to what he was better accustomed to, exclaiming 
against the absurdity of forsaking established habits and usages, for the 
mere gratification of an idle and ridiculous caprice. And in this guise he 
entered the camp before Jerusalem ; his mode of life, in other respects, 
corresponding, no doubt, with the same patriarchal and primitive simplicity 
unifortnly exhibited in the raannera of the Arab chiefs of that, and every 
other age. 

On the arrival of Omar, Artiftn, the governor on the part of Heraclius, 
is said to have withdrawn himself from Jerusalem, and to have fled into Egypt; 
and the Khalif, after reposing from the fatigues of his journey, received, 
from the ecclesiastics, and other inhabitants, through a certain Arabian of 
the name of Abi ul Jeiaud, proposals to surrender the town ; provided, on 
their becoming tributary, he would engage on his part, to secure them 
against expulsion from their habitations. To which Omar consented with 
little hesitation ; and the articles having been committed to writing, and 
properly executed, the treaty was by him ratified, and delivered over for 
the security of the inhabitants. The Christians then opened their gates, 
and the \los-lcms, with Omar and all his principal officers at their heail, 
entered Jerusalem. There, in the midst of the sacred city, Bellaul, 
the prophet’s herald of prayer, who had never performed the office since 
the death of his master, and who had resided in Syria since the demise of 
Abh ilukkcr, was now called upon by the Khalif to exalt his voice once 
more in the service of his religion ; the herald, though he confessed it was 
contrary to a solemn resolution, to evince, however, his sacred regard 
to the commands of the prophet’s successor, immediately placed his 
fingers to his ears; and by his well known accents, brought to the recol- 
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A. H. XVI. lection of his countrymen the blessings they had shared in the society of 
A. D. ()37. their lamented legislator; a recollection, which, in the midst of triumph, 
Ruuziit was immediately attended by a loud and universal burst of sorrow. This 
ussufl'j. (]i(j however, prevent Qmar from proceeding to discharge the functions 
of the Imaumut with the usual forms ; and as if the triumph of the Koran 
was now complete, to offer praise to that eternal being, by whose inscruta¬ 
ble designs, it was permitted to repeat the formula of the Mosslems,* the 
supposed proof of established sovereignty, on that favored spot, the equal 
veneration of Jew, of Christian, and Mahoramedan. 

Having made an equitable arrangement of the affairs of the province, 
Omar appears to have remained there no longer than was absolutely 
necessary, before he returned to Medeinah ; after confirming the govern¬ 
ment of Syria, and of .dl his other coiuiuests in this quarter, to the prudent 
•and experienced Abh Obaidah, with whom it continued to the day of Ins 
death, in the eighteenth of the Jlidjera; about three years subi;equent to 
this period, wlien both he, and his succesjior, Moyauz the son of.rebbeI, 
with five and twenty thousand of the Mosslems, many of them, the most 
distinguished of the prophet’s companions, were swept off by a dreadful 
pestilence or contagious disorder, which is said to have overspread Syria 
with calamities, and then, for the fust time, to have afflicted Isslam f The 
disorder was called the plague of liniwauss.J from a place of that name, 
between Uamla and Jerusahnn, where it broke out on this occasion. 

However unrewarded by the favor of the Khaiif, the merit of the con¬ 
quests III Syria and l^alestiiie was, by the voice of the public, generally 
ascribed to the superior skill, and singular prowess of Khuled ; the fame of 
A\hose exploits hud long rendered him the theme of praise and admiration 
throughout Arabia. Among others, Assinth the son of Keyss Kaundi, 
one of the pods of the day, undertook to perpetuate his, glory, in the lan¬ 
guage of immortal verse. The following is the .sense of four of his lines, 
from M Inch some judgment may he hn incd of tiie strain of the whole. 
“ Thy irresistible valour iiatli Inislud ihe raging tempi st; in battle thou 
hast been armed with the tusks of the elephant, and the jaws of the 
“alligator; thy ni.ice hath hurled the ti*rrors of the day of jiulgment 
“ through the Homan provinces; and the lightning of thy scimitar hath 

* Thrr is >20 God ha! Grid; ai>d Maho222222<d is the prophet of God, 
t M.ibcib-u&sc} r. * Eniaus, perhaps. 
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spread wretdiedness and mourning among the cities of the franks." 
For this effusion of his muse, the poet received from Khkied, equally 
liberal as he was brave, a donation of ten thousand dirhems ;* an act of 
liberality which did not fail to awaken the observation and aspersions of 
envy ;^om the envenomed influence of which, says our author,f the hand 
of death alone relieves lis. Suggestions and insinuations were conveyed 
to Omar, that considering the exactions, and the embezzlements from the 
property of the public, of which Kh4ied was guilty, it was not surprising 
that he should now lie able to lavish ten thousand Dirhems on his panegy¬ 
rist ; any more than that on a former occasion, he could discover resources 
to advance one hundred thousand, as the dower of his wife. Such animad¬ 
versions, together with many more of a similar tendency, did not fail to 
awaken in the breast of Omar, those smothered sentiments of displeasure, 
with which it had been exasperated, by the death of Malek the son of 
Nowairah, and the premature espousal of his widow; and he was, there¬ 
fore, the more easily impelled to convey his immediate instructions to Abh 
Obaidah, requiring him, should Khiled be found to have had the audacity 
to appropriate the effects, or in any other respt'ot to have set at nought the 
rights of the faithful, to take from him the one half of what he was worth, 
and send him to Medeinah. 

In concurrence with the KhaliPs instructions, Abfr Obaidah, in the 
inquiry which it was thought necessary to institute on the occasion, 
proceeded with circumstances so ignominious and degrading to Kh&led, 
that, considering the fierce and intractable disposition of the man, his 
endurance under such treatment appears something extraordinary; if, 
according to some accounts,we are to believe, that he was compelled to 
reply to the interrogatories, with which he was importuned on the subject, 
with his turban tied about his neck, and held by one end by the common 
cryer. To this treatment, however, and to the 6ne of one half of his 
effects, which was immediately levied upon him, Kh&led submitted with 
exemplary moderation ;§ alleging, that the dictates of resentment, however 
just, should not prevail with him to resist the will of his superiors. He 

* About £291. iterling. Equivalent to, perhaps, ten times as much at the present day. 
t Houzut usiuffft. $ Habeib^usseyr. $ Ronzut uisuffil. 
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A*H.XVI< then repaired to Aledeinah, where, on hfs arrival, he was subjected fo a 
A. D. 657. second personal examination from the Khalif;by whom he was condemned 
Rousut to the further payment of forty thousand dirhems, being the moiety of all 
usyaffft. he had been suffered to retain by the previous award of Abb Obaidah. 
Whence it may be estimated, that the whole of the property whibh he 
appears to have amassed, deducting what had been disburst d in expen¬ 
sive iaigesaes, may be calculated at one hundred andsixty thousand dirhems; 
which, at the rate of five-pence half-penny to the dirhem, would amount 
to about three thousand six hundred and sixty seven pounds sterling; 
and allowing for the fallen value of the precious metals since that period, 
voay be rated as equal perhaps to ten times the sum at the present day. 
No exorbitant accumulation after all, when the numerous expeditions in 
which he was engaged, are taken into the account. And yet, if the 
scruples of Khbled were so little burdensome to him, as the character for 
strict and rigid justice universally ascribed to Omar, may lead us to sus¬ 
pect, the incumbrance of a private treasury could be easily dispensed with, 
when that of the public afforded such convenient resources. Such, 
however, were the multiplied and humiliating mortifications, to which* 
after the many and important services which he had rendered to Issldm, 
the undaunted Khbled was destined to submit; neither do we find that he 
was ever afterwards called into employment. 

At the death of this able and intrepid soldier, which is here stated to 
have taken place in the fifth of Omar, about the nineteenth year of tlie 
liidjern, he lamented, that, after having sought the glory of martyrdom.in 
so many sanguinaiy conflicts, and felt the weapons of the enemy in every 
limb, he should at last be compelled to quit the world an ordinary and 
ignoble carcase. He directed, his horse and arms, and the only solitary 
slave in hin possession, to be disposed of, for the relief of the companions 
of his expeditions; professing, that in all his actions, the object which he 
had ever most ardently pursued, was the advancement of the law of G(»d, 
a» communicated through his prophet. It was now discovered, that the 
same horse and arms, and slave, above alluded to, comprized the whole of 
his property; a circumstance, by which Omar was constrained to acknow¬ 
ledge that his suspicions had been unjust; he even condescended to weep 
for the departed warrior, contrary to his avowed principle, that the teara of 
the afflicted were unbecoming the condition of humanity ; and derogatory 
to that spirit of resignation, which, under every trial, it behoved the brave 



and good to exhibit towards tba dispensations of Onmipotenoo. And wbm 4* XVI. 
he had occasion to notice the unbounded affliction, into wiyicb the sister A«P. 6S7. 
of this celebrated chieftain appeared to be thrown, by the loss of bar Bouzut 
brother, he sympathized with her; observing, that so long sx sha restrained uwufP* 
herself from tearing her clothes and cheeks, and from other violent demon¬ 
strations, she must be permitted to indulge her sorrows. It is added, asiO' 
further proof of hts posthumous esteem and unavailing regret, for one, 
whom the hand of death had now removed beyond the reach of envy and 
revenge, that, happening to pass, while the mother of Khkled was repeat¬ 
ing with tears of anguish, some of those numerous strains of panegyric, 
which had been drawn forth by the exploits of her intrepid son, he could 
not be withheld from the confession, that, so far as experience enabled 
him to judge, never mother had produced a son Uke Khdled. 

In another place, the death of Kb&ied is recorded among tbe events of 
the tvventy.first of the llidjera, at Harness, or Hems, when he had attained Habeib 
the age of sixty ; which, if entitled to credit, would argue, that he must usseyr. 
have been forty-nine, atthe^eriod of the reduction of Mekkah ; it becomes 
therefore, difficult to explain how, or why, the contemptuous remark of 
Abu Soffeyai), touching the stripling who commanded the prophet’s 
advanced guard on that occasion, as adverted to in a former page, could be 
applied to him. It is further a'sserted, that his mother Lebauba, was the 
sister of Ayarshah, the prophet’s imperious wife, the mother of the faithful. 

If so, Khaled must have been, what does not otherwise appear, the grand¬ 
son of the Khalif AbA Bukker ; unless indeed, we could suppose, that his 
mother was the daughter of one of that prince’s wives, by a former 
husband. 

Before we proceed with the operations of the Persian war, it may be 
proper to close our account of Affairs in Syria, with a cursory and transient 
view of the progress of the Mosslemsin that quarter, between tbe sixteenth 
of the Hidjera and tbe deathof Omar; which took place in the twenty-third 
■year of that aera. 

A short time subsequent to the capture of Aleppo, we find that the city 
of Antioch submitted to Abfi Obaidah; receiving from him, as it is further 
stated, a numerous colony of Mahommedans. And much about the same 
period, by particular instructions from Omar, Maiiweiah was detached by 
tihat general, with five thousand horse, against Kcyfar, who presided over 
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AtH.XVi. Kaisareia,* on the part of Heraclius. This detachment was opposed by 
A. D. 637. Keyfar, at the head of fifty thousand men, but he was, notwithstanding his 
Habeib tenfold superiority, totally defeated, and Caesarea submitted to the con- 
tisseyr, querors, Mauweiab remaining in the government of that city. 

As soon as he became master of Jerusalem, Omar authorized Amrh to 
undertake the conquest of Egypt, into which, the latter immediately cun> 
ducted his followers: and Artidn, who had so lately escaped from before 
them at Jerusalem, abandoned Messer, at the approach of the invaders; so 
that Amrh took possession of the capital of his government without oppo' 
sition, although the remainder of the province is said, by other historians, 
and very properly, not to have been completely subjugated until the 
twentieth of the Hidjera.f 

On the deathof AbdObaidahat Hems, in the fifty-seventh year of his 
age, and the thirty-first of his profession of Mahommedanism, he was suc- 
AHXVllI. ceeded, according to his dying instructions, by Meyauz the son of Jcbhcl, 
A.D.639. who survived his predecessor but a very short time ; sharing the fate of a 
multitude of others who fell a sacrifice to tfie plague, which, during the 
eighteenth year of the Hidjera, spread its ravages through Syria, and tiip 
adjoining territory. On iiitelligeiice of the direful effects of this desolating 
scourge, Omar hastened, by his presence, to repair, as far as possible, the 
distracted state of that afflicted country; and during his residence at llama 
in Palestine, while he filled the numerous vacancies occasioned by the 
pestilence, he established for the soldiery, a stipulated quantum of provi. 
sions; from which it might be inferred, that they were previously subsisted 
at random. He also assigned to the heirs of deceased Mosslems, all estates 
to which they could pnxluce just and equitable claims ; the property to 
which no such claims could be established, he ordained to revert to the 
state ; and after a prudent regulation of these and other matters, the Kha- 
lif returned to Medeinah. 

In the mean time, Ayauz the son of Ghaunem, at the head of five 
thousand men selected from among the troops of Syria, proceeded by 
orders from Omar, to extend the usurpations of Mahommedanism into 
Jezzeirah andDiaiirbekir; the peninsula between the Tigris and Euphrates 
upwards. The operations of the invaders were first directed against Rakkab, 
one of the towns on the latter river, which was defended for some time, 
with considerable resolution, by Neitesb, one of the captains of Hera* 

* Cxsarea. t A. D. 641 . 
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clkis; driven, however, to extremity, and hopeless of relief, the place was A.H.XVm> 
surrendered to the besiegers; and the inhabitants, by an immediate pay- A. D. 639 . 
mcnt of twenty thousand dinaurs, and .an engagement for the future, to Habeib 
remit to the treasury at Medeinah, a capitation of four dinaurs a man, ussejr. 
with the tithe of all their cattle, were received into the protection of Issl^m, 
and permitted to follow the religion of their ancestors. It may be 
once for all observed, that in the early stage of their progress towards 
foreign dominion, the disciples of Alahommed were seldom, if ever, known 
to be extremely urgent for a change in point of faith; being in general 
easily prevailed upon to accept of a reasonable compromise, where the 
defence was not particularly aggravating; on a probable presumption, that 
if their conquests proved permanent, such a change would be the naturaf 
result; in which, in a very great measure, they appear to have been justi> 
fied by the event. 

Upon the reduction of this place, Ayauz advanced to Roha, better known 
to western nations by the name of Edessa ; which city also submitted on 
composition. The surrender of Harran and Aynulaswad, in the same 
quarter, followed on similar terms. He next invested Nessebein, the 
ancient Nisibis, which sustained a siege of several months. One of the 
expedients to which the Arabian chief had recourse; for the speedier 
reduction of this town, is so singular, that it appears worth the recol¬ 
lection. Having caused a great number of scorpions* to be collected, and 
inclosed in jars, he directed them to be thrown at night by his balistee, or 
projectile machines, into the works of the besieged ; and the jars being 
shattered to pieces by the concussion of their fail, che noxious and disgust¬ 
ful reptiles occasioned such horror and annoyance among the garrison, 
many of whom being stting to death, that a deputation was immediately 
sent out to Ayauz, to treat for a capitulation; but reasonable terms being 
denied them, hostilities were resumed, and the same curious and extraor¬ 
dinary expedient again put in practice ; and the Mussulmans soon after¬ 
wards attacking the town by assault, it was curried with considerable 
slaughter, although a ransom of forty thousand dinaurs,f and an engage¬ 
ment for annual tribute, is stated to have redeemed the inhabitants from 
the horrors of massacre and a general pillage. 

* The translator is at the same time, not at all assured, that his author has not here mis¬ 
taken a well known military machine of theancients, for the venomous reptile of this name* 
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A.H.XVIH. The conq ucst of Jezzeirah and Diaurbekir appears to have been completed 

A. D. 639 . by the capture ofNissebein; and Ay auz consigning the government of those 
’ Habeib territories to Autba the son of Fcrkud, the Selmian, was directed by Omar 
ussc>T. to return into Syria, where, soon after his arrival, he died at £mesa or 
Hems, at the age of sixty, a favorite period of dissolution with our author, 
but it is scarcely necessary to repeat, that in numerical calculations, it is 
not always either safe or necessary to place implicit reliance on the tran¬ 
script of an oriental. 

A. H. XX. Among the events of the twentieth of the Hidjera, we fiikl included 
A. D.641. the death of the emperor Heraclius, in the thirty-first year and fifth month 
of a reign almost as fortunate in the commencement, as it was disastrous 
in the conclusion. We have already had occasion to notice an absurd 
belief disseminated by oriental historians, that so far hack as the ninth year 
of the Hidjern, while the Arabian prophet was encamped at Tabouc, this 
prince had secretly professed himself a convert to their faith ; for which 
there appears to exist no reasonable fuundatioii whatever. He was, how¬ 
ever, succeeded in the throne of the Caesars by his son Constantine. 

A.H. XXI. In the course of the ensuing year, the twenty-first of the Hidjera, Amrfi 

A. D. t)42. Auss the governor of Egypt extended his conquests westward of the Nile 
to Nubia, Darca, and Tripoly, and other provinces of Africa, on the coast 
of the Mediterranean ; which were now successively subjugated, by the 
enterprising spirit of the Mosslems. Tlie same year, is, according to some 
accounts, fixed for the death of Kh41ed at Hems. 

A.H.XXIII, In the twenty-third of tbe Hidjera, Mauweiah the son of AbuSoflfeyan, 
D. 644. on the death of his brother, the gallant Yezzeid, succeeded to the govern¬ 
ment of Damascus; reduced the cities of Asciani, or Ascalon, and Amfiriah, 
in Fal<^stine; and laid the foundation of that power, which ultimately 
enabled him to aspire to the throne of the Khalifs. In the succeeding 
chapter the attention of the reader will he directed to the operations of the 
Persian war; from which it w^ill probably appear, that there re<]uired as 
much time and exertion, to achieve the conquest of that single slip of 
territory, extending from Jerusalem to Antioch, and for the most part 
included between the course of the Orontes and the Mediterranean, 
was adequate to the subjugation of those extensive and opulent regions 
which fill the space between the Euphrates and the distant Oxus. A 
reflection, peradventure, not much to the advantage of the disciples of 
Zcrati^sht. 



CHAP. IV. 


O N the death of the Khalif Ab(i Bukker, the Pereian government; a. H. xni« 
encouraged, probably, by^the prospect of a contest for the succession A. P. 634> 
among the Arabian chie&, appears to have manifested an early disposition Rouzut 
to embrace the opportunity of opposing a more effectual resistance, to the unuSit. 
incroachments of the Mahommedans, and of expelling them from their 
usurpations in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates. For this purpose, 
preparations unusually formidable were made, in order to attack the force 
under Mfithanna the son of U4rethab, the Sheibanian, who had, for some 
time past, presided over the interests of the new religion in Arabian frkk: 
and as M6thanna could not long remain a stranger to such preparations, he 
took, with the concurrence of his associates, the resolution of repairing, 
without delay, to the residence of the Khalifa, to solicit reinforcements. 

To serve, perhaps, as some kind of prelude, to the splendid and porten« 
tons events, which were to follow, we are told, that under the illusion of 
a dream, an unknown person appeared to this commander; and presenting 
him with a standard, announced the approaching dissolution of the empire 
of the Persians ; to accelerate which, he now required him to proceed im¬ 
mediately to Medeinah, to demand the assistance of Omar. And, as a 
proof that his fortunes were become the peculiar care of providence, we 
are further informed, that, while on his journey through the desert, on this 
occasion, he and the followers who accompanied him, lost their way; but 
in the midst of the perplexity and alarm which seized them under such 
circumstances, they were suddenly and miraculously relieved by the voice . 
of an invisible guide, which, chanting, in melodious measure, the triumph 
of Issldm, and the pre^stration of the standard of infidelity, reconducted 
them to their proper road. All which, if not precisely true, it was not 
very difiicult to invent, in order to promote the designs of inordinate 
ambition and rapacity, against the possessions and opulence of a declining 
empire. 
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A.tT.Xiir. tJe this, however, as it may, about the commencement of the reign of 
A. U, fe'94, Omar, the person already mentioned came to Medeinab, and awakened 
Rouxut the attention of that prince to the present necessity and incalculable future 
U4kuft.i. fldvantage, of furnishing pow'erful reinforcements; as well to secure the 
acquisitions already established in Irdk, as enable him to take possession 
of the rich and splendid metropolis of the Persian monarehs. As an 
argument to prevail upon the Khalif, the more cheerfully to second his 
views on the occasion, he did not fail to represent the golden soil of the 
Chaldeans, if indeed it were not a disparagement, to call that golden, 
which bore a higher va^ue than all the precious metals ; that soil so celc<* 
hrated for its unparalleled felicity, fur the perfection of its agriculture, the 
magnificence of its structures, the multitude of its flocks and herds, and 
the beauty and variety of its manufactures.; as iiihal’iud by a race of men 
not less remarkable for the noble and eoinmandins stature of their persons, 
than for the extreme timnhty to w'iiirhit was united. 

Convinced by this latter circumstance, that the splendid plans of spolia* 
tion now exhibited to his view, were within the scope of u very moderate 
sliare of enterprise and resolution, Omar embraced the very next occasion 
of public prayer, to call upon the congregation of the faithful not to omit 
such a glorious opportunity of fulhlling the predictions of their prophet; 
who bad. long since promised them the empire of the cast, and the exhaust- 
less treasures of the Cmsars and the successors of Cyrus. Hut it would 
.appear, that the Mussulman chiefs were not yet prepared to divest fhem> 
selves of those vast conceptions, w'hich they had ever been accustomed to 
entertain, of the power and resources of the Persian empire. However, 
the sense of danger receding, at last, before the da:; 2 jing splendor of the 
enterprise, and the prospect of that prodigious booty, which must be the 
reward of successful exertion ; Abb Obaidah the son of Mhssanud, of the 
tribe of Thakef, and father of the celebr.ated Mokhtaur, broke silence, and 
professed bis .readiness to carry the orders of his sovereign into execution, 
at the head of the whole of his dependents. 

Selleit the son ot Keyss, the Ansaur, expressing an equal inclination to 
second the views of the Khalif, the example of these respectable person¬ 
ages, W'as sufficient to excite the emulation of« multitude of others, who 
now contended for a share in the glorious enterprise; only stipulating, that 
in bis selection of e general to command them, Omar would confine 
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himself to the two most distinguished orders of the Mahommedan commu¬ 
nity, the Mohaujer and Ansaur, or coexiles and auxiliaries of the prophet. 
Nevertheless, declaring that the man who had stood forward to evince his 
zeal and duty on the occasion, was alone justly entitled to such a prefer¬ 
ence, Omar conferred the command upon AbO Obaidah, though not 
included in either of those highly favored orders; being a pupil only of 
the companions'of the prophet, to whom he had become a convert, proba¬ 
bly, at a more recent period. 

Before he dismissed him to take charge of the expedition, Omar thought 
fit to acquaint Ab6 Obaidah, that, although from an apprehension that his 
army might be led into unforeseen and unnecessary dangers^ by the ardent 
and impetuous spirit of Selleit, the chief command had therefore been 
withheld from him notwithstanding his otherwise superior claims; he must, 
iirverthcless, enjoin him to conduct himself towards that person with' the 
most respectful demeanor, and that he was to be governed in every under¬ 
taking by the suggestions of his riper experience. These admonitions, like 
many others, we cannot forbear thinking to have been su^ested, notwith¬ 
standing, after the event; because, to his obstinate disregard of the counsels 
of Selleit, have been ascribed the subsequent destruction of Abft Obaidah 
and the greater part of his army, as will presently appear. 

Be this, however, as it may, having joined the troops already employed 
in Irak, Abu Obaidah, accompanied by the other chiefs, including Mh- 
thanua, who, though the original prompter, appears yet to have borne but a 
very, inferior authority in the enterprise, advanced to attack a body of the 
enemy stationed on the frontiers, under Jaban^ a Persian commander of 
some distinction detached to this quarter by RiJistum Furrukh zaud, by 
others called Bustum the son of i:iormhz, ameir ul omra or lieutenant 
general of the empire: the throne of the Sassanides being, at this period, 
filled by a princess of the name of TCirandokht. In a battle which soon 
afterwards ensued, this commander made himself conspicuous, by the most 
gallant personal exertions, and by killing with his own hand several of the 
bravest of the Mosslems who ventured to assail him. But being himself 
at last unhorsed and brought to the earth, by one of the Arabian warriors 
of the order of the Ansaur, the latter bestrode his bosum> and was about 
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A.H.'XIV, to sever his heed from the body, when the fatal blow was suspended b^ 
A. D. C3ii. the cry of La iJIaub, &c. there is no God hut God, from the lips of his 
prostrate adversary; who seized the aweful pause to tell him, that if he 
ussufta. spared his life, he would make him the possessor of a male and female 
slave, of such surpassing excellence as should challenge the surprise and 
envy of all his associates. The Arab gave his assent; and returning to join 
his fellows in arms*, accompanied by the Persian chief, they demanded if 
he was aware of the rank and importance of his captive; adding, that instead 
of two, if he had required two hundred slaves as bis ransom, he would not 
have been refused ; the soldier observed, that the information was now not 
very material, because he was determined to be faithful to his engagement. 
As some compensation, however, for this unexpected instance of generosity, 
the Persian doubled his ransom, with the addition of two thousand dirhems; 
and becoming an immediate convert to Isslllm, arose, at a subsequent 
period, to distinguished eminence among the proselytes of iVtahommedan* 
ism. The victory remained, it may be necessary to observe, with AbCl 
Obaidah. 

Before he could well proceed to divide the spoils of his victory, a report 
was made to Abb Obaidah, thatNersy the queen of Persia’s cousin german, 
with a very considerable force, was encamped nndpr the walls ofSekatiah; 
and that Jaleinbs, another Persian commander, with a body of twenty 
thousand men, was on his march to join him; on which the Arabian 
general judiciously determined to attack these troops before they could 
form B junction. He accordingly led his army first against the division of 
Nersy, whom he succeeded ip defeating; and shortly afterwards, falling in 
with that which was marching against him under Jaleinbs, he attacked 
him with equal good fortune, and compelled him in disgraceful plight, to 
announce his discomfiture to the general of the empire, at this period 
employed in assembling the whole force of his country in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Persian metropolis. 

To retrieve these accumulated discomfitures, and, if possible, arrest the 
successful progress of the Mosslems, the choice of Rbstum, was now, by 
the opinion of his council, bespoken for Bohmun Jaudb ; whose courage 
and experience seem to have been sufficiently signali^d, to mark him for 
the post of danger on this occasion. He was accordingly dispatched at 
the head of a numerous army, of eighty thousand men, according to some 
l' * Bohmun the magician. 
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writers, to give battle to the enemy; with instnictioni to place the die- A.H.Xnr, 
faonor^ Jaleiohs with the advanced division, and to put him to death, if A. D. 6 S 5 . 
he gave any further proof of pusillanimous behaviour. The Persian general QoUaat 
then led his troops, without obstacle, to the Euphrates :^on the banks of vnuSI. 
which river, at a station called iEssenautek, and opposite, it is said, to a 
position occupied by the Mosslems on the other side, he pitched his camp. 

Elated by the presumption of recent success, Ab& Obaidah, in spite 
of the remonstrances of Selleit the son of Keyss, and notwithstanding the 
vast inferiority of his force, determined to cross the river, and attack the 
Persians; and for this purpose, one of his captains was immediately directed 
to construct a bridge, of such materials as could be most expeditiously got 
together for the occasion. He was sufiered to complete the passage of the 
Euphrates, as it would appear, without molestation from the Persian 
general; who, though considerably surprised at the audacity of the move¬ 
ment, prepared without further delay, to give battle to the Arabs, whose 
utmost strength, if their writers are entitled to credit, did not exceed nine 
thousand men. In the conflict which ensued, the Mosslems appear at an 
early period to have been thrown into confusion, by the elephants dis¬ 
posed along the front of the Persian line, and particularly by one, which, 
for its singular whiteness and enormous bulk, was conspicuous beyond the 
others. This, Ab(i Obaidah, after making himself acquainted with the ‘ 
part in which it was most vulnerable, and again setting at nought the 
expostulations of the son of Keyss, resolved to assail. On the back of the 
animal, in a rich and splendid amhaurah, sat Shcberyaur a noble Persian 
of great distinction, accompanied by several attendants, from whom, how¬ 
ever, the intrepid Mussulman met with no obstacle in his approach. 

His first object was to cut the ropes that secured the amhfirah, which 
brought the riders headlong to the earth; and the animal now directing its 
fury against the daring assailant, the latter, with a dextrous sweep of his 
scimitar, struck off the proboscis or trunk of the elephant; but while he 
was endeavouring to witiidraw, the foot of Abfi Obaidah slipping, he 
came to the ground; and the animal thus mortally wounded falling on the 
same spot, crushed him to death with the weight of its enormous carcase. 

Selleit the son of Keyss, and several more who successively assumed the 
command in the course of the action, having shared the fate of their 
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A.H.XIV* general, the hopeless chaige devolved at lengthen Miithanna; fbr the 
A.D. (iss. consternatiorj oi‘ the Arabs, on the loss of so many leaders, was now too 
llouxui widely spread to admit of remf'dy. They were giving way on all sides, 
asaufl'd. and his most an^ous concern was to secure their retreat. Tor this pur¬ 
pose he dispatched oue of his followers, to prevent, if possible, the fugitives 
from breaking down the bridge of the Euphrates in their confusion ; while^ 
with a chosen few, he remained to cover the rear against the eftbrtsof their 
pursuers. On this occasion, it is in general affirmed, that one ot those 
statiqned tor the protection of the bridge, perceiving the disorderly flight 
of the Arabs, determined to destroy it; in the idea, that the fugitives, 
finding themselves cut off from all hope of safety by a continuance of their 
(light, would be induced to rally and meet the enemy. But m this he was 
deceived. Rather than encounter the swords of their pursuers, the Arabs 
chose the hazard of perishing in the Euphrates; and without further 
deliberation, plunging into the stream, were the greater part of them 
drowned, before they could succeed in gaining the opposite bank : while 
Mhtliarina and his gallant associates, by a generous and resolute exertion, 
cheeking the pursuit of the Persians, made good their retreat at a more 
distant part of the river, and took post at at place called Thaiilebiali, in 
which they immediately prepared to resist the further attempts of the 
enemy. In this action, which took place in the fourteenth of the Llidjera, 
and in the disorderly flight across the Euphrates which succeeded to it, 
there is acknowledged to have fallen four thousand Mussulmans. Two thou¬ 
sand escaped to Medeinah, and three thousand, or according to others, qot 
more than one thousand, remained with Mhthaiina. 

When intelligence of this disaster, the most severe chat had befallen the 
Mahommedaiia sinpe the death of their prophet, was conveyed to ()iiiar, 
he directed the messenger to return, without delay, with orders to MA- 
thanna, to remain in his post, until such time as he should be joined by 
the reinforcements which were preparing for his relief. And as soon as 
they could be drawn together from their several tribes, a considerable body 
of troops, under Jerreir the son of Abdullah, proceeded accordingly, with 
the necessary expedition to the station atThalebiah, where Mdthanua had* 
been suflered to remain, fortunately, without molestation from the enemy. 

Having joined the troops of M&thanna, Jerreir advanced into the terri¬ 
tory of Heirah, and encamped at Deir-c-hind, from whence he sent detach- 
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ments, in various directions, to plunder and lay waste the country; but A.H. XIV. 
the approach of another Persian army, under Mehran the son of B4dan, or A.D. 6 sa, 
as he IS otherwise denominated, Mehran Mahrhiab, soon afterwards compel- Rouzut 
led him to reassemble his force. uMaffH. 

Another battle became unavoidable; in which the Persians probably 
flushed with their former victory, were prevailing against the right wing of 
the Mussulmans commanded by Mhtlianna, when Jerreir, and Auddi the 
son ot Hautem, bringing the left and centre into action, enabled him to 
rally his division. The battle became then general, and obstinately disputed 
on ail sides, until Mehran the Persian chief, being dismounted by one of 
the .\ral)s, his head was struck oiT by Jerreir; although, according to 
others, the death of this general has been ascribed to MUthanna. However 
that may be, the Persians, intimidated by the fail of their commander, were 
thrown into contusion, and fled in all directions, pursued with dreadful 
execution by the now once more victorious Mussulmans; whose vengeance 
was so sujigujiiary and successl'ui on the occasion, that this day has been 
by historians denominated the day of decimation, YAtn ul wthaur: every 
individual m the MaliomiTiedan :irniy beiug slated to have killed ten of his 
adversaries, and the slaughter on the aide of the Persians is therefore 
estimated at one hundred thousand men. 

The Mussulmans having thus reestablished their superiority in the field 
of battle, some of the inhabitants of Heirah made it known to Mfirhaiinn, 
that there was in their neighbourhood, a village called Baghdad ; at which 
was held a noted monthly fair, celebrated for the numerous resort of mer¬ 
chants, who assembled there from all parts of the country tor the disposal' 
of every species of the most valuable commodities; and which, if he could 
succeed lit surprising at the proper period, he might ensure to himself and 
his eompauions, ever after, a life of enjoyment in the midst of opuleiiee. 

In consequence of this information, Mfithaiina proceeded into the district 
dependant on Anbanr,and although tbe natives disappeared into their hiding 
places on his approach, he prevailed on their chiefs by a promise of con¬ 
firming him in the government of the district, ta repair to his camp. 

Prom him, after communicating bis design, he demanded guides to conduct . 

lum, at the proper season, to Bagbdild ; and that a bridge should be thrown 
over the Euphrates, in order to afford bis troops a passage into the penin¬ 
sula. All this lie obtained without much difficulty; and having crossed the 
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A, H. XIV. Euphrates, and conveyed h» followers to a convenient distance Tor his 
D. 63 $. purpose without alarming the vicinity, he came so suddenly and opporp 
Rouzut tunely upon the then defenceless village, that a prodigious booty, the 
umuA's, property of the merchants collected for the fair, was taken possession of 
by these fortunate plunderers. 

Stripped of their property, the merchants fled to Mediein, and laying 
their grievances before the throne, besought their queen to avenge their 
injuries on the ruthless depredators: and intelligence of the multiplied 
aggressions and violence of the Arabs coming in, at the same time, from 
various other quarters of Irak, TCiraiidokht btcame at last very urgent with 
the lieutenant general of the empire, to proceed in person, to vindicate the 
honor of her government, and chastize the insolent invadfTs. Instead 
however of evincing bis obedience to the orders of his sovereign, the son 
of Furruklizaud entered into a conspiracy with the nobles of her court, for 
the immediate subversion of her authority; allc>giiig, that the calamities 
which afflicted the empire were to be ascribed alone to the imbecility 
inseparable from female administration. Having subscribed to this opinion, 
a resolution was adopted to set on foot an inquiry, in order to discover 
some descendant of the illustrious Nnushirvaun, whom they might estab¬ 
lish on the throne of his ancestors. This inquiry led them to tiie ktmw- 
ledge of Yezdejird the son of Sbeheryaur, at this period residing in humble 
obscurity at Istakbar of Farss, the ancient Persepf^is. And him, they 
accordingly conducted without obstacle, to Meddein ; where, about the 
commencement c^' the fifteenth year of the Hidjera, on the deposition of 
the princess Tikrandokht, he received the sceptre of the Persian monarchy; 
the extinction of which, in his own person, he, peradventure, little sus¬ 
pected to be so near at hand. 

On the accession of Yezdejird, the preparations already set on foot, in 
order to chastise and repel the progressive incroachments of the Mfissul- 
mans, received additional vigor from the fresh and active zeal of the new 
monarch; neither was the whtde force of the empire under its chief 
general, deemed now more than adequate to defend it against the insatN 
, ate rapacity and boundless ambition of those half civilized and sanguinaiy 

barbarians. In the mean time, letters were distributed throughout the 
Chaldean territory, to excite the inhabitants to rise upon their invaders, 
and to cut them off wherever it was practicable; in consequence of which. 
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Mich formidable insurrections broke out in different parts of 'their recent A.H.XIV. 
acquisitions in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, that the Arabs were A«P.635« 
massacred in considerable numbers; and their affairs in thisquarterappeared, 
therefore, to experience a temporal^ decline; while those of the Persiansi uisuiBU 
on the other hand, assumed, in some degree, a triumphant aspect. This 
proved, however, like the brighter gleam of an expiring taper, the sad pre* 
lude of defeat and dissolution. 

When be received intelligence of this unfiivorable posture of affairs in 
Irak, Omar was about to leave Medeinah, on the usual pilgrimage to 
Mekkah; and he, therefore, for the present, contented himself by charging 
the messenger to return without delay, and assure both Jerreir and M(U 
tlianiia, that the moment he was at leisure from the performance of the 
sacred and indispensable duties of their common feith, in which he was 
then engaged, bis first and utmost exertions would be employed to send 
them speedy and effectual relief. Accordingly, when he had dispatched 
the ceremonies of the visitation, which are well known to close with the 
£id-e-korbaun, or festival of sacrifice, on the'teiith of Zilhudje, Omar’s 
first coiieern, on returning to Medeinah, was to assemble his council, in 
order to deliberate on what was best calculated to frustrate the designs of 
the enemy ; in particular, whether it was not advisable to head his - 
troops in person, in e bold and decisive attempt against the Persian metro¬ 
polis ; or whether it would be more discreet, to confide the execution of 
such an undertaking, to some one of the gallant chielh at his ooramand,. 
whose character and skill in martial affairs were sufficiently distinguished, 
to ensure the probability of bringing it to a successful termination. To 
those, who, with Abbas, and Ally, and Telhah the son of Obaidullafa, 
governed their opinions by a provident calculation of future results, the 
latter medium seemed most conformable to the dictates of sound policy; 
although the pacific Othman is said to have urged the expediency of the 
former. But as the opinion which bore the sanction of Ally and his 
respectable relative, probably, squared best with his own sentiments, Omar 
subscribed to it with a good grace; as well as to the nomination of Saud the 
son of Abi Wekauss, the destined subverter of the Persian monarchy, 
whom they further recommended to the distinguished command of the 
whole force to be employed in the expedition. 
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A. H. XV. On bis departure from Medeinali, among other instructions which he 
A. D. f>37. received from Omar, Saud was desired to be particularly punctual in trans* 
Hou%ut mitting a report of his proceedings, not only at the close, but at the 
iissuft'a. commencement of every stage, moat probably during the whole war; and 
he was further expressly enjoined, when he reached Kaudsiah, to encamp 
at that place; as a spot, from its sandy and inaccessible situation, peculiarly 
well calculated to preserve the health of his troops, and to secure himself 
from the attempts of the enemy, until the arrival of those reinforcements 
which would be immediately ordered to join him from all quarters. 
With a force which is differently estimated from four to six thousand men, 
Saud proceeded, and according to his instructions, fixed bis head quarters 
as a general rendezvous for the array, at Kaudsiah, or as it is more generally 
denominated Kadcsia, described to be situated on the skirts of the desert, 
about two stages from Ktkfah, aud about one hundred and eighty three miles 
from Baghdad. 

In the mean time, Omar dispatched orders to Abfi Mfissa Eshaury, 
whose government is not immediately speeifiorl, to reinforce the army 
assembling at Kaudsiah with such troops as he could spare: and Moghairah 
the son of Shiaubah, with one thousand horse, was accordingly detached 
by that chieftain to join Saud. Similar orders were sent to other quarters ; 
and particularly to Abfi Ohaidali the lieiitenani of Syria, by whom a res¬ 
pectable detacliinent was immediately forwarded on its way towards Irak, 
under Keyss the son of Hobairah; who was accompanied by Haiishcm the 
son of Auttebah, the nephew of Saude Wekauss, with >EshautIi the son 
of Keyss, and Malck .\shtur the intrepid Nudjefitc. In short, it is alfirined, 
that exclusive of many thousand others of inferior description, Saud num¬ 
bered, ultimately, beneath his standard, of the veterans of the field of Bei¬ 
der, twenty warriors ; of those, who served at the reduction of Mekkali, 
three hundred; and of the sons of Mahommed’s faithful associates, not less 
than nine hundred. And lastly, though of no material importance to the 
narrative, we are informed that Mdlthaima, the strenuous promoter of the 
war against the Persians, died, sometime previous to the arrival of Saud ; 
when his widow, at the expiration of the proper interval, became the wife 
of that celebrated commander. 

• Mr. Gibbon, p. 366. octavo edition, vol. g. 
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When Apprized that the Mussulman force was encamped at Kaudsiahk A. H. XV. 
the Persian monarch transmitted to Saud a request, that he would A.D.636. 
tend to Med&ein a deputation properly qualified to receive from him Rdiisut 
certain propositions, which he was disposed to communicate. This, the vssuffil. 
Arabian commander very readily complied with; end a selection from 
among his subordinate chieis, to whom Moghairah the son of Shiaubah 
became the spokesman or orator, proceeded accordingly to the Persian 
metropolis, where they were admitted to an interview with Yezdejird in 
his palace; the particulars of which as they afford some curious recollec* 
tions, it may be not improper to describe. 

The Arabian deputies presented themselves before Yezdejird in the 
ordinary two coloured striped camelots of their country, with small whips 
in their hands, and rustic sandals on their feet, the circumstances which 
appear to have first attracted the notice of the polished and luxurious 
Persian ; and he accordingly demanded of Moghairah, through his inter¬ 
preter, by what name they distinguished this uncouth species of apparel* 

The reply was, that they called it b&rridy which term in Persian, occasionally 
signifies, to ca$'nf captke; on which the Prince emphatically observed, 
that they would mdecd capture the world; an observation which he repeated 
so otteii, that his courtiers changed colour. He next demanded what name 
they applied to the article which they carried in their hands, and being 
informed that they called it S^te^ which, in the Persian idiom, was at some 
period used for heat or burning, he exclaimed, that they had consumed, 
or blasted, the fair possessions of the Persian empire; he only trusted that an 
avenging deity would consume them in return. He lastly required to be 
informed, by what appellation he was to bring to mind, the, to him strange 
and barbarous appendages, which they exhibited on their feet, and was 
told, that the same term was applied to them, as in Persian denotes 
lamentation; to this he added, that they had too truly introduced into 
his once flourishing dominions, too many occasions of lamentation and 
woe. He then proceeded to address the deputies at some length, telling 
them, that an all bounteous providence, in selecting him to rule over 
widely extended nations, had brought within the circle of his authority, 
the proudest and most powerful princes of the earth; an authority, from 



toe 

A. H. XV> which none had hitherto shewn a disposition to withdraw. This wta 
A. D. 636. reserved for the Arabs, whom, of all mankind, he esteemed the basest and 
iluu^ut ***0®*^ contemptible. After dbtaining access to the favored regions of the 
usHufti. Persian empire, partly on pretences of trade and travel, and partly impel¬ 
led by the poverty and wretchedness of their native deserts; after tasting the 
difierence between the delicious repasts and refined living, to which they 
were here introduced, and the odious lizards* fiesh, and other disgusting 
and loathsome aliments, to which at home they had been accustomed; these 
barbarians, clad in the soft apparel of an improved and pohsbed people, 
returned to describe to their ferocious countrymen, the blessings an<f 
enjoyments of a more fortunate soil. That, with their savage appe. 
tites thus whetted to a pitch of insatiate rapacity, they now obtruded 
tliemselves in multitudes, sword in hand, to inculcate fiirsooth the doctrines 
of a new religion; under which insidious mask, to bring, in reality, the 
opulent possessions bestowed upon him by tlie supreme dispenser of 
benefits, within the scope of their destroying ravages. 

After compelling them to listen for some time to these and similar 
observations, equally just and severe upon their national character, Yez- 
dejird related to them the following fable, the application of which, they 
could be at no great loss to discover. ** A fox having stolen into a vine- 
**■ yard, at a time when it abounded with the most luxuriant crop of grapes, 
** fell to, and regaled himself without restraint upon the delicious repast 
thus laid out for him by the bounteous hand of nature ; and the master 
** of the vineyard, instead of punishing him on the spot to secure himself 
“ against future depredations, suffered the spoiler to depart unmolested; 

alleging, that the tresspass of a «ingle animal, could occasion but little 
** injury to the abundant crop with which bis vines were loaded. The fox, 
*' however, rejoining his comrades, did not fail to give them a becoming- 
** report of the voluptuous banquet, to which his good fortune had just 
** conducted him; and offering to be their guide to the scene of enjoyment, 
*' they accompanied him with eager appetites to the vineyard ; where, in 
** the midst of the devastation which they were committing upon his 
* “ prtiperty, they were observed by the owner; it needed no further proof 

“ to convince him of his error, and, immediately securing the passage by 
which the marauders had entered, as a just punishment for the injury^ 
be put them all to death.” To this, the Persian monarch further added, 
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(aUter once more repeating, that he considered them as Yicioui iil disposition, a. H. XT. 
and as unprincipled in morals, as they were contemptible in point of A.D.616. 
number) that were he inclined to take advantage of them* he was not 
without the means of treating them in the same manner as the master of amiO. 
the vineyard had ultimately treated the invaders of bis property; but from 
this, he said, he was withheld, from a consideration that they had been 
impelled to all their rash proceedings, by that state of wretchedness and 
want, which they were condemned to experience in their native land. 

And it was from a sentiment of compassion, arising from such considera¬ 
tion, that he was now induced to propose to them to withdraw from his 
dominions; pledging himself in such a case, to furnish them, with such an 
abundant supply of every article of which they stood in need, as would 
be amply sufficient to load themselves and all their cattle; to which, from 
mere spontaneous charity, he should moreover add, complete suits of 
apparel for all their chieftains. In short, he would engage, that not an 
individual amongst them should return to his country with a dry ionjsfue. 

If, on the contrary, the spirit of rapacity, or misguided ambition, should 
mislead them to reject this fair and liberal proposal, the ministers of his 
vengeance should overtake them with such dreadful retribution, that not 
one of them should escape alive to relate the story. 

When Yezdejird had brought his address to a conclusion, Moghairah 
who had undertaken to sptak fur his colte^ues, began to reply, by acknow¬ 
ledging, with a solemn asseveration, the truth of what bad been alleged 
with respect to the wretched and scanty resources, possessed by his coun¬ 
trymen, the Arabs, for the sustenance of life. That the devouring of 
lizards flesh was indeed an extenuation of those extremities to which they 
were often reduced; because it not unfreqiiently happened, that they were 
driven to the cruel alternative of burying their daughters alive, to rescue 
them from the horrors of famine. To suijsist on the flesh of carrion, and 
on blood, under such circumstances, would, perhaps, be considered by no 
'means extraordinary ; any more than that the ties of consanguinity posses¬ 
sed such little influence on their minds, that the murder of their nearest 
relatives was with such men of little importance, when put in competition * 
with the attainment of their property; and that the attainment of property 

P2 
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A.H. XV. by means so sanguinary, was with them not unusually, its greatest recom« 
A. D. 63b'. mendation. Such then, as bis Persian majesty had most truly represented, 
Rouzut being the nature of their food, perhaps his countrymen could boast of not 
vMuffii. greater advantages in point of dress, which was, in general, made up of the 

skins of their sheep and camels; and when to this catalogue of miseries, 
was added the deplorable defect of intellect, which rendered them inca¬ 
pable of discriminating between the most obvious questions of right and 
wrong, or of truth and falsehood, there could be little dispute in placing 
them in the lowest rank of human beings. Yet to a people thus degraded, 
did it please Omnipotence, from a stock remotely illustrious, to send his 
prophet, charged with that sacred code of revelations, so justly entitled to 
their utmost respect and lasting veneration. By some, however, he was 
branded with the name of impostor ; while, by others, he was zealously 
received as the apostle of truth: whence originated a tedious and sangui¬ 
nary civil war between the parties, in which those whom a happier destiny 
had led to embrace the righteous cause of the prophet, were ultimately 
triumphant over its opponents. He then concluded, by declaring that 
their prophet had bequeathed to his followers a positive command, which, 
delivered as it was under divine inspiration, they were bound to obey ; to 
make war against all the enemies of bis faith, on the promise of a mansion 
in everlasting bliss to such as perished in the cause ; and the treasures of 
the earth to those who survived. To avert the evils to which he was 
otherwise exposed, he, therefore, now solemnly invited Yezdejird to 
embrace the doctrines of that pure law; by which he would shield his 
subjects against all intrusion, and against every species of exaction ; except¬ 
ing a moderate contribution in proportion to their means, fur the purposes 
of charity; and the ordinary aid of one tenth, as it is called, which they 
would be required to subscribe towards the expences ot the state. If an 
auspicious providence did not lead him to embrace this happier destiny, (he 
next alternative submitted to his choice, was that of becoming tributary: 
but if he acceded to neither of these proposals, he must prepare for war. 
On this subject, one of the historians, a native of Khfab, has assured us, 
i that Moghairah, when he mentioned the alternative of tribute, as if of 

itself the proposal was not sufficiently humiliating, accompanied it with 
conditions so degrading, that it isscarcely possible todeteiraine, which was 
most extriordinary, the insolence which conveyed, or the forbearance 
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which could overlook them, without inflicting immediate veageanee. a. H. XV. 
The haughty descendant of Noushirvaun, was informed in the presence of A. D. 6 S 6 . 
his whole court, that he must deal out this disgraceful, but sometimes Rousut 

unavoidable acknowledgement of inferiority, standing on bis feet, with^a uMonk. 

whip suspended over his head. 

On receiving this insolent and audacious proposal, the Persian monarch 
appears to have experienced the full measure of indignation, which it was 
calculated to awaken ; but he contented himself with a confession, that he 
never supposed it possible that he could have lived to witness such 
atrocious presumption from any human beings, much less from such as he 
had already declared he conceived them to be; that whatever marks of 
courtesy and indulgence he bad been otherwise previously disposed to shew 
them, were now intirely precluded by the unparalleled audacity with which 
they had dared to insult his presence; and that from him, therefore, they 
had nothing to expect but the dust of the earth. One of tbb attendants 
having, accordingly, brought in a basket of earth, the deputies were 
directed to take charge of it, and to cast it on the head of that person who 
held the most distinguished and honorable place in their nation ; with his 
possitive assurance, that sooner than he was aware of, the Persian army 
would be at hand, to bury both him and his followers in the ditch of 
Kaudsiali. With this message, the Arabian deputies were permitted to 
leave the palace of Yezdejird ; and having rejoined the encampment of their 
countrymen, they made a faithful disclosure to their general of all the 
circumstances of their interview with the Persian monarch; the ceremony 
of the basket of earth not forgotten. At the same time, it is to be observed, 
that other authors are cited, as representing the circumstances above des¬ 
cribed, to have taken place at a conference, not with Yezdejird, but with 
his minister Rftstiim the son of Furrhkh zaud, when the Persian army had 
advanced to the neighbourhood of Kaudsiah. 

Idavuig discarded from his thoughts all further attempts at negociation, 

Yezdejird resolved at length, in order to defeat the ambitious designs of 
the enemy, to employ the more powerful and decisive argument of the 
sword. For this purpose, HCkstum the Ameir ul Omra of the empire, 
with an army, the numbers of which may possibly be exaggerated at one 
hundred and twenty thousand men, proceeded towards Kaudsiah, at some 
distance from which, at g place called Deir-e-Ogh(kr, he encamped; 
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A.H,JCV; Accordiog to others, he pitched his camp at Sabaut, Unfortunately, per- 
haps, for the cause in which he was engaged, the Persian general was an 
Kouzut adept in judicial astrology; and had discovered from certain unfavorable 
4 UBuffiL indications in the heavenly Iradies, that the period was arrived, when the 
imperial power was to be transferred from .the Persians to the Arabians. 
Ill consequence of this discovery, during an interval of four months which 
he consumed in his encampment, his attention appears to have been prin¬ 
cipally engaged in fruitless negociations, and in devising expedients to 
protract hostilities, without the haza^ of a battle ; but, findiiig at last that 
it could be no longer avoided, he |)repared for the conflict: in which, 
notwithstanding the aweful prepossessions which preyed upon his mind, 
he ap|K*a>FB to have acquitted himself with considerable firmness and intre¬ 
pidity. 

VTithout fatiguing the attention of the reader, by entering into a circum¬ 
stantial detail of the events of the fatal battle of Kaud«<iali, as given at large 
by the author of the Houzut ussuflii, the object of those pages will be, 
.perhaps, better fulfilled by confining the relation to a few of the leading 
particulars, reduced to a reasonable compass from the Habeib iisseyr; a 
work buvlt upon the foundation of, and more, accurately digested than the 
former; to which, from the enormous mass of materials with which it is 
ioaded, the life of its author w'as probably too short, to give that perspicuous 
arrangement, the defect of which, together perhaps with its painful prolix¬ 
ity. is at present felt and complained of, as its greatest blemish. 

Habeib Informed that the Persians were approaching to attack him, S^ude 
xisteyr. Wekauss disposed of his army now gradually augiHented to thirty 
thousand men, as it is represented, in erderof battle iii three lines, giving 
charge of the right wing to Sheijabeil the son of Simmet; of the left, to 
Ibrauhim the son of Haureth, the brother of Mflthanna; and of the centre 
to Keyss the son of Hobairah ; and as he was himself disabled from mount¬ 
ing his horse, by an attack of the Sciatica, be delegated the general charge 
of the whole to Khaled the son of Orrifah; taking his station in person, on 
one of the terraces of the palace, or castle of Kaudsiah, from whence he pos- 
aessed a commanding view of the field of battle. His captains were finally 
directed to consider the first tekbeir^ which they should hear him utter 
from his post, as the signal to adjust their ranks; the second, to fix their 
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airowR in the level, to couch their lances, and draw their swords; and the AiH. XV. 
third, to rush upon their adversaries. A. P. €s6» 

The Persian general, on the other hand, after making a general arrange* Hiheib 
ment of his troops into thirteen lines, assigned the command of an advanced 
cOTps of forty thousand men, notwithstanding his former discomfiture, to 
Jaleiniis. The right wing of his main body was conducted by Hormhan; 
the left, by Mehran the son of Behraum Rauey; and the centre, by himself 
in person. Immediately in front of the centre, he stationed eighteen of 
the six and thirty elephants, which accompanied his army, each carrying 
from twenty to four and twenty archers ; and the remaining eig^fateen, he 
divided equally in front of the right and left wings. And in this array, 
soon after the sun had gilded the eastern horizon, Rfifstum, in armour 
glittering with gold and gems, presented his troops for battle ; while the 
Mussulmans, confidant in former victory, and in the support of Omnipo* 
tence, unsheathed their swords of tempered steel, and bid defiance to their 
opponents. 

The usual prelude to the general conflict was now exhibited, in a variety 
of single combats which took place in the interval by which the 
conteniimg armies were yet separated. Among others^ Hormfizan was 
encountered, overthrown, and taken prisoner, by Ghauleb the son of 
Abdullah, of the tribe of Assud, by whom he was immediately conducted 
to the presence of Saud. When, however, their rage had been sufficiently 
stimulated by these exhibitions of individual prowess, ihc armies could be 
no longer prevented from closing. The Arabs, though they suffered con¬ 
siderable annoyance from the onset of the elephants, were at first successful 
in bearing down the right and left wings of the enemy ; but meeting with 
a firm and resolute resistance from the troops of the centre, where Rfistum. 
commanded in person, they were repulsed in turn, and thrown into disor¬ 
der ; from which, according to some authorities, they were only recovered 
by the unlookc^d for, and extraordinary exertions of Abfi Mohudjen 
disguised in the armour of Saud. But the setting sun soon afterwards 
putting an end to the contest, both parties withdrew to their encampments, 
neither claiming the advantage on this day; which, in. succeeding times, * 

obtained the designation of Rouz-e-Rrmautb, the day of weariness, or 
perhaps, o/ concussion. 
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Ai H. XV. On the morning of the ensuing day, afterwards distinguished by the 
A. D. 636. appellation of Kouz-e-£ghwauth, the day of succours, when the sun in 
Hab«ib ‘ migesty had displayed his crimson banners, the conflict was renewed i 

useqrr. and while the armies were thus engaging with equal fury and obstinacy, 
the advanced guard of the Syrian reinforcements, dispatched by Abfl Obai* 
dah to the support of his countrymen, suddenly made its appearance under 
Kaukia the son of Amrfl; and in three fierce and successful chaiges, greatly 
contributed to damp the ardour of the Persians. To this chieftain indeed, 
by the author of the Rouzut ussufla, are ascribed the most distinguished 
achievements of the second day. By the death of Bohmun daudCk, who 
now fell by his hand, he avenged the disastrous fate of Abh Obaidah MCis> 
saoud, and the numerous victims of his rashness, who perished in the 
disgraceful discomfiture of the bridge ; and by the slaughter of no less than 
thirty of the most eminent Persians, the last of whom was Bfizfirjetncher 
the Uainadaniari, whom he successively fought and killed with his own 
hand in the course of the action, beseems for a time to have acquired a 
decided superiority for the Mosslems. 

But among the incidents of this day, which in our author’s idea, seems 
Iwuffr ®**hlled to a particular relation, it may not be improper to select an instance 
of ardent courage in a Mahommedan warrior, of the name of Abb Mohud- 
jen ; which from its singularity, and the example which it aflbrds of the 
enthusiastic spirit by which the early votaries of Isslam were animated, 
we may be pardoned for including in our narrative. While his associates 
were engaged in the conflicts of the field of battle, this chieftain was under 
confinement, with fetters on his legs, in one of the chambers of the palace 
of Kaudsiah ; to which he had been condemned by his general, for trans> 
greasing in the article of wine. Out when he had continued for some time 
to view the exertions of the combatants, from an angle of the terrace on 
which he was seated, his ardour to participate in their achievements could 
be restrained no longer; and he addressed his intreaties to one of the females 
of the family of Saud, to prevail upon Selma to procure for him the pye> 
bald mare and armour of her husband ; solemnly engaging, if he lived till 
the evening, to resume his fetters and his place in confinement. R^ing 
on the faith of his assurances, this female obtained for him the objMt of 
his entreaties, and enlarging him from his fetters, he was permitted to 
nrm himself, and join his compatriots. His singular valour and impetuous 
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•od irresistible career in different directions, soon attracted the admiration a. H. XT. 
and astonishment of all parties, though none could yet identify the indi- A.D. 6s6, 
vidual in whom they shone so conspicuous. The exlraordinaiy prowess Rousqi 
of the unknown could not long escape the observation of Saud, who liwuflSi. 
inquired of his attendants if they were acquainted with the person of this 
stranger; and being unable to gratify his curiosity, he exclaimed in admira¬ 
tion, that if he could suppose it possible that the immortal Khezzer* was ever 
present on such occasions, he should have no hesitation in announcing 
his belief, that he had assumed the form of the unknown warrior. But 
the reaction of the two armies bringing A(>ii Mohudjen at length nearer 
to the gates of the castle, Saud obtained an opportunity of observing him 
with closer attention; and he desired his attendants to note, that the horse 
and armour were certainly his, while the action of the stranger greatly 
resembled that of Ab6 Mohudjen, whom he should have pronounced him 
to be, were he not assured that he was in confinement. At the close of 
day, Ab6 Mohudjen, faithful to his engagement, returned to the palace, 
and having gained admission from one who expected his approach, he 
disarmed himself and resumed his fetters. In the evening, the female who 
had interested herself in his favor, and who appears to have been nearly 
related to Saud, repaired to that general to discourse upon the events of the 
day ; which he told her had been on the point of terminating fatally to the 
Mahommedans, but for the seasonable interposition of an intrepid stranger, 
whom the Almighty had most providentially conveyed to their assistance,and 
of i\hom lie had not yet been able to convince himself, whether he belonged 
to the race of men or angels. She then ventured to disclose to him the 
whole of the mystery, from first to last; on which Saud, hastening to the 
apartment of Abii Mohudjen, embraced him with great affection; and having 
loaded him with caresses, and made him a present of the mare and armour 
with which he had so gloriously distinguished himself, he declared, that 
for the future, he waste consider himself released from every restriction 
with regard to his favorite indulgence. Of this, however, Abft Mohudjt-n 
was so far from availing himself, that he ever afterwards most scrupulously 
abjured the use of winC ; alleging, that so long as he was suffered to consi- 
der the slight ceiisure of an earthly magistrate a sufficient absolution for his 

* Enoch or Elias, St. John the Evangelist, or St. George. 
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ei^ccssoi), he conceived there might be no deadly mischief in indulging^ 
himself; but now, that he was consigned to the judgmen^ of an eternal 
tribunal, the impression upon his cnnscienee was too awefiil to hazard the 
experiment. In the mean time, when the action of the second day had 
been protracted for some hours after night fall, the contending armies were 
once more reluctantly constrained to leave the victory undecided; with 
the loss on the part of the Mussulmans of two thousand, and on that of the 
Persians of ten thousand men. 

On the morning of the third day, by historians designated Rouz-e- 
Ghuuimaussein,* the day of cormorants, the armies renewed tho contest 
and soon after the battle had again commenced^ the reniiiinder of the 
Syrian reinforcements under Haushem the son of Auttebah, entered the 
field, and immediately assailed the right wing of the Persians with the 
utmost impetuosity. But as it would be tedious and irksome to enumerate 
die different exploits ascribed to the warlike disciples of the Koran on this 
eventful day, it will be sufficient to notice that which is said to have ftrinci- 
pally contributed to the superiority, which began at last to appear on the 
side of the Mussulmans. This was a single combat, in which, though far 
advanced in years, and contrary to the remonstrances of his friends, Amril 
the son of Moaudy Kerreb engaged with a Persian warrior «)f very superior 
.strength, who, like Goiiah, had repeatedly defied the armies of IsslAm, and 
had already killed four of their bravest champions. The Persian having 
fallen, notwithstanding, by the hand of his aged antagonist, and the suc¬ 
cessful is.sue of the unequal contest exciting an universal tekbeir from -the 
Arabian army, the dreadful shout occasioned a dismay among the ranks of 
the enemy, from whk^h it is possible they found it difficult to recover them¬ 
selves. And yet, such was the desperate and pertinacious obstinacy with- 
which the conflict contiiiuftd to be maintained on both sides, that when 
the ministers of destiny, to adopt the language of our original, had conducted 
the chariot of the sun to the obscure chambers of the west, the battle still 
raged with unabatedfury, by the lightof their flambeaus, for the wholeof the 
succeeding night; called therefore, in after times, leiflut-ul-harreir^ the nis'ht 
of snarling; during which, the cupbearers of death continued to pervade 
the bloody field with remorseless assiduity, administering to the unfortn- 

* Perhaps Gheyaussein; in which case it would signify, the day of reinforcements or suc< 
cours. 
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iiate the bitter draught of dissolutipn, whilst the stars in the enamelled a. H. 
vault of heaven continued to witness the sanguinary tumult] until the A. D. 636. 
harbingers of the morning announced the return of day. Habdb 

The battle had thus continued, with a fury and animosity wbioh neither uu^r. 
want of rest nor the fatigue of unremitting exertion, seemed sufficient to 
abate, during the whole forenoon ; when, about the hour of meridian prayer 
on the fourth day, an impetuous whirlwind having borne away the pavil* 
ion, or canopy, under which Rhstum, on a throne or bed of state, was 
viewing the progress of the action; and the sand and dust being driven at 
the same time in clouds through the air, the Persian general not able to 
endure the heat of the sun, withdrew among the mules of bis baggage 
assembled near him, and seated himself on the ground for shelter behind 
one of the animals. At this moment Kaukia the son of Amru, after 
breaking through the now disordered ranks of the Persians, at the head of 
some of the Arabian troops drew near the spot, where the empty throne, 
abandoned by its master, could not fail to arrest bis attention. One of his 
followers, ilullaul the son of Ulkamah, approached the mule, on the oppo¬ 
site sideof which, the Persian general had screened himself; and cutting the 
fastenings which secured the load, one of the bags of treasure fell upon 
the loins of the illfated Rdistum, who was compelled by the sense of pain 
and the imminence of danger, to throw himself into the rivulet which ran 
hard by. Attracted by the beauty of the tiara which adorned his brows, 
and the surpassing richness of his girdle and coat of mail, Huliaul was at 
no loss to discern the value of the prize which fortune had thus cast in his 
way ; and instantly dismounting from his horse, he plunged without hesi¬ 
tation after him into the stream ; from which, seizing him by the heels, he 
drew him out, and having struck off bis head, and fixed it on the point of 
his lance, he stood on the throne, and from thence proclaimed that the 
Persian general was killed, and that the bird of the Kaaubah was victorious. 

Such, as related by many historians, was the fate of Rfistum, it being in 
general agreed, that he fell by the hand of Huliaul, although with some 
vaiiaii*ni o:.cimimstances. It is however stated by Others, that he was 

^ 9 

found among the slain on the field of battle, with no less than one hun¬ 
dred wounds on the difterent pails of his body, but that the person by 

Q2 
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A- H. XV. whom he was killed was never discovered. By others a^ain it is said, that 
A. D. 6at>. he was simply drowned in the rivulet or canal of Kaudsiab. And by such 
HabeilT^ as were, perhaps, disposed to assign to the Persian chief a catastrophe more 
usseyr Worthy of his distinguished and illustrious rank, the death of RCistiim has 
and i,een described with the following circumstances. Finding himself hard 
pressed in the pursuit by Hullaul, he suddenly drew an arrow, and 

MI a 

dispatched it with such unerring aim, as to pierce the leg of his pursuer, 
and fix it to the stirrup. But the intrepid Arab, rather stimulated than 
disheartened by the smart of his wound, urging on his horse with greater 
fury, and coming up at last with his distinguished victim, struck off his 
head at a blow. Having stripped him of the spoil, he is further stated to 
have composed on the spot some verses, of which the f(»llowing may 
explain the substance, “ Brave companions of my glory, saw yc not how 
the fame of our ancestors was revived by the achievements of this match- 
“ less arm, when Rdstum withdrew himself in ignominous flight; when he 
displayed on his trembling cheek the pallid livery of malignance ; when 
his pain inflicting arrow had pierced my leg; at that moment, nerved by 
the hand of Omnipotence, how 1 smote his breast to pieces; how 1 felled 
him from his steed, and grovelling in the dust, dispatched his soul to 
** endless misery; and to the skies exalted the signal, t\iAi A(l/em was subdued. 

Jaleinfls or Cialen, the genera] of the advanced division, experienced a 
similar fate, being ovei taken in his flight, and killed by Zohemb the son of 
Jhiah, of the tribe of Beni Temeim ; for whom was reserved the additional 
good fortune of seizing the celebrated standard of the Persian empire, which 
from the original dimensions and shape of a blacksmith's apron, had been by 
this time enlaiged to the length of two and twenty feet, by about fifteen 
feet in breadth, enriched with jewels of great value. 

But whatever might have been the circumstances of the battle of Kaiid- 
siah, of which the report has reached us only through a partial and exag¬ 
gerated medium, the result was doubtless eminently fatal to the Persians . 
whose loss in the batUe and pursuit, has been estimated at one hundred 
thousand men, that of the Mussulmans being acknowledged on their 
pan, at between seven and eight thousand. At all events, when fortune 
appeared to have declared decisively for the standard qf Mahommedism, 
Saud e-iVekauss, after addressing hinnselfin grateful praise to the .ilinigh- 
ty disposer of victory, a duty which these people seldom omitted to 
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discharge, descended from the castle of Kaudsiah; and having bestowed a. U. XV^. 
ample commendations on those through whose exertions it had been A.D.6S6. 
immediately achieved, he proceeded to inspect and appropriate the spoil; Habeib 
which, though far surpassed by what, at a subsequent period, became the usseyr 
lot of these successful invaders, was of a magnitude and description well 
tu excite their admiration and astonishment. To Hullaul, as the iust 
reward of successful valour, he assigned the costly habiliments of Rhstum, 
whose tiara alone was estimated at one hundred thousand dinaurs,* and bis 
girdle-at seventy thousand.^ On the same principle, the armour and attire 
of JalcinCks, valued at seventy thousand dirhems,t|: was adjudged toZoherah, 
together with thirty thousand dinaurs,§ in exchange for the imperial stand¬ 
ard of Gaou, which was reserved for the general mass. These however, 
comprized but a small proportion of the sumptuous booty, which became 
the reward of the victors on this memorable occasion. Among other 
articles arc particularly noticed, two shields or taigets, each estimated at the 
value of one million and one hundred dirhems,|| though sold through 
ignorance, by the person into whose hands they had fallen, for the com¬ 
paratively paltry sum of thirty thousand dirhems. From a similar, but 
grosser ignorance, it probably arose, that some of the Arabs were known 
to offer gold in exchange for silver; and camphor, to which they appear to 
have been entire strangers, for its weight in salt, the substance for which it 
was at first mistaken. 

Ill short, the fifth of the booty, consisting of treasure beyond computa¬ 
tion, of jewels inestimable, of furniture of silver and gold, of cloth of silk 
and brocades; of embroidered caparisons, of horses, camels, mules, and of 
arms of every description, offensive and defensive, having been as usual 
set apart from the general mass, was conveyed to Medeinah ; and applied 
by Omar, with the scrupulous integrity which distinguished his character, 
to the purposes prescribed by the law. Such is represented at the 
same time to have been the anxiety with which that prince looked for the 
issue of the arduous contest, in which his troops were engaged on this 
occasion, that he proceeded for several leagues every day, alone and on 
foot, on the road towards Arabian Ir&k ; to collect from such travellers as 

* If taken at the highest oomputation, this may be equivalent to about 57,300/, 
t About 40,104/. 3^ 4rf. J 1,604/. 3«. 4A § 17,187/. 10^, H 28,919/, 
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he should fail in with» the intelligence which they had heen able to learn 
with respect to the situation of the armies. It was on one of those 
days, while he was taking this his usual solitary walk, that he cast his eyes 
on a person on a camel, riding with extraordinary expedition towards 
Mcdeinah; and calling to this person from afar, he had the satisfaction of 
hearing in reply, that the belierers were triumphant, and their adversaries in 
the dust, lie then accompanied the messenger, who had been dispatched 
by Saud to announce his victory, and running by the side of his camel 
continued in the exultation of his heart, to importune him with inquiries as to 
the particulars of the action, until he entered the tuwm ; when discovering 
the(|uality of his inquisitive fellow traveller, till now unknown to him, the 
messenger delivered to him the letters of Saud, which he immediately 
recited aloud to the assembled people, to their infinite gratification and joy. 

The Persian monarch, on his part, in order to secure the speediest com¬ 
munication with his armies, is said to have established, from the gates of 
his palace to the field of battle, a chain of messengers side by side, or at 
any rate so far contiguous, as to be capable of conveying from one to the 
other, such information as they received, with surprising rapidity and dis¬ 
patch. And by such means he bi'caine acquainted with the fate of his 
generals, and the desiructiun and dispersion ut his troops, in a very short 
time after the contest had been decided, lie had, moreover, according to 
some authorities, before he was aware of the disastrous reverse, ecjiiipped 
and sent forward another considerable force, in order to support the a^my 
of Kiistum, under a soldier of some reputation, of the name of I'ekharjan. 
But when this person had proceeded as far as a station called Deir-e-kaaub, 
he received, from such as were on their flight from Kaudsiah in that direc¬ 
tion, intelligence too well substantiated, of the total defeat of his country¬ 
men ; he therefore conceived it prudent to encamp upon the spot, in 
order, as far as possible, to rally and collect the fugitives. 

It would, however, appear, that a considerable interval was suffered to 
elapse, before tl^p Mussulmans were in acuntlition to follow up their suc¬ 
cess, because we do not And that they entered the territory to ihe left of 
the Euphrates, until the month of Shavanl ;* and there is reason to think, 
although it is not sufliciently clear, that the battle of Kaudsiah was fought 
while the summer heats were in their violence, the lalesi dass (d which 
might fall in with the month of August, of the year ot Christ, 63(». 

* Corre'spomliti';; with November, A. D. 
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fie this as it may, during the month before alluded to, the vklonoua Saud- A. H. XV 
e-Wekauss passed over into the peninsula of the two rivers, and having A«'D. 656 . 
reduced, without much opposition, the towns of Babil, Subter and Sabaut, Boasat 
presented himself in great force before the camp of Tekharjan ; who drew vnulA 
out his troops to give him battle, with a forwardness, which, considering 
the impression ofrecent defeat, may have been sufficient to rescue his uiacyr. 
uame from oblvion. He even defied the bravest of the invaders to a per¬ 
sonal conflict with himself, and Zebeir the son of Seleim, of the tribe of 
/Ezd, accepting the challenge, the Persian dismounted from his horse, in 
which his adversary very readily followed his example. Instead, however, 
of assailing each other, as might have been expected, with their swords, 
the combatants closed like wrestlers, and after a considerable struggle, in 
which the superior strength and agility of the Persian at last prevailing, the 
latter succeeded in throwing his antagonist to the earth; and planting himself 
on his bosom, had already drawn hiS khunjer to give the fatal blow, when 
chance brought his hand in contact with the mouth of the Arab: who 
immediately s<Mzed his fingers betwixt his ti eth, and bit them with 
such convulsive force, that the Persian overcome with pain, lost all power 
of exertion, and his adversary springing from the earth, and possessing 
liimselfof the knife, instantly dispatched him. Zeheir then taking posses, 
sion of the horse and armour, tunic and girdle of his antagonist, 
rei)aired with them to the presence of Saud, by wfiom he was directed to 
attire himself on the sp<it, in the trophies of his victory, and to mount the 
horse, which fortune, by a reverse so strange and unexpected, had throwit 
into his hands. But when our author is made to affirm, that the same 
Zeheir was the first of the Arabs who made himself master of the person of 
any of the Peisiaii generals, either the sense is not clear, or it will be found 
difficult to reconcile the assertion with a variety of previousfiicts recorded 
in his hisioiy. In fine, the commander of their right wing having soon 
aftiM'wards experienced a similar fate, the Persians were again defeated with 
great slaughter, and fled this time, without halting, until they found them¬ 
selves under the walls t>f Medieiii. 

Apprized of these accumulating discomfitures, Yezdejird adopted the 
siid<len rcsolii'kui ‘ f abandoning his capital; and having Indged-aronrider- 
able part of his treasures in boats on the 'I igris to be removed to the* 
muuntaius, he took with him all the specie and valuable effects, for 



120 

A, H. XV. ivhich he had the means of conveyance, and withdrew accordingly to^rds 
A.D. 636. Jalftia: a circumstance, of which the Muhommedan general no sooner 
Rouzut became informed, than he appeared on the right or western bank of the 
anuflil. Tigris, with an army, if oriental writers are entitled to credit, now aug¬ 
mented to sixty thousand horse.* While endeavouring to explore a passage 
to the other side, all the boats on the river having been previously destroyed 
or removed, some of those who aspired to the distinction of having once 
enjoyed the society of the prophet, observed, that animated, as they were, 
with no other ambition than that of exalting the law, and carrying into 
execution the designs of the most high, there was no reason to apprehend 
that the waters t)f the Tigris, equally subject to the power of heaven with 
all other elements, would be sudered to produce any material loss among 
them ; and another of them boldly spurring his horse into the deep and 
rapid stre^am, and passing in safety to the opposite hank, he was immediately 
followed by the whole army, with no other loss than that of one man who 
perished through the diminutive size of his horse. But least the passage of 
the Tigris, in this manner, should not appear otherwise sudicieiitly remark¬ 
able, we are further assured, that not a single article of their baggage j* was 
missed on the occasion, excepting a bowl or platter bciongnig to Malek 
the son of Aumer, and even this was cast ashore by the hiilows, and after¬ 
wards restored to its owner. A circumstance probably re(*f»rded to attest 
the particular providence which appeared to watch over and attend the 
Mahommedans of that age in ail their enterprizes. Such indeed was 
the surprise and astonishment of the Persians, at the boldness and success 
of the undertaking, that they could not forbear from exclaiming, that an 
army of demons was coming upon them. 

Under these circumstances of discouragement and dismay, KhArzaiid, a 
brother of the unfortunate Rhstiim’s, to whom Yezdejird, on his retreat, 
had consigned the defence of Medaein, determined, nevertheless, to make 
one brave and generous effort more, to impede the progress of the enemy, 
and protract the fate of the capital. But spirit broken by so many disas¬ 
trous defeats, the Persians were perhaps no longer capable of serious and 
lesolute resistance; the fortune of the Arabs was again triumphant; and the 
Persian general having sought for a temporary shelter within the walls 
of the city, but perceiving on reflection, that an immediate retreat wa« 

* Habeib usseyr. t Ibidem. 
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uniivoidable, he withdrew from the place in the dead of the night by the A. H. XV. 
eastern gate, accompanied by the whole of his followers, taking the direct A.D. 636 , 
tion of JalAla, in order to join his sovereign. Of this, the Mussulmans noazvt 
did not remain long unacquainted; a force was dispatched without delay lumn. 
to pursue the fugitives, and the victorious Saud, without further olMtacie» 
took possession of Medkein. 

In the splendid metropolis of the Benni Sassan, when they surveyed the 
miracles of architecture and art, the gilded palaces, the strong and stately 
porticos, with that abundant display of victuals, in the most exquisite 
variety and profusion which feasted their senses, and courted their obser¬ 
vation on every side, it is perhaps easier to conceive than describe the 
mingled sensations of surprise admiration and delight, which filled the 
bosoms of Saud, and his yet rude and unpolished barbarians. In the 
vaulted palace of the just Nousiiirvaun, tbeMahommedan general proceeded 
by a solemn thanksgiving of eight prostrations to express his gratitude to 
the most high, for those signal successes which bad conducted the stand¬ 
ard of the true faith to these magnificent abodes. Indeed, such must have 
been the astonishment which struck the senses of a people like the Arabs, 
then just emerging from simple barbarism, on the contemplation of the 
various wonders, which, like the effect of magic, rose before them in all 
directions, that the extravagant representations of the orientals on the sub- i 
ject, may perhaps be entitled to some indulgence. Neither should it 
excite our surprise, when they affirm, what is very possible, that the valua¬ 
ble prticles of merchandize, the rich and beautiful pieces of manufacrure, 
whi(b fell into the hands of the conquerors ou the occasion, were in such 
incalculable abundance, that the tliirtieth part of their estimate was more 
than the imagination could embrace. Nor is it improbable that the 
circumstance once already noticed, prematurely perhaps, after the battle 
of Kaudsiuh, of several ass loads of camphor, being luis.akeii by the Arabian 
soldiery for salt, should have really occurred; although that of their 
exchanging sheets of gold for sheets of silver ot equal weight, may admit 
of some quiilificaiion. 

I3ii», ihar froin which all other article'^ in this pr digit us b(x»ty, seemed 
to recede iii tiie cuinpansun, was the superb and celebrated carpet of cloth 
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A« H. XV. 6 f gold, of si^ty cubits square, which they found in the treasury of the 
A»D. 636. Khossrous, each separate compartment of which of ten cubits, mostcuri* 
""ikbeib”' ously wrought, in jewels of every species, and of the highest value; the 
usw^r. ruby, the emerald, the saphire, the beryl, topaz and pearl, being arranged 
with such inimitable and consummate skill, to form the representations of 
trees, fruits and flowers, of rivulets and fountains, so truly admirable, as to 
surpass all description and belief. To this superb and exquisite piece of 
workmanship, the most beautiful and expensive performance in mosaic 
that perhaps was ever exhibited, in which, blended with the thornless ruse, 
every tree plant and flowering shrub, seemed to combine its foliage to 
fascinate the eye of the beholder with the most charming illusions, tho 
Fersian monatchs had given the name of the Bahauristaun, as if it were, the 
mansion of perennial spring; and on this, with a magniflccuce w'hich the 
sovereigns of the east alone, perhaps, possessed the means of displaying, 
they were accustomed to jentertain and regale the nobles of their court; 
when, during the gloom of winter, they chose to retrace in the most 
brilliant imitation, the beauties of nature in her loveliest forms. 

At any rate, it appeared of such transcendant value, that no one pre¬ 
sumed to set an estimate upon it; and it was therefore superadcled to the 
fifth of the spoil, which, as soon as it could be arranged and set apart by 
, Amru the son of Mukrfin, to whom the task had been assigned, was as 
usual, by Saud conveyed to Medeinab, loaded on nine hundred camels, 
in charge of Besheir the son of Hozzauthia. The residue of the booty was 
then divided into sixty thousand shares, in such a proportion, that twelve 
thousand dinaurs, fell to the lot of every horseman in the army ; giving to 
each at the lowest computation, five thousand five hundred pounds; 
and if it be also true, that this army consisted of sixty thousand horse, the 
whole would amount altogether to the incredible sum of three hundred 
and thirty millions sterling. 

To the ambitious Omar, when he received together with his proportion 
of the splendid spoils of Med^ein, the grateful intelligence of those trans¬ 
cendent successes, which had crowned the operations of the Persian 
campaign, will not, of course, be denied the full measure of joy aud 
exultation, which it was calculated to renew. With the impartiality, from 
which he never deviated, the booty was distributed among the principal 
members of the Mahomiiredan common wealth: the superb and magnl- 
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Acent carpet, which had unfolded delight and fascination to crMy eye, lie A. H. ISIf* 
caused to be cut up into small pieces; one of which, of thesiae only of A* 
the palm of a man’s band, foiling to the share of Aliy, was afterwards sold Hshtih 
by that heroic chief, for the sum of twenty thousand dirhems, or according 
to others, for as many dinaurs.* 

In the mean time, with a view of intercepting the commiHiication, 
between the Persian monarchy and the shores of Uindostaun, Auttebah 
the son of GhAzwaun, on of the prophet’s companions, was directed by 
Omar before the conclusion of the year XV, to proceed with a body of 
troops towards Ebiah, on the lower Tigris ; where on the western bank of 
that river, in conformity to his instructions he laid the foundation of a new 
city; to which, in allusion to the rocky situation, on which it was erected, 
he gave the name of Bassorah, the term by which such situation is distin* 
guished in the ancient dialect of the Arabs. A description, whicb^ 
however, corresponds but little with the site of the modem city of that 
name so well known to Europeans. In the space of about three years, it 
became a respectable and extensive town, when, having furnished it with 
a competent stock of inhabitants, and established Jashia the son of Milissa* 
oud in the government, Auttebah returned to Medeinah. 

it was in the course of the same year that Omar proceeded to form an 
arrangement of the members of his court, assigning to each in regular 
gradation, from the individuals of the prophet’s family to the lowest of his 
companions, an established pension from the public treasury, recording 
them by name in an authentic register preserved for the purpose. To 
Abbas who stood at the head of the list, was assigned the sum of twelve 
thousand dirhems next in precedence, and above all his other nobles, 
were placed the Seyuds, or race of Mahommed; to each of the mothers of 
the faithful, the widows of the prophet so distinguished, he assigned ten 
thousand dirhems ;% although, with an extraordinary deference to the 
imperious Ayaishah, he presumed not to limit her claims to any particufor 
sum. To the associates of the battle of Beider, to the Imaums Hussun 

* The one would be equivalent to about 458/. 6s. 8J. The other about 9,116/. 13(. 4d. 

The same sample is, however, rated by others, as low as 8,000 diihems, or about 185^ 

6s. 

$ About 229/* 3«. 4d. 
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A. H. XV. and Hftsseyne, to AbA Zerr Ghoffaury, and to the prophet’s favorfte 
A. D. 636 . proselyte Shliinaii the Persian, each respectively, five thousand dirhems.* 
Habeib Below these, the remainder of the companions were sevecally rated from 
usseyr. four thousandf downwards, to two hundred dirhems^ per annum. 

After the fall of his capital, the unfortunate Yezdejird was too much 
under the influence of his fears to remain long at Jal(tla; leaving the 
A. H. XVI. troops assembling about that place in great force to their destiny, be con- 
A.U. e'37. tinned his retreat towards Ilulwaun, in readiness to secure himself in the 
passes behind that town. The troops at Jaiiiia, having, in the mean time, 
pul themselves under the orders of Mehran Uauzy, or according to others, 
under Khfirzaud, the brother of Rhstum, whom Yezdejird had left to 
superintend their exertions, drew a formidable intrencliment round their 
camp, and prepared to make the most vigorous res)stancc to the further 
progress of the Mussulmans. However strange, it would still appear, that 
the province of Yemen had not yet been iniirely subjugated, since a 
Persian chief, of the name of Beimian, is noticed to have been appointed at 
this period to the government of it, on the part of Y<*zdejird. A division 
of the fugitives of Kaudsiah, and the remnant of other discomfitures, who 
had taken the direction of Mosshle, were also reported to be collecting >n 
considerable numbers in the territory of I'ekreit. 

In order to dislodge the enemy from .lalula, a body of twelve thousand 
men was detached from the army of Medaein by Sand, under his nephew 
Haushem the son of Auttebali; though the command of these troops is, hy 
others, assigned to Ainrfi the son of Malek, of the race of Abdiimrnenauf. 
And to prevent the designs which might be forming on the side of Tekreit, 
another detachment of six thousand men, under Abdullah the son of 
Meiatemmer, proceeded at the same time towards that quarter. On the 
arrival of Haushem in the neighbourhood of Jalhia, we are on tlie one hand 
informed, that finding it impossible to draw the enemy from their intrench- 
ments, he was compelled to the alternative of attacking them within their 
works; but at the expiration of six months, during which they appear to 
have baffled all his efforts, he at last succeeded in carrying those works by 
assault, with a dreadful carnage of the Persians. On the other hand, the 
latter arc by some authors represented to have bravely opposed their ebe* 

•About 114/. M«. 8(/. t About pi/. 13*. 4</. 

4/. 1 1 *. 8^, At fiv&ipeuce tialt*|>ciiny to the tUihcna. 
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mieii in the field of battle, though ultimately defeated with the loss of one 
hundred thousand men in the conflict; the scene of which was in conse¬ 
quence ever afterwards distinguished by the conquerors, by the name of 
Jalhla-ul kuttely, Jalfila of slaughter. Here again an immense booty 
became the reward of successful enterprise; and one article particularly 
described, was a golden camel enriched with all sorts of jewels, surmounted 
by the figure of a man also of gold, which was foutid in one of the tents 
by an Arab soldier, and by him faithfully delivered to the person whose 
charge it was to collect the spoil. 

On iuteiligeiice of this fresh disaster, the unhappy Yezdejird quitted 
Hulwaun in a slate of despair, and retired further off towards the ancient 
city of Rai; and Hulwaun was soon afterwards compelled to submit to 
Haushem. The operations of Abdullah Meiatemmer, were attended with 
similar success in the territories of Mossfile and Tekreit; both of which sub¬ 
mitted to the prevailing fortune of the Mussulmans, now about to unite 
their conquests with those of their associates from the province of Syria. 
These events arc stated to have taken place towards the close of the 
sixteenth vmkI the commencement of the seventeenth of the Hidjcra; the 
latti r year l>eing rendered further memorable by the reduction of Shirvaun 
and haspeiidann, accomplished by Zerraiir the brother of Omar. 

'I'lnso eon(]iit sts were followed in the course of the same year by the 
subUMssion of all the towns of Ahftuuz, a divisicjn of Khfizistaun the 
ancient Siisi.ina, according to some authorities seventy-seven in number, 
whn.h were now comp<*Ilc<l to receive the yoke of the Mossiems. The 
citKS of Duinhurhaur and SiUtiir, in the same territory, were in particular, 
suricndered to AbO Seiurah, by their governor Hormfizan, who, on repair¬ 
ing to Medeinali, became shortly afterward, either by force or persuasion, 
a convert to Isslgm. The same Ab6 Seiurah, by whom the troops of Omar 
were comlucied to this quarter, was further successful iu making himself 
niwsior of the ancient city of SAsse, the capital of Susiana; although this 
latter capture, and indeed that of the whole province, is by others ascribed 
to Abu Mussa Aishaiiry. 

The air, and possibly the liixuriesofMeddein, having been found on experi¬ 
ence todisagree with the constitution oftheArabs,Saud-e-Wekauss solicited, 
anil with some difiic.nity obtained the permissionofOmar to withdraw to the 
western side of the Euphrates; where on the confines of their native deserts^ 
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A.n.Xvn. he lodged his followers in a cantonment of mats and reeds; and a residence 
A. D. 638 . constructed of such materials, being in the language of Arabia, denominated 
Habcib Kfifah, the place, at a subsequent period, after it had been consumed by 
usscyr. fire, and had risen from its ashes in materials more durable, became 
equally celebrated under that name, as the temporary scat of I he Kheiau- 
fut, and for the turbulent and refractory spirit of its inhabitants. From 
this period, the city of cities, the proud metropolis of the Sassanides, 
gradually declined; so that, with the exception of one noble arch, the Tauk- 
f-Kessra, some leagues below Baghdad, supposed to have been the entrance 
to the palace of ihi' great kitjg, not a vestige remains at this day to 
indicate the spot whereon it stood. 

In this place wo are refern’d, by our author, to the relati<*ii of a certain 
writer of Isfahauti of the name of Ilarnzali, for tiic cireuinstances which 
suggested to Omar, the establishment at this period of the iL'ia of the llid- 
jera, generally included under the arrangenieiits of the year seventeen. 
And it is acknowledged on the occasion, that the recent crnivert Hormu- 
zan, bore a principal concern in the astronomical calculations necessary to 
form the basis of this new point in chronology. In other respects, a regard 
for the superstitious prepossessions, and habits of his countrymen, seems 
to have prevailed with the Khulif, notwithstanding some inconveniences, 
to select for his system the lunar year of three hundred and fifty-four days 
and a fraction, in preference to the solar one already in use with most other 
improved nations. 

With respect to the different teras observed by those other na'tions, 
previous to the diiliision of the enlightened system of JSInhommedaa Irgisla/ioMf 
the author has furnished us with the following table, so far as appears to 
have fallen within the knowledge of his country. JvVaY, the descent of 
Adam from paradise 5 i. e. the fall of our first parents. Second, the deluge 
of Noah. Third, the deliverance of the patriarch Abraham, from the fire 
of Nimrod. Fourth, the foundation of the Kaaubah or temple of Mekkah, 
observed by the descendants of Issmauil, or Ishmaelites. F^h, the mission 
of Moses, by theJews. Sixth, themraofEskunder-zfiUkerneiOf or Alexander 
of Macedon, by the (xretks. Seventh, the Wakaaut-ul-Pheil, or visitation of 
the elephant, adopted by the Koraish. Eighth, that of the accession of their 
sovereigns, observed by the Persians, concluding with that of Yezdejird, 
ihc last of those sovereigns of the ancient race. The one in use at 



tbe period in which the author of the Habeib usseyr waa employed on hie A.H.XV11. 
history, about the tenth century of •'the Hidjerab, was the «era of Melek A.D.63a. 
Shah, of the race of Seljhk, established at the commencement of the reign Hi^b 

of that iliustrions prince, cotemporary with Jengueiz. That he should vneyr. 
have excluded from bis list the mra of the Christians, is not very singular, 
as the author, in all probability, conceived it beneath the notice of a pious 
and orthodox Mussulman; and to an Olympiad, or the foundation of 
Home, it is possible that his information never extended. 

Ouring the eighteenth of the Hidjerah, the attention of Omar was for some a,H,XVIII; 
time employed in administering consolation to his people, sinking under A.D,639« 
tlie horrors of famine and hunger brought upon the city of Medeinah by a 
aeason of excessive drought; and from which, if their historians are entitled 
to credit, the intervention of a miracle was employed to relieve them. In 
the height of their sufferings, accompanied by the principal citizens, many 
uf them the associates of the prophet,‘the Khalif repaired to the adjacent 
plain, ill humble prostration to implore the compassion of heaven ; and the 
aged and respectable Abbas having been chosen, on this occasion, as the 
organ of their supplications, his prayers are said to have found immediate 
access to the throne of mercy; as within the compass of the same hour 
(ho bounty of heaven, which had been long withheld from them, disclosed 
itself ill abundant rain: which continued without intermission for the 
whole succeeding week, to the great and seasonable relief of the parched 
jiihabitants; who were not deficient in their expressions of veneration and 
gratitude to him, whose intercessions with divine goodness, had been so 
miraculously exerted in their favor. 

The mosque and mausoleum of the prophet at hledeinah, when com> 
pared with the increasing magnitude and prosperity of that dominion 
which was become the lot of his successors, might perhaps be now const* 
dcred to occupy a space too humble for the author of so splendid a destiny; 
and It was accordingly thought necessary, during this year, to enlaige that 
space by the purchase of several adjoining houses, the property of Abbas, 
which were thus included within the sacred precincts. In the course of 
the same year, a detachment of the Mahommedan troops in Palestine and 
in the neighbourhood of Kamlah, while exploring the recesses of mount 
Libaiius, penetrated into a cave jn the mountain ; where, reclining on a 
gilded throne, they discovered the body or skeleton of a man, and by thf 
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A.H.XTX. side of it, a plate or tablet of solid gold, containing an inscription* in 
A. D. 640. Greek characters, to the following effect. “ I am .S^ba the son of Nod- 
Habeib “ ®U88, orice distinguished by the friendship of Esau, the son of the patriarch 
u»»evT. and prophet Isaac. In splendour and prosperity 1 enjoyed life to an 
“ advanced age, during which 1 witnessed on earth various and surprising 
“ visitations; Among other things, destructive storms of hail and snow, 
in the heats of July. Let it not therefore surprise nr alarm, if futurity 
should exhibit the same appearances. But that which impressed me 
“ with the greatest degree of astonishment, was the blindness of the des> 
“ cendants of Adam, who, with the graves of their forefathers, their children 
** and friends, continually before their eyes, should yet be so totally 
unmindful of death, as not to direct one thought towards that strict and 
“ rigid account, Which will be infallibly required of them on the great and 
** Bweful day of universal retribution. 1 further assuredly know, that at 
“ the proper period, the race of men who shall discover the secrets of this 
“ cave, are destined by the unalterable decrees of Omnipotence, to possess 
“ the surrounding regions. These events, however, will not come to pass 
** until the paths of truth and rectitude shall have been lost to mankind, 
“and the worship of the true God shall have disappeared on earth. 
“ After all, the end of the just and pious shall be happy. Earewcl V* 
The above, in the true taste of oriental curiosity, we have been compelled 
in the dearth of other matter, to introduce on the authority of our original, 
without claiming from the reader a greater share of his attention than such 
a circumstance may appear to deserve. 

A. H. XX. At a very early period of their establishment, the inhabitants of the 
A. D* 641. new city of Kiifah began to exhibit those pr* of. of the turbulent and refrac¬ 
tory spirit, for which they afterwards became so notorious; and we accord¬ 
ingly find them under the twentieth of the Hidjerah, so dissatisfied w ith 
the administration of Saud, under whose auspices they had so often fought 
and conquered, as to transmit to Medeinah, against him, complaints of 
such a nature, as appealed of sufficient weight with Omar, to remove that 
warlike and successful commander from hjs government; which now 
devolved in rotatiiui to A umar Yausser, a name of considerable celebrity in 
the annals of Isslani. And among the casualties of the year twenty, it 

* Why the inscription should be Greek, rather than Hebrew or S^Tiac, it is not easy ts 
explain; the original is Yhnauny. 
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'may be proper to notice in particular the death of Soffeyan, the father a.H. XXI. 
of Yezzeichand Mauwc%b, and uncle’s son of the prophet. A. D. ( 548 . 

The removal of the warlike Sand from the government of K6fah, seems Habeib 
to have hastened the conclusive efforts \\ hich Yezdejird was*yet preparing, usseyr. 
to recover his dominions from the usurpation of these barbarous invaders. 

And for this purpose, all the troops that could be drawn together from the 
several provinces of the empire, to which the spoliations of the enemy 
had not been yet extended, and particularly from those of Khorassaun, 

Rai and llamadaun, were now assembled at Nihawend, to the number of 
one hundred and fifty thousand men ; of whom the command was assigned 
to Feyrouzan, one of his best generals, who still survived to witness the 
fiiithor cruel and sanguinary discomfiture of his countrymen. These 
formidable pre))arations being announced at Medeinah by the letters of 
Aumar Yaiisser, occasioned consideraldc alarm lest the mischiefs of inva¬ 
sion should be at last retaliated even at the seat of the Khelaufut; or at 
any rate lest the rising establishments of Kufah and Bassorah should be 
thus exposed to premature destruction. According to the o]>iiiion of 
Olhmaii, it was a conjuncture which demanded the presence of the Kha- 
lif himself at the bead of liis troops, but the counsels of Ally again 
prevailed for the adoption of less desperate measures ; and in concurrence 
with his advice, Niaiiman the son of Mokurren, or Mekrhn, was the person 
now selected by Omar to oppose the Persians, with an army, which, 
including the troops drawn from the garrisons of Kflfah and Bassorah, is 
not said to have amounted altogether to more than thirty thousand men. 

At the head of these, however, after completing the necessary arrangements, 

Nianman, accompanied, among other gallant soldiers, by Abdullah the son 
of Omar, advanced towards Nihawend. In the mean time, the Persian 
g( neral had employed the utmost of his exertions, by surrounding his 
camp with a deep ditch and lampart, and by providing every other possible 
measure of defence, to render that position impregnable, in which 
he was to play the last stake fur the emancipation of his country. 

Ill this situation the Persian army patiently expected the approach of the 
Mosslcmn, who shortly afterwards appeared, and pitched their tents within 
half a league of their intrenchments. A series of partial and ineffectual 
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A.H.XXI. hostilities now commenced, and continued fora period of two months; in 
A. T>. 642. which, though no decided superiority could be claimed on either, yet in 
Habeib the various skirmishes which took place, the advantage seemed in general^ 
iisseyr. notwithstanding, to incline to the side of the Arabs. This consideration 
may have prevailed with Feyrouzan, contrary to the experience of former 
failures in that respect, to desire that a person on the part of the Mahom- 
medaii general might be deputed to receive from him such tenders towards 
an accommodation, as he still felt himself disposed to communicate. To 
this from a variety of motives Niauman very readily acceded; and tlic same 
Moghairah who had signalized himself on former similar occasions, was. 
now again selected alone to confer with the Persian. 

Rouzut On admission to the p:tvilion of Feyrouzan, perceiving him seated on a 
uysuiFft. throne of gold, a tiara streaming with radiance adorning liis brows, and a 
numerous concourse of hisodKers standing before him, the Mahominedan 
announced his presence by the abrupt and insolent declaration, that until 
they were masters of those proud bulwarks, which had hitherto opposed 
their valour, and of the throne and diadem which now shed such brilliance 
before him, his countrymen would never be induced to recede ; and with¬ 
out further prelude bounding forwards, he seated himself on the throne by 
the side of the Persian Satrap. But the assembly preparing to chastize his 
presumption, he pleaded ignorance of their manners; and with equal edrou- 
tery cautioned them to forbear from molesting him, since nothing was more 
repugnant to the maxims of true royalty, than violence against the sacred 
person of an embassador; and Feyrouzan also interposing his authority tQ 
prevent them, they were constrained to suppress their indignation, while he 
proceeded to explain the terms on which he was disposed to open a treaty 
with the Mahomraedans. These comprised in truth nothing more than 
what had been already in repeated instances rejected with scorn and disdain ; 
an offer to clothe them, it they were in search of apparel; to feed them if 
hungry; and in due to cede to them an extent of territory,amply sudici- 
ent to provide for all their future necessities, if they would engage to 
withdraw from a country which they had so unjustly invaded. 

To this, in a strain which might be now considered from froquei^; repe¬ 
tition familiar, Moghairah replied, by acknowledging the justice of all that 
had been again charged against the Arabs, with respect to the poverty, 
imbecility and even baseness of their former condition. But from this he 
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ccAjld assure those who heard him, they had long emei^ed, sinee a gracious A. H. XXI. 
God, through the medium of their prophet, and the blessings of a glorious 
religion, had crowned their destiny with unbounded wealth, power and Rouzut 

grandeur. Perhaps it was also necessary to add, that from the moment in ^ usiufll* 
which the pride of one of their monarchs had led him to tear in pieces the 
letter of God's messengery prosperity and dominion had forever forsaken 
or discarded the race of Sassan. He concluded, by proposing, as usual, 
that they would either submit to become tributary, or quit their intrench- 
ments, and decide the contest in the held of battle. Upon which, 
observing to his ohicers that there was some degree of truth in the Arabs 
reasoning, Feyrouzan turned to Moghairah, and dismissed him with an 
assurance, that on the Wednesday following, he should relinquish the 
advantages of his position, and meet his countrymen in the field of battle. 

Faithful to his promise, he accordingly appeared on the clay appointed, 
with liis whole army before the camp of the Mussulmans, with whom a 
fierce and obstinate contest immediately ensued ; in w'hich, when evening 
closc'd the scene, neither party could yet claim the advantage. The con¬ 
flict was renewed the following day with a termination equally indecisive, 
night again separating the combatants before success could yet declare 
Itself for eitiicr of the parties. But on Friday, the third of the battle, 
though Niauman fell mortally wounded in the early part of the action, 
victory, with her zephyr breath, played upon the ensigns of Isslam ; and a 
dreadful and sanguinary discomfiture irrevocably scaled the destiny of the 
Persian empire. 

In the relation of Abfli Ilancifali of Daitifir, whose residence in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the fatal spot, may perhaps have afforded him opportunities 
of more accurate information, the circumstances of this memorable event 
arc, however, represented with some variation from those, which have just 
claimed our notice. According to this writer, when Niauman had con¬ 
ducted Ills array within three pharsangsof Nihawend, he there encamped; 
and the Persians under Murdan Shah the son of Hormfiz, advancing to 
oppose him, pitched their camp also, immediately in his vicinity, securing 
themselves however, with a formidable line of intrenchraents; the advan¬ 
tages of which, for the hazardous and uncertain issue of a contest in the open 
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A. n.XXI. field, no provocation could for some time prevail upon them to forego, lu. 

A.U. all cases of dr/Kciilty, Niauman had received the instructions of Omar, to 
Jlouzut fie govcnied by the advice of Amrb the son of Meyaudi Kerrcb, and TV/- 
ussuila. huh the son ttf Khueylud; and perceiving that all his attempts to bring the 
« enemy to action proved ineflectuah he thought the occasion now offered, 
to bring the experience of those two chieftains to the test. After explain¬ 
ing to them, that although daily slrengthened by continual reinforcements, 
it appeared to be the fixed determination of the Persians to remain on the 
defensive within their fortifications; and that so lopg as they adhered to 
such a resolution, situated as they were, in the midst of the abiindaul 
supplies of a friendly territory, it was in their power to protract the war in 
full security, to any period they chose ; while the Mussulmans on their 
part, at a distance fiom all supply, and in the heart of a country invetcr- 
atcly hostile, must be inevitably exposed to every species of privation and 
distress : he therefore requested they would freely suggest such measures 
as they conceived it most advisable to adopt, in the dilemma to wliich he 
found himself reduced. 

Without keeping him long in suspense, AmrA proposed, that a report 
should be circulated in the camp of the enemy, that the Khalif Omar was 
dead: and, as if ill consequence of such an event, that the Mussulman 
army should immediately retire -some marches homewards, lii all prubabi* 
lity the Persians encouraged by these appearances, would be at last induced 
to forego the protection of their lines, for the imagined pursuit of a flviiig 
enemy; and in such a case it would not be very difficult to give them 
battle when they least expected it, and to strike for that victory, with 
which there needed only the opportunity, to crown their ardent expec¬ 
tations. 

The scheme was approved of by Niauman^and immediately carried into, 
execution. The Persians, as had been foreseen, on intelligence that their, 
enemies were retreating, fell without suspicion into the snare; and suffering 
themselves to be carried away by their exultation, and the flatteting illu¬ 
sions of hope, were irrecoverably engaged in a disunt, and, perhaps, a. 
negligent pursuit. So soon, however, as it was perceived that they had, 
been drawn to such a distance, that it. would be impossible to regain their, 
intrenchments without fighting, the Arabs on a sudden ceased to retire; and 
the Persian generals discovering when too late, that it was no longer 
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avoidable, drew up for the night in presence of the enemy, and prepared A.H.XXI. 
for battle. A. D. 64g. 

The next day, being Wednesday, and the day following, as hath been Rouzut 
already noticed, the armies engaged in a furious and ineffectual struggle umuSL 
• for victory, which terminated without apparent advantage on either side. 

Uut on the Friday, when the sun was just declining from the meridian 
towards the western horizon, the moment at which, from every mosque 
and pulpit in Isslam, the supplications of the faithful were ascending to 
heaven in aid of their armies throughout the world, and that which, with 
the prophet, was also the favorite hour of battle, Niauman, robed in 
wiiite as if prepared for martyrdom, and mounted on a milk white steed, 
gave the last lekheir; the signal for his troops to fall on, with their spears 
and lances pointed towards the breasts of the enemy. Soon afterwards, 
while thus advancing to the charge, one of the Persian arrows transfixed 
the bosom of the Arabian general, and he immediately fell; but his 
brother Suwaid, conveying him the same instant from the field to his tent,' 
there clad himself in his armour and vestments, and returning to the battle 
mounted on his horse, thus concealed from the Mussulmans that their 
commander was killed. The conflict continued to rage with equal perse^ 
verance and inveteracy, until, after exhibiting prodigies of valour, the brave 
and experienced Amrik the son of Meyaudi, sharing the fate ofbis general, 
became also enrolled among the denizens of eternal bliss; when the Arabs 
appear to have bben exasperated to a degree of fury, which nothing could 
longer resist. The Persians now gave way on every side, the greater 
number hastening to regain their intrenched camp. Feyrouzan, with 
about four thousand followers, effected his escape into the neighbouring 
mountains, but being closely pursued and overtaken by a detachment of 
the Mahominedans under Kaauka the son of Amrh, he was there put to 
the sword, with all who attended his flight. Exclusive of thirty thousand 
men who fell in the action, there perished, 4t is said, in the ditch of their 
encampment, into which, in the terror and confusion of their flight, they 
were probably precipitated by one another, not less than eighty thousand 
of the Persians; neither, when we reflect on the duration and obstinacy 
of the conflict, and the acknowledged impression made by the Persian 
archers, could the loss on the part of the Mussulmans, though not precisely 
stated, have been inconsiderable. It was howevar attended with sucb 
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decisive results, tbat the victory of Nihawend lias been ever since denomi- 
A. D. 642. nated the Fattah-hul-Fntt61i, or victory of victories; it being the last 
Kouzut struggle in which, with any competence of force or number, the Persians 
uffuini. appear to have engaged, in defence of the ancient government and institu* 
tions of their country. 

The booty which fell into the hands of the victorious Mussulmans, was 
again prodigious, though small in comparison with the incalculable wealth 
of the metropolis. The proportion '\j^hich fell to the lot of a horseman, 
ttinouuted, however, on this occasion, to six thousand dirhems ;* that of a 
footman, to two thousand exclusive of the lion’s sliare, set apart and, as 
usual, transmitted to Medeinah, by Khozzeifah ul Yenianny, who had 
^Succeeded to the command on the death of Niaumari. 'I'o this latter share 
was siiperadded, the diadem and other jewels bestowe<l by the bounty and 
liberality of Khossrou Parvoiz on the noble Tokhaurjan, on an occasion, 
the nature of which, as it affords some degree of relief to the mind amidst 
these details of butchery and outrage, the author may have considered it 
in this place not unseasonable to explain. 

This nobleman had enjoyed the most distinguished plarc in the favor 
and esteem of his sovereign, the monarch just alluded to, who had united 
him by marriage to a lady from his own haram, one of the most beautiful 
women of the age. By some means or other, an intercourse continued 
however to ewist between this lady and her former lord, which the husband 
was not sufficiently passive to subscribe to ; and he accordingly thought fit 
to estrange himself from any conversation w’lth her. Of this circumstance 
Khossrou became apprized, and he took the first opportunity of breaking 
the matter to his favorite, by observing, that he understood there was a 
fountain of delicious water in his possession, of which he never condes* 
cended to taste. To this Tokharjan replied, it was very true that he was 
the possessor of such a fountain, and had formerly tasted of it; but one day 
happening to discover the impression of the lion’s foot on the precincts, he 
was so iiitircly overcome with terror, that he never afterwards presumed to 
approach it. Pleased and surprised by the ingenuity, delicacy, and readiness 
of the reply, -Khossrou immi^diately hastened to the palace of his women, 
wot less than three thousand in number, and requiring from each of them 
the jewels which she possessed for the decoration of her person, he caused 
*AboiU 137/. lOf. t About 45/. 16*. 
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the whole to be presented to the wife of Tokh&ijan; together with a diadeta A. H. XXT^ 
or tiara, or coronet of gold, enriched with the most exquisite gems, which A. D. 643. 
he bestowed upon her husband. Many years afterwards, the latter, as we ' Rouzut 
have already seen, perished in one of those ineffectual attempts to oppose ussufft. 
•the progress of the Mahommedans towards the metropolis, which suc¬ 
ceeded to the battle of Kaudsiah; and the precious donative remaining in 
the hands of his family, was conveyed from the scenes of havoc, slaughter 
and captivity which ensued, to a village in the neighbourhood of Nihaw- 
end ; where, secure, as they thought against all danger of discovery, they 
buried their treasure in a pit. But all hope of deliverance having been 
forever dissipated by the last fatal discomfiture of the armies of their country^, 
one of the chief men of the village, on a promise of protection to his 
family and property, betrayed the precious deposit to the person entrusted 
by the Mussulmans with the col lection/>f the spoil. It was discovered in 
two hampers, the one containing the rich diadem of Khossrou Parveiz, and 
the other, the jewels of iiis sumptuous haram, so liberally transferred to 
Tokharjaii and liis consort. It remains however to mention, that these 
articles, being, in some way or other, hy the statutes of Issl&m, exempted 
from any claims ul the soldiery, Khozzeifah thought fit to forward them 
i^ntoucbed, to Medeinah ; but Omar, accusing his general of a design to 
seduce his integrity, or to implicate him in the public mind, directed both 
the packages to be reconveyed in tho same state to Kafah, there to be 
immediately disposed of, and the money arising from the sale, after deduc- ■ 
tioti of the fifth part legally reverting to the public treasury, to be iqiparti* 
ally distributed to the army. Which was accordingly done. And yet, 
unless we are to look upon it altogether as an error in the transcript, it 
will scarcely obtain our belief after all that has preceded, that this boasted 
concealment, should have been sold and resold for a paltry sum* in the 
utmost not exceeding one hundred pounds sterling ; and our author must 
have been indeed extremely moderate in his wishes, when he professes 
that a single acquisition of such a magnitude would have rendered him 
abundantly easy for life. 

Thunder struck by the dreadful defeat of Nihawend, the unhappy Yezde- 
jird was preparing to abandon, Rai, and retire at once into Khorassaun, 
when the governor of Uyreania, the modern Tebrestaun, who had lately 

* Four tbousaud dirhems. • 



13(5 


/.tt.XXI. joined him, urpjrcl every argument to prevail upon him to proceed rather 
A.IJ. GV2. into that province, as afloriling the most secure and agreeable retreat. 
Ruuaut This however he declined, conceiving it more advisable to fix his residence 
Utoulla. at Neitnrouz, where he continued for some time ; but being perhaps 
further terrified by approaching hostilitiis, he removed from thence to the 
nriglihonrhood of 1ussc, in the expectation that he should find an asylum 
williin the fortifications of that city. His misfortunes liad, however, 
determined lh<‘govt-rnor of that pliiee to shut his gates against him ; and 
the imperial fugitive was now compelled to withdraw with appaient 
reluctance towatds Meifi, W'here his disastrous career was biought to a 
termination, in tiiciiKinner which will lie noticed in a future page. 


The remaining piihlie events 


i>f the n'ign of Omar, it will inU be didieiilt 


to comprise in a very few worils. The victory ot Nili.'W'end was closely 


followed by the reduction of llamadaun, the ancient Lelmlana acconlmg 


to some, and of Dairinr, both of w'hicli Mirrciidcred on capitulation. And 


the city of Isfahaun, after n brave n sistance, was also eompelled to 
submit to the prowess of Abdullah tin’ son of Ablias. In the scanty 
list of civil occurrences, with which the historian has thought proper ter 
distinguish the year twenty-one, is the coinage of gold and silvt r money, 
of dinaiirs and dirhems, which, for the first time, it would appear, Omar 
caused to be stiuck throiigljout bis dominions about tins pern>d. As far 
as the text enables us to state, they bore in general the name of <iod, w'ith- 
•iit accompaniment. Some of the dinaurs or pieces of gold, are Imw'cier 
said to^ave exhibited the well known creed of Alahominedisin, asserting 
the unity of the Godhead, and the divine mission of the prophet. Some 
were also .impressed with the W’ords, Ulhumd-id-Vllah^ pr.nsed be God. 
And others, with Omar, Ameir ill AloAmenein, Omar, commander of ilie 
faithful. But to hazard a coniecture, Ulhumd-ul-L’lIah, and Omar Ameir 
ul Mouinencin, may have been exhibited partly on the one siile, and partly 
on the reverse of the same piece, as Lailiaiih ii Uilah, and Mahommed 
Urrussiilullah might have been on others. With respect to the relative 
value of these coins, it is perhaps not easy to determine. That of the 
dinaur of gold appears to have fluctuated from twenty to five and twenty 
of the dirhems, or pieces of silver; and as in some copies of Ferishtah, ten 
mlilions of the latter are represented eijiial to two liundrcd and fifty thousand 
rupees, or hajf crowns, we have ventured to estimate the dirhem at about 
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five-pence half-penny; so that the dinaur, at the highest value, night a. H. XXl. 
have been equal to about eleven shillings end five-pence half-penny, and A, t). 648< 
at the lowest, to about nine shillings and two-pence, English currency. Habeib 
The expulsion of the Jews from their ancient establishment of Khaibar, was ussejv. 
another event of a more domestic nature, which distinguished the year 
twenty-one; for having afforded some occasion of displeasure to Omar, that 
prince did not neglect the opportunity to diapossess them of their patrimony, 
which was accordingly transferred to the faithful. 

The government of Aumar Yausser was not more successful in subduing 
the changeable and turbulent spirit of the people of Kfifah, than that of 
his predecessor. Ilis conduct became also obnoxious ; and the Khalif, 
who did not perhaps think it very safe to temporize with the complaints 
of these haughty swordsmen, was easily prevailed upon to supersede him, 
by the appointment of Moghairah* the son of Shaubiah, whose singular 
character cannot have escaped the recollection of the reader. 

To this chieftain, with the troops of his province, under the events of the A.H.XXIl, 
year twenty-two, has been ascribed the reduction of Azerbaijaun, corres- A. D. 0*43. 
]K)uduig nearly to the ancient Media, and part of Armenia; the natives of 
which, were permitted to purchase the forbearance of their oppressors for 
the moderate sum of eight hundred thousand dirhems.* The other con¬ 
quered countries in the neighbourhood were, however, not yet reconciled 
to the yoke of tlicir recent and ferocious masters; and it accordingly 
appears, that about this period an insurrection took place among the inha¬ 
bitants of liamadauu, which w'as, however, speedily suppressed by the 
sword of Niaum the son of Mekrhii; who embraced the opportunity of 
signalizing hiinscif further, by the subjugation of the cities of R&i, Kdms, 
and Damaghauii, with the territory dependant on them. The declining 
fortune of the Persian monarchy' w'as now extended to its vassals in the 
almost inaccessible mountains and forests of Mazarideraun and Tebristaim, 
both comprehended in the ancient Hyrcama, which, on becoming tributary^ 
w'ere admitted to a treaty of peace with these all subduing enthusiasts. 

While the conquests of Mahommedism were thus accumulating in other 
parts of the empire, a body of twenty thousand men, under Ehnif the son 

• 18,333/. &. 8</, 

T 


§ 



m 


A.H.XXIl. ot K.i?y»s, procccticd, by direction of Omar, to invade the powerful province 
A.D. ()43. of Khorassaiin, corresponding to the ancient Uactriana. Alarmed at the 
Habcib approach of these troops, the despairing Yezdejird is now said to have fled 
ii!>&eyr. for protection to the Khaugan of the Tatars, whose assistance he implored 
to expel the invaders. This prince generously determined to support the 
royal fugitive, and for that purpose immediately crossed the AinQiab, or 
lower Oxus, at tho head of « numwmus army, whde Khnif, with the 
Mahommedans, advanced to meet him from the side of A very 

trifle was, however it seems, siiificieiit to deter him from the prosecution 
of his design. 'I'liree of tlie Tartar scouts being intercepted by the Ma¬ 
hommedans, were by them immediately put to the sword; and the cireiim- 
stance being cummnnicated to the Khaiignn, was hy him translated into a 
presage so inauspicious to the success of his enterprise, that he as speedily 
determined to withdraw from the danger, and accordingly recrossed the 
Oxns without further delay. The unhappy Yezdejird was once more 
thus abandoned to his destiny ; and although he succeeded in eluding, for 
some time longer, the pursuit of his enemies, this was the last instance in 
whi<;h he appears to have oflered any material interruption to the final 
subjugation of his domiiiiitiis. 

Ill the course of the year twenty-three, the province of Kermann was 
A.II.XXJII. ajjej jQ the possessions of Isslani, by the united exertions of Soheyl the 
son of Aiiddi, and Abdullah the son of Aulteban ; that of Seiestaun, the 
cradle of the invincible Kustuin, was reduced by Aussem the son of Amrit, 
of the tribe of Benni Temeim ; and to complete their conquests to the 
southward, the capital of Mekraun submitted to Uukkem the son of Aurner 
the Saulbiaii. However unimportant at a remote period, and in a distant 
quarter of the globe, this recapitulation of uncouth names may appear, 
they claim, notwithstanding, considerable attention on the spot; though 
perhaps not to so great a degree, as the catalogue of those fortunate adven¬ 
turers, w ho accompanied the Morman William, in support of his pretensions 
to the crown of hdward the confessor, will ever continue to excite in the 
rcculltction of Englishmen. 

While those conquests were accumulating round him, Shobrug, tho^ 
lieutenant, or satrap of Parss, (that region of the Persian empire, ot which 
Istakhar, or Persepolis was, and at a subsequent period Sbirauz became the 


capital) assembled a considerable force, with which, at the city of Eoudje,* 


* Fou&hudje perhajw. 
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•n the confines between his province and that of Khhaiatauiit he seemed AJI.XXIir. 
determined to oppose a resolute resistance to the usurpations of these. A. D. 644. 
cruel invader*. But the vigilance of Omar, ever watchful tb promote the " Hal^ib 
ascendancy of his fortune, did not long suffer these demonstrations to pass uss^r. 
unregarded. Several eminent commanders with patents for the govern¬ 
ment of such parts of the province as the events of war should place at 
their disposal, were employed without delay to convince him of the inutility 
of his efibrts. These men, at the head of troops now long inured to cnnf|uest> 
accordingly entered Parss ; and Sholirug, like the rest of his compatriots, 
perceiving it unavailing to oppose the tide of adverse fortune, shrunk from 
the contest, and abandoned his country to the enemy. Mhjaushia the 
son of Mftssaoud then took possession of Poiulje, while Othmaun the son 
of Ahil Alias, led the victorious Mahominedans into Istakhar. 

In the saino quarter, Sauriah the son of Zenneiin, employed with a 
separate divisum against Fassa and Daiiruljerd on the route from Siiirauz 
to Kerniaiin, appears to have experienced a more determined resistance 
from the natives of those districts, than the behaviour of their fellow sub¬ 
jects might have led him to expect. Having consumed a period of nearly 
two months, in besieging one of the strong holds of the country, into which 
they had thrown themselves, he found himself at the same time suddenly 
and fiercely attacked hy a sally from the garrison, and by a numerous 
body of Khrds, who had advanced to their relief. The Mussulmans had 
■ fallen in considerable numbers, and the issue of the contest was held in 
alarming sus]>eiise ; when, as the historian with the utmost gravity assiiivs 
us,’ the Khalif at Mi'deinah, one Friday, while discharging the functions 
of the Imaiiinut in the mosque of the prophet, was suddenly heard to 
exclaim, “ iV«rt/76i/i/o//<<?/'///,• an exclamation which, by some 
more than mortal medium was instantly communicated to the pereeption 
of that commander who, accordingly, drew off his troops towards the 
akirts of an adjoining lull, with which he effectually covered his rear; and 
in that situation again prepared to sustain the attack of his assailants; 

Here the battle was renewed, with a fury in proportion to the objects 
which separately animated the contending parties; but, as might have been . 

expected from such a prelude, fortune with her usual predilection finally 
declared for the Mosslems. 

T9 
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A.H.XXIlTi This may be considered as the last of those military exploits that sar 
A. O, largely contributed to signalize the reign of Omar; which was now destined 
liab«ib prematurely shortened by the hand of an ignoble and obscure indivi- 

vsseyr dual, armed against his life hy the sense of injury, and by a denial of justice 

and and protection against the alleged wrongs and exactions of an obdurate 

lu the latter part of the month of ZilhiHlje,of the year twenty-three, and 
on his return to Medeinah, from the performance of a last visitation to the 
sacred shrine of Mekkah, Omar was solemnly admonished by Knauh-nl 
-akhbaur, the traditionist perhaps, to prepare for the long journey of 
eternity ; for that of the term of life, there remained for him but the short 
interval of three days. As he was not sensible of any ailin^ or infirmity, 
the Klialif under some degree of surprise, expressed a desire to know, 
upon what grounds he conceived himself authorized to announce an event 
soaneful; Kaaub replied, that his information was derived from the tour- 
ayat, or Jewish scriptures, in which, he presumed to allege, that there were 
some passages, which typified the character and actions of Omar. While 
the Khalif was under the influence of these impressions, Feyrouz, a cliris> 
tian slave belonging to Mt^hairuh the son of Shaubiah, to whom probably 
his master had given the name of Abu Lulft, but whom the Sheiahs or 
adhereiitsof Ally have since dignified with the appellation of Sluija-ud-dein, 
the hero of theirfuitb, procured admission to his presence; and complaining 
of the hbavy exactions of Moghairah, iiitreated that an injunction might 
be laid upon him to make some abatement in the daily sum, which he 
levied from the fruits of his industry. Upon this Omar demanded of the 
slave if he excelled in any trade or profession; and being informed in reply, 
that he was a carpenter, sculptor and smith, and that the sum required 
by his proprietor, amounted to four dirhems* a day ; the Khalif declared, 
that, considering the endowments of which he acknowledged, himself 
possessed, the demand on the part of his master was by no means unrea* 
sonable; and proceeding to say, that among his other qualifications, ho 
understood he was also an excellent millwright, he demanded moreover, 
perhaps issultingly, whether, if he should undertake to construct at his 
request a windmill for the service of the state, he might not consider hisr 
sl^ill employed to infinite advantage. To this, unable any longer to suppress 

* About one nhilUngand ten-pence. 



I)is indignation, the alave rejoined, that he might, peradventure» find the 
meana of constructing such a windmill for hinHy as would be celebrated 
from east to west, and the story of which would be repeated to the end of 
time. Abh Lhih then withdrew, and the Khalif acknowledged that he 
had presumed to threaten him with assassination. 

Watching his opportunity on the following day, while the Khalif was 
engaged in the performance of morning prayers, and the people entirely 
occupied in attending to his exhortations, in the public mosque at Medei* 
nah, the same slave having pmbably mixed, iinperccived, with the congre¬ 
gation, rushed forward to the pulpit; and before they could be aware of his 
design, succeeded in inflicting on the person of Omar, six different wounds 
>^'ith his kreisso, or khtiiijer; one of which, below the navel, completed his 
purpose: and taking advantage of the consternation into which the assem¬ 
bly were thrown by an act of such uiilooked for atrocity, immediately 
effected bis escape into Persian Irak; w'hcre, at a subsequent period, accord¬ 
ing to the Sheiaiis, the assassin was suffered to experience a peaceable 
death in the city of Knshaun. The SOiinihs affirm on the contrary, that 
being iustaiiily seized, and apprehending the punishment which awaited 
him, he cut his own throat on the spot. 

In this state, the Khalif was conveyed home, and a draught of milk, 
which he had received from one of those who attended, being observed to 
issue, mixed with blood, from the wound belivw his navel, it was itnmedi- 
. atcly pronounced to be mortal ; when llaiireth, who hatl administered tho 
drauglit of milk, advise<l him, if he had any bequests to arrange, todispatcii; 
for ‘to all appearance his affairs were at a dangerous crisis. At this 
moment, Kaaub, the reputed sage already mentioned, entered the 
chamber, when Omar told him witli some degree of emotion, that his 
prediction was but too truly verified ; however, he called God to witness, 
that the termination of life had in itself nothing to excite his apprehensions ; 

It was the multitude of his offences only that gave him alarm; in which 
perhaps he was not very singular. Then calling to his son Abdullah, he 
desired him to repair to Ayaishah with a message from him, not as sovereign 
of the true believers, for the fatal event of the day had terminated that 
proud distiiictiou, but merely to state that the humble Omar wished her 
health, and besought her permission to be committed to the earth by the 
aide of his two illustrious hquefactors. Abdullah returned with, Ayaishaha 
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A.H.XXIII. full assent to his father’s request. Not satisfied with this, he directed, \vhe« 
A. I). ('4.4. he ceased to live, that the same re<]ue3t should be repeated, and if again 
compliedsvith, it would be well; otherwise to commit him to the grave 
vsbulia. in the common burying ground of the Miissnhnans. 

While he thus languished on the threshold of dissolution, some of the 
principal eoCxiles were urgent with Omar to nominate a siiec<>SM)r to the 
Klielaufut; this he declined, alleging, that the responsibility iiieiirred by 
the actions of his own government, was as inneii as he could well sustain ; 
without extending it to those of another, when he was in Ins grave : and 
though the example of a much better person than hiiiiself, e\eu of AbG 
Bukker might be cited fur his nniiation, yt‘t, that of one wtio was as much 
superior to all the rare of Adam, ol Mahonuiud liuiisi ll', who might have 
exerted such a discretion without tlx* pioiiahilitv <'fa dissent, was, with lion 
to») powerful an argument lo the eontr.iry. It w is in \t '■iigsji sied to him, 
that with the acknowledged exeelleocx:s uhn h a loined his <-haraeter, ihe 
nomination of his sou Abdullah, would meet with tlie entire .ipprobation 
of all the prophet’s companions, whoso acquiescence n xas principally 
necessary to provide for; to this he most decidedly olijeeud, (ieelaring, that 
with his consent not one of the family of Omar should t vi'r load himself 
%vith such a charge; and hecome the source t»f additiona! c<'m|)iinetion to 
him on the great day of retribution. However, lie at last complied uith 
their solicitations, so far as to fix their choice to one of these six persons, 
each of whom, he declared that the prophet, on one occasion or oihei, had 
expressly designated for a place in paradise. These were Aihj; Otlnmn ; 
Saud-e-Wdeauss; Telhah the sun of Abdullah; Zobatr the son of VI AiC(/u,ii; 
and Abdurmlhman the son of Aouff ': whom at his death he directed them to 
assemble in a species of conclave, for the purpose of chusing, from among 
themselves, that one whom they thought most worthy to be the prophet’s 
successor. 

There were, notwithstanding, many among the believers who presumed 
to question, with some degree of severity, the pretensions of these six 
worthies, to whom the honors of the Khelaufut seemed to be thus exclu¬ 
sively confined ; and in order to remove their doubts, which he did not 
learn without considerable dissatisfaction, Omar is now slated to have 
declared th*^ grounds on which he conceived himself authorized to en 'tvv 
tliem with such a preference. As they appear to have been of « 
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laturc rather singular to allege in support of such exalted claims, they 
canuot in justice be here omitted. And first, with regard to his son in law 
the husband of I'autima, the prophet on a variety of occasions is declared to 
have repeated, that there was not a scene, if we may so explain it, on the awe¬ 
ful theatre of the day of judgment, in which his hand would not be found 
locked in the baud of Ally. In order to vindicate his preference of Oth- 
man, an i.bservarion of the prophet is also introduced, in which he describes 
to Omar, all the angels of heaven united to bestow their benedictions upon 
hiin ; that Othmati was possessed with such unafiected piety and reverence 
for his creator, that neither through error nor design was he ever known to 
oiliiiid. Of Saud-e-VVekauss, the excellence rested on service performed 
in the battle ofOhud, where the arrows with which the prophet stood by 
to supply him, were directed among the enemy with such unerring skill, 
that lie was heard to pronounce thirteen times successively, that the zeal 
of Sahd would find its meed m paradise. One very cold night, during an 
CNpeclitioii 111 which he was engaged, the animal on which the prophet rode 
becoming lame, he earnestly besought heaven, that the man who should 
dismount for the accommodation of God’s prophet, might secure so perma¬ 
nent a share of ilivine favor, as to be safe against the hazard of future dis¬ 
pleasure. At the same moment, Telhah the son of Abdullah, was observed 
to dismount, and the camel, on which Mahommed rode, recovering from 
its latnem‘ss, the prophet undertook to announce to him, on the authority 
of the angel GdhncI, the promise, that wherever the terrors of the day of 
judgment should he exhibited, that angel would he found by his side : this 
W'iis accordiiiglv the circumstance on which, he founded the claim of Telhah. 
Of Zobair, the merit appears to have been derived from a similar source, 
the desire of securing the prophet’s regard by a very trifling instance of 
attention. On some occasion, when he had fallen asleep, some flics had 
settled on the prophet’s face, it being but seldom that a collection oj 
siseeis is secure J'rom such attacks; and Zobair was detected, when Ma- 
horiiincd awoke, in the friendly task of fanning the flies froin his counten¬ 
ance ; on whieh the name of the tutelar archangel was again introduced as 
hailing him with the assurance, that on the same aweful day, that immortal 
spun v\ould he present to avert the flames of hell from the face r<f Zobair. 
Of the same nature also were the grounds on which Omar endeavoured to 
establLsh, lastly, the prc.-emiaeuce of Abdurrathmau; for he proceeds to 
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relate, that while the prophet was, on one occasion, In the apartment of 
Ayaishali, hjs daughter Fautima, with her two children Mussun aud H6ss- 
eyne, the objects of his fondest affection, came to visit him, the latter 
crying most violently for food; moved by their sufferings, he ardently 
prayed, that a boundless sphere of happiness might be the portion 
of that person who should relieve the wants of his children. Immediately 
somebody was heard at the door, and on admission, found to be Abdurraih- 
man the son of Aouif, with a tray of victuals in his hand, which he said, 
he had provided as a treat for God’s prophet; to which the latter replied, 
that a place in paradise w'as prepared for him, and that the munificence of 
heaven would be extended to prosper him, even in this world. 

Thus consecrated by the venerable stamp of prophetic benediction, 
Omar sternly cautioned those who had presumed to imagine evil against 
the candidates whom be iiad marked for the succession, to desist, lest the 
most serious mischiefs should recoil upon themselves, lie then imposed 
his dying obligation upon Abil Telliab, to select from atrjong the Aiisaur, 
fifty of the bravest warriors; with whom, when he should have breathed 
his last, he was to post himself without delay, ns a guard over the conclave, 
or council of six, whose proceedings he was to neglect no possible exertion 
to hasten to a conclusion. I'o constrain the opposition of a rcfractoiy and 
obstinate minority, he was authorized to exercise the argument of the 
sword; and where the voices appeared to he equally divided, three against 
three, he was to declare for that side on which he fi>und the name of Ah- 
diirrailiinan. The presence ot his son Abdullah might be perhaps expedi¬ 
ent to the council, but he was not to be suffered to interfere in any way in 
their deliberations ; neither were they on any consideration to bf allowed 
to protract the election of a Khalif, more than three days after the period 
of his death. 

It only remains to mention, that after having sustained the burden of 
royalty with unblemished reputation fur the period of ten years, two months, 
and some days, Omar, in the close of Zilhudje,of the year twenty-three, took 
his departure to a state of more permanent glory. In addition to the advan¬ 
tage of an illustrious descent, which in common with the prophet, he traced 
to Kaaub the son of Laiivi, this prince, the son of Ul Khetauh and 
Khaithma, was possessed of qualifications which were sufficient to have. 


* Beginning of November, A. D. 644. 



exalted him in any rank of aociety. To hie prudence, or rather lingular A,H.XX!n* 
talent for discernmeiit, the prophet bore ample testimony, when he A* 
bestowed upon him the appellative of Faurbk auzem,* the greatdiscrimin- Roumt 
ator, between truth and falsehood; and of his other virtues, if we may be unoffl. 
permitted to form an opinion from the eulc^ium pronounced over his 
remains, by the competitor of his views on the sovereignty, the brave and 
liberal minded Ally, the memorial would also* prove abundantly dattering. 

In this he is made to affirm, that Omar was the only person, the record of 
whose actions, and whose appearance in the presence of his creator, he 
wished his own to resemble; neither could he doubt, as they were 
inseparable in this world, that he should be again united to the favorite of 
Omnipotence, and the friend of his bosom the faithful Abd Bukker, in the 
mansions of eternal bliss. Profound in the knowledge of the truths of 
revelation, he feared none but his God, whose will to obey, with him, 
surpassed all other objects, and in support of whose ordinances he disdained 
all considerations of person or party. Strictly severe in the investigation 
of truth, he was equally rigid in the detection of error; and poor as he 
proved himsrif in the perishable possessions of this world, he was 
abundantly rich in the treasure wliich he had secured' in a happier 
futurity. 

In short, apart from the lust of foreign conquest and usurpation, in 
which, unfortunately for mankind, he had too many examples to imitate, 
and to which he was, perhaps, gradually impelled by circumstances, act¬ 
ing upon an intemperate zeal to promote the imposture in which he was 
engaged ; the character assigned him, even by the historians of an adverse 
party, may in some respects justify us in considering the second successor 
of Mahommed, among those princes, who,, by an impartial distribution of 
justice, a rigid and prudent oeconomy, and an inflexible integrity in the 
application of the resources of the state, have added substantial glory, to 
the deceitful splendors wliich have been too frequently known to decorate 
the insignia of royal authority. 

* He severed from his body the head of a Mahommedan, who, in a dispute with an 
Israelite, refused to abide by tlie decision of the prophet. Vide Sales excellent translation 
of the Koran, Vol, I, page 106, in die note. 



ik.H.xxiir. 

A> !)• 644« 

Habelb 

vsai^yr. 


146 

We hare akeady observed that Omar was the first who assumed the 
title of Ameir ul Mohmenein. He was also the first who adjudged the 
punishment of eighty lashes to such as disregarded the prohibition against 
wine; and be set the ei^ample in which he was generally imitated by bis 
successors, of perambulating the streets in disguise, in order to obscive the 
temper and manners of his people. According to his request, he was 
buried in the chapel of Ayaishah by thoside of Abfi Kuhkcr. 

At the death of Omar, the following were the persons who governed 
tinder his authority in the different parts of the empire. At Mcdeinah, 
Mauffia the son of Abdullah Khozz&i. Tayef, Soffeyan the son of AbduU 
]ah TbauUefy. Baasorah.and Heirah, Abfi Mhssa Aisheuiy. K6fub, Mo. 
^hairah the son of Shaubiab. In I^g>pt, Amrfi ul Auss. At Harness, 
Amrfi the son of Sauid. Damascus, Mauweiah. In the territory on the 
liver Jordan, Amru the son of Ayeiiiah. In Yemen, Yauly the son of 
Ommeyah. Uahareyne, Othman the soq of Ul Auss. And in Oman, 
JILhoz^fah the son of Mobussen. 
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CHAP. V. 

I F the statements admitted into the preceding pages possess aoy claim to 

our attention, the empire ot the Khalifs, under the reign of Omar, may a. D.6^. 
be considered to have attained, pretty nearly, to those limits, which, in 
actual sovereignty at least, it appears to have surpassed at no period of its uwaffih 
history. From the straits of Babelihaiidel along the Red sea, through 
Egypt to the western limits of the desert of Barca, and from the latter point 
along the Mediterranean to the mouth of the Orontes, its boundaiy on two 
sides may be easily determined. And from Antioch, an irregular line 
drawn above Edessa and Nisibis, by the lake of Urmia to the Caspian, in 
the northern extremity of Mazanderaun, by the Suffeidrhd perhaps, con¬ 
tinued through the Caspian by the Kharezmian desert to the Oxus, may 
furnish some idea of its limits on that side. Another line passing from the 
Oxus in the direction of Merh, through Seiestaun, and by the mountains 
of Mekraun to the Arabian sea above cape GuadeJ, will enable us to form 
some conception of its boundary on a fourth side; and the shores of the 
Arabian sea, from the same cape to the straits of Babelmandel, will com¬ 
plete the outline of this puissant domain. 

It is, however, not intended to convey an impression, that the acquisitions 
within this vast boundary were as yet b^any means permanently secured 
The great province of Khorassaun was not finally subjugated until the reign 
of Oihman ; and many formidable insurrections in different parts of the 
Persian territory, evinced on a variety of occasions, that ^horrence of' 
foreign dominion, and regard for the religious rites of their ancestors, which 
Continued to animate the disciplesof pyrolatiry, until repeated discomfitures 
massacre and expulsion, succeeded in blending at length, with a very 
trifling exception, the vanquished with their oppressors under the united 
and powerful swAy of the Koran. 

U 2 
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A.H.XXIV, Before we proceed to the circumstances which prevailed to establish 
A. D. ()44. Othman on the throne of the Khelaufut, it may be necessary to observe, 
Rouzut that tlie friends of Ally were by no means insensible of the teiid»'ncy of 
usauili. Omar’s arrangement, to preclude him from the attainment of any views in 
the sovereign dignity which might have been formed in his favor. His 
uncle Abbas in particular, was no sooner apprized of such an arrangement 
than he advised him to oppose its execution in the very outset, by declin¬ 
ing a place among the electors; and on his expressing a strong repugnance 
to act in contravention to the dictates of the dying Khaiif, Abbas remarked 
with some bitterness, that he would then most assuredly experience in the 
result, what would not be very consonant either to his own or the wishes 
of bis adherents. However, when the principles on which the election 
was to be conducted, became more clearly understood, Ally made no diffi¬ 
culty in expressing his conviction, that he had been completely juggled out 
of his prospects, by the preponderance assigned to the vote of Abdurraih- 
roan ; since there was no reasonable ground to expect, either that he 
would decide contrary to the interests of his father in law Othman, or that 
Saud-e-Wekauss, who was the couzin german of Abdiirraihman, would 
take a part in opposition to the views of his relative. So that even allow¬ 
ing, that Telhah and Zobair were both favorable to his appointment, the 
superior weight thus attached to the voice of Abdurraihman must inevita¬ 
bly turn the balance against him. Upon this, after reminding him of the 
instaiires in which he had twice already lost the Khelaufut, by disregarding 
his admonitions, Abbas again cautioned him, as he valued his fame and 
lionoF, not to unite in the proceedings of the electors, unless they previously 
engaged their allegiance to him as the rightful Khaiif. All this however 
passed, without producing any inffhciice either on the conduct or fortunes 
of Ally. 

At all events, When they had acquitted themselves of the last solemn 
duties, in committing the remains of Omar to the grave, Mokdaud ul Ass- 
wad, probably the same person who has already claimed our attention 
under the appellative of Abft Telhah, proceeded in conformity to the 
' instructions of the deceased Khaiif, to convoke the conclave or council of 
six, who were accordingly assembled, including Ally, either in the hall of 
the treasury, or, according toothers, in the dwelling of Fautima, the sister 
of Esbauth the sou of Keyss. Here, as they seemed disposed to enter 
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intp tedious discussions in support of their respective claims, Abdur- A.HJtXlV. 
raihman thought fit to close the debate, by auggc8ting*a method which he A. D. 644. 
conceived best calculated to bring their deliberations to a speedy decision. Rouzut 
This was, that one half of the electors should transfer their power of unuffit. 
nominating individually to the other half. On which, Zobair declared, 
that fur Ins part, he resigned his concern in the affair, to the discretion of 
Ally; Telhah conferred his right of choice upon Othman ; and Saud-e- 
Wvkauss confided his interests to Abdiirraihman. The latter then imme¬ 
diately renounced the Kheiaufiit both in his own behalf and that of his 
brother Saud ; and in consequence of an act so apparently disinterested, it 
was ultimately agreed to by the whole, that they should accede without 
reserve to the nomination of Abdurraihman. 

The electors had now separated, when Abdurraihman dispatched a con¬ 
fidential person to demand from Ally, to whose authority he was disposed 
to submit, provided the choice to the Kbeiaufut did t»ot fall upon himself. 

Ally pronounced in favor of Othman. And to a similar question proposed 
to himself, Othman declared reciprocally in favor of Ally. Telhah and 
Zobair were next sent for, and to the same demand, the latter replied in 
favor of Aliy, and the former for Othman. Then turning to Saud, Abdur- 
/ailiinan requested him to state, since they had both divested themselves of 
all claim to the distinction, whom he thought most worthy of the impor¬ 
tant charge. The suffrage of Saud was given for Othman ; whence it was 
not difficult to decide, that the chance of the succession seemed pretty 
equally suspended between these two personages. In order, however, to 
deterniine his choice by every plausible expedient in his power, Abdurraih- 
man employed a near relative, on the night preceding the final adjustment, 
to conduct both Ally and Othman to his chamber, where the following 
question was separately propewed to them ; whether they would engageto 
govern in conformity to the law ofGkid, as exhibited in the Kor4n, to the 
ordinances of his prophet, and to the virtuous example set before them by 
Ab6 Uukker and Omar ? This, with a modest reserve, Aliy engined to 
do, to the extent of his abilities; but Othman, with an eagerness which < 

betrayed bis avidity for power, and a confidence which is not always the 
index to superior worlli, engaged for the ,full performance, without the 
emajlesl reserve. On which, observing that there was nothing further to 
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say, Abdurraihtnan dismissed them with an aaturance that on the following 
day his decision shoi^d be pronounced before the public. 

The ensuing day, accordingly, the fourth, as it would appear from the 
death of Omar, in a full assembly of the prophet’s companions, and theif 
clientage convened in the principal mosque of Medeinah, Abdurraihman, 
at the conclusion of morning prayer, ascended the pulpit; and demanded 
aloud of the five electors, if it was still clearly understood among them, that 
the nomination to the Khelaufut was absolutely consigned to his discretion; 
and when they had all expressed themselves in the affirmative, he added, that 
for his own part, he had neglected no means of information in his power to 
direct him in his choice, which he further declared should he governed by 
no kind of attachment to any party whatever. To proitact the deve- 
lopcment of his plot to the very verge of execution, he called upon Ally to 
approach ; but when the latter drew near, according to desire, Abdurraih- 
man suddenly held buck his hands, until he ha<l resumed his seat. 
The result, it will not be difficult to anticipate. Otiimaii now desired 
to come forward, and the question proposed to him the preceding night 
was again repeated ; to which he returned the same unqualified reply. 
Upon this Ai)durraihman, raising his eyes to the roof of the building, 
invoked the majesty of heaven to witness, that he had cast the yoke of the 
Khelaujut on the shoulders of Othman; and striking his hand upon that of 
Otliman, immediately pledged his allegiance to him ; a tiuniiitunus move¬ 
ment seemed to agitate the assembly, the multitude pressing from all sides 
of the mosque, to follow his example; but Ally, and Abbas with his son 
Abdullah, kept their seats, with the design of quitting the place without 
engaging their faith to Othman. An admonition from AbJurruihman pre¬ 
vailing however upon Ally to forego the dictates of sf'lf interest, they 
acquiesced with a good grace, and submitted to acknowledge the validity of 
the election, by giving their hands to the successful candidate. 

The transaction which elevated Othman to the throne of the Khalifs, is 
however,elsewhere related withsomefurther variation, but with this itwould 
be unnecessary to load the attention of the reader. It is even asserted by 
several writers, that the validity of the election would have been disputed 
with the sword, were it not fur the repugnance which dwelt in the bosom 
of Ally, against the efTiision of Mussulman blood. While it is otherwise 
pretended, that Abdurraihman, by the previous precaution of sounding the 
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'fncltnatiom of the chiefkof the Koraish, had discovered that opinions were A.H.XX!V.« 
gk'norali y avei ae towards Ally as a man inured to bioodshedt before he finally A. 644. 
ventured to pronounce in favor of Otliman. But, that the latter attained H^ib 
to the ohiect of his ambition through the superior address of his son in law* usseyr. 
more than through any advantage of talents or qualification which he 
otherwise possessed beyond bis rival, the circumstances altogether appear 
pretty clearly to determine. 

An act of misguided vengeance, exercised by Abdullah Omar, for a 
auspected participation in the guilt of his father’s murder, is the first occur- 
fence, which appears to have claimed the notice of the historian, after the 
accession of Olhman. The name of llormhzan has already met our 
observation under tlie preceding reign, as presiding over Khfizestaun 
when that province was attacked by the troops of Omar. Under the 
Persian monarchy, he appears to have, held his government with peculiar 
and even regal privileges, though this was not unusual with the great 
Satraps* of the empire; nor was it until the means of resistance were 
exhausted, that he submitted to the superior fortune of his invaders, by 
whom he was at last taken and conveyed to Medeinah; where, as formerly 
related, he became in a short time, either through menace or persuasion, a 
proselyte to Lssifon. In this city, on a trifling pension from the public 
treasury, he resided under the particular protection of theBenni Haushem; 
until the assassination of Omar was perpetrated by the hand of Abfi L^lfi, 

■with whom, unfortunately, and .leheinah another Christian, he had con¬ 
tracted a very intimate friendship. When the assassin had efiected his 
escape in the general confusion, out of themnsciue, be was according to the 
belief of the Shnnihs, or sect of Omar, closely pursued hy one of the Bentii 
Temeim, who put him to death, and carried the Kliunjur or Kreisse, with 
which he had woundtd theKhaUf, to Abdurraihmaii the son of Ahh Buk- 
ker. Abdurraihman delivered the fatal dagger to the son of Omar, and 
without suspecting, as it is stated, that he would be immediately carried 
away, without further examination, by the dictates of a blind revenge, 
intimated, that one day he had observed Abh Lfilfi entering the house of 
Hurtuhzan, in company with Jeheinah, bearing this same dagger in his hand. 

* Perhaps it is a lair conjecture to hazard, that this appeUation may he derived,fioni the 
Persiaa term Sbahterruf. On tkejwt the king. 
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A.H.XXIV. The circumstance was, however, no sooner communicated to him, than, 
A.D. (>44. without a moments consideration, Abdullah flew in search of HormCk^ 
Habcib Jelieinaii, both of whom he immediately sacrificed to his vengeance. 
Ukbpyr. In consequence of this rash act, the son of Omar was arrested in con¬ 
formity to the law, and consigned to the custody of Soheib the son of 
Semnaun the Greek, until the succession to the Khelaufut should be 
determined. Accordingly, when that important point had been adjusted 
he was brought before Othmaii, who proceeded to deliberate on what 
species of punishment, the claims of justice required he should inflict on 
the oflender. Ally was decidedly of opinion, that he was amenable to the 
most rigorous severity of the law of retaliation. Others of the companions 
suggested, that if such a rigorous course were adopted, they would expose 
themselves to the stigma of having one day imbrued their hands in the 
blood of the fathrr, and the next in that of the son. A third party pnifessed 
to warn the Khalif against incurring the charge of precipitation, by the 
very first measure of his government. Othinan pursued a moderate course, 
and having liquidated the fine of blood from his private purse, he caused 
Abdullah to be set at large. The latter, however,coritinuing to apprehend, 
that at some period or other, the rigor of the law might still be inflicled 
upon him, took an opportunity of withdrawing to Damascus, where he 
sought the protection of Mauwt'iah; and, as will be hert'ufter related, 
perished of his wounds, received in the cause of that successful usurper, 
in the war of Seffeyne. 

About six months after the accession of Othman, a revolt at Ilamadaun 
called his attention to the affairs of that quarter; but tlie approach of 
Moghairah the lieutenant of Kfifah, appears to have dispelled the rising 
storm without bloodshed. A similar attempt, to shake off the yoke of the 
conquerors, among the citizens of R&i, was not destined to be more suc¬ 
cessful ; they were again reduced to submission by some of the chiefs 
who served under the authority of the governor of Kfifah, whose power, 
for a long time, seems to have extended to the greater part of the conquests 
in Persia. Not long after, Othman resolved, notwithstanding, to remove 
Moghairah from his government, in order to restore it to Saud-e-Wekauss; 
a measure, which he alleged to have been bequeathed by his predecessor, 
as some atonement for the unmerited disgrace which he had been formerly 
compelled to at^udge that respectable chieftain to suffer. But when 
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Sand had continued in possession ofliJs recovered honors about twelvemonths, A.HJCXIV, 
and the people of Kufah had had an opportunity of doing justice to the A.'D. 644. 
benevolence and purity of liis character, they found that he was to be again Rousut 

removed to make room for an uterine brother of the Khalifa, ^aieid the unuffiU 
sou of Aukkebab, son of Moglieitt, whom they did not hesitate to stigma¬ 
tize as the votary of every species of vice and debauchery. This was the 
first instance in which Othman betrayed that imprudent partiality for the 
members of his own family, the foundation of those clamours and ultimate 
hostility, which produced his final destruction. And yet it is acknow- 
ledg(‘(l that the same Waleid, during a period of five years in which he 
retained the government of Khfah, conducted himself with such ability 
and attention to the happiness of the people entrusted to hiscare ; residing 
in a house, the doors of which, in order to facilitate the access of the 
aggrieved and the indigent, he had 4;aused to be taken away; as to com- 
in.iiid universal approbation ; until at the expiration of that period, repairing 
utifbrtmiately to public worship in a state of intoxication ; and proceeding 
through four prostrations, instead of two prescribed by the ritual for morn¬ 
ing prayers, the scandalous indecorum was reported to Othman ; by whom 
lu‘ was Miiincdrately recalled to Medeinah, and there condemned to suffer 
from the hand of Abdullah the son of Jauffer Tcyaur, the discipline of the ■ 
double whip. This, however, was a circumstance which did not occur 
until six years after the period under present consideration. It remains to 
notice, that the twenty-fourth of the Hidjera, from the malady which 
rage.d with great violence at Medeinah in the course of that year, has 
received from Arabian writers, the appellation of Sunneh-urriuuff, the year 
ot the dysentery. 

In the twenty-fifth of the Hidjera, AmrA the lieutenant of Egypt was ^HXXV 
engaged in the suppression of a revolt in the people of Alexandria, whom D. 645 . 
he, however, succeeded in reducing to their allegiance. The province of 
Azerhaijaun, which had also been in a state of rebellion, capitulated to 
return to Its duty, with VVah'id the governor of Kfifah, employed about 
the same period, at the head of the Khalifs aimies iu Persia. 

In the course of the same year, a > ivision of the troops of Syria, under 
Jeib the sun oi iMui>selma, was directed to proceed against the frontier of 
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A.H.XXV. the Greeks of Constantinople; while Scltnaun the son of Rebeiah, in pur- 
A.D. 646. suaiice of instructions from Othman, marched by order of Waleid with A 
Habeib detachment of the force under his command towards the same destination, 
utseyr. Before these two commanders had been, however, ab(e to form a junction, 
the former embraced an opportunity of engaging the Mirzebaun, or general 
of the frontier, one of the Greek emperor’s most distinguished officers, 
who had advanced to oppose him at the head of eighty thousand men, in 
the neighbourhood of Shumshaut,* and succeeded in obtaining a complete 
victory. The ensuing day he was joined by Selmaun, with the troops of 
KClfah ; and as the booty which had fallen into the hands of the victors was 
very considerable, their general laid claim to a pro|X>rtion, and received a 
peremptory refusal from Jeib. A dispute was the cousequcMice, in which 
both parties had recourse to their arms ; but the Syrians appearing to have 
the disadvantage in this disgraceful feud, Jeib requested that the affair 
might be peaceably arbitrated ; after considerable discussion it was at last 
agreed to appeal to the judgment of the Khaleifah. The decision was 
favorable to the claim ofSelmaun ; and the blood which fell on this occasion, 
is recorded to have been the first drawn between the people of Kufuh and 
Pamascus. 

Jeib remained with his division on the borders of the Greek emperor’s 
territories, while Selmaun conducted his troops into Armenia, whither he 
had been already preceded by continual alarms of the rapid progress of 
Mahoiiimedism; and as the hearts of all men were already half subdued by 
the impression of terror, he was according!}' victorious wherever he made 
his appearance. After glutting himself with conquest in the hither 
Armenia, Selmaun passed the Kflirr or Cyrus, and enti'tcd Shirvaun, with 
the prince of which he concluded a treaty of peace. Fromhence hedirected 
his march towards Perbund. At this period the Khaugan, or Khaun of 
the Tartars, was encamped under the Baubulabi^aubyurCaspim portse, with 
an army, if we are to credit the report of the historian, of not less than 
three hundred thousand men; and yet on intelligence that these formidable 
invaders were approaching, such was the iiiconceiveable dismay with 
which they were preceded, that he immediately retreated. I'he chiefs of 
the Tartarian steppes, or plains, were, however, not easily reconciled to such 
a resolution ; and they boldly remonstrated with their sovereign on the 
disgrace and shame of retiring before an enemy, the utmost of whose force 

* Scnusat-SaiQosata. 
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could not exceed ten thousand men* The Khaun persisted, however in AiH.XXy. 
Iiis resolution, assigning for reason, his conviction, that the Arabs were A.D. 646. 
heaven descended; that they were invulnerable, either by sword or Hi iW b 
arrow ; and that it would, therefore, be a folly to contend with them. uiM^r« 
Under such impressions he continued his flight with redoubled speed, 
followed by the Mahommedan general, who pursued without halting to 
the walls uf lialkhjird. In the fertile and delightful neighbourhood of this 
city, the Arabian army Was encamped for a considerable time; as well to 
aflorti a respite from fatigue, as to collect the spoils of the enemy. But 
while thus stationary, one of the scouts belonging to a party of Khezzez,a 
Tartar oordA, or hord inhabiting the western shore of the Caspian, employed to 
watch their motions, exploring the outskirts of the camp, came undiscovered 
upon an Arab who was bathing in the river; and, for the sake of experiment, 
let fly an arrow at him. The Arab Tell; and the Tartar striking off his 
head, conveyed it immediately to the camp of the Khaugan, at whose feet 
he laid tins convincing proof, that this heaven descended race was not 
exempted from the common lot of man. The Tartar prince resuming 
courage from the incident, determined to hazard an attack upon the inva* 
ders; against whom, he accordingly led his multitudes, and succeeded in 
giving them a total defeat; neither the general, nor any of his followers, 
escaping to describe the fatal result. 

Intelligence of this sanguinary discomfiture was received at M< deinali 
with the deepest concern ; and to prevent the mischief from extending 
itself into other quarters, orders were immediately transmitted by Othman 
to Jeib, to advance with the Syrian troops from Shumshaut into Armenia 
without delay; to maintain the possession of that province, and when oppor¬ 
tunity should occur to give battle to the enemy. In pursuance of his msiruc- 
ciions, Jeibconducted his army by the route of Derbtimi of i he Benni Zouaurah 
against the cityof Khelaui, the castle ofwhich he carried by storm; the whole 
of the infidel garrison being put lo the sword, and the women and children 
reduced to slavery. Upon this return of success, he directed his march 
towards the cities ofMCitammer, of which, he had already by letter sum¬ 
moned the chiefs to submit to the authority of Isslam. In consequence of 
this, a deputation of the nobles of the country repaired to the camp of 

X2 
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A.H.XXV. JfiH, and by a present of eighty thousand dirhems,* appear to have prevailed 
A. IX upon him to cuter into some species of treaty with them. However, while 
Mabcib be was engaged in extending the intlueiiee of Issiam, by all the expeduMits 
usseyr. he coiild devise, he was suddenly superseded liy Klioz/eifali the son of 
Mohussen, who presented him with the letters of Olhmau depriving him 
of his command. Jeib submissively acquiesced, and returned into Syria. 
Khozzeifah continued at the head of aft’iirs in that quarter for about twelve 
months, when he appears to have voluntarily withdrawn to his province of 
Oman, leaving the command to Moghairah. This latter was, however, 
permitted to retain hisauthority but fora very short period, being removed 
by Otliii[ian to make room for Eshanth the son of Keyss, in whose hands 
the government of Persia and Azerbaijaun now continued to the conclusion 
of this reign. 

A XXVr territory of Kauzeri^n and the white fort, lying betwixt Istakhar 

A. i) ti47' Persian gulph, appear to have held out until the twenty-sixth of 

the llidjerah, when they were both reduced by Othman the son of Abi ul 
Auss. The same year was also distinguished by a formidable expedition 
into Western Africa.'l' The Khalif had considered it exp<*dient about this 
period to introduce a change in the system which had hitherto prevailed 
in the government of Egypt; by separating the department of the revenue, 
which he now assigned exclusively toObeidiillah or Abdnilnh theson ofSaud, 
son of Abi Sftrudje, from that of the army which remained with Amr&, 
whose authority became hence forward intirely restricted to the military 
controul. This was, however, an arrangement which did not by any means 
coincide with the views of Ainrh, who, by long possession, had been pro¬ 
bably accustomed to consider himself as almost independently established 
in his government. Shortly afterwards, the troops in Egvpt having been 
augmented by considerable reinforcements under Abdullah Raiiffia, the 
generals in that province were directed by Othman to proceed to the final 
reduction of Africa; and ultimately of AndalAss, or Spain, so called by the 
orientals from the southern part of that peninsula. Rut as some obstacles 
appear to have opposed the immediate prosecution of the enterprise, princi¬ 
pally from the contentious and refractory spirit, with which, in reseiitmentr 
for the introduction of that plan, by which he had been deprived of the 
most lucrative portion of his authority, AnirA contrived to embarrass the 

• About 1,833/. &. 8rf. t Mcghreb. 
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proceedings of his collegue, it was suspended until these obstacles could A.H.XXTI* 
be removed. Proofs, however, were not long wanting, that the discontent A.D. Uz. 
of Ainrdk was not to be restrained from breaking out by any considerations ""iiabd^ 
of public duty ; and complaints of the embarrassments which he continued usa^r. 
to experience from his conduct, being transmitted toOrhman by Obeidul- 
lah hand, he was ultimately suspended from the command of the army, 
which was now added to the powers already enjoyed by his obnoxious rival. 

In consequence ot his degradation, Amrh repaired to Medeinah equally 
mortified and aggrieved ; and entering into an immediate and intimate 
correspondence withSaud-eWckauss, cordially united with him in aspers« 
ing, and bringing contempt on the administration of Othman. Hut as a 
public and mure determined proof, that all the ties of friendship between 
them were forever dissolved, Ainrft proceeded to divorce his wife, for no 
other alleged reason than because she was the maternal sister of Othman. 

In the mean time, the army destined for the African expedition became 
every day more formidable by the reinforcements which were continually 
arriving from Medeinah ; and among other noble persons who hastened to 
take a share in tlie enterprise on this occasion, are found the respectable 
names of Abdullah the son of Abbas, Ahilullah the son of Omar, and 
Abdullah the son of Zobair. Obcidullah Sand, the lieutenant of Egypt, 
with an array thus powerfully augmented, and no longer embarrassed by 
the iiitrijriies of Amrii. immediately advanced into the African territory. 

In the neighbourhf)od of the city of Sliebeitlah, or Sufetula, he was opposed 
by .lerjeir or Gregory, the lieutenant of the Greek emperor Constantine 
the son lleraelius, at the head of one hundred and twenty thousand men. 

Over these, after a series of hostilities, for the period of forty days in which. , 

sm-cess was dubious, he at last obtained a complete victory, through the 
signal valour and addrt'ss of Abdullah Zobair, who killed the Greek 
gcMieral Gregory, with his own hand. Obeidullah Saud then led his troops 
against Slielxntlah, wliieli submitted after a short resistance, rewarding the 
victorious invaders with a booty, which gave to every private horseman a 
sluirc of tlii«-e thousand dinaurs,* and one thousand dinaurs to every foot 
soldier in the army. 

Discouraged by these defeats, the Africans appear to have relinquished 
all idea of further resistance; and Obeidullah consented to give them a 
* At the lowest computation about lj375/. 0 *. Orf. 
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A.H.XXVI. precnrrous ppare, Tor the almost incredible sum (If of gold) of two miHioB 
A. D. (>47. iive hundred thousand diuaurs.* As a reward for his singular prowess in 
” Haijcib course of the campaign, the daughter of the Greek general was given 
vsseyr. to the destroyer of her father, Abdullah Zobair, who was at the same time 
dispatpheci to Medeinah by the son of Abi Sftrudje, in charge of the fifth 
of (he spoils of Shebeitiah, and of the other con(|nered cities of Africa. 
These spods were afterwards disposed of, by the Klialif, to Merwaun the 
eon of Ul Hukkura, whase ascendancy over the the miiid of* Othn>an was 
now begining to discover its effects, for tlie sum of five hundred thousand 
dinaurs.-j’ On the satne occasion, Mcrwauti received from his master a 
gratuitous donation of one liunclred ihonsand (liiMnrs:+ nil which did not 
fail to operate on the clarnorons and diseonfenred spmt which already pre¬ 
vailed among the citixens of Medeinah. Oheidnllnh Sand continued in 
the African territory for about fifteen months; a^ tite close of which, he 
returned into Egypt, leaving the administration of Ins recent conquests, to 
Abdullah the son of liauffia, son of Abdulkeyss. 

In the twenty-seventh of the Hidjera, tins same Abdullah Rauffia is 

A H XXVII 

A I'l * Stated to have passed over into Spain the southern part of which he is said 
to have subjugated to the autliority of the Mahoiniii(>daiis. Of this impor¬ 
tant event, our author furnishes no other particulars, than (hat thi' govern¬ 
ment of Andalusia was on this occasion consigned to Abdullah Nanffia the 
fion of Ul Hfisseyne, and that it was the first enterprise undertaken on 
the part of the Arabs against Western Europe, that appears recorded in the 
annals of Isslam. 


XXVIII following, according to the testimony of the majority of 

A D. 64y. * historians, Mauweiah thelieutenantof Syria,equipped a powerful armament 
against the islands of Cyprus and Rhodes, (Zedus) both of which, he 
reduced to submission. Exclueive of the booty acquired on this expedition* 
to an immense amount, they have not forgotten to mention, eight thousand 
beautiful captives, of both sexes, condemned, on this occasion, to what 
must have been considered the most dreadful of all misfortunes, Mahom- 


medan slavery. 

Abfi Mu*«sa Aistiaury had hitherto continned to administer the govern¬ 
ment of Bassorah for many years, in a manner to secure the approbation 


• About 1,145,833/. &. 8J. 
t At the lowest SS9tl6d/t 13«. 4/. 
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•f the inhabitants; but either the love of change, or some occasion of A.H.XXIX} 
discontent having induced them to complain against him, during the A. D. 6M. 
tweiity-niiith of the Hidjera, the Khalif embraced the opportunity of |ja/beib 
indulging his pred>iininant failing, by transferring that government from uiseyr. 
Abh Mhssa, to the son of his maternal uncle, Abdullah the son of Aamer 
Ghoreizab. 

In the close of the same year, certain deviations from the practice of his Rovzat 
predecessors, in conducting the ceremoniesof the pilgrimage, atMekkah and imuffA.' 

the vicinity, contributed to extend more widely tlie discontents already 
prevailing against the government of Otbman ; involving him in a contro-. 
versy with his couzin Abdurraihman, the principal instrument of his 
elevation, who did not fail to remonstrate with him on the imprudence of 
his conduct. What appears rather extraordinary, unless considered as a 
departure from that simplicity of manners which distinguished his coun¬ 
trymen, the provi^'ion which he made for the entertainment of the pilgrims 
on this occasion, under a spacious tent expanded in the valley ofMoinafot 
the purpose, was perverted by the Assaubs or companions of the prophet, 
into an additional ground of censure aikl dissatisfaction. On his return to 
Medeinali, an incident also occurred, which might have operated on 
superstitious minds to produce a presage unfavorable to the permanence of 
his reign. In superintending some workmen whom he had employed to 
sink a well, about two miles fromthe city, the prophet’s seal, which the 
Khalif wore on his finger, and which had hitherto securely passed from 
hajid to hand through bis predecessors, to his great mortification, dropped 
into the well; and, notwithstanding the most diligent search, could never 
afterwards be recovered. 

The thirtieth year of the Hidjera, appears to have been distinguished ^ 
by a formidable insurrection at Istakhar, in which, the governor, Obeidullah a. i) 
Mukiimmer, fell a sacrifice to the fury of the insurgents. On this (Kicasion " 

tlic fugitive Yezdejird hastened for the last time, to put himself at the ussuffk 
bead of his subjects, with the remnant of troops and f.iithful followers, and 
wliftse att.ichment to his fortunes, no extremity of distress or danger, had Habeib 
hitherto h en sufficient to destroy. In the neighbourhood of that ancient 
capital ot the empire, he was again defeated, with great loss, by Abdullah 
the siiiiot Omar, m conjunction with Othman the son of Abi ul Auss; or,, 
according to others, by baud the sou ol Ui Auss, whom the Khalif employed 
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tQ suppress tlic revolt, nnd restore his insulted authority. Yezdejird 
escaped, hcjwever, once more, into Khorassaun; and this may perhaps have 
determined the views of the Mahommedans more seriously towards the 
final subjugation of that powerful and extensive j»roviiice; in which,although 
their incursions had on a former occasion hren carried to the banks of the 
Oxiis, they had hitherto estahlislied no pernMiient possession. In that 
direction Abdullah Omar appears for a short time to have pursued the van¬ 
quished prince; but having made himself master of Daurnljuz, Darabjcrd 
perhaps, and .lour, he returned to besiege Jsrakhar; the citadel of which, he 
ultimately carried by assault, putting to tlie sword great numbers of the 
ancient Persian nobility, who had S(»ught a temp<»rary and precarious asylum 
witliin the walls of that fortress. Abdullah now received orders from Oth- 
inan to return, and leave the management of affairs in Parss, m the hands 
of Kalirem the son of Hahan, of ihe tribe of Obed, and two other chieftains 
whose names it wouhl be unnecessary to repeat. 

Among the events of this year, we are led to include an expedition into 
Jfirjaun,* which took place about this period, under Saud or Sauid the son 
of Ul Auss, accompanied by Abdullah Abbas, Abdullah the son of Omar, 
Abdullah the son of Zohair, already so distinguished by his exploits in 
Africa; Abdullah the son of Amrh and Khozzeifah ul Yemaiini, with others 
of the most illustrious names, that had hitheito distinguished the records of 
Is8l4m. According to some authorities, the youthful Imauins, liussun and 
Hfisseyne, served their maiden campaign on this occasion. 'I'he enterprise 
appears to have terminated in the submission of the metropolis, which, 
together with the province, may have borne in common the name of .lur- 
jaun, and was allowed to purchase peace, by a contribution of two hund¬ 
red thousand dmaiirs.j’ 

In the midst of some contrariety of date and statemeuts, we are perhaps 
best supported in placing the death of Yezdejird, and the finai rerhictioii of 
Khorassauii, under the thirty-first of tiie tlidjera. it already appears, that 
this unhappy monarch, on Ins recent defeat near Istakhar, had directed 
his flight to that quarter, whither the ambition of Abdullah Aamer the 
governor of Kassorah, was now further stimulated by the importunities of 
£linif the son of Keyss, to pursue him ; and secure to hiuiseit the glory of 

* To the south east of the Caspian. f At the lowest pi,0'66/. ISf. id. 
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ttddihg so largely to the possessions of Tsslim, by the conquest of this noble A.H.XXXb 
l)rovince; which, he accordingly solicited, and obtained the permission of A. D. 651, 
Othman, to undertake. In the prosecution of the enterprize, his march Habeib 
appears to have led him through Parss, to the borders of Kennaun, which usseyc 
latter province he found in a state of rebellion; this was, however, quelled, 
without much apparent di/Bculty, by a detachment of one thousand home, 
under Mhjaushia the son of Mhssaood, whom he employed on that service. 

Kebbeiali the son of Zeiaud, of the tribe of LJ4reth, being then dispatched 
to secure the obedience of Seiestaun, Abdullah, with the main body of his 
army, the advanced guard of which he had placed under the immediate 
direction ol' Khnif the son of Keyss, proceeded through the desert which 
appears on that side to cover the approach towards Khoi'assauii. Having 
compelled the city of Tabass to surrender on rapitiilat'oii, he entered the 
Kohestauii; from the sturdy inhabitants of which mountainous region, he 
appi'ars to have met with the only material resistineo, on his progress 
towards Neyshapur, which he found the natives of ihc surrounding terri¬ 
tory had made every preparation to defend again$i, him. 

When he last withdrew into Khorassaun, in the abundant population 
and resources ol which, as it ih'-n stood, he might' l.avc ‘'altered 

himself with sonic hope of a suspension to the crisis of his fate, 
and to the departing glories of his house, the unhappy Yezdejird, 
with that faithful band of noble relatives, and others who continued to 
share his destiny, was received into the city of Merh : but the period 
wa*s now arrived, which an over-ruling providence had marked for the final 
dissolution of the power of the Oeiini Sassan. The conduct of their unfor¬ 
tunate monarch began liow to exhibit to his followers those marks of 
asperity and impatience, which an unmerited succession of evils may be 
su|)pos(^d capable of producing, sometimes, oven on the firmest minds. 

Provoked by some harsh expressions dropped at a moment of irritability, 

Mahfiiah the prince or satrap of Merh, resolved, in a fit of blind resent< 
mciit, to betray the interests of his sovereign ; and immediately entered Into 
a correspondence with the Khaugan of Transoxiana for the purpose of 
putting him in possession of the country entrusted to his charge. The 
Tartar prince, to whom he w'as already allied by a maniage with his daugh¬ 
ter, acceded with little hesitation to tbe proposals of his sou in luw; and 
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A.H.XXXI. crossing the Jeyhuii at the head of his troops, appeared, as had been pre« 
A. D. ()5i. viousiy concerted, under cover of the night, under the walls of Meru ; the 
Habeib gates of which were thrown open by the traitor at his approach. Thus 
assailed by a danger equally sudden aitd unexpected, and alarmed perhaps 
at the fearful prospect of domestic treason, Yezdejird precipitately fled the 
town ; and having proceeded to the distance of about two farsangs, oi) 
foot and unattended, he ventured to approach a water mill, from the 
solitary inhabitant of which, he implored an asylum for the remainder of 
the night. The miller stipulating for the paltry sum of four dirhems,* of 
which he said he stood in want to satisfy the demand of .a rigid landlord, 
the illustrious fugitive consigned to his possession his sword and royal cestus, 
estimated at the .ggre gate revenue of an empire. Awakened by the con¬ 
templation of these precious pledges, a detestable spirit of avarice deter¬ 
mined this savage monster to embriie his hands in the blood of his 
sleeping guest; in order to render himself also master of the rich and splen¬ 
did apparel in which he saw him arrayed ; and having carried his atrocious 
design into execution, he cast the lifeless body into the river. In the 
mean time, the people of Meru, unappnsed of the treacherous plans of their 
governor, having risen arms to oppose the entrance of the Khaugan, 
atiaCKed him on all sides with such determined and unexpected resoluiioib 
that he found it expedient to withdraw with considerable precipitation, 
through the neighbouring desert tow^ards the .leylihri, which he hastened 
to recross, on his return to his capital of Uokhikra. The I’crsians now 
coiiinienccd a search, in order to discover the retreat of their sovereign, 
whose body, stripped of its apparel, they found in the stream into which 
it had been thrown ; and the splendid appurtenances of departed royalty in 
the hands of the miller, suflicieiitly proclaimed the author of the detestable 
and atrocious parricide, whom they sacrificed to their just and immediate 
vengeance. Mahuiah is said, for a season, to have escaped the piiiiishment 
due to his crimes ; and, however inconsistently, to have been the person 
by whom the remains of Yezdejird were ultimately conveyed to Istakhar, 
to be deposited in the sepulchre of the Persian moiiarchs Peidflssy, 
however, by whom, in the last pages of the Shahnainah, the fate of Yezde¬ 
jird is described, with all the circumstances of poetical detail, and with 

* About oneubilling and ten-pence. 
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fome variation in point Of fact, informs us, that Mah&iab was not suffered AJI.XXXr4 
long to survive his betrayed and murdered sovereign ; that he was delivered A. D. 651. 
up to Puzshen the prince of Samarkand, and by him condemned to a Habcib 
paintui and lingering death; his hands and feet being first successively uss^c 
amputated, and his carcase finally thrust into a bag of burning sand. 

After sustaining a siege of four months, the city of Neyshapfir submitted 
at length to the authority of Abdullah Aumer, who found himself thus at 
liberty to poisecutc his designs against the province at large. The lieu* 
tenant of rfisse, or Tooss, hud already joined his standard, while engaged 
in the siege of Neyshapur, which, as an encouragemeut to similar instances 
of early submission, was placed under his government. Ehnif the son of 
Keyss, whose previous knowledge of the country must have qualified him 
to hold a conspicuous share in the undertaking, was employed to make 
himself master (»f Herat; while oilii*r commanders proceeded in diiTorent 
dirt'Clions, in order to hasten the subjugation of those places, which might 
still coiiiinuc disposed to assert the rights of the ancient establishment. 

The governois of Ahiwerd, Nissa, and Sirkhess, were among the first who 
yielded to the authority of the invaders; and the Mirzebaun and inhabitants 
of Herat, were received to the degrading condition of tributaries on the 
prompt payment of one million of dirhems.* It is further stated, in this 
place, that a negociatioii was opened at the same period with Abdullah 
Aumer, by Malifiiah the governor of Merfi, which concluded in an engage* 
meiit to furnish on the spot, a contribution of tw'o million two hundred 
thousand dirhems,and an annual tribute for the future, of six hundred 
thousand dirhems.^ In all probability ho formed the expectation of 
rcestahlishing, on the basis of a treaty with the Arabs, that authority which 
he had forfeited by the attempt to betray his government to the Tartars; 
otherwise, this is a circumstance not recnnciieable with the preceding part 
of the narration. Shortly afterwards the son of Keyss, by the reduction of 
Bulkh, Tokhar<‘Staun an i Talekaun, succeeded in planting the standards of 
Isslum on the banks of the Oxus, from whence they have never been 
withdrawn. 

Conceiving the conquest of Khorassaun as now completed, Abdullah 
Aumer became desirous of displaying the trophies of his good fortune in 

* About 22,9167. I3s. 4J. t About 50,416/. 15«. 4^. t About 13,7501. 
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A.H.XXXf. the bosom of his native conntry; ronsigning therefore the management 

A. of the ri*crrit acquisilions Ut Keyss the sou of ilcithum, (or, as he is else* 

Halmb where deiioniiiiated, the sou of Sulloh) and Klialed the son of Al>dullah, 

usscyr roiiiiiiuiiig liie military command, however, in thnif the son of Keyss, 

and rehirned without further delibrM'atioa into llejauz. llis reception 

Itnu/iit Olhmau was not such as to iuslify this obvious derelection of 

iibbufla. , . . . 

duty, in aliandoiiing, for the gratification of a childish vanity, so remote 

a frontier of the empire to the hazard of contingencies, against which he 

could no longi'F prcti’tid to provide. lie was, notwithstanding, continued 

in the government of Rassorah, and from thence Hiiflfered to exercise by 

deputation his authority over the province of Rhorassaun. 

If we are to credit the testimony of the Persian historians, the year 
thirty-one produced events eminently disastrous, and ultimately fatal to 
one of the Greek emperors of Constantinople, to whom they have assigned 
the name of Constantine the son of ] leraclins. An armainent of five him. 
dred vessels had been equipped fiy this prince, to make an effort for the 
recovery of Alexandria, and the fertile territory of the Nile; but being 
attacked by the Mahommedan fleet of forty sail, under the command of 
Abdullah llebbeiah, it w-as defeated with groat loss, near a station called 
Zinit ussowaiir. Aceoidiiig to one of the Knfite writers, the emperor was 
picseiit in this naval conflict, and escaped with infinite difhciilty and hazard 
to his capital; and the force by which the attempt was rendered so rom- 
pletely abortive, appears to Iiave been fititnl out in conrert, by Mauweiah, 
and Obeidullah the son of Sand the lieutenant of Ecrypt. It was on this 
occasion, that in consequence of the reproachful and irreverent terms, in 
which, in the course of a dispute with himself, they presumed to speak of 
Othnian, Mahoinmed the son of Abu Uukker, and Mahommed the son of 
Ahi Khozzeifnh, were both contemptuously dismissed from his siiip, and 
probably from his fleet, by Obeidullah Saud. 

On returning to Constantinople, the Greek emperor determined at all 
hazards to renew his attempt for the recovery of Egypt; and redoubling hi? 
exertions, had assembled in the harbour of his capital a fleet of twelve hun¬ 
dred sail, on board of which he was already embarked, when a violent gale 
afforded, to some of his generals an argument to dissuade him from the 
prosecution of an enterprize, which the very elements seemed determined 
to oppose. Nothing, however, could prevail upon this prince to abandon 
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his resolution, and he accordingly set sail in spite of every remonstrance. 
Th.* issue is represented to have been fatal to him. The greater part of 
his fillet was either dispersed or destroyed at sea, and tin* ship in which the 
emperor had embarked, was driven for shelter to tme of the ports in the 
island of Sekleilah, or Sieulia. The islanders received him at first with all 
that respect and zeal which was due to the person of their sovereign ; but, 
when tiu'y were made to understand, that an obstinate disregard to the 
counsels of his ministers, had terminated in conseqneuces so destructive 
to his subjects, they were easily led to form a conspiracy against his life. 
Whil(‘ he was engaged in his bath, a party of the conspirators embraced an 
0 ))p()rtunity of assailing this unfortunate prince; and reproaching him in 
bitter terms with tiie inauspicious complexion of his government, and above 
all, with the inconsiderate levity w'ith which he had sported wdth the lives 
of his people, they cut him to pieces with their swords; after wliich they 
raised another Constantine to the throne of the empire, in this relation, 
under a considerable variation »)f eirciimstances, it is not very difiicult to 
recognize the fate of the emperor Constans the son of Constantine the 
third, and grandson of lleracliiis, who perished by domestic treachery in a 
balli at Syracuse, as described by the eloquent pen of Mr. Cibbon. 

Among the deaths of this year,,we are induced to notice those of llukkem 
the. son of Abi ul Auss, the uncle of Othman, and father of his two favor¬ 
ites, Merwaun and llareth ; and Abu Sofl’eyan the father of Mauweiah ; 
the latter had survived to the age of eighty-eight. 

In the thirty-second of the Hidjera, a revolution in Khorassaun was 
attempted bv a chiettain of the name of Karin, a principal commander, and 
one of the last remaining pillars of the fabric of the Persian monarchy. 
The city of NeyshapCkr tvas abandoned to the insurgents, by Keyss the son 
of Hoithem, who hastened towards l3assorah for assistance. The insur¬ 
rection was, however, suppressed in his absence, by the gallantry and good 
conduct of Abdullah llazem; the chief of the insurgents, with a multitude 
of his followers, having perished in a battle, by w’hich the contest was 
decided. The fifth of the spoil was transmitted by the successful commander 
to his principal, Abdullah Aumer the lieutenant of fiassorah ; whom we 
must always endeavour to distinguish from the son of the Khalif Omar,, 
who bore (he same name. In consideration of his meritorious conduct on 
thiif occasion, the undivided government of Khorassaun was now conferred 


A.H.XXXI. 
A. D. 652. 

Habeib 

usseyr 

and 

Rouzut 

ussufiH, 


A.H.XXXI. 

A. D. 652. 

Habeib 

usbcyr. 



166 

A.H.XXXII. tipon Abdullah Hazem.by the justice of Othman; Ehnif the son of Reyss, 
A.D. 652. ht ing in ail probability, at this period, employed in the reduction of Kha- 
rezin, which is stated by most writers, to have submitted to that commander 
asseyr. in the course of the year thirty-two. Among the events of the same year, 
may be noticed the death of the respectable Abbas, the son of AbdulmCit- 
Icb, at the age of eighty-six ; of Alidurrailiman the son of Ouff, W'ho had 
so signally contributed to the elevation of Othman; and of Abfi Zerr, a 
noted chief of tlie Ih'iini Uhod'anr, who, tor his intemperate zeal, and the 
frcetlom of his remonslritiices, fust with Mauweiah, and then with Orhinaiij 
had been sent to coneiude his da} s iii exile, in the desert about two days 
jonriiev from Medeinali. 

A H XXXIII (d‘pers«)iial vioh nce tov/ards Malok Ashtnr the Xiidjt file, exercised 

A.D. OU. ow » certain public occasion, hy Saud the son of L’l Aiiss ihe governor of 
KAfah, proved further instrumental in exciting and aggravating that spirit 
of discontent against Otiinian and his ministry, wlindi at this period too 
generally prevailed throughout the empire. T he citizens of K^ifah, in con¬ 
sequence of the indignity thus publicly oflered to one of their principal 
favorites, were very easily impelled to unite with him, not only in bring¬ 
ing contempt upon the administration of Sand, but on that of their common 
sovereign, whose name and character, they did not forbear to stigmatize at 
their cabals. This came to the knowledge of Sand, and an oflicer, on his 
part, was employed one evening to expostulate with them on their sediti¬ 
ous proceedings, and to disperse them : which had no other effect, than 
that of drawing upon the person thus employed, a very severe chastizenient 
for his intrusion ; and affording to Saud an ample subject of complaint, 
which, in consequence of so flagrant an insult to his authority, he imme- 
cliately dispatched to Medcinah. The instructions of Othman to his lieu¬ 
tenant were, to remove Malek Ashtur, and his obnoxious associates, by 
force, if it was found expedient, into Syria, where their conduct would be 
properly watched by the vigilance of Mauweiah. 

Thither they were accordingly conveyed; but whatever other result might 
have been proposed by this measure, the refractory spirit of these haughty 
chieftains was not likely to be conciliated, by exposing them to the odious 
authority of Mauweiah, In a very short time, however, the latter announced 
to the Khalif, that the turbulence of these men, together with the inces¬ 
sant disputes, in which they engaged him, had rendered his existence 
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miserable; in the mean time, it did not become him, to dictate the mannef A.H.XXXI1I. 
in which, in his judgment, their conduct deserved to be treated. In reply, A. D. 653. 
the Khal if directed him to transfer his troublesome charge to Abdurraihman Habeib 
the son of the celebrated Khaled, at this time governor of Harness; in the uss^r. 
expectation that the intractable spirit of the malcontents would be at last 
subdued, by the equally inflexible temper, and harshness of manners, which 
this commander appears to have inherited from his father. Mauweiab, 
glad to be relieved of their presence in any way, very readily dismissed 
thorn for Harness, where they found themselves interdicted from appearing 
before the governor, until the expiration of two months; during which, 
Abdurraihman had solicited, and obtained the Khalifs authority, to use 
thorn at full discretion. At a later period, such an intimation from the 
sovereign would have been decisive of their fate; but setting aside the 
danger of revolt, which would probably have been hastened by the assassi* 
nation of so many distinguished citizens, it would appear that the disciples 
of Isslain had not yet attained to that hardihood in iniquity, evinced by so 
many examples in their subsequent history. Abdurraihman, therefore, 
contented himself, by inflicting upon them every mark of contempt and 
indignity, of which, in his public station, he possessed so many opportuni¬ 
ties of availing himself. So that, wearied out by incessant proofs of insult 
and degradation, they were at length happy to procure permission on any 
tei'iiis, and perhaps, by any concession, to leave the scene of their multiplied 
indignities, and return to Kufah; w ith the exception of Malek Ashtur, who 
continued, at all hazards, to reside at Harness. 

Ill the thirty-fourth of the Hirijera, the presence of Saud being required A.H.XXXIVi* 
to attend the orders of his sovereign at Medeinah, an opportunity was A. D. 654. 
afforded to the refractory citizens of Kufah, to unfold the design which had 
probably been some time in agitation, of cancelling their allegiance toOth- 
niaii. 'i'iiis design was, however, for the present, counteracted by the 
exertions of the party which continued attached to Saud, and which sug- 
ge>ted the more prudent and mixlerate course, of appealing to the justice 
of Othmaii, for the removal of their obnoxious governor; rather than pro- 
ceerl to those unwarrantable extremities, which so wantonly, and immedi¬ 
ately appeal! d to set his authority at defiance. Zieid the son of Keyss, who 
appears to have been at the head of the conspiracy, perceiving that his 
views were thus frustrated) with the concurrence of fiis brother Saube^ 
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A.H.XXXIV, determlnctl to call in the aid of IMalck Ashtur, in whose courage and 
A. 1). ()54. abilities, the party seem on all occasions to liave reposed the utmost confi. 
Halidb dence, for the accomplishment of their plans. iVlalek Ashtur was very 
““cy* easily prevailed upon to resume his place at the head of the malcontents ; 
and, in a conference with the citizens on his return toKufah, at which, by 
an assurance, that the sole object of Sand’s visit to Medeinali, was to mis¬ 
represent their conduct, and a second time procure their expulsion from 
their country, he is said to have deceived them into an engagement, to 
unite with him in opposing the reentrance of the uovenior, when he should 
present himself in the iieighhourhood, on his return from Medeinah. In 
the mean time, information being received, that Sand was already arrived 
witliiii a short distance from the town, Malck caused it to be proclaimed 
in the dilTereiit quariers, that ail those who were desirous of assisting him 
to prevent the return of that coinmamler, should immediately leave the 
city. A multitude of every description of the inhabitants accordingly 
assembled without the walls, and proceeded in the train of Malek Ashlur* 
to intercept the return of Sand. Alarmed at the appearance of siicli a 
multitude, the latter, whose retinue consisted of no more than ten of his 
domestics, was piTsiiaded without much dirticulty, to dispatch a messenger 
to Medeinah with the recommendation, that some person might he imme¬ 
diately appointed to supersede him in the government ; iiitiiiratiiig at the 
same time to the Kiialif, at the suggestion of Malek Ashtur, that if he was 
solicitous of retaining the Kufites m their allegiance, it W(»iild he advisable 
to accede to the wishes of that people, by confiding their destiny to Aim 
MAssa the Aisliauritc. Accordingly, when Saud had retraced his steps to 
Medeinah, and had described to Othman the scene ui which he was com¬ 
pelled to be a witness, the Khalif thought it prudent to make a virtue of 
necessity; Abh MCissa was appointed to the goveriiinent of Kufdi, where 
he was soon afterwards received with every testimony of esteem alld 
veneration; and these seditious proceedings were for a short time appeased. 

If, how'cver, the Veport of the prevailing party is in any respect entitled 
, to belief, the vices and malversations of Othman’s unworthy favorites, and 

of the delegates of his authority in general, had, at last, rendered the 
government of their sovereign so completely unpopular, that the remainder 
of his reign presents little else, to the attention of the annalist, than a 
repetition of the same factious and tumultuary scenes; of which it will be 
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%ur endeavour to describe tbe progress, in as small a compass as possible, A.H.XXXIV, 
* consistently with the design of these pages. A. D. 654^ 

Some time previous to the period under consideration, a Jew oFSftna, of TSbeib" 
great reputed learning, of the name of then ussoudan, but more generally usscyri 
known to the Persian writers by that of Abdullah Seya, or Sebba, repaired 
to Medeinah, and, with the expectation of honorable and distinguished 
treatment from Othman, embraced the tenets of the Kordn. But finding 
on experience, that his ambitious hopes were not likely to be realized to 
the extent with which he had flattered himself, he cultivated the society 
of those discontented chiefs, of whom, even at Medeinah, the number was 
very considerable, and ultimately united with them in calumniating and 
bringing contempt upon the character of the chief of the believers. This 
behaviour in the apostate Israelite being reported to Othman, he conceived 
that with him, at h'ast, there was no occasion to temporize, and he was 
accordingly, without much ceremony, expelled from Medeinah. Well 
"Isiiowing timt the province of Kgypt abounded with enemies to the KhaliPs 
government, Lben ussoudan proceeded to that quarter; and having deceived 
the people by an si))])carance of superior wisdom and sanctity, took an 
Ojiportunily of disseminating among them the heresy of the Rudjaaf^ or 
second coming of the prophet; founding his system on the general belief 
of the Christians, in the expected return of their Redeemer to judge the 
world ; affirming, at the same time, in conformity to that pre-eminence 
which is arrogated by Mahominedans in favor of the author of their reli¬ 
gion, it must be understood, that to him also would be assigned the prece- 
<lencc on this last awefui occasion ; and impiously appealing, in support of 
his doctrine, to the express declaration of Omnipotence in the sacred 
scriptures. Of the influence, which lie thus contrived to establish, betook 
advantage, to implant in the minds of the Egyptians a confirmed aversion 
to t'lie government of Otiimaii, and to that of his lieutenant Abdullah, or 
Obeidullah as he is more frequently denominated, the son of SaudSftrrudje, 
with whom they were already sufficiently disgusted. He employed, 
moreover, every opportunity to persuade them of the superior claims of * 

Ally, and of the violation which he had suffered in his just rights, when 
precluded from the succession. Seduced and inflamed by these and 
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.^.H.XXXIV. hiniilar practices, the Egyptian Mahommeilans entered into immediate 
A. correspondence with the malcontents of Ktjfah and liassorah, tlie object of 

JlalH;ili which, to subvert the authority of Utliinan, they no longer atlected to 
iis-btyr. disguise. 

'J'he government of that prince had indeed become now so extensively 
odious, that a concussion or explosion of some kind or other was, perhaps, 
naturally expected to be at hand. His conduct already referred to, in 
disposing of the principal employments of the empire among los relatives, 
most of whom, so fur from being distinguished by any liberal (pialitieatioiis, 
or benevolence (jf heart, hud rendered themselves, by their iiirogaiice and 
oppressive exactions, the, objects of universal detestation ; his removal or 
supt'i'scssioii of several of the most eminent of the prophet’s companions, 
in order to provide for his favorites; his recalling Imm banishment, oi 
JInkkem the son of .Abi ul Anss, and Ins two sons, Merwanii and llan lh, 
upon whom, not contented with admitting them to the closest alliance 
with his family, he lavished the wealth of the public treasury; eonferring- 
upon Merwaiin in particular, the highest dignity of the state, that of Vez- 
zeir, or prime minister ; and in eoiitinmng to employ the sons ofOtiimeyah, 
in defiance oi the reiterated complaints of tyranny, oppression and violence, 
brought against them by bis injured subjects ; all tliesc together Coiuprizefl 
a sum of grievances, wbieli seem to have ])repared men m general to look 
to the period of liis degradation, without much concern, if not with total, 
indiirt'reiice. 

Anotiicr circumstance, by which he considerably aggravated the discon¬ 
tents which were generally operating to his disadvantage, was the following, 
111 consequence of the multiplied vaiiations which had crept into the 
readings of the Koran, Othnian had caused all the diHerent copies w'liicli 
could be found, to be collected together and burnt; excepting one, w hich 
alone, sanctioned by bis own authority, he directed all believers to receive, 
as the only genuine transcript of the pretended revelations of their prophet. 
Lastly, the resentment of the Benni Ghoifaur was never appeased for his 
conduct towards Abu Zerr, whom as they alleged, he had driven into exile, 
on the malignant suggestions of Mauweiah; his treatment of Aumar Vans- 
ser was equally resented by the Benni Mekhzftm, and his neglect or misus- 
age of Abdullah Mfissaoud had left a similar impression among the Bcmii 
Hozail, each of them, among the most formidable of the Arabian tribes. 
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In the course of the former year, Ally had been prevailed upon at the 
’ instance of several of the companions, to remonstrate with the Khalif on 
the impolicy and arbitrary tendency of his conduct in the above respects, 
without avail; Othman in justification of the preference given to his 
relatives in particular, appealing to the ties of nature and affection. And 
as the designs of the malcontents, began to discover themselves more clearly, 
h(; summoned to Medeiiiah, among others, in whose attachment he could 
confide, MaiiwiMaii, aiidSaud the son of III Auss, as already noticed, Ab¬ 
dullah the son of Aiiiner, and Abdiilluh the son of Saud ; in order to concert 
«u< li measures, as might be bist calculated to avert the impending mischief. 
Some plan having been accordingly agreed upon, each of these departed 
for Ills respective province, prepared to watch and defeat the machinations 
of tlieir common enemies, by ail the means in their power to exert; with 
the exception of haud the stui of U1 Aiiss, whose removal or exclusion 
fiom the government of Kufah, as before related, had given him a perma- 
iiciit residence near the pi rson of his sovereign. On the other hand, 
pireeiviiig that Otiimaii continued to guide himself entirely by the opinions 
ami iiidueiice of Merwaiin, in spile ot the repealed admonitions of their 
order, that of the rompanions of the prophet; who, by a kind of prescription 
clinmed the right of tendering their counsels in all matters of public con- 
e(‘rn. Ally as well as Abdullah Abbas, and Telhah and Zobair, had long 
since diseoiitinucd their attendance at his court. 

Irritated by the inflexible obstiria«-y of the Khalif, in withholding from 
tlu ni that n dress of grievances, to which they conceived themselves 
entitled, great numbers of men of all descriptions, in the commencement 
of ihirty-five, pnaveded from Kgypt, nassorah,and Kufah, Towards Medci- 
iiah, for the avowed purpose of deposing him; the men of Kgypt, under 
the directions of Aiilleky the son ofllarreb, accompanied by Mahommed 
the son of Abh Hnkker, and other eminent chiefs ; those of KiUah headed 
by Malek Ashtur, and the men of Bassorali by lliikkeim the son of Ueilah, 
and others; and having made a previous jiiiiclion of their force, these 
iiiMirgcnts approached and encamped in throe divisions within sight of the 
walls of the capital. Nevertheless, though the dethronement of Othman 
was already deteniiined upon, they were still under considerable perplexity 
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A.H.XXXV. with respect to their choice of a person to succeed him; the people of 
A, D. 655 . Messer declaring in favor of Ally ; those of liassorah for 'I'elhah the son of 
Habeib Obeidullah ; and the men of Khfah for Zobair the son of Ul Auaum. The 

Queyr. matter being, however, proposed to Ally by those who favored bis appoint¬ 

ment, that prince, with the magnanimity which appears to have distinguished 
him in all his actions, honestly disclaimed any right which they possessed 
in any shape whatever, to interfere with the question of the Khelaufut. 
The proposals of the men of Bassorah and Kdfah were not better received 
by Tcihah and Zobair. 

In this posture of affairs Otbman was induced to pay a private visit one 
night to Aliy; in which, after a flattering appeal to that singular generosity 
and benevolence of heart, which distinguished his character, he condes¬ 
cended to solicit his interposition to pacify the insuigenls; to dissuade 
them from the prosecution of their pernicious designs, and prevail upon 
them to return homewards. Fcnetrated with compassion for the apparent 
distress of his friend, Ally engaged to recal the iusurgimts to their allegiaticc; 
on receiving from Othmaii a solemn promise for the immediate dismission 
from his ministry and councils of Merwaiin and all the faction; and for the 
future to he governed by the advice of hiinseli'and the legitimate compan¬ 
ions of their prophet. At a conference with the insurgoiils, accordingly, 
Ally found no great difliciilty in fulfilling his part of the engagement; as 
they reiidily consented to withdraw to their respective provinces, trusting 
to the Khafifs conscientious pcrfortnauce of the conditions to which he 
had pledged himself. 

No sooner, however, wa.s this imbecile old man relieved from his appre¬ 
hensions, than the malignant influence of Merwaun again interposed to 
involve him in fresh einharrassmciils. He represented to his master, thsit 
the insurrection was by no means of a magnitude to excite so serious 
ail alarm; but that the son of AhitauLeh had delineated the atfair in colours*, 
so exaggerated, in order to enhance the merit of that service which he pro- 
tended to render on tho occasion ; that it was a duty which he indispen¬ 
sably owed to his reputation, immediately to convene the people of Me- 
deinali, and announce to them, that those who had appnsached his capital 
ill such an attitude of menace and ho.stUity, had been made sensible of the 
folly and intemperance of their conduct; and thus brought to rccullectjom 
had returned homewards with shame upon their heads. 
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In concurrence with the advice of his minister, the illfated Othman pro- A.H.XXXV. 
Aeded to convene an assembly of the chiefs and principal citizens in the A.p. 6'55. 
cathedral mosque at Medeinah; and after the usual exordium ventured Habeib 

from the pulpit of the Imaumet to make to them the declaration, so indis- usseyr. 

treetly suggested by Merwaun. AmrA Auss, who is stated to have been 
present but by accident, immediately stepped forward, and in direct 
contradiction to what had fallen from the Khalif, publicly averred, that, so 
far from any sense of folly, or inconsistency in their conduct or designs, it 
was with the utmost difficulty that the insurgents were prevailed upon, by 
himself and others, to consent to a temporary forbearance only, and after 
stipulating the most express and pointed conditions, To this Othman was 
preparing to make some reply, when the clamours of the assembly became 
so violent and outrageous, and so little respect was exhibited for the person 
of the Khalif, that he descended from the pulpit in no small degree of 
terror. It is n'corded by many authors, that part of the assembly proceeded 
even to the extremity of pelting the aged monarch with stones; that they 
ilragged him from ins place, broke bis staff upon his own head, and other¬ 
wise treated Inin with such marks of indecent violence and indignity, that 
he swrxineil avv.iy, and in this state was conveyed to his palace. 

V\ hen he had been restored to his faculties, Othman once more received 
a visit from Ally, who expostulated with him on the absurdity of his con¬ 
duct, III publishing such a declaration, when the direct reverse was notor¬ 
ious lo every person in Medeinah. He offered hut little in reply, further 
thuh that what was passed could not be recalled ; at the same time, that if 
he could point out any expedient to relieve him from his present perplexi¬ 
ties, his advice would he very acci ptable. Ally recommended, that the 
people should be immediately reassembled; that he should retract his 
impi iidcnt asscriions, acknowledge ilie errors of his former conduct, an,d 
make 11 solemn promise of future ameudinent. 

In coiiqilidiice with the recommendation of Ally, the people were 
accordingly again convened in the mosque of Medeinah, where Othman is said 
to have addressed them in words nearly to the following effect. “Alas, 

*• people of Medeinah, ye cannot be ignorant that it is the common lot of 
“ lomi.'i'itv to err; neither do 1 presume to arrogate to myself a greater share 
of infalhbiliiy h .n the rest of m iiikiud. Where then is the marvel, that I 
should have fallen into those errors and inconsistences entailed upon our 
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“ imperfect condition ? Draw iifar, and bear witness while I thus solemnly 
‘‘ protl'ss iny sincere and repontauco for every act of niy life and 

“goveiiiiiu’iit, which hath not been found aeeeplahle before the tlnone of 
“(jod, or conformable to the sentiments of our j)rophet’s distiiijinislied 
“ eornpanions.” In the same str.nn, as a proof that he was determined for 
th'- future, to ensure to all belu-vi‘rs tliat I’reedom of aceess to his person 
wloeh w'as necessary to the ledrt ss of their mii vanees, he eoiielndetl by 
dc' lariiifj bis imnudiaic intention to iliM-hae^e from emplovmeiii every 
chamberlain or porter in bis ser\iee; h ''t, in ilirit eapaeity, they miiilit prove 
in any decree instiununitnl m mti ret ptmq to in Inin, the complaints of 
liis people. The eili’et ol tins diseooisc oi' in the n- ni{)ly appears 10 
[lave beis) an uiiiod impulse oftr.inspoit .ind (MiMpii'''>-i<iii ; the Klialif m a 
.flootl of tears, de.sernded from the pnipii and wMlnlow ; winie Ally 
•ppenled to all who lieard him, if a more .iiii])!e aekiiowleiijiiK’iit eoiihl in 
reason he expected from any man, and it was to he Imped that the. 
Almighty would support him in his roKolnticm. 

The same day, hewever, when the nohles of Mcdeinah repaire^fl to his 
gale m crouds, to tender him their a[)|)lanse, for a conduct so com iliatory 
and acceptable to the commumty, the evil genius of (Jthrnan, in the shape 
of Merwaun, again inter|>osed. lie had shut himself up, together with 
Saud the son of Ul Auss, w'ith the Khahf in his interior apartments; and 
they were each of them loailing their sovereign with reproaches for has mg 
succeeded in rendering himself at last eom[»letely contemptible in the ey: 
of the whole world; the very object winch, as they alleged, the son of 
Abitauleb had been so long labouring to attain. They, therefore, urged 
him with the most pressing import unities, this once at least, to refns«* on 
audience to the people assembled befi»rc his gate ; by which th«?y i xpeeted 
that a ruiimlt would of course be excited, when it was found that the Kha- 
lif’s protestations had terminated in such early disappointment. Yu lding 
to these importunities, Othman dispatched iMcrwaun to the gate, to intieat 
the people to go away, for That regret and shame had rendered him inca¬ 
pable of conversing with them. Instead of addressing them, however, in 
the conciliatory language dictated hy his master, Merwaun treated tliem 
with the most violent abuse, aud sent them away equally disappointed and 
incensed. 
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In this state of mind, the insulted citizens of JVIedeinah presented A.H.XXXV. 
themselves before Ally, to whom they recounted the circumstances of the A. D. 655. 
unworthy treatment which they had just experienced. Confounded and Habeib 
disgusted by these repeated instances of infatuation, Ally determined for 
a last time to visit the palace; and having bitterly and severely reproached 
Othman with the duplicity and weakness of his conduct, he left him to his 
own reflections, resolved to have no further communication with him in any 
shape. In the crisis to which he was now reduced, Othman was, however^ 
prevailed u[ion by the entreaties of Ins favorite wife, Naylah the daughter of 
Ul Ferayzah, a woman of singular good sc'use and sagacity, to withdravr 
Ills confidence from Metwaun, aud to submit himself to the counsels of 
Ally and ihe popular party. This brought 011 another conference wrth 
Ally, and an apparent recoiiciliaiioii having taken place, matters were again 
for a short time laid in deceitful trampiillity. 

On the other hand, it is noticed in the Uoiizut ussuda, as a traditionary 
report, that when, 111 eoiisequeiiee of the indecent violence odered to the 
Khalifs pt'rson, iii the mos(|ue of Medeinah, as described in a preceding 
j).iss.i<>r, Ally called upon him for the purpose of condolance, Othman 
closed Ins eyes the moment he observed him enter his apartment; and that 
disgusted with so evident a mark of his antipathy, he quitted his presence, 
and from that hour to the period of his assassination, never again set foot 
within the threshold of his door. 

About tlifc period in which the iiiliahitants of the dilTercnt provinces of 
ihe empire began to manifest such a spirit of uuiversiil tiissatisfaction with 
Othmaii’s government, we further learn that a memorial was presented to 
iiiiii by an association of the nobles of Kgypt in particular, complaining of 
ilie iriiniiial and arbitrary behaviour ot Obeidullah the son ofSaud 
Surcilje, their governor; 111 consequence of which, Othman wrote to 
Obeulnllah, recommending to him to conciliate the aggrieved by an 
nnniediatc change of measures,. In direct contrariety to the intention of 
his master^ letters, the lieutenant of Egypt added aggravation to the 
nijniy, hv throwing the pn)nioleis».of the complaint into imprisonment, and 
sufli red himself to be so far carried away by his reseiitineiit as to put one 
of them to de.ah. In order to demand redress for this act of aggravated 
jiijustiee, Seven hundred of the prijieipal inhabitants ol CAherah, or Cairo, 
or Misser, it is iiidifferently deiioniinatcd, repaired iu a body to Medci- 
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A.'H.XXXV. nah, and finding that their applications to his successor had been ineffectual, 
A. D. (i55. appealed to the companions and friends of their prophet, for protection 
Habeib against the t)rranny and unbridled violence of Oheiduliah. After some 
niscyr. debate, though an opinion seemed generally to prevail that nothing short 
of strict and personal retaliation should be required for the life which had 
been shortened by the sword of his injustice, it was at last resolved to be 
satisfied with the immediate and peremptory removal of Obeidullah, from 
that power which he had so grossly abused. This resolution was accord¬ 
ingly communicated to the Khalif by Ally, who was further authorized to 
announce, that however inadequate, a fine would for the present be 
accepted of, in compensation for the blood which had been shed in the 
prosecution of that unjust vengeance, which was exerted on the occasion. 

To all this, reinforced by the pressing importunities of Ayaishah and 
Telhah the son ofObeidullali, w'ho fiemanded in terms of unqualified indig¬ 
nation, that the governor of £gypt should he immediately and unequivocally 
removed from authority, Othman was constrained to give way ; and accord¬ 
ingly signified his readiness to transfer the lieutenancy of Egypt to any 
person whom they thought proper to nominate for the purpose. On this 
occasion, with the entire assent of the Egyptians, the choice of the whole 
order of the companions fell upon Mahommed the son of Abu Bukker, 
who was forthwith proposed for that dignity. In concurrence with these 
measures, the necessary letters patent for the appointment of Mahommed 
AbA Bukker, were expedited under the authority of Othman ; and that 
prince was soon afterwards dismissed to take possession of his new govern¬ 
ment, accompanied by the aggrieved Egyptians, and a deputation of the. 
companions and auxiliaries of the prophet, empowered to investigate the 
conduct of Obeidullah the sou of Saud. 

The son of Abu Bukker had not, however, advanced more than three 
days journey on his way towards Egypt, when his retinue fell in with and 
intercepted a courier, who was posting with the utmost apparent dispatch 
on his camel, towards the capital of that province. On being interrogated 
as to the object of his mission, he described himself to be a slave of 0th- 
man’s; and that he was proceeding on business of importance to the lieu- 
tenant of Egypt. But when informed that the person whom he sought, 
was in company with them, he explained that his business was with 
Obeidullah the son of Saud, not with Mahommed Abu Bukker. lie was 



tow conveyed to the presence of the latter, and persisting to deny that A*H.XXXV. 

• there were anyjetters or papers in his possession, it was determined to A.D.655; 
search him; when, rolled up in wax, in his leathern cantin for water, they Htbeib 
discovered a billet, with this superscription, bearing the seal of the Khalif; 

“ From Othman Ameir ul moumenein, to the son of Abi SArrudje.” The 
billet was broke open without much ceremony, by the son of Abd Bukker, 
in the presence of ail his company, and found to contain nearly the fol¬ 
lowing words. “ When the son of Ab6 Bukker and the memorialists shall 
“ arrive in Egypt, all the means of that government shall be exerted to cut 

off, impale, and incarcerate, such of them as will be pointed out; provid-. 

* ing that none be. suffered to escape the chastisement due to his merits* 

“ With respect to the pretended commission which they carry with them, 

“ let it be destroyed; and the functions of government continue to be 
“ exercised as before.** 

Disconcerted by the snare thus perfidiously laid for them, Mahommed 
Abu Bukker and his retinue, returned straight to Medeinab ; dispatching 
messengers to recal the people of Khfah, and Bassorah, who had been 
also induced by the deceitful appearances of reform in the conduct of 
government, to retire homewards. On his arrival at Medeinah, at an 
interview with Ally and others of the most distinguished of the compan¬ 
ions, the son of Abi^ Bukker related all that had passed, and laid before 
them the Khalifs intercepted letter. Upon closer scrutiny, the hand 
writing was, however, recognized to be that of Merwaun. Ally, attended 
hy Telhah, Zobair, and Saiul-e-Wekauss, now repaired to the presence of 
Othman, to demand an explanation of this insidious proceeding. The 
Khalif readily acknowledged that the seal, the camel and the slave, were 
certainly his: but in other respects, protested his entire ignorance of the 
businc'ss ; and when Ally and his associates reiterated their doubts of his ^ 
veracity, he solemnly appealed to God for the truth of his assertions, of 
which they became at last entirely convinced ; as well as that the whole 
perfidious contrivance originated in the malignant invention of Merwaun, 
without the smallest concurrence on the part of his sovereign. They 
thenTore demanded that the affair should be scrupulously investigated, and 
that the person of Merwaun should be delivered up to them. The latter. 
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^.lUXXXV, Otlimun generously declined, expressing his positive determination at all 
A.l). (i55. hazards, to protect the person of his minister: a resolution which contri- 
* ilitbeib buted but little to allay the general ferment. Several of the most distin- 

u^bcyr. guished chiefs retired in consequence to their private habitations, 

abstaining from all intercourse with their fellow citizens. Others betook 
themselves to the pursuits of agriculture, or other avocations, to avoid the 
eflects of the storm which they saw impending. 

The palace of Oihmaii was now invested hy the Eg} ptian and other 
insurgents; who insisted with loud and insolent clamours, that if the letter 
Jroni Merwaun to the sonofAbi Siirrudje had been dispatched by his 
authority, ntnhmg short of the Khaiifs life was siidieicnt to* expiate th^ 
crime. But whether or not, the imbecility of his conduct was such at all 
events, that he was no longer qualified to bold the reins of thegoverntnent. 
At the same time, exasperated by a retrenchment in her pension \vhi(‘h 
Ayaishah had recentiv suflered by Othman’s directions, ail the arts of 
which that violent and revengeful female w'as mistress, were employc'd to 
inflame and impel the people into hostility against their unhappy sovereign. 
A-H.XXXV. While thus immured in his palace, the recurrence of the period of annual 
Zilliiuljc, visitation to Mekkah, awakened the apprehensions of Othman, lest, amid 
A. 1). ()Mi. ijje tumults which distracted his capital, the sacred precepts of his religion 
should fall into neglect; and he, therefore, entreated Abdullah Abbas to 
undertake the charge of Ameir of the Hadjies, which, after some difficulty, 
he was persuaded to accept of. lie was accompanied on this pilgrimage 
by Ayaishah, who probably embraced the opportunity to be absent front 
those scenes of outrage, which, in conjunction with Telhah the son of 
Obeidullah, she appears to have been deeply implicated in hastening to a 
crisis. 

Rouzut Among those incidents which are described to have incensed the minds of 
ussuffi. ),'|g enemies against Othman, the following must have contributed in a very 
eminent degree. When the siege of the palace had continued some time, 
one of the order of the prophet's companions engaged against him, requested 
that the Khalif would appear upon his terras, and attend to something of 
importance which he had to communicate to his advantage. In compli¬ 
ance with this request, Othman made bis appearance on the place which 
had been indicated to him ; and the person by whom he had been thus 
summoned, was proceeding to open the conference, by urging, what he 
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eonceiv^d the necessity of the times imperiously required ; namely, an A.H.XXXy. 
•abdication of the government on the part of the Khalif; when Kesseir the A. D. 656. 
eon of Usselieb, from the battlements of the palace, suddenly drew his Rouaut 
bow and killed the oflicioUs adviser on the spot. The besiegers demanded tissufiH. 
with eager vociferation, that the murderer should be delivered up to punish¬ 
ment, which Othman, with equal firmness and magnanimity, resisted ; 
declaring, that with his consent, those should never suffer, whose only 
crimes consisted in loyalty and a generous attachment to his person and 
dignity. 

I'hc issue of the contest appears to have been considerably accelerated Hafaeib 

by this useless piece of treachery ; the insurgents now set fire to the gates usseyr. 

of the palace, and forcibly rushed in through the doors and by the terraced 
roofs, (in the other hand, Merwaun and Saud the son of U1 Auss, at the 
head of five himdred of Othman’s MaumlAkes whom they had rallied in 
the f>rincipal area of the palace, prepared to give the assailants a gallant 
reception. At this painful crisis, the aged and venerable Khalif, by the 
most earnest entreaties, endeavoured to dissuade them from an opposition 
which must be equally fruitless and unavailing, as he was well assured that 
the period of iiis dissolution was arrived. He then related to them, that 
the preceding night, the prophet had appeared to him in a dream; and 
wiicn he complained of the injuries which he was sufTeriiig from the violence 
of an infuriate populace, bad desired him not to be afflicted, for that the 
sueircediiig night he should break his fast with him in paradise. Merwauii 
solemnly protesied, in reply, notwithstanding, that while he continued to 
possess a spark of life, he should not suffer the slightest injury to touch 
the person of his master. Othman then addressed himself to the slaves, 
and offered freedom to all such as immediately laid down their arms; an 
offer, of winch, many of them are accordingly said to have availed them¬ 
selves. In the mean time, the insurgents having forced their way into the 
interior, a fierce and sanguinary contest ensued in the courts of the palace^; 
but while Merwaun stood conspicuous at the head of his people, prepared 
to repel the assault, he received on his neck the stroke of a scimitar from 
an unknown hand, which laid him senseless; the hour of his destiny 
being, however, not yet completed, the blow missed the artery, and one 
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A.H.XXXV. of the slaves was permitted to convey him A'om the place unmolested, in 
A. D, Cilu the persuasion that he was actually dead. The son ot Ul Auss was also 
Habeib shortly afterwards wounded, and compelled, though reluctantly, to quit this 
lisse^rr. scene of blood and outrage. 

The contest was maintained, notwithstanding, with unabated fury, until 
Muhoromed the son of AbhBukker made his way into the apartment; where, 
with his eyes intently fixed upon the sacred pages of the Kor&n, sat the 
venerable Othman. Regardless of those considerations of compassion and 
forbearance, which, the contemplation of fallen and unresisting greatness 
might have inspired, the son of Abfii Bukker seized his agrd sovereign by 
the beard, and insultingly demanded, what now availed his doatmg partiality 
for the apostate Obeidullah, for the outlawed Merwaun, and the magician 
Mauweiah ? To this, in mild resigiiatiori,^Othman observed in reply, that 
were /ns father living, he would never have entertained the presumption to 
commit that act of barbarous violence, by which he had, on this occasion, 
thought fit to signalize himself. Smitten with a reviving sentiment of 
compunction, Malioinmed left him without further injury. The next 
that entered was Konnaunah the son of Basher; and he was prejiaring to 
strike at his unotleiidmg sovereign, when arrested in his design by 
the cries of his associates from the area below ; warning him to forbear, 
for that they sought not the life of Othman. These very persons, however, 
immediately entering the apartment, fiercely demanded of Othman what in¬ 
duced him further todeiay his abdication of the government. One of them, 
the Ghaufleky or Aufleky already mentioned, then gave the first stroke, 
which drew the defenceless monarch’s blood ; some drops of which fell on 
a particular fiassage of the Koran, which he still continued to peruse. 
Another of the ferocious band, Soudan the son of Hamran, now prepared 
to finish the tragedy ; when Nayiah the daughter of Rrayzah, with that 
heroic fidelity which has not unfrequently exalted the sex to a level with 
angels, threw herself upon her husband, and endeavoured to ward of!' the 
atroke of the assassin's scimitar; in this effort of conjugal tenderness she 
lost the fingers of one hand, and the unhappy Othman soon afterwards 
expired under the repeated wounds inflicted upon him by Soudan and 
KOmberah. The moment they had accomplished their atrocious design, 
the slaves of Othman rushed into the apartment, and sacrificed these two, 
to the injured spirit of their master; but Ghauifeky made his way good out 
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of the palace, and proclaimed the fhtal catastrophe, in terms, which, if not 
a* proof that Telhah was an associate in the conspiracy, were certainly 
intended to impress the public with the belief, that, though not an imme¬ 
diate accomplice in the murder, he held a principal share in abetting the 
guilty transaction. 

Some time previous to the last sad scene of his existence, when the 
insurgents had succeeded in cutting off every supply of water and provi* 
sion, and bad otherwise reduced him to the utmost extremity of distress, 
Othman is said to have conveyed a message to Ally; demanding to know, 
whether he was resolved to continue an unconcerned spectator, while his 
enemies were preparing to embrue their hands in the blood of his kinsman; 
and thus oiite more to suffer the sceptre of theKhelaufut to elude his grasp; 
he next api^ized him of his distressing situation, and solicited a small 
supply of water. With respect to the former circumstance, Ally pledged 
his word that he would never suffer Telhah the son of Obeiduilah to take 
any step that affected his life, neither should he ever permit him to ascend 
the throne of the Khalifs. • ife further ordered a supply of three skins of 
water to be carried to the afflicted monarch, which some of the Benni 
llfishciii succeeded in conveying in spite of the opposition which they met 
with, from the Egyptian insurgents in particular. 

It is further stated, that when the siege of the palace had been extended 
to the fortieth day, intelligence was conveyed to Ally, the very morning 
of the day on which they carried their di'sign into execution, that the 
e'lie'mies of Othman had resolved upon his death. In consequence of this 
infclrmation, he armed his two sons, the Imaiims Hussun and Ufisseyne, 
and commanded them to defend the entrance of the palace against every 
attempt. Even Telhah and Zobair thought it decent to follow the exam¬ 
ple, in appearance at h*ast, since their sons, Mahommed and Abdullah, were 
immediately onleieil to accompany the two Imnums. What appears 
rather extraordinary, if in reality, it was not another individual of the same 
name, Kiimberah, one of the recordc'd murderers of Othman, is mentioned 
as one of the party which attended the young princes on this occasion, for 
the protection of his person. Observing the approach of this band of illus¬ 
trious young men to the relief of the Khalif, the insuigents endeavoured to 
keep them at a distance with vollies of stones; neither did they cease to 
annoy them, until they saw the face ef Hussun covered with blood, and 
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A.H.XXXV, that Mahommcd the son of Telhah, and the Kumberah above alluded to, 
A. D.('5(i. were both wnuiidr<L An impression of nwc, which the historian' ascribes 
Habeib to thrm, tor the sac red person of tdfussun, seems for a moment to have 
Msieyr suspended their violence. This was, however, merely transient; for attcr 
and a very slitflit cessation, they proceeded to set fire to the gates in the 
maninir already noticed ; and having accomplished tlicir sacrilegious design 
against ilie life of their sovereign, they next employed their opportunity in 
the pillage of his property ; without sparing the houses of AhCi tloreitah, 
orid of Olliers, aiQotnirig to the palace. 

In the mean lime, Ally became apprized of the bloody event, and 
^hastened without further delay to the scene of havoc and disonler; wli.- rc, 
In terms of severe clispleasiirt- cither real or dissembled, lu* reproached liis 
iforis, as well as Mahoinincd the son of Telhah, and Alxlullah Z<>bair, fur 


their conduct, in abandoning the person of the legitiinati' sovereign of the 
believers, to the vengeance of liis enemies, when entrusted to tlicir express 
and particular protection. The ai^urncnts, hovA'cver, which they ollerod 
in vindication, appear to have been of a nature sufficiently convincing, to 
prevent him from proceeding to treat them with any further dernonstrationo 
of displeasure. 

The remains of Othman had continued for three days niihuried, whea 
Abdurraihnan the son t)f Addeiss, one of the principal leaders of the 
iiisui^ents, was prevailed upon, through the intercession of Ally, to give 
orders that two of the attendants of the deceased immarcb, [lohair the son 


of Mfttanm, and [lakkeiin the son of Khezzam, might he pcimitted to 
convey the body of their master fur sepulture, to the common Inirial place 
of the Mahommedans. In these circumstances, unable to prevail with 
any one to furnish them with a bier, they tore olf the door of one of the 
apartments, on which, as a substitute, they placed tiie corpse ; and in the 
evening, between dusk and bed time, for fear of disturbance, bore it in 
mournful silence towards the spot where it was intended to give it inter¬ 
ment. Notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, and the obscurity of 
flight, they were pursued by the seditious citizens, who assailed the sad 
procession with stones and other means of annoyance. Penetrated with 
grief at the unrelenting inveteracy with which the mangled remains of the 
venerable monarch were still followed, Jiobair was preparing to commit 
them hastily to the earth) when three of the Ansaurs, or auxiliaries of the 
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prophet, interposed, and insisted that they should not be laid among Mbs* 
splmein, or true believers. They were, accordingly, driven at last to the 
niternativeof depositing the body of their unfortunate sovereign in a recess 
between the public burial place of Medeinah and that of the Jews; the 
spot of his internient being, at a subsequent period, taken into the Maliom^ 
medan inclosure, by Mauweiali, on that prince’s accession to iKiwer. With 
regard to the slaves, who many of them,gallantly fell in defence of their 
lord, they were entirely deprived of the rites of sepulture, and their bodies' 
thrown upon the high ways, to be devoured by beasts of prey. 

Such, as we have attempted to describe it, was the fate of Othman; who 

thus K il a sacrifice to the vengeance of an exasperated party, on Friday the 

eighteenth of Zilliiidje, of the year thirty-five, about three in the aflernoon, 

at the age of eighty-two and upwards, and after a reign of twelve years^ 

]a( king four months and twcivedays. To the virtuesof this prince, when he 

* 

w.is no more, his enemies ajipear to have done ample justice; the bitterest 
of whom, even Ayaisliah, so strongly suspected of having hastened his des- 
timet ion,aiKi''a(Kl-c-Wekauss,seem to have mourned his death with unfeign¬ 
ed sorrow; tlie latter declaring, that, for the preservation of the true faith, it 
was at the present crisis as expedient to fly from Medeinah, as at a pre¬ 
ceding period it was to fly from Mekkah. But if his character were to be 
estimated from the recorded testimony of his own party, there is scarcely a 
liunian excellence in which he will be found wanting. Of surpassing 
clemency, beneficence, and piety ; in integrity of mind and purity of man- 
iiej?, most eminent; an exemplar ro the orthodox, and a most upright 
atid incorruptible judge, he was an inflt'xible enemy to every species of 
vice; in vigilance so persevering, and of such patient devotion, that he 
not unfrequently repeated the whole of the Koran, in the course of one 
genuflexion. And lastly, though during the period of a long life, he had 
exhibited repeated proofs of the most undaunted courage, yet so fixed was 
Ids repugnance to the effusion of Mahommedan blood, that even when he 
saw Ins life at stake, he persisted to the last moment, in forbidding his friends 
to combat in bis defence. His panegyrist concludes by observing, that the 
murder of Othma^i unsheathed tbesword of internal discord and civil war; 
that it terminated the heroic achievements against infidels, and of course the 
legitimate victories of Isslara, by which ^he division of spoils became extinct 
forever. The disciple of gn indifferent profession of &itb, may, ootwith* 
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A.H.XXXV. standing, from a consideration of the events of his reign, and of the impru- 
A.D. 656. dent predilections which proved his ruin, pcradventure, be disposed to 
Habeib think, that with all these mild and pacific virtues, however qualified to 
usseyr. Preside in a cloister like many others, Othman was deplorably deficient, 
either from age or natural imbecility, fn those energetic powers of mind, 
which are requisite to .the coiitroul of a warlike people, and to the manage¬ 
ment of an extensive and powerful empire. 

His surname of Zfil Nfirein, the possessor of the two stars, Othman 
derived from enjoying the envied distinction of being the husband of two 
of the prophet’s daughters, Rakkeiah and Omm-e-KelthCim, by whom, and 
six other wives, he was at difieront periods, the father of eleven sons and 
six daughters; of (he former of whom it will be sufficient perhaps to men¬ 
tion, the names of Omar, Abdullah the elder, and Abdulmeick ; whence 
he has, as usual, been occasionally denominated, Abb Omar, Abb Abdul¬ 
lah, &c. for reasons which are obvious. 

At the death of Othman, the lieutenants, and others who exercised 
authority under him, in the different provinces and principal towns of the 
empire, were as follows. At Mehkah^ Abdullah Klinzzermy. At 
Kaussem the sun.of Rcbbeiah, the Thakefite. In Yemen., Y^lly the son 
of Ommeyah, sometimes called Yaly ben Mfitmeiah. At Bassorah., Ab¬ 
dullah son of Aumer Gfirreizah. At Knfah, Abfi Miissa Aishaiiry. Over 
Damascus and St/riat Mauweiah. At Harness or Emesa^ Abdurraihman the 
son of the celebrated Khaled. In Paiestine, Ailkamah the son of Ilakkeim. 
At Kerkessia in Mesopotamia Jerreir the son of Abdullah. j.". 
Azerbd'^aun^ Aishaiith the son of Keyss. At hfahaun^ Sayeib the son of 
Ekria. At Hamadaun^ Besheir the son of Ommeyah. At Jidi, Saeid the 
Son of Keyss. In Khorassaun, Ehnif the son of Keyss, subordinate to the 
governor of Bassorah. In Bahai'eifne., Abdullah ill Fezzaury. And in 
Egifpt., Abdullah or Obeidullah the son of Saud, son of Abi Sfirrudje. 
Zeyd the son of Thanbet, was Kauzy, or civil judge of Medeinah; Abfi 
HiVreirah of Mekkah; and Abfi Derda of Shaum^ or Damascus. Merwaun, 
as we have already seen, was Vezzeir, or minister of.state; he was also 
secretary to Othman. The captain of his guard w'as Abdullah the son of 
Mfikeyed, of the tribe of Temmeim, and one of his inaumiuks, or slaves^ 
•f the name of Uamrau officiated as Hajeb or chamberlain. 



CHAP. VI. 


A lly, the fourth and last* of the orthodox or legitimate successors of a.H.XXXV. 

Maliommed, was the son of Abi^tauleb, the brother of Abdullah A. D.6&6. 
father of I he prophet of Issl4m; and was born of Fatima the daughter of Htbeib 
Assud, in the sanctuary of the KaaUbah at Mekkah, on the sixteenth day luicyr. 
of the month of Rudjub, just thirty years after the era of the elephant; 
that wjj^rch was established to eommemurate the interposition of a miracle, 
to save the temple of Mekkah from the destruction with which it was 
threatened by Abr4hah thei-hristian viceroy of Saana, on the part of the 
Nej iiiSh, or monarch of Ab}'ssinia. Hence it would appear that he was 
thirty years junior to his coiizin Mahommed, whese birth is affirmed to 
have taken place in the first month of'Kehbeia, in the year of the elephant; 
the eight hundredtii and eighty second from the accession of Alexander of 
Maeedoii, and the foriieth from that of Nolishirwdn the just i and if this 
statement be true, the discomfiture of Abriliahand his army, commemorated 
by the era of the elephant, must be assigned pretty nearly to the five hun- 
* dred and sixty sixth year of the nativity of our redeemer. Be that, how. 
ever, as it may. Ally, from the age of five years, received his education in 
the family of his couzin, whose divine mission he acknowledged at eleven, 
and whose faithful friend and intrepid coadjutor in every stage^ whether of 
adversity or success, he continued to the day of his death. 

liaviriir been frustrated in his views on the succession, in the manner 
attempted to be related in the preceding pages, he had, during the several' 
reigns of AhO Hiikker, Omar and Othman, withdrawn fn^m all concern 
with public afiairs, devoting himself entirely to religious pursuits; although, • 

when consulted in periods of distress an-1 difficulty, he luver withheld his 
advice. . 

* The transient authority exercised by Imauiti Hussuii scarcely entitles him to be included 
among them. 

9B 
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4.U.XXXV. Durinj; the nrcuinscribed period of his reign, he was embarrassed with 
A. D. libit, the management of three very arduous and dangerous civil wars; first, 
Habeib that of the Naukesseine, in which he was engaged against Telhah and 

ussoyr Zobair, and their associates confederated to subvert his authority, in 


and 

kholaussei 
1)1 Akhbaur, 


breach of their pligiited allegiance; this is also, by historians, designated 
the war of the camel, because in the battle, which decided the contest in 
favor of Ally, the imperious Ayaishah, who had espoused the cause of 


rebellion, rode upon a came). Secondly that of the Kuitsseteuie^ the appel¬ 


lation by which Mauweiah and his adherents were designated in the war 


which terminated in the hollow and faithless accommodation, after the 


conflicts on the plains of Seffe.yne. And liistly, that of the Manrekeiftie, in 
which he was victorious against the Khowauredje^ dissidents, or schimatics, 
Jed by Abdullah ebcii Wauheh the Kaussebito, outlie banks of the .Neher- 
w4n ; a short time subsequent to which, iiamoly, in the month o| Itam- 
zaun, of the fortieth year of the iriidjera, he was assassinated by a ruiiiaii 
of the name of Abdurraihman the sou of Mhljuin, of the tribe of M6raud, 
after a short and turbulent reigii of four years and nine months. He was 
buried at Nedjef. But as the memory of this prince has been consecrated 
to a degree bordering on adoration, by one of the most celebrated and 
enli|^htened nations of the east, we trust we shall be excused, if, in the 
desire ofjudging for ourselves, we may have been led to enter more at 
large into the events of his reign, than may, perhaps, be in strict conformity 
to the original design of this undertaking. 

Among a variety of relations transmitted to posterity by oriental writers,' 
subject, the following statement of the circumstances which, on the 
present occasion, more immediately produced the accession of Ally to the 
throne of the Khelaufiit, has been recommended to our attention, as that 


which bears the nearest alliance to the truth of history. The earliest over¬ 
tures to this effect, appear to have again proceeded from the Egyptian 
party; by whom, at the expiration of the third day from the death ofOth- 
man. Ally was mgi'd with fresh importunity, and in compassion to the 
calamities which threatened to distract the empire, to assume the reins of 
government. But, when it was rather haughtily intimated to them by him, 
that they were little authorized to interfere in the appointment of a suver* 
eign to the believers, a prerogative which he maintained to reside exclu¬ 
sively in the warriors of the field of Beider, the intimation was speedily 
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communicated to such of that distioguished order, as were 4 o be fbund at A.H.XX3C74 
thia crisis in Medeinah ; in consequence of which, they repaired to the A. D. 656. 
presence of Ally in a body, attended by the greater part of the companions Habeib 
of the prophet; and bearing testimony to the superlative qualifications uMajrr. 
which so singularly marked him for their selection, united in soliciting his 
immediate acquiescence in the general will. In reply to these importuni- 
tics, Ally acknowledged that once indeed, on the death of Omar in parti¬ 
cular, he had been led to aspire to the exalted distinction of conducting 
the enterprizes, and regulating the happiness of a faithful people : but, 
that this was an ambition, of which he had long since divested himself; 
however, he was still willing to accept of the second place, that ofminister 
of slate or vezzeir; of which he expressed his readiness to discharge the 
duties, with tnc most perfect obedience and fidelity to any person whom 
they might think it expedient to elevate to the supreme dignity. 

Regardless of the arguments and apologies of Ally, in evasion of their 
proffered honors, the companions persisted in their intreaties ; and, at last, 
proceeded to menace him with some violent or precipitate resolutions ; 
wlicii he called upon them to recollect, that whatever they might resolve 
upon, this was a matter, on which it was impossible to decide, in the 
absence of two very important personages, whom he could not perceive to 
be among them ; 'I’clhah and Zobair. They were accordingly requested to 
attend: instead,however, of complying with the summons, they desired 
it to be understood, in reply to the message which they received on this 
occasion, that, although they declined being present, they should not with¬ 
hold their pledge of allegiance from that person, on whom the lot of the 
succession might fall. This was an evasion which did not escape the com¬ 
prehension of those who composed the assembly; and the determined Malek 
Ashtur and another chief, were employed to repeat the mrasage ; when 
much against their inclinations, both Teihah and Zobair were conducted 
to the place of conference. Ally received them with distinguished respect’; 
and having urged to them the obvious necessity which suggested the 
immediate appointment of an Imam, or hierarch, of the believers, declared 
at the same time, that if either of them entertained the most distant views 
on the succession to that important oflice, they should have his entire and 
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A.H.XXXV. immediate concurrence, They both of them decJareil in repl>% and withonf 
A, D. 63<j. apparent reserve, that they knew no person wiiose pretensions could, in 
llouzut respect, bear a competition with those of Ally. 
ussuiU. It was accordingly determined, without further debate, by the generality 
of the assembly, that Ally should immediately be iiwestcnl with thcsupreiire 
dignity, and the first pei&on who offered his hand in token of allegiance 
was Telbah : which circumstance, os the hand of'feiliub had been disabled 
bv a wound received at the battle of Olied, afforded* t-o those present a 
melancholy presage, tliat the measure they were agitating was not destined 
Ally, arrive at an auspicious termination ; and Aliy is even said to have 
IVih of the expressed his conviction on the spot, that Telhah was already prepared to 
KlioUH' violate his engagement. The whole of the people at Medeinali, however, 
tasUedeiii. exception of a few' only of those most intimahdy altoeiied to thn 

memory of the late Khalif, and who determined on tbisorrasion, to observe 
a course hostile to the choice of the great majority of the companion>. 
readily submitted to the autbority of Ally.* On the other hand, Niaiimun 
the son of Besheir the Ansaiir, accompanied by Abdullah the son of the 
Khalif Omar, Mahnmmed the son of Mosselmaii, Hussaun and Zeid the 
sons of'fhaubet, Soheyb the son of Sennaiui, aud Kaaubtheson of Malek, 
conveyed the bloodstained robes of Othman, and the mutihited fingers of 
Naylah to Mauweiah at Damascus. Others of the adverse party, after 
remaining fbi* some time.in concealment, embraced an op]M>rtunity of with'- 
draw'ing to Mekkah, where they found a welcome reception iioin Ayaishah,_ 
Ally was but imperfectly seated in this manner ou> the throne of the 
Khalifs when he avowed his resolution to supeisede all those who had 
h.een placed in authority by his predecessor. This tvpparently imprudent 
step, Moghairah theaoiiofShiaubah,whoni we have reneatedly had occasion 
to notice, and who was esteemed one of the wisest among Arabs, from the 
purest motives of loyalty and zeal, endeavoured to prevail upon him to 
suspend ; at least, until it could be ascertained witli what temper the 
accounts of his accession were received in the difierent provinces ; or whe¬ 
ther indeed, in some cases,,bis authority would, in any shape, l)e acknow¬ 
ledged, lest a measure so decidedly premature, should have the immediate 
effect of producing the most violent commotions throughout the empire. 
This piece of admonition however seasonable and salutary, at at, 
[period when his government was by no means firmly established, did nofe 

* Habeib usseyr. 
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receive fVom Ally that attention which it might have claimed. In eonse* AtH.XXXV* 
qnenre of w hifh, na «f on further delilieration he had been induced to change A. D. 656 ^ 
his opinion, Moghairah, at his next visit, atfecled to defer to the Siperior Rouzut 
sagacity of his sovereign, and expressed bis entire approbation of the 
design ; because he would be able to derive from it at least one most 
material advantage, that of discriminating between the loyal and the dis» 
obedient, between his friends and his enemies. 

Just as Mogbairah was quitting the mansion of Ally, Abdullah Abbas 
entered on his arrival from Mekkah, and he had the curiosity to inquire of 
his couziii, what had been the subjectof their conversation. Ally repeated to 
him, without reserve, the strangely contradictory opinions which had pro- 
cetded from Moghairab. With honest frankness, the son of Abbas declared his - 
t'lUire concurrence in the hirnier counsels of Moghairah, as originating 
from motives of the purest and most disinterested fidelity, whilst he repro¬ 
bated his latest opinion, as treasonable in the highest degree. And this 
being subsequently reported to Moghairah, that chieftain is said to have 
justified the apparent versatility of his opinions on the following grounds; 
when a person, eilher through folly or obstinacy, is found to reject those 
counsels which are obviously salutary, he must expect to receive what are 
of a complexion precisely the reverse. A maxim by which he had been 
governed in his conduct towards Ally in the preceding instance. 

Having testified his decided disapprobation of the removal of Mauweiah 
in particular, AbduHiih Abhas was required by Aliy to state bis reasons; 
arid he explained in reply, that, entire^ governed, as they were, by 
motives of self interest and private ambition, without tbe smallest consi¬ 
deration of public utility, Mauweiah and his adherents, the moment they 
perceived themselves superseded, and curtailed of the means of gratifying 
their sensual appetites, would avail themselves of every expedient to pro- 
pagate the calumny, that Allif. was an accomplice in the mmder Othman; 
and that, having thus waded through blood to the throne of the Khelaufut, 
he meditated the further design of extirpating the whole of the family and 
friends of his pn-decessor. Neither was it difficult to foresee, that, irritated 
by these and other calumnious reports, the people of Syria and Irdk, and 
even of Arabia, would be seduced into rebellion and ultimate hostility), 

There could, moreover, be no positive security against ayiolation of engage- 
xncuts on the part of Telhah and Zobair, notwithstanding the apparent 



jk.H.XXXV, pledge of nllegiancii, to reluctantly drawn from them. In conclusion, the 
A D.tisG. .suuof Ahhaa entreated hiacotizin, fur the present at least, to sutler Mau- 
Bouxut weiahAo retain his authority, and he would engage at a more convenient 
iMsufi'tt. opportunity, to drag him from hia government, ** as he would a hair front 
a cuke of dough.’’ To this Ally rejoined, that neither upon Mauw'eiah 
nor his adherents had he any thing to bestow hut the sword; that the 
sole motive of his opposition to the government of Otiiman, had been the 
tyranny and violence of his lieutenanis and other agents; and that now, 
whilst he held the power, he should not expose himselt to the charge of 
tergiversation or dereliction of principle. I'liat he should not willingly 
consent to their retaining the authority which tiiey had so hasely abused, not 
even tor an hour. Abdullah did not conceal Ins ivgiet that the Khalifs 
sole reliance seemed to rest on the exi rtion of open fon'e, whereas in the 
management of an affair of so much difficulty and importance, some d. gree 
of address and circumspection appeared at iea.st necessary. Aliy put an 
end to the conversation by announcing to his relative, that whenever, in the 
solution of any difficulty, he found occasion to consult his opinion, he 
should expect his sentiments without reserve; and although he might 
sometimea think it expedient perhaps to act in contrariety to such senti¬ 
ments, he should, notwithstundmg, look for an implicit obedience on his 
part. To all which, Abdullah signified his faithful submission and acqui¬ 
escence ; an engagement which he never violated. 

In this posture of affairs. Ally received an application from IVIliali, 
soliciting for himself the government of Bassorah, and that of Kufah for 
his friend Ztjbair, with which it was not found convenient to comply ; ihe 
Khalif alleging, that were he to acquiesce in separating from them, there 
were none other on whose counsels he could with such confidence rely 
for support, on emergent occasions. Feeling themselves, notwitlistandiiig, 
deeply aggrieved by this repulse, these two personages suffered the seeds 
of diHaifection and hostility which they bore in their hearts, to take root; 
while they mutually declared, that though they had been over awed by 
the violence of Malek Ashtur to submit from necessity to the authority of 
Allyi yet they couhi otherwise never acknowledge any pretensions on 
which he could justly aspire to be their sovereign, rhey accordingly 
watched an opportunity to leave Medeinah on the first pretence, and to 
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unite in the intrigues which were already at work, to disturb the tranquil- A.H.X3CXVL 
ity of the empire, A . P, 656. 

In the first month* of the year thirty six, determined without further Roiizot 
delay to carry into execution his plan of a general removal, Ally dispatched ussufli. 
Othiuan the son of Ilaneif to supersede Abdullah Ghoieizah, in the 
government of Bassorah; and in the same manner Omaurah the 
son of llussaun, was authorized to take upon himself the government 
ofKufah, and Keyss the son of Saud Ebbaudab, that of the province 
of Egypt. The government of Yemen was destined for Abdullah Abbas, 
and letters patent were accordingly prepared for this purpose, when Ally 
most urgently intreated him, to proceed in the first instance into Syria^ 
w'hcre the most sedulous exertions were immediately necessary to retain 
the people of that province in their obedience. 'Hiis was a piece of service 
which Abdullah found himself however compelled to decline, from aeon* 

Kideraiioii of the extensive influence Which Mauweiah had established ja 
the country ; not only through the closeness of bis affinity with the late 
Ivhalif, being Ins uncle’s son, but by the undisputed authority, which, for 
so long a period, he had been sufiered to exercise over it. There were 
other reasons urged by Abdullah Abbas against his being employed in 
Syia on this occasion. He acknowledged an apprehension that his life 
wniild be in jeopardy, if placed within the reach of Mauweiah and his fac¬ 
tion ; or at any rate, though they might forbear to shed his blood, there 
was no reason to expect, timt they would sufler him to remain at liberty; 
u prison, therefore, was the least of the evils which he could hope for. 

Hut the argument which ho pressed bej’orid every other consideration, was, 
that sensible of the sacred and inviolable attachment, which, both from 
friendship and consanguinity subsisted between them, Mauweiah and 
his adherents, so long as Abdullah remained inseparate from the person of 
Ally, would be deterred from any act of open or declared hostility. 

He then fore suggested the propriety and advantage of dispensing 
with Ins acceptance of any employment, which necessarily placed him at 
any considerable distance from the person of his master, until some happier 
peiiiid than the present should arise. These reasonings of his gallant and 
faithful relative had the desired impression upon Ally ; and Sohail the son 
of liancif was ehoseii in his room, to undertake the precarious and delicatQ 
task, which had fur its object the supersession of Mauweiah. 

* Jvlyi A, D. 656 , 



A,H.XXXVI. When Othman the aon of Haneif arrived in the precincts of Bassorah^ 
A.D. C56, that city was quietly delivered up to him by Abdullah Ghoreizah, who 
llouzut proceeded straight towards Mekkah. Othman was therefore sudered to 
ussufTAt enter upon the exercise of his government, with no other obstacles than 
what arose from a considerable disposition to hostility towards the cause 
of his sovereign, already betrayed in the conduct of many of the inhabitants, 
Omaurah the son ilussaun had proceeded on the other hand to Nalali, in 
the vicinity of Kufah, when he was met by Telhah the son of KhOeylud, 
nnd Kaukia the son of Amrft, who charged him, as he valued his life to 
return to Medeiiiah, for that the people of Kufah were determined to 
receive no other person than AbCi Mftssa as their governor. Omaurah per¬ 
ceived the necessity of yielding, and accordingly returned to the capitah 
In Yemen, the approach of Abdullah Abbas was no sooner announced to 
YAly ben Mfinneiah, than he hastened, without scruple, to empty the 
public treasury ot all its specie and valuables, and took his departure, with 
much splendour and parade, for Mekkah, which was now become the 
general rendezvous of the disaffected. Keyss the son of Saud Kbbauduh, 
the designated lieutenant of Egypt, was received on his arrival in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Knherah, or Cairo, by a nitrUetous association of the inhabi¬ 
tants, and immediately conducted into that city } the absence of the son 
of Saud SCirnidje, at this time in Syria, no doubt facilitating his entrance. 
There existed, n«»twiihstanding, among the nobles of the country a differ¬ 
ence of opinion which it might require S(»inc degree of address to reconcile; 
one party consenting to acknowledge the authority of Ally without 
reserve; the other stipulating that if he brought to punishment the mur¬ 
derers of Othman, he siKuild have tlieii willing f)bt dience, otherwise, they 
should consider themselves absolved from their engagements. Keyss con- 
ccived it necessary to temporize, and accordingly compounded with the 
latter on their own terms. 

Nothing, how'ever, more clearly demonstrated to the new Khalif, the 
instability of his authority, with respect to the distant provinces at least, 
than the unsuccessful issue of the mission of Sohail the son of Ilaneif, 
appointed to the government of Damascus and Syria. This person had 
proceeded on his journey as far as Tabhk, when his progress was arrested 
by a body of the troops of that province; who haughtily and peremptorily 
deiBaoded, whence be came, and whither he was going ? And when 
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Sohail had explained the object on which he was engaged, they* informed A.H.XXX'Vl, 
* him, with great insolence, that they neither acknowledged the authority A» D. 656. 
of his master, nor of any of those whom he employed : and with respect Rouzut 
to the former, they conceived themselves bound by the most sacred 
engagements, to retaliate upon him the death of Othman. Sohail now 
requested to be iiiforined, whether any others were associated with them 
in the prosecution of these hostile measures; when they further announced 
to liim, that what he had heard was the unanimous voice of Syria univer> 
eally associated, to require from Ally the blood of the murdered Othman. 

A more explicit avowal was perhaps unnecessary; and Sohail returning 
imm*'diateiy from the spot, r<'lated to his sovereign the untoward circum¬ 
stances, of which he had endured the morlificdtion to be the witness. 

With a mind full of indignation, and some embarrassment, Ally could 
not forbear from communicating W'hat had passed on this occasion, to 
7'elhali and Zobnir, who had not yet tbnnd an opportunity to quit Medei- 
nah. 'i'lie consolation winch he received from this quarter, was such 
perhaps as he might have foreseen. They taxed him with the mortification 
to which he had recently taught them to subinit, by his refusal of the two 
governments, at a tune when be should have been led to consider them as 
lushest and truest friends; in the mean time his enemies having formed the 
most sanguine expectations, that, on the first favorable occasion, they would 
not hesitate to withdraw from their allegiance, the only advice they 
could oiler under the [irossure of such an exigency, (and if he was sincerely 
desirous that the rising comiiiotinns should be appeased he would do well 
not to neglect such advici-) was to permit them to retire immediately to 
Mckkah, to devote themselves to the services of religion; which would be 
a proof to the world, that whatever controversy might formerly have 
ex'sti'd between them, was now at an end, and have a considerable 
effect III retaining those in their obedience, whose minds were at present, 
otherwise, ripe for hostility and revolt. If, on the contrary, he chose to 
be governed by opposite maxims, they could only tell him to prepare for 
war; for they <dearly perceived that the affair of the Klielaufut was to bo 
no utheiwise decided, than by an appeal to the sword. The brave and 
<lpcn minded Ally declared m reply, that so long as a possibility remained, 
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A.H.XXXV1. it was hi» determined resolution to persevere in & system of conciliatory 
A. I>. measun s towards his enemies; but if, after all, these difti reiiresfailed to ter- 
Rouzut minate in the manner most consonant to his wishes, he trusted he should 
tiwulta. be found ready in arms to traverse and oppose their hostile and ambitious 
designs. With regard to themselves in particular, since they were so 
earnestly bent to separate from him, lie gave them his entire permission 
to depart whensoever and wbiihei-soever they chose. TeJhah and Zobair 
most readily availed themselves of this permission, and having been long 
privy to the plans of hostility which Ayaishah was meditating in Hrjauz, 
they proceeded immediately to Mekkah. 

It has been already noticed, that this turbulent and ambitions female, 
while the late Khalif was besieged in his palaee, had accompanied the 
pilgrims on their usual religious visitation to Mekkah. It further appt'ars, 
that when the object of her journey had been accomplished, she was on 
her way to Medeinah on her return, hut meeting with a person from that, 
city, and apprized by him of ihe fatal termination of Oihrnaii's government, 
and of the consequent accession of Ally, she hastily retniced her steps to 
the sacred city ; observing, that after the events which had taken place at 
Medeinah, she could consider it no longer a proper residence for her. She 
also embraced every occasion to assert publicly, and solemnly, that 0th- 
man had perished by the sword of injustice, and that she should most 
assuredly demand his blood at the hands of his imniolators. Surprised at 
her behaviour, Oheid the son of Selmah, one of Ayaishah's maternal uneles, 
expressing his astonishment at this inconsistency in her conduct, afu r hav¬ 
ing been the first to asperse and render obnoxious the person and charac* 
ter ot the deceased monarch, and even to stimulate the people to destroy 
him; she justified herself on the plea, that the enemies Qthmaii should 
have bi*eii satisfied with having brought him to a proper sense of the conduct 
of which they disapproved; hut when they imbrued their sacrilegious 
hands in his blood, they bad overstepped the boundary of justice. She 
however acknowledged that there was an appearance of iiiconsisreucy in 
the case ; but it was to be recollected, that of two tradiiional decisions of 
the prophet on points of a similar tendency, the former was always supposed 
to give way to that which was of more recent date. 

Under these circumstances, Ommeyah was among the first of those who 
lepaireU to Mekkah} aud associated with Ayaishah in her rebellious projects 
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igainst the rightful Imfim of the Mossleras. And shortly afterwards the A.H.XXXVI. 
tram ot her followers was augmented hy the arrival of Abdullah Ghoreizah A,D. 6s6. 
from Bassorah, and of Y4ly the son of M&nneiah from Yemen. With Houzut 
thi se last she acquired a supply of treasure and valuable eifects to a very luraftil^ 
great amount. A short time also brought to her party a further accumu- 
lation of strength, in the persons of Telhali and Zobair, who had been 
allowed to withdraw from Medeinah on the pretext, as hath been already 
noticed, of dedicating their lives to the purposes of devotion ; but who 
DOW assisted in dHsetninating those injurious calumnies, fabricated by his 
enemies, against the fame and reputation of Ally. 'I'hus assembled, the 
party proreedi-d to deliberate on the best means of carrying their rebellious 
plans-into efleot; when it was proposed by Abdullah Aumer to march im¬ 
mediately to Bassuruh, in order to avail themselves of the powerful support 
which he could venture to engage from his numerous friends and adherents 
in that cjuarter. To this proposal, for similar reasons, Telhah gave his 
ready assent, and the measures were accordingly resolved on without fur¬ 
ther debate. Previous to their departure, they caused it to be proclaimed 
however in the streets ef Mekkah, that the mother of the faithful,*' the 
appellation peculiarly assigned to Ayaishah, “ together with Telhah and 
*'■ Zohair, were proceeding towards Bassurah, and that it behoved all those 

wlio were desirous of avenging the blood of Othman, and of acquiring 
“ renown among Mussulmln, immediately to unite in the expedition.” 

In cunsecpiencc of this, one thousand of the people of M^'kkah and Medei¬ 
nah, and two thousand from various other quarters, collected together and 
joined these insurgents. 

For all these an equipment was provided from the supply of treasure, 
conveyed by Yaly the son of Mhnneiah and Abdullah Aumer; and the 
necessary preparations having been completed, they proceeded from Mek¬ 
kah But when their inarch had been prosecuted as far as the waters of 
Judaub, (either a rivulet or collection of springs on the route to Bassorah) 
a circumstance apparently ludicrous, which occurred to Ayaishah, had 
nearly put a period to the enterprise, of which she appears to have been 
the animating principle. 


sC s 
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A.liXXXVI. Previous to her engaging finally in the confederacy, it is said, tijat on « 
A. D. visit to the mother of Selmah, after avowing the sense which she felt of 
Jlouzut the cruel injustice to which the injured Othman had fallen a victim, and 
UMufia, lamenting the dangerous commotions, to which that fatal event seemed 
likely to give birth, Ayaishah proceeded to express her anxiety, lest the 
discord which threatened its fundamental principles, should ultimately 
shake to pieces the sacred fabric of their religion. She then ventured to 
apprize the mother of Selmah of the expedition into Irak, which Telhah 
and Zobair had in contemplation, for the purpose of checking the progress 
of these disorders, and of the importunities by which she had been prevailed 
upon, to be an associate in their views. And she concluded by a solicitation, 
that the mother of Selmah would accompany her in the enterprise, and 
afibrd by her countenance to their proceedings a stronger probability, that 
the threatening troubles might be speedily tranquillized. 

The mother of Selmah, who, it may be necessary to recollect, was the 
sixth in order among the names of the prophet’s wives, testified her 
utmost concern and disquietude at what she heard, and demanded in 
reply, with what kind of assurance, knowing, as she did, the intimate ties 
pf affinity by which the son of Abutauleb was allied to their prophet, she 
could entertain a tlHurght of embarking in measures so directly hostile to 
him. “ It was hut yesterday,” observetl this prudent and respectable 
widow, “ that you attached impiety to the name of Otiiman, and to day 
“ you can as readily affix the appellation of tyrant to that of Ally. Be on 
“ymir guard against the deceitful suggestions of these men, w'ho arc 
“evidently misleading you from the path of rectitude. In the presence 
“of the Almighty, whose messenger he was, 1 call upon you to declare^ 
“ whether, at this moment, you do not recollect the prophe-’s express pre- 
“ diction, that but a short period would elapse, before the very dogs near a 
“ certain river in Irdk, called the Judanh, should raise a clamour at the 
“ appearance of one of his wives engaged in the cause of rebellion. Nay, 
further, when, from the emotion of surprise, he observed me involuntar- 
“ ily drop tlie pitcher which 1 bore in my hand, whether our husband did 
“ not expressly declare that in his belief you, yourself, was the person to 
“ whom this circumstance would occur.” Ayaishah acknowledged her 
' lecollectiou of this fact, and signified her immediate determiuaiioa to 
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withdraw from the design; observing that she considered the advantages of A.RXXXV]b 
jkrsonal safety paramount to all others. A. 656, 

The result of this conference being communicated to AbduUah Zobair, Souzut 
the sister’s son of Ayaishah, he repaired to her presence, and declared his unuffit. 
resolution either to destroy himself, or become a devoted wanderer in the 
solitude ofthe desert, if she persisted in declining to accompany the expe¬ 
dition. She continued, notwithstanding, firm to her purpose, until, through 
the contrivance of some of the party, it vvas reported to her that her 
nephew had actually departed for Bassorah, on foot, and without any sort 
of provision for the journey ; and that unless she adopted some step to over¬ 
take him without delay, he was in imminent danger of perishing in the 
desert. Every otlier consideration was now obliterated hy Ayaishah’s 
afl'ectiouate regard fur this her favorite relative, and she consented at last, 
however reluctantly, to accompany the malcontents, in compliance with 
their repeated importunities, on their march towards Bassorah. 

On reacliiiiii thejudaub, as already noticed, the ears of Ayaishah were 
suddenly assailed by the barking of the dogs at a neighbouring village, 
which forcibly reminded her of the circuinstanees just related ; she most 
solemnly adjured Telhah to rcconduct her immediately back to Mekkahi 
accounting for this her apparently capricious behaviour, by the prophet’s 
prediction winch she then repeated. To induce her to recede, however, 
once more from this sudden change of resolution, Abdullah Zubair suborned 
certain Arabs ofthe tlcsert by liberal presents to attest before Ayaishah, 
that this was not as she had apprehended tlie.Ii\danb; thusJurnisMngto the 
hi^tlorlan ihojlrsl instuncp false etidence recorded m the immls of Issldm. 

Einding, alter all, that the misrepresentation of the Arabs had not made 
.siilhcient impression on the belief of Ayaishah, .Abdullah, who was entrusted 
with the command of the, rear guard, rode suddenly in, and spread an 
alarm, that Ally and his troops were close at hand ; so that between the 
apprehension of an immediate attack, the tejror of,sume purtentoua 
impending calamity, she found it impossible*to rg^eat. And in this 
state of painful suspense she again required the attendance of the guide to 
remove li(*r suspicions with ri'spect to the name of this station; Telhah 
now informed In^r, that apprehensive of having deviated from the proper 
route, the guide was absent in tbe^egr, making the necessary inquiries 
*rder to satisfy his doubts. 
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A.H.XXXVI. The pfiildc bad, it ftcems, received, from Telhah and his friend Zohain 
A D. 656. instnietioiis to return, and, perhaps contrary to their expectations, had 
Bouzut taken the road towards Medeiiiah. l'allinj[r in with Aliy, and being by 
vtBufffi. him interrogated as to the situation of A>aishah and her associates, he 
corninunieated the first intelligence of their mareh towards Hassorah, of 
the intended secession of Ayaishali, and other eircutnstances, to the infin¬ 
ite satisfaction of that prince; who had laboured under coiisidi rable anxiety 
lest his enemies should have proceedtd to Kufah, and cut him ofi'from 
the succours which he had hoped to derive from th.ir (]narter. 

in the mean tune Ayaishah with the iiisuiiient'^ appeal'd lu-fore Hasso- 
rah; when two persons of distinguished ability were dispaiehe<l hy Ally’s 
lieuteriaut Othmaa the son of llaneif, to learn the objict ot tlu'ir visit. 
These wore first admitted to an audu nce with Ayawludi, by whom they 
were aerjuamted, in reply to their inr,tdries, that certain tiirbuient and 
seditious persons, violating the asylum of the prophet’s exile, had dared, 
without proof, or judicial process, to shed the blood of the established 
Imaum, or sacerdotal chief of the believers, and overspread the land with 
crimes and atrocities. That tlic perpetration of such an act had banished 
her repose ; and that her journey to Hassorah had been prompted by the 
fullest expectation, that from the denizrens of so resp' ctable a city, she 
should not fail to receive such powerful aid, as might eivable her to march 
to Medeinah, and inflict upon the assassins of the successor of God’s pro¬ 
phet, that retribution which by their crimes they had so justly merited; 
From I’elhah and fromZobair, to whom they next proceeded, they feceived a 
similar reply. From these, however, the deputies boldly demanded, how 
It came to pass that theif should have presumed to engage in htvstility 
against Ally, after the public and solemn pledge of allegiance, hy which 
they had affianced themselves to him. 'I'hey again justified themselves on 
the plea, that their conduct on that occasion had been influenced by 
their fears of the violence of Malek Ashtur; but even intimidated as they' 
were, that they had not yielded their assent without expressly stipulating 
that the murderers of Othumn should be brought to justice; and that 
since Ally had proved unfaithful to his engagements in that respect, they 
considered themselves entirely absolved from all that had been entered 
into on their part, 'L'he two deputies then returned to communicate th« 
result of their mission to the governor of Bassorah. 
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Othman the son of Hancif, thus fully apprized of the hostile views of A.HJCXXVh 
the confederates, directed the necessary warlike preparations to be made A.D.656^ 
in order to defend his post; but, naturally impressed with the desire of Rousuc 
distinguishing such of the denizens of his government, as might be in the umuSU 
interests of Ayaishah and her associates, Keyss the son of Moghairah 
received his instructions, to meet the assembled people in the principal 
mosque of Bassorah, «nd endeavour to sound their inclinations in this res* 
pect. In the address to which, on this occasion, the son of Moghairah 
demanded their attention, he requested they would for a moment reflect 
whether the relict of their prophet and his illustrious companions were 
alone exempted from enjoying that peace and safety at Mekkah, which waa 
extended even ‘‘to the beasts of the field and the birds of the air,'* and 
whether, therefore, when these people assigned their apprehensions of 
danger, as the reasons which compelled them to quit their country, the 
pretext was not too palpable to impose upon the most ordinary under* 
standiinr. jfon the other hand, they advanced that the object of their 
entrance into tiie territories of Bassorah, was to avenge the blond of 0th* 
man, he a[)peaied to the inhabitants of that place and its jurisdiction, since 
no paiticipation in the murder of the late Lvhahf could be laid to the charge 
of any one among them, whether it did not behove them to unite in repel¬ 
ling the arrogant intruders, and forcing them to resume their proper 
residence. 

Asswud the son of SauJ the Roliite, one of the citizens, interposed by 
declaring, that as far as he had hccii able to ascertain, the object of Ayaishah 
and her associates was to solicit the aid of them and others, in order to 
avenge the blood of Othman; and for his own part, he should not be withheld 
from staling, that the life of that man, who considered with indifference 
'the guilt of Otbman*s blood, wasjusily at the disposal of any who chose 
to assail him. After some further discussion, the multitude pretty clearly 
demonstrated the part which they were determined to espouse in the con¬ 
test, by attacking the son of Moghairah with stones, and driving him from 
the mosque. From this circumstance, Othman the son of Haneif, what¬ 
ever pievious doubts he might have entertained on the subject, was at no 
loss to perceive, that the friends of Telhah and h'S associates were too 
numerous iu Bassorah, to admit of any reasonable hope of successful 
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A.H.XXXVI. resiRtanct:; and he therefore prepared to assert the rights of his maBter by 
A, D. 6s6. such other expedients as the occasion might suggest. 

Houzut On a subsequent day, Ayaishah seated on her camel entered the city, 
usauffilt and appeared, with Telhah on her right hand, and Zobair on her left, sur¬ 
rounded by their troops, in tbe spacious area then called jMfteyed, in the 
Ocntre of the place. Othmaii drew out his followers in an opposite direction, 
while the people of the town flocked together to atteiicl the issue. Having 
expatiated at some length to the concourse thus assembled, on the various 
excellencies of the late Khalif, and on the atrocious circuinstaiici's of his 
murder, Telhah and '.'nbair proceeded to demand their aid, to inflict the 
merited vengeance on the perpetrators of tliat bloody deed. Part of the 
citizens loudly assented to the truth of these representations, and resolved 
that it was ihcu nbent on all believers to avenge the death of their Khalif. 
Another, though inconsiderable party, professed themselves of a very 
opposite opinioij, openly iiisis'^ing that these two personages, after a scan¬ 
dalous infraction of the most solemn engagements with Ally, were now 
combined to usurp the government into their own hands, under the mask 
of demanding justice on the murderers of Othman. 

One of thos^ proscut, howe\er, Jauriali the son of Kedaumah, one of 
the chiefs of the benui Teineim, and a zealous suppoiter of the rights of 
Ally, addressed himself more immediately to Ayaishah ; declaring aloud, 
and with a solemn ajipeai to Hod, that the murder of Othman however 
atrocious, was intinitcly more pardonable with the ofl'ended spirit of her 
departed husband, than the conduct b}^ which she had been led to dishonor 
herself on this occasion, in exposing her person unveiled, and on that 
execrable camel, to the unhallowed view of iiri indiscriminate multitude. 
If by an irresh iible bins she had been impelled to quit her home, he admon¬ 
ished her to recede before it was ioo late ; but if her appearance at llassorah 
was the result of compulsion, the most prudent step she could follow was 
to demand the protection of the people, to rc<!onduct her to her habitation 
at Mckkah. Next addressing himself to Telhah and Zobair, he reproached 
them, although the immediate disciples of the prophet, with their crimipal 
disregard of his clearest institutes in exposing the relict of the messenger 
of their God, with so little scruple, and iii a manner so disgraceful, in the 
midst of such a multitude, notwithstaiirling their punctilious nicety in 
concealing their own women within the secrecy of the^ harams. This 
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*doe 9 not appear to have produced any reply ftotn the hearers. In thd A.If.XXXVr. 
mean time Uakkeim the son of Hailah, of the tribe of Obed and com- A. D.656. 
maiider of the lieutenant of Bassorah’s cavalry, causing the warlike jnstru<i Rooaut 
ments to strike up, and the greater part of the inhabitants going over tO uuaffk. 
Telhah and his associates, an action commenced, and continued with 
considerable slaughter on both sides, until night put an end to the conflict. 

The battle was renewed the following morning, and had continued 
without any apparent advantage to either side until noon, When perceiving 
that the combatants were nearly exhausted by their exertions, Ayaishah 
desired that proclamation might be made against the flitther effusion of 
blood ; Ihr that her object in coming to Bassorab, was not for the hateful 
purposes of civil discord, but to promote the interests of truth and harmo¬ 
ny. Hostilities immediately ceased.; and arbitrators having been selected 
to compromise these unhappy differencesj it Was determined, after consi¬ 
derable debate, that a person should be deputed to Modeinah, to ascertain 
the nature of those engagements under which Telhah and Zobair had bound 
tliemsclves ; if it proved that such engagements had been the effect of 
compulsion, the city should be delivered up by the son of Haneif to 
Ayaishah without further resistance ; on the contrary, if it should appear, 
that their affiance to the authority of Ally had been perfectly voluntary, 

Ayaishah and her adherents should immediately withdraw from the country, 
and dir(‘ct their views to any other quarter that they conceived expedient. 

The person selected to proceed to Medcinah on this occasion, was Kaub- 
cs-sour, Kauzy and chief of the law at Bassorah, who hastened with ait 
diligence to fulfil the object of his mission. On his arrival at Medeinah, on 
a Friday^ he embraced the opportunity, when the fieopie were more gener¬ 
ally assembled in the principal mosque, to solicit that information which 
he had been deputed to obtain. To this no one ventured to reply, but 
Assaumaii the son of Zeid, who did not hesitate to affirm, that the subinis-. 
sion of Telhah and Zobair to the authority of Ally, had been compulsory. 

On which thi governor of Medeinah, Solid the son of Haneif, indicating 
a design to offer violence to the son of' Zeid for this bold assertion, the 
latter was conducted from the assembly, in order to prevent the mischief 
which was otherwise likely to ensue; since there were others present, who 
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A.H.XXXVI. expressed themselves disposed to confirm the declaration. The sameaea- 
A. D. ()56. lous adherent to the cause of Ally, perceiving the sentiment which pre- 
vailed, with as little scruple avowed his determination to proceed straight to 
ussuiTa. Bassorah in order to frustrate the designs of the enemy. 

This intelligence appears to have been little expected by Ayaishah, and 
her associates hastened to anticipate the surprise, by an immediate renewal 
ofhostilitics. Entering the principal mosque under cover of the night, 
they massacred forty of the dependents of Othman the governor of Bassorah^ 
whom they found there; and proceeding thence to the palace of the govern^ 
ment, they put to the sword four hundred more of the guards, and others en- 
tertained fur the protection of the place. Othman himself they dragged from 
the palace, and were preparing to dispatch him in quest of his friends, 
when Ayaishah interposed to rescue him from death, both in consideration 
of his great age, and of his having enjoyed an honorable lot in the society of 
their prophet. He did not however escape but at the expeiicc of his 
beard, which was of remarkable length and beauty, and which, as a lasting 
mark of contumely, together with his eye brows and eye lashes, they 
plucked one by one from the roots. Thus disgraced and disfigured, Uth- 
man wassutiered to join his prince; who not immediately recognizing 
him under the metamorphosis, observed with a smile, when he made him 
self known, “ that he had dismissed him to his government an old man; it 
was some consolation to see him return in the bloom of youth.** 

Having rendered theiiiseives, in this manner, masters of Bassorah, Telhab 
and Zubair dispatched letters into Syria, to acquaint Mauweiah with their 
success, and to require his assistance in prosecution of the hostilities thus 
auspiciously commenced against Ally. At the same time Ayaishah wrote 
to caution the inhabitants of Kfifih, as they valued their welfare, to with¬ 
hold from Ally those succors, which it was probable he might shortly 
demand from them ; and to seize the earliest opportunity of joiuing her 
Standard. On the expulsion of the lieutenant of Bassorah, some dispute 
had arisen among the most powerful of the victorious party, on the subject 
of the Imaumiit, or pontifical functions; to accommodate which, Ayaishab 
directed, that he^ favorite Abdullah Zid)air should take the lead in all 
public prayers, until the question of the Klielaufut, or supreme dignity, 
thuuld be otherwise finally determined. 
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* In the mean time, the moat public means having been resorted to by A.fI.XXXVI, 
thr hf'ads of the insurgents, to circulate the rejwrt, that Othman had been A. D. 656, 
cut otr with the positive concurrence of Ally; Abdullah Hukkem, the Rouzut 
Tenieimite, one of the leading citizens of Bassorah, took occasion to pro- lusuffil. 
duce, in the presence of Telhah, the very letters wrritten by that person to 
tlu‘ principal inhabitants of the place, exciting them to the act, with which 
ho had tlie effrontery to accuse another. He did not foibear to assure 
hnn also, that however others might suffer themselves to be misled through 
ignorance of the truth, the prevarication and inconsistency of their words 
and actions were too obviously palpable to impose upon him in the slightest 
degree; he (Telhah) was sufficiently conscious, and it was therefore super¬ 
fluous to remind him of the manner in which, after the most liberal and 
magnanimous proposal on tiie part of Ally, to relinquish his claims in 
tiieir favor, both he and /obair united in acknowledging his superior and 
exclusive pretensions, and in solemnly pledging their allegiance to his 
authority; in flagrant violation of which engagement, confirined on the 
sacred truths of their belief, they were now confederated against him, under 
the wretched pretext of avenging the death of his predecessor. All they 
could urge in reply seems to have been, that they had experienced the 
deepest compunction and regret for the unwarrantable conduct of which 
they had been guilty towards Othman; and that now he was no more, the 
only means of reparation they could devise, was to avenge his fail. How¬ 
ever, finding no other resistance to their authority, the party of Avaishah 
took possession of the public treasury, the contents of which they distri¬ 
buted to their followers; whom, in the space of a short time, under various 
pretences, they succeeded in augmenting to nearly thirty thousand strong. 

On the other hand, great numbers of the Kenni Abdul Keyss, and Benni 
Bnkker tribes, took flight from Bassorah to join the illustrious Zhifekkaur. 

WIk'ii Ally had become sufficiently apprized of the hostile designs of 
Mauweiah, atid of his arraigning him with the guilt of Othman*s blood, the 
whole of his attention was directed towards the levy and equipment of an 
adequate force, to humble and extirpate this his irreconcileabie and inve¬ 
terate enemy. And in pursuance of such an object, all those who had 
acknowled ged his authority, received orders to prepare for the expedition 
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A.H.XXXVI. into Syiia. In tlicso preparations lie was engaged, when intelligence was*. 

A D.fisfi. hrmiglit him, that Ayaishali and her associates were on their march 
Hou 5 {ut~ towards Oassorah ; to this information, however, he did not give immediate 
ussutta. credit, as he could not divest himself of the suspicion that this W'as only a 
feint, and that their views were in reality directed towards Kftfah, for the 
purpose of detaching the people of that place from their allegiance to hii 
uiitliority. The suppression <»f this rebellion, however, for the present 
superseded all other objects, and for that purpose he immediately applied 
to the inhabitantsof Medcinah for their assistaiice. Of these a part exprt ssed 
their willingness to afford him every testimony of attachment and ubediciice. 
But among others, there arose a material discordance of opinion. It 
became now the subject of public conversation, that Ally had beep repeaU 
ediy advised to bring to justice the murderers of Otiiman, in which he would 
have found none to oppose him; but to this lie would not listen ; and thus 
leaving them a plausible pretext for hostilities, they alleged that he had acted 
in a manner directly consonant to the views of his enemies; “ he therefore,” 
said they “ that despises the counsels of his friend, deserves to see the 
“ designs of his enemy prosper.” 

Tima frustrated in hia hopes, from a quarter in which disap|v>intment 
was perhaps least expected, Ally, with an alllicted spirit, left Medeinah; 
and at the head of about nine hundred men, hastened, if possible to inter¬ 
cept the march of the insurgenis. The advanced guard of this inconsider. 
able force, was commanded by AbA Leyli the son of AtinO ul .lerrauh ; ihe 
right wing by Abdullah Abbas, and the left by Amrb the son of Selmah. 
lie was also accompanied by several otl^ei’s of the prophet’s most disiin-, 
guished associates ; and particularly by Khoz/eimab the sou of I'liahet^ 
whose steady and scrupulous adherence to truth, was su(‘h as ro have 
acquired for him, from the author of their religiou, the title of Zu ^hihaun 
detain, he vihose testimnif bears a two fold strength. Receiving however 
intelligence by the way that his enemies hud gained the start of him, aiu| 
not yet able to ascertain tlicir views. Ally encamped at the station of Zh 
kader, where he remained for some days; during which, he dispatched 
directions to Medeinah to forward the whole of his baggage and equipage, 
to the army; having privately determined after the treatment which he had 
recently experienced, to return no more to the territory of Yathreb. 
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. While encamped at Zik^er, among other mortifications which he was A.H.XXXVJL 
compelled to experience, Ally found himself assailed by the unavailing A. D. 656. 
reproaches of his own family. His son Mussun, alarmed at the distresses Rouzut 
which seemed to threaten them, presumed to remind him of those frequent usiuftV 
occasions on which he had rejected the advice of his children. And they 
were now, accordingly exposed to perish ofhunger and thirst, heyond the 
possibility of relief, among the sands of the desert. To this desponding 
observation, the intrepid Hyder made little reply, further than by an 
endeavour to cunsoie his sop ; and a desire that he would state those 
instances of admonition, the disregard of which could have had a tendency 
to lead to the calamities he seemed to apprehend. Hiiasun explained by 
adverting to circumstances which preceded the death of Othman, when it 
had been proposed to Ally for a short time to quit Medeinah; so that in the 
event of tlio insurgents proceeding, in his absence, to take away the life of 
the Khalif, the suspicion oflps bearing any concern in that nefarious trans* 
action, mighl be thus entirely obviated; and every ground removed on 
winch his enemies might pretend to disseminate calumnious accusations 
to his prejiidiec. when the destruction of Othman had been accon\- 

plishi'd, he had l)ecnintrcated,as circumstances seemed torequire, todecline 
the Khelanfui, until the concurrence of ail believers should be ascertained 
in Ills favour. And lastly, when it became notorious, that Ayaishah, 

Telhah, and /obair, were confederated to avenge the blood of Othman, he 
had been advised toreinuiu in a place of security, and await the disclosure 
off'cn's. 

To all which Ally separately replied ; and in the first place, that when the 
palace of Othman was invested hy the insurgents, means had been also 
adopted to prochido the possibility of his withdrawing from the town,by 
posting n guard over his house, as well as over those of some others of the 
m St distinguished personages. With regard to the circumstance objected 
to him Mi the second place, he affirmed, that the acknowledgement orcon> 
ciiM« nee of every part of the empire was ip no shape indispensable to the 
clei'iion of the Khahf, which was an affair vested exclusively in the denizens 
of the two sacred cities, or more expressly, in the companions, of the pro-- 
phets flight, and those who protected him in his exile; whose choice once 
deterinmed on, it behoved ail others submissively to acquiesce. And to 
the last subject of complaint, be had only to observe, that after the pqbliq 
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A.H.XXXVr. acicnowledigffmentsof hi* authority which he had received, and the hostile^ 
A. 1). desigtM of Telhah and Zobair had been announced, such a passive demeanor 
Uuii/ut as that which had been recommended to him, could only have led to pro- 
ussuti’A. mote divisions of opinion ; independent of its extreme unworthiness of that 
sacred office which he had undertaken, and which he was determined 
never to degrade. Moreover, in demanding at his hands the hlowl of 
Othman, his enemies evidently sought his life, and had tlierefnie left him 
no alternative. 

But to prevent all future discussion on these subjects, Ally embraced the 
opportunity to inform his son, that when the messenger of Omnipotence 
iiad departed for the regions of eternal hli^s, tlinneii he could not admit 
that any man was possessed of higher qiialilieanoiis, or in av indispu:ahle 
claims than himself, yet when he perceived an nlinost uii .niincus aequies- 
cence of all the orders, to submit to the exaltation of Al)ii Ihikker, he did 
not hesitate to forego his just pretensions, in deference to what appealed 
to be the general will. Neither was the slightest point, in wliicli he could 
either promote or support the interests of that prince, by him ever left 
unheeded. When also at the approach of death, the same A hit Oukker 
declared his will in favor of Omar, in prejudice to those well grounded ex¬ 
pectations, no selfish consideration could prevail with him to withhold his 
assent; and the ^hole empire could bear testimony to his conseientious 
forbearance from opposition on that occasion. Again, when the peo¬ 
ple were brought to acknowledge the authority of Othman, in consequence 
of that unprecedented mode of election introduced by Omar; “ my con- 
“ duct” continued Ally, “ was still governed by the same coincidence with 
** public opinion; and under every circumstance of Othman*s administration 
he uiiitorinly experienced from me, the most zealous and submissive 
obedience. And lastly, when this unfortunate prince had fallen by the 
** hands of his assassins, and 1 had entirely withdrawn myself within the 
“seclusion of my own dwelling, although repeatedly urged by the people 
“ to assume the government, their entreaties were resisted on my part 
“ with unaltered firmness, until ,the expiration of seven days ; when per- 
ceiving no probability of a settlement on this important question, and 
** apprehensive that disorders might otherwise come to pass, beyond the 
scope of human prudence to re|[)air, i yielded to importunity, and to the 
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^imperious necessity of the occasion; the chiefs of onr faithsubmittiag to A.H.XXXVf: 
** my authority with every demtiiistration of cordiality and zeal.” A.D.6S6. 

However Hussun might have been reconciled by these explanations* it Boaaut 
could not escape the discernment of Ally’s mind* that an attempt to crush usauffS** 
the rebellion at llassorah with the very slender force which now attended 
him, did not afford any flattering prospect of success; he therefore made 
use of the occasion to prove the fidelity of the people of Khfah ;,an<l'Witlv 
this view Mahommed the son of Abh Bukker, and Mahiimmed the son ol 
Jauffer teyaur, proceeded to that place; with letters to the inhabitants 
representing the extremity to which he had hs^n driven by the conduct of 
his enemies, who, in violation of the most solemn engagements, were now 
ill arms against his lawful and acknowledged authority. 

Ill prosecution of this object, the t,wo Maiiomineds arrived at Khfah* 
and communicated the letters with which they had been entrusted by 
their sovereii>D. Ihit the iiiltabitants having consulted with Abh Mflssa 
the Aishnunte, who still continued governor of the place* that chieftain 
explained to them, in terms which pretty clearly evinced the disposition 
by which he was animated on the subject, that Ally and Telhab being 
engaged in a personal contest for power, those of course who felt a bias for 
the concerns of this world, were at liberty to espouse the cause of either 
parry; but such as placed their views on what was of inhiiiteJy higher 
importance, the enjoyment of a blessed futurity, would do well, in the 
seclusion of retirement, and in the boscuo of domestic peace* to decline 
taking any share in the dispute: for this was one of those afflictions* 
which God’s messenger had foretold that his people were destined to suffer 
in which he had cautioned them to keep to their houses, and though after 
every endeavour to abstain from, they might ultimately be compelled into 
linstilitii's, thei) were enjoined to make their mords&f wood. As the tendency 
of such an address publicly delivered from the pulpit, could not be easily 
misunderstood, the son of Abh Bukker and his collegue, were proceeding 
to reply with equal indignation and severity, when Abii Mhssa coldly 
ob>«erved, that the pledge of allegiance given to Othman was not less bind- 
ing upon tlioir master than upon himself; if, therefore, war was unavoid- 
able, it behoved him in the first place to attack and do justice upon the 
niurdrrers of his injured sovereign. In short, the messengers "f Ally, 
convinced on this and further observation, that the people of Hbfah were- 



J|‘.H.XXXVI. detcrtnined to abide by the dictates of their governor, returned withttitA 
A.D. 656. further delay to Zik^der, and described to Ally, to his considerable surprise 
Itoiiziit and disappointment, the circumstances of their reception, and Abh Mhssa^s 
iissuffik disloyal conduct. A second attempt, in which Abdullah Abbas and Malek 
Ashtur, were employed to bring the lieutenant of Kufah to a more favor¬ 
able sense of duty proved equally unsuccessful; he was found more 
obdurate in his opposition than had been represented even by the former 
report. 

As a last effort, however, to sccufc the assistance of tfiis tiirbulent and 
martial colony^ Ally now determined to try whether the presence of hi*? 
son flussun miglit not have some influence in awakening that spirit of 
loyalty towards the family of their prophet, of which he might yet persuade 
himself there remained a latent spark still unextinguished in the breast of 
rvirry M{issuiman. Accordingly that prince, accompanied by Aumer 
Yaiisser, was next dispatched with a further application for their assistance 
to the people of Khfah, and a letter from the Khalif to Abft MOssa to engage 
his co-operation by every promise of favor and aggrandizement. Jn con¬ 
currence with their instructions, these two distinguished associates hastened 
towards Kufah ; and in the neigbuurliood of that place were met by most 
of the nobles and principal inhabitants, by whnm tlie lineal representative 
of their prophet was immediately conducted with every mark of respect 
and veneration, and attended by a great multitude, to the principal mosque 
ofthe city. Here, casting his eyes on Abii Mfissa, who bad also repaired 
to the assembly, Ilussun sternly demanded his reasons for interposing his 
authority to detach a faithful people from the path of rectitude, and to pre» 
vent them from alfording aid to their rightful sovereign, who sought no 
other object than the public good. To this, with affected humility, Abii 
Mftssa briefly replied : “ devoted to the service of my lord be both my 
“ father and mother, it becomes not me todeny his affirmation ‘ but it was 
“ my lot to hear our revered prophet declare, that the hour of discord was 
“ at hand, in which it would be better to sit down than stand, better stand 
“ still than walk, and better walk than ride. The patty at Bassorah we 
“ must moreover consider as our brethren; and the persons and property 
“of such, God himself has commanded us to hold saCted.” Unable to 
suppress his indignation at these words, Aumer Yausser W'as beginning to 
gavilc him for bis hypocrisy and perfidy, when he W'as suddenly interrupted 
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by one of the assembly, who severely retorted upon him the abusive epi- A.H.XXXVI, 
thets, of which he seemed disposed to be so liberal; desirin^im to recol- A..D.6£6. 
lect that such insolence to established authority, but ill became the niouzuT* 
yesterday*s associate of rebellion. ussufflt. 

During the altercation, Zeid the son of Sfiijaun with letters from Ayaishah 
made his appearance in the assembly. The perusal of these letters 
appears, however, to have produced an impression rather different from 
what might have been intended, and the messenger proceeded moreover 
to load the adverse party with abuse and obloquy; some of those present 
could not forbear to recriminate upon the conduct of Ayaishah, in thus 
indecently interfering iu a contest of arms^ gross violation of every max¬ 
im of female pro))riety, and of the positive institutes of her religion; in 
usurpation of the peculiar attributes of the manly character, and, where 
she presumed to excite the faithful‘to acts of treason and rebellion gainst 
their acknowledged sovereign, in disregard of every principle of truVr and 
justice. The confidence of Abfi Mfissa at this moment began to abandon 
him ; he summoned, notwithstanding, sufficient resolution once more to 
ascend the pulpit, and again exerted every argument he could invent to 
dissuade the people Iroin complying with the demands of Ally; he proposed 
for imitation the example ot some of the prophet’s most distinguished 
companions, and in particular that of Abdullah Omar, of the warlike 8 aud 
e-Wekauss, of Mahomnied the son of Musselmah, of Assaumah the son of 
Zeid, and many more; who had prudently determined to step aside from 
the scene of civil discord, rather than unsheatli the sword against their 
Mussulman brethren. He therefore called upon them not to barter the 
sacred interests of ilicir religion for the perishable projects of this world ; 
blit to consult both present and future welfare, by a steady adherence to 
that authority which had been so long exercised to promote their 
happiness. 

The attention of the assembly was then engaged by Kaukia the son of 
Amrfi. who urged the indispensable necessity of a supreme and established 
ruler, by the exertion of whose power and prudence, to regulate and con¬ 
duct to a happy terinmntion the destiny of a numerous people. It was 
theretore in a fortunate hour, that they were called upon by'the exalted 

f £ 



tvo 

A.H.XXXV1. Ally, from the purest motives, to unite with him in support of those designs, 
A. D. iibiu in which hf»iiud embarked, with no other object than the advancement of 
Rouzut general welfare. It was on this account ihrir duty as well as interest 
iHBuffa. to afford him the earliest proofs of returning loyalty, by hastening to j<»in his 
standard. |n this stage of the debate, one of the citizens of the name of 
Obed Kheyr, demanded of AbCt Mhssa whether I'elhab and Zobair had 
nut publicly pledged their allegiance to Ally ;and if so, whether from that 
day to the present period, any circumstance had occurred in the conduct 
of the latter, to justify their breach of such Hih'giance. Abii Mhssa 
acknowledged the pledge of allegiance, but professed bis ignorance with 
regard to the other points; on which his interrogator observed, that until he 
was better informed on the subject, he should fur his own pari, then, bi-g to 
be governed by an opinion of his own. Imaiun llussun now called upon 
Ahu Alhssa to descend from that pulpit on which, alter forftMting his allegi- 
andSko the rightful successor of the prophet, he w’as no longer either 
authorized or worthy to appear, b^iually mortified, the crest fallen gover¬ 
nor was compelled reluctantly to obey ; while Auiner Yausserand another 
of the adherents of Ally seized the favorable moment to enlarge upon the 
numerous excellencies of theiv patron, and encourage the ardor of the peo¬ 
ple to hasten to bis presence, with tliosn proofs of loyalty and attachment, 
to which, by his exalted virtues, he was so eminently entitled. 

By this time Imaum Mussun had taken possession of the pulpit, and 
having appealed to the hearts of all present in support of his parent’s 
superior claims, explained at length the object of his mission. In 
behalf of that parent, he intreated them for the present to suspend all con¬ 
sideration of the justice or injustice of his conduct; to afford him that 
immediate aid which he solicited at their hands, in the cause jii which he 
was engaged against a perverted and perfidious faction, and he would 
cheerfully submit to be personally responsible at a future period, fur any 
injuries which could be fairly laid at his door, He concluded by once 
more afiirmtng, that though Telhah and ' 4 obair had been the first to affiance 
themselves to the authority of Ally, they were among the earliest to vio- 
Jate their engagements. On these considerations he admonished all who 
heard hiin, without distinction of rank or wealth, to consult their assured 
and permanent glory, by hastening without further delay to join the 
intrepid chief, by whom they were anxiously expected in his camp at 
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Zfklder. In similar terms they were addressed by Hidjer the son of Aud- A.H.ltXXVXi 
*dy; but the popular sentiment had now taken a decided turn, and further A./P. 6fl6. 
reasoning appeared superfluous. The Kflfltes declared with loud acclama- Rouzot 
tions, that the darling of their prophet’s aflections had irresistibly convinced 
them, and that nothing should further prevent them from submitting to 
the authority of his father, whom they immediately prepared to' support 
with all the force of the country. 

Just as matters had arrived at this crisis in the assembly, intelligence was 
brought to Abfi MAssa of an extraordinary scene that was passing within 
the walls of his own palace, it would ^pear, that, on the departure of 
Hussun from the camp at ZikHder on tbhf^casion, it had had been sug* 
gested to the Khalif, by the intrepid andfafthful Malek Ashtur, that until 
some method was devised, either to disgrace or remove the lieutenant of 
Kflfah, his wishes in that quarter must inevitably terminate in disappoint* ' 
meiit; he therefore solicited and obtained the permission of his sovereign 
to follow, with instructions to employ his utmost exertion to weaken and 
subvert the authority of Abfl Mussa. On his arrival at Khfah, he became 
apjinzcd of the declining turn which had then taken place in the affairs of 
that chieftain ; and w'lthout suflering himself to be interrupted by interior 
considerations, hastened to the governmental palace, which, with the 
weighty argument of his mace or battle axe, he soon cleared of the domes¬ 
tics of Ahh Mflssa. In the utmost consternation, they presented them¬ 
selves covered with blood to their master, telling him that a person whose 
appearance and language they attempted to describe, bad thus treated 
them; and like an unforeseen and irresistible mischief, was now committing 
the most extraordinary outrages on his furniture and most valuable 
effects ; of which, if he did not speedily exert himself, not an article would 
escape* the devastation of this furious stranger. Almost suffocated with 
surprise and astonishment, Abfl Mikssa precipitately withdrew from the 
assembly, and returning home, was at no loss tojecognize the author of all 
this alarm and confusion ; who accosting him by the name of hypocrite, 
and other opprobrious epithets, demanded what further concern he could 
pretend to have in that mansion, which belonged to one whose rightful 
authorjty he had dared to abjure. By this time the multitude had declared 
for Malek Ashtur, and Ab{k Mhssa perceiving bis hopeless situation, con- 
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A.H.XXXV1. ckscciideii to supplicate for a short delay, not more than was necessary to 
A. D. 656 . provide hiniselt with some kind of shelter for his family; which was peremp* 
Rouzut" denied him, while his property continued to be thrown into the 

ttssuHi. streets, and the greater part was entirely destroyed. At length, through the 
uigent solicitation of some friends, the respite of one day was allowed him 
to provide himself with another house, to which he retired, and denying 
access to all who sought to visit him, there immediately shut himself upfrom 
society. In the mean time, the people of Ki^fah were employed in the 
most active preparations for marching; and in six days after the occurrence 
of the above events, Malek Ashtur found himself at the head of twelve, 
some say of nineieen thousand chosen warriors; with whom he proceeded 
to the camp of Ally ; Ameir Hussuri, accompanied by a slender retinue, 
having already taken his departure for /ikader. 

The approach of the Khfites inspired Ally with a degree of confidence 
in proportion to the value of S(» powerful and seasonuble an acquisition of 
strength, lie received them at some distance from his camp, and assun d 
them for the last time, that the sole purpose for which he had solicited 
ihcir assistance, was to reclaim to the path of rectitude certain of their 
brethren, who had unhappily deviated into rebellion and hostility. Neither 
should he proceed to avail himself of the means of coercion, until the total 
failure of every milder attempt to persuade, should have left him no other 
alternative. In the mean time they might rely upon his solemn assurance, 
that, in every circumstance, his conduct would be scrupulously regulated 
by the sacred word ot Gk)d, and the institutes of his messenger; having no 
other object in view, than the advancement of the true religion, and the 
welfare of its followers, lie then conducted them into the enearnpnient, 
assigning to each of their leaders tliose quarters, to which by rank or dignity 
he found them entitled. The very next day, Kaukia the sonofAmri^, 
not less distinguished by his valour than the powers of his understanding, 
proceeded towards Bassorah; to endeavour by the arguments of prudence and 
moderation to extinguish the spirit of ambition, with which Ayaishah and 
. lier two associates are accused of suffering their bosoms to be inflamed. 

Ally followed, shortly afterwards, with an army now equally respectable for 
numbers and equipment. 

On his arrival at Bassorah the son of Amr6, in pursuance of his instruc¬ 
tions, repaired first to visit Ayaishah, whom he requested to explain the 
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motives of her appearance in that territory; which she equally ascribed to A.H.XXXY1* 
her regard for «hc' public welfare, and her zoal to avenge the blood of 0th- x. 
mail. Previous to further discussion, Kaukia requested that Telhah and Rouzut 
Zobair might both be sent for, in order that, what be had to offer might uuuft'ft* 
be delivered m their presence I'hey accordingly attended, and to the 
question already proposed to Ayaisliah, returned a similar reply. Upon 
which the envoy observed, without ceremony, that to him their declara¬ 
tion appeared equally absurd and inconsistent ; since the prosecution of 
their vengeance against the destroyers of Othm&n, so far from promoting 
public good, would be the source of incalculable mischief, in the civil disi» 
cord which must ensue, lie next demanded what number of victims they 
had already sacrificed to this unwarrantable propensity for insurrection i 
and when they had advanced, that not more than six persons had hitherto 
fallen in the cause, he rejoined, that in this number only, they had created 
against themselves six hundred thousand opponents; and that in proportion 
to their perseverance iii the pernicious plan, their enemies would be still 
augmented. To thcj(isti<re of these observations, Ayaishah appears to have 
assented, and she demanded, in consequence, what, in her situation, he 
thouglit it most advisable to do. Kaukia recommended an immediate 
dereliction of every hostile design, and a treaty of peace to reconcile their 
differenecs with Ally; in which if ihey concurred, he could venture to 
angur happily of the issue ; otherwise they must anticipate the im>st in¬ 
auspicious reverse. To the propriety of these suggestions, in conjunction 
with Ayaishah, both Telhah and 7.i>bair at least affected to subscribe, 
declaring, that if llic sentiments of the son of Abitauleb were iii coincidence 
wilb what he ixov expressed, there should be no obstacle on their part to 
an immediate aeC4)nunodation. Kaukia now took his leave, and returning 
on the wmgs of di-p iteh, aiiiioiiiiced to his princ**, the favorable appearances 
in wtiieh his mission had thus terminated. Ally testified his approbation 
of what had been <lf)ne, but ai'celerated his march towards Bassorah. 

]i) this posture of affairs, the principal inhabitants of the last mentioned 
city, had deputed one hundred persons to the camp of Ally, in order to 
discover among the people ofKfilfah, to most of whom they were, in some 
degree or other, allied by the ties of consanguinity, howfar their inclinations 
appeared of a paeifie, or hostile tendency. Finding on inquiry a disposition 
unauiiiiously beut on obedience to the acknowledged successor of Uu» 
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A.H.XXXVI prftphet, of whose designs, whether ultimately fhvorable to peace or war, 
A I >. no oue pretended to determine, the deputies obtained a personal eouferenco 
" Rouzut 'vith Ally, and requested he W'ould relieve them from the doubts under 
muini. whieh they laboured with regard to those designs. The Khalif, in reply, 
condescended to recur to every circumstance of his conduct, contrasted 
with that of his opponents, from the commenceincnt of the turbulent 
scenes at Medeinah preliminary to the death of Otiimaii, to the present 
day. He repeated lus assurance that the object of his journey was to 
oppose and repress the pernicious practices introduced by his adversaries; 
to repair the disorders so destructive to public happiness; and to expel 
from among the disciples of Mahoinmed that odious spirit of revenge and 
animosity so repugnant to every principle of hnmaniiy and virtue. And 
he concluded by a declaration, that whenever hi" misguided bretiiieii could 
be iridueed to testify a sincere and prr»per eompuiicfif)ii, for the rehellions 
and hostile proceedings, in which they had suffered themselves to be 
engaged, he should be found perfectly ready to meet their advances. 
Neither should he commit himself, after all, to the horrors of war and blood 
abed, until every proof of forbearance, and every efI‘orl to eonciliate should 
have been exhausted. The delegates of IJassorah confessed that nothing 
could be more manly, just and liberal, than the sentiments to uhieh Ally 
had thus given utterance ; but when, in consequence of the impression 
which his arguments appeared to have left on their minds, he called upon 
them to give him their pledge of fealty, some demur on the part of their 
leader, Aussem the sou of Kelleib, prevailed wdth them, for the present, 
to decline that ceremony. Previous to their final departure, however, the 
whole of them publicly acknowledged the authority of Ally; and, on their 
arrival at Bassorah, professed to their fellow citizens, that the language 
which dropped from his lips was worthy of the race of the prophets. 

After the dismission of the delegates, Ally put his army in motion, and 
appeared wittiiii sight of Bassorah, where, on a commodious spot, at Kau- 
viah, he encamped. 'I'he insurgents on the other hand, to the luimher of 
thirty thousand men, marched out of the city with Telhah anti Zubair at 
their head, and pitched their tents at Meghzeinah, in a position over 
against him. 

In this situation of the armies a negociation was opened for the restora¬ 
tion uf peace; and that every obstacle might be removed to the attainment 
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•fan object so apparently desirable to both parties, it was Agreed that the AJ1.XXXYL' 
authorsand abettors of the death of Othman should depart the camp of A» D« 6 i 6 , 
Ally, 'rhese are said to have amounted to more than hve hundred persons, Rouznt 
comprising among them some of the most distinguished leaders in all the wsoA* 
tribes oi Arabia : agd in particular, we find included in this obnoxious list, 
the names of Malek Ashtur, of Ally the son of Ul Hushm, of Auddy the 
son Hautem 2 'di; ofKlialedthe son of Miiljum, and many others whom 
it would be too tedious to enumerate. The influence of Ayaishah seems, 
however, to have created an exception in favor of her brother Mahommed, 
alibougli one of the most active in the conspiracy which she now affected 
to condemn with such implacahle animosity. Separated from their asso- 
ciatts, these proscribed individuals hastened to deliberate on the means of 
providing for their personal safety; convinced, as they declared themselves, 
that the recoiieihation of the rival parties was to be cemented with their 
blood. One of them proposed, that since Ally, whose superior knowledge 
in their saered scriptures no one could presume to question, had acquiesced 
in their expulsion, and associated himself in the resentments of Telhah and 
Zobair, they should submit to an immediate and voluntary exile from their 
country ; and seek an asylum against the implacable vengeance of their 
enemies in the distant regions of the wtst. To this, Auddy the son of 
JJaa/cm objected, because, in his estimation, the only blessing this world 
alii>r(led, was the presence of our relatives, and the endearing intercourse 
of friendship; and that take from it this its greatest charm, life had for him no 
further value. Another, more sanguinary, as the shorter course, recom* 
mended to seize the first opportunity of dispatching Ally to join his pre¬ 
decessor, and thus secure their peace with the adverse party. Ally the 
son of llushm contended, however, that, if in addition to the guilt already 
incurred by the death ofOthnian, they plunged themselves deeper by the 
murder nf Ally, there could be no reasonable expectation that they would 
ever be trusted by Telhah and Zobair ; or that, even supposing it might be 
tluMight necessary to temporise with them fnrashort season, their ultimate 
destructiiMi would not at a proper period be brought to pass. In his mind 
wlnit, on the contrary, appeared most likely to promote the object they 
had III view, was to put in practice some plan of interruption to the prc'sent 
system I>f harm tny; tochiuge the pacific disposition of the parties into 
Auore determined and obstinate hoBtility. This suggestion of the son of 
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A*H.XXXVI. Hushtn was immediately approved of, and shortly afterwards brought to 
A. D. 656. bear with a success which corresponded to their utmost expectations. 

Whileaffairs continued in the same crisis, Ehnif thesonofKaiss or Keyss, 
ossufSl. who bore so conspicuous a part in the final reduction of the Persian em< 
pire, and esteemed one of the craftiest among Arabs, suddenly quitted 
Bassorah at the head of six thousand of his followers, and encamped at 
some distance from the town, in the Wandy iissebbaia, or desert of wild 
beasts: assigning as his reason for this unexpected procedure, the repug¬ 
nance which he felt to engage in hostilities against the conzin of his pro¬ 
phet; and conceiving, that under such a*pretext he should be able to 
conceal his true design, which was to preserve some kind of neutrality 
until fortune should have decided the contest, and then to submit to the 
tnurnphant party. Previocis to the commencement of hostilities he obtained 
a private interview with Ally, w hom, if he thought it desirable, he imme¬ 
diately offered to join with ail who had attached themselves to his fortunes; 
but that which he proposed as the measure best calculated to promote his 
interest m a more effectual degree, was to admit of his remaining separate ; 
by which it would be in his power to restrain a body of, at least, thirteen 
thousand veteran warrior-s, from drawing their swords in the cause of the 
enemy. Of the two alternatives. Ally chose the latter; in consequence 
of which, nutnerous parties from among the Uenni Temeim and lleiini 
Saud, including many the Aul-e-khundiic, or heroes of the ditch, won 
over by the influence of the son of Keyss,* detached themselves fr(»m the 
insurgents, and withdrew to the Waudy ussebbaia. The ileniii £zd would 
probably have followed the example, bad not their chief Kaaub the son of 
Sowr, who held the office of Kauzy of Bassorah, been prevailed upon, 
though with considerable difficulty, by the assuasive eloquence of Ayaish- 
ah, to declare himself at last in favor of her party. 

The armies had now remained encamped in the neighbourhood of each 
Other for several days, and the endeavours of such as had been employed 
to bring about a peaceful adjustment of their differences, appeared on the 
eve of success, when an unlooked for alarm, in a moment disconcerted 
every arrangement for accommodation. This originated in the contrivance 
of those conspirators against Othman, who, proscribed the camp of Ally, 

* The heroes of the ditch were those, who, witli Mahnmmed, associated to defend the 
igitrenchments round Medeinah. Vide Sale’s Kor&n» Vol. ll, page 379. 
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watched an opportunity to put a period to the friendly correspondence A.H.XXXVli 
* which seemed on the point of reconciling that prince to his enemies.' In A. p. 656. 
pursuance of a plan already agreed upon, they accordingly took horse, and Rouzut 
on the side wbjch lay towards the encampment of Ally, one morning before uisufll. 
day, fell suddenly on the outskirts of that of the insurgents; among whom, 
by a random discharge of arrows in every direction, they created for a short 
time the utmost consternation and disorder. The immediate conclusion 
was, that under cover of the night, the troops of Ally were approaching to 
surprise the camp, under which impression Telhah and Zubair hastened to 
arrange their army for battle; alleging, what they asserted to have hoen 
their unvaried belief, that the son of Abhtauleb, whatever his professions, 
could never be induced to divest himself of his natural disposition to vio¬ 
lence and bloodshed. In the mean time, having succeeded in their object, 
the conspirators withdrew before those who had flown to arms to repel the 
danger, with some loss in killed and wounded, towards the encampment 
of Ally, through which they proceeded to spread a similar alarm, that the 
whole force of the insurgents was approaching to the assault; and as a 
corresponding sentiment prevailed here, with respect to the sincerity of 
the opposite party, it was as easily converted into an argument of the con¬ 
firmed and reiterated perfidy of Telhah and Zobair. Ally became, therefore, 
on his part not less anxious that his enemies might not find him unprepared 
for the impeqding conflict. 

His troops were arranged on this occasion in seven divisions, each dis- 
tinguished by a particular standard, and consigned to the direction of one 
of his bravest commanders. On the return of day, Malek Ashtur and 
Auddy the son ofHautero, appeared before Ally in behalf of the authors 
of the alarm, soliciting permission to devote themselves in his cause; which 
he did not conceive it prudent to decline. Auddy received charge of one 
of the principal divisions, and the intrepid Malek Ashtur assumed the com. 
mand of the right wing of the army; the left wing being entrusted to the - 
discretion of Aumar Vausser. A particular division, composed of the most 
distinguished of the Koraish, and of the prophet’s auxiliaries and others 
natives of Hejauz, was placed under the orders of Abdullah Abbas, perhaps 
•8 a body of reserve. On the part of the insurgents, Sherjeil or Sherrajeil 
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A.H.XXXV1. commanded the hone, and Abdullah Zobair waa general of the foot, 'thft- 
A. D. C56. names of the other commanders it could not be interesting to repeat, although 
Rouzut some of them eminently distinguished in the annals oflssldm. Ayaishah 
asBufta. was seated in a kind of litter or cage, secured for the occasion by strong 
pannels on the sides, and fixed on the back of a camel covered with mail, 
of extraordinary size and speed, with which, on her departure from Meccali, 
she had been presented by Yauly the son of Mii!mneiah, the deposed lieu« 
tenant of Yemen. 

He had now compleated the disposition of his troops, and the sun had 
issued from the (‘hambers of the eastern horizon, when Ally presented 
himself, between the embattled fronts of the two armies, mounted on the 
white mule of the prophet; and having desired that hostilities might be 
mutually suspended while he spoke, proceeded to unfold a few of those 
circumstances which seemed to demand his public and solemn avowal, 
previous to the last and irrevocable appeal to the sword. He once more 
expressed his sincere regret that his endeavours to reclaim, and bis advati> 
ces to conciliate, had been met by his enemies in the garb of injury and 
defiance ; and his equal surprise and indignation at the conduct of'L'eihah 
in particular, who had now the eftrontery to stand forth the avenger, after 
having contributed so notoriously by his influence, to the death ofOthman. 
He appealed to the God of truth and glory, whether the actions of this 
man could be fairly reconciled with any principle of reasoa or justice; 
since, if it was admitted that Othman was in truth a tp'mity it behoved 
him on every consideration to unite with bis destroyers.; as. much as, sup* 
posing the martyred prince to have been the oppressed and injured party, 
he was bound by every principle of duty, while the suffering monarch was 
still living, to employ those'means in his defence, which were now so tardily 
and ostentatiously called into exertion. But all other considerations apart, 
there was one simple truth which he challenged his utmost ingenuity to 
controvert; the perfidious violation of that engagement, by which he had 
publicly and solemnly bound himself to obey the authority of Ally ; for 
which the latter supplicated the Almighty to bring upon him a just and 
unretarded rernbutioii. Then turning to his followers, Ally called upon 
them in animating language to a chearful exertjon ot their prowess against 
an atrocious faction, which, by its accumulated guilt, had justified the 
utmost severity of chasttfemeat and retaliation ; which, in aggravation of 
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the unprovoked infraction of treaties, bad augoiented the sun of its tni« A.H.XXXVi[« 
' quities by the barbarous and ignominious usage, shewn to the loyal gover- A. D. 656L 
nor of Bassorah; by its sacrilegious waste of the public treasure; and by 
the unrelenting massacre of the virtuous Hukkeim.ben Hailah, his brother 
end son, and many other believers who had endeavoured by flight to save 
themselves from a sanguinary pursuit. He desired them to reflect that 
death was that obdurate inquisitor, whose search, neither the inmate of 
domestic repose, nor the way-worn traveller had ever been able to elude. 

He besought them to balance the singular felicity of a glorious exit on the 
field of battle, against the disgrace and infamy of an ignominious flight. 

And he called upon that Almighty power, at whose disposal lay the hreath 
of the son of Abitauieb, to witness how much more cheerfully, for his part, 
he should yield his life to the sword, than on the ignoble bed of rest. He 
did not, however, forbear to remind his brave compsuiions, that those who 
appeared in hostile array against them, included among their number some 
of the most illustrious members of their common faith, who, in their adora¬ 
tions of the deity, directed their eyes to the same sacred Keblah; he 
therefore charged them to abstain from hostilities until compelled to act in 
self defence, when they might repel force by force, and the blood of the 
assailants would rest on their own heads; and he further admonished 
them in no case to pursue those who fled, or offer molestation to the 
wounded. Thisgenerosity of soul, which, like the immortal Julius, appears 
to have been the brightest feature in the character of Ally, may justify 
the couplet in which the historian here apostrophizes his memory: “ How 
shouldst thou exclude thy friends, who regardest thine enemies even 
with the eye of compassion.” 

In the same intermediate spare between the armies, a conference now 
ensued betwixt Aliy and the two leaders of the insurgents, Telhah and 
Zobair; at which, when, in reply to the interrogations of Ally, Telhah 
alleged, as the grounds on which they had taken up arms against him, his 
having brought together from various parts of the empire, those seditions 
hords, who had dared to imbrue their hands in the blood of Othrnan ; and 
that it had therefore become the duty of every honest MCtssulman to unite 
for his dethronement, as the principal instrument in the destruction of 
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A.H.XXXVI. that Injured prince; Ally indignantly demanded with what assurance they 
A. D. o56. could urge such a plea, with the blood of Othman still reeking upon their 
Uouzut swords ? Hut in order to remove every doubt on such a subject, he now 
uiAufl'a. publicly challenged them to come forward, and solemnly imprecate the 
divine vengeance, on the heads of such us were justly chargeable with a 
guilty participation, either in will or deed, in that odious transaction. This 
they thought proper to decline ; and when Ally proceeded to reproach 
them, with their wanton disregard to the prophet’s memory, in their 
scandalous exposure of the relict of his bed, so inconsistent with those 
arrogant pretensions to justice and decorun^i which they presumed m set 
up for themselves; they positively averred, tltat so far from being influenced 
by any solicitations or intreaty on their side, the conduct ot Ayaishah hud 
been entirely actuated by her own private regard for the public good; he 
subjoined with some seventy, the remark, that all things considered, the 
actions of Ayaishah, adverting perhaps to former indiscretions, bes|)oke 
the necessity of some one to regulate them, far beyond any of tliose for 
whose welfare she aOected so much ostentatious zeal. Before they separ> 
ated on this occasion, however, though Telhah continued inflexible in his 
hostile resolutions, Ally, by recurring to the intimate frieudsliip. which 
had ever subsisted betwixt them during iho life of the prophet,and to a pre¬ 
diction of the latter, that, notwithstanding their apparent cordialitv, the 
period was not very remote when Zobair should be found in arms on the 
side of injustice, against the man for whom he then professed such 
unbounded friendship, drew from this personage a solemn oath, that in 
consequence of what he had now brought to liis recollection, he never 
would contend against him. With which assurance, Ally rejoined his 
loyal associates, to whom he related the circumstances of this conference, 
together with that of the fresh engagement by whicii Zoliair had thus 
again so solemnly bound himself. 

On the other hand, Zohair hastened to Ayaishah, and in terms of appar¬ 
ent contrition, proceeded to lament, that after a life of undeviating recti¬ 
tude, from early infancy to the present moment, he should at last have 
engaged himself in this scene of inauspicious warfare. With some surprise 
Ayaishah demanded, what might be the object of such a remark ; when 
Zobair recounted in explanation what had just passed in the conference 
with Ally* declaring, without reserve, that hiS share io the enterprise wa^i 



231 


to be entirely ascribed to the treachery of hia memory; aod that he had, 4.H.XXXyii 
Ihereforc, us the only reparation, resolved immediately to quit the army. 

Upon this declaration of his father’s, Abdullah ^bair sarcastically observed, Houzut 
that the true cause of a resolution so unseasonably adopted, was not to be 
sought for in the recapitulation of an idle story; but in the terror which he 
had suffered to' take possession of his mind, at the appearance of those 
warlike and undaunted spirits who had marshalled themselves under the 
banners (»f the son of Abhiauleb. For his own part, hlja determination was 
unalterably fixed, never to ieaji^e that field, never to relax in the prosecution 
of hostilities, until that judge, from whose decision there is no appeal, 
siiould have determined between them and their enemies, Irritated 
beyond measure at the disgraceful reflection conveyed in this remark, 

Zobair furiously assailed the front of Ally’s line, and having thrice pene¬ 
trated the ranks, wilhoqt, howeves, wounding any one, he rejoined his 
own, observing to his son, that the instances of hardihood, of which he had 
now set him an example, were not often exhibited by men who laboured 
under the impulse of fear. Abdullah persisting, nevcnhelesis, to dissuade 
him from witlidrawing from the field, and by alarming his pride tp engage 
him in the approaching conflict, he demanded upon what principle he 
could dare to. imbrue his hands in the blood of Ally’s adherents, after the 
solemn pledge he had given to the contrary. To this Abdullah replied, 
that the repiedy was very easy. That the emancipation of a slave, by w^y 
of expiatory atonemonl, would be sufficient to relieve him from any ern- 
l>arrassment under which he naight labour on that subject. So th,at over¬ 
come at last by shame and importunity, Z^)hair again yielded to their 
wishes; and giving freedom to one of his slaves, conceived himself once 
more at liberty to unite in the. hostile designs of thp party. 

Although every eirciiiiist.ince had sufficiently contributed to confirm 
lhai aversion, which prevailed among Ilia enemies, towards every measure 
ol accotnuiodatioii, Ajiy U' the very last moment appeared to experience a • 
decided repugnance to the effusion of Mussulman lilood; he, therefore, 
determined to muVe one final experiment, whether a superstitious feeling 
might not be reiidertd instrumental towards ,a reconciliation which he 
seemed at least so anxious to promote; for this purpose he inquired if there 
was any one among his faithful followers, who would undertake at the risk 
of life, to present himself tp the adverse ranks, and warn thpni to return 
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A.H.XXXVI. thefr allfginnce, by an appeal to the sacred pages'of the Kor&n. A person 
A. D. 6'}G. of the name of Mosslem immediately offered himself for the service; and 
Hou2ut having passed over to the enemy’s front, proceeded to discharge his 
nssuftL instructions, by admonishing them to recede from their unwarrantable 
designs, by that sacred manuscript which he held uplifted for their con¬ 
templation, when the right hand which bore it was severed fretm his arm, 
by one of the infatuated multitude; seizing his sacred charge with .the 
remaining hand, he was of this also immediately deprived by the stroke of 
another scimitar; pressing it, however, to -his bosom, with the iiuitilated 
remnants, he continued his faithful exhortation, until finally dispatched by 
the swords of the enemy. His body was subsef|uently recovcre<l bv his 
Triends, and prayers pronounced over ii by Aliy in person, after which 
taking up a Iiandilil of dust, and scattering it towards the insurgents, that 
prince knprecated upon them the retribution of an avenging deity. Yet 
the troops of Ayaishah had repeatedly charged their adversaries before any 
attempt was made to retaliate upon them ; Ally with an extreme forbear¬ 
ance of disposition, still calling upon Ayaishah, as she reg.irded (he modesty 
of her sex, to reflect, whether those were enemies whom she thus persisted 
in devoting to slaughter. 

The fury of Ally’s followers was, however, now wrought up to that pitch, 
beyond which it could no longer be restrained. And accordingly drawing 
their swords, and pointing their spears, they rushed impetuously to the 
combat, which was supported on all sides with e.xtraordiriary fierceness and 
animosity. Alarmed by the horrors with which she beheld herself sur¬ 
rounded, Ayaishah, at last overcome by her apprehensions, in treated 
Kaaub the son ofSofir, who led her camel, to throw himself between the 
contending armies, and by an appeal to th^ sacred rode of their cranmon 
religion, endeavour to suspend the effusion of blood. Unfortunately for 
himself, Kaaub hastened to comply with her intreaties; but his voice no 
sooner saluted the ears of Mahek Ashtiir, than, apprehensive lest the 
generous spirit of Ally might be imposed upon by the artifices of the 
enemy, to consent to a suspension of hostilities, that chief determined to 
silence him fiirever, and accordingly put him to death. In the heat of ihe 
action, Aumer Yausser was encountered byZobair; but the latter, though 
he perceived an opportunity of striking a mortal blow, suddenly rocollfcting* 
a prediction of the prophet, ** that Aumer should die by the hand of a 



febel/’ restrained hisftrro» and withdrew to another part of the field. And A.HJCXXVI. 
\ve now find it related, that Zobair no sooner ascertained that this venerable A. p. 636. 
personage fought under the standard of Ally, than he took bis final resolu- Rouzut 
tion to abandon the cause of the insurgents; having heard Mahommed usniffit,:. 
declare, “ that truth and justice would ever be found on the aide of 
Aumer.” 

However this may have been, after fluctuating for soma time in hi# 
resolution, Zobair at last totally quitted the scene of slaughter^ and tools' 
the road towards Hejau2. in his- way, he was nec^arily to pass through 
that part of the adjoining desert, which Ehnifthe son of Keyss had choset^ 
for his encampment. As he was, in all probability, intently watching the 
appioach from the field of battle^the son of Keyss perceived .and recog¬ 
nized him at a considerable distance, and one of his followers was imme¬ 
diately desired to ride after him, and obtain some intelligence of the posturO'’ 
of aflairs with the armies. Amrfi the son of .Termfiz, which was the name 
of the person employed to procure this .necessary information, overtook 
Zobair about tbe hour of meridian prayer; and saluting luni by hi» name, 
desired to know how matters stood with the troops of Ally and Ayaishah 
when he quitted the field. Zobair told him in reply, that when he left 
them, the armies were engaging with the utmost fury ; but he evaded the 
question which followed, as to the reasons which induced him to retire 
from the conflict. They continued riding side by side for some little time 
longer, when Zobair intimated tfiat, us it was about the hour, he was desir¬ 
ous of discharging the stated duties of his religion, and demanded, as on 
his part he should without scruple pledge himself to forbear from any 
bust lie attempt, whether he might consider the assurance to be mutual. 

Amrfi replied in the affirmative. Nevertheless, while Zobair was engaged 
in his prostrations, the perfidious ruffian seized his opportunity, and with a. 
single stroke of his scimitar, dispatched him. Then stripping him of his 
armour, he took possession of his horse and sword, and conveyed the whole ' 
to the camp of Ally. Such, at the age of fifty-seven, was the fate of 
Zobair; to which it may benecessary to add, that being the son of Saffeiah 
the daughter of Abdulmbtleb, he was of course the couzin german both of 
Aliy aud of the prophet, of the latter of whom he is said to have been the 
inseparable companion in all his battles; and according to the Sbiinies, he 
was the first wlio drew bis sword against infidels, in support of tbe doctrine^ 
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A.H.XXXVI. of his patron. Thfe murderer experienced however from Ally a very differ- 
A. D. 656. ent reception from that which he had probably taught himself te expect. 
Rouzut For when the arms of Zobair were presented to him, that prince no sooner 
nesuffS. recognized the scimitar of his unfortunate rival, than he greeted the 
destroyer of the son of SafTeiah with the hopeful prospect of a compensa¬ 
tion in reserve for him in the region of everlasting punishment. On which, 
in the bitterness of disappointment, Amrfl reproached the Khalif as the 
curse of his country; since the most zealous in his cause, and the most 
determined in hostility, seemed equally destined to the remuneration of 
eternal misery; and having thus given vent to his indignation, he imme- 
'diately quitt^ his presence, and ran upon the point of his own sword. 

In the mean time, becoming apprized that his associate had withdrawn 
from the field of battle, Telhah too clearly evinced a disposition to follow 
his example; which attracting the attention of Merwaun, (whose presence 
in the action, is now for the first time announced to us) and awakening in 
his bosom that spirit of revenge for the part which he bore in the ctuispi- 
racy against Othman, he embraced the opportunity for which he had lung 
watched, to give it gratification, and with the point of an arrow pierced 
his leg, and fixed it to the stirrup leather. Fainting with the loss of blood, 
and incapable of preserving his scat on horseback, Telhah called upon one 
of his attendants to mount behind and support him in his arms ; in which 
position, perceiving that his strength was rapidly on the decline, he desired 
that he might be conveyed to the city, declaring his .conviction that the 
wound was mortal. He became, however, so faint and exhausted with 
pain and loss of blood, before he could reach Bassorah, that the slave was 
compelled to take him from his horse, and lay him down among the ruins 
of an old building. In this condition he appeared aware of his approach¬ 
ing dissolution, and a horseman who passed along the road, attracting his 
observation, he requested that he might be called to him. The stranger 
proved to be one of Ally's adherents. On which the expiring chief desired 
that he would stretch out his hand while he renewed his pledge of allcgi- 
once to that acknowledged lord of all true believers; and this being com¬ 
plied with, the soul of Telhah instantly took wing to the mansions of 
eternal rest. This circumstance was subsequently, by the soldier, com¬ 
municated to Ally, who affirmed, that without such a final proof of repont- 
«nt submission, the Almighty was unwilling to receive thcfsoul of Telhah 
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fnro paradise. He felt ae the age of sixty-two; had embraced Tsal&m at A.H.XXXTL 
twenty-three, and was couzin to the Khalif Ai)6 Bukker. His son- A'< D. 65 ^ 
Malioinmed was also among the slain in this celebrated battle. Rousiit 

Having so far digressed, in some measure, from the main subject of hiC ttnafft* 
narrative, the historian returns to that period of the action, Ih which 
Kaaub the son of SoOr is noticed to have fallen by thchandof Malek Ashtuf* 
when the tribes of Beiauziah and £zd closely encircling the camej of 
Ayaisbah, with undaunted firmness opposed themselves to her assailants. 

The invincible resolution exhibited in the detneanor of this determined 
band, did not long escape the observation ofAlly; and he accordingly directed 
Auddy the son of Hautem, and Aumer Yausser, to Unite With Malek 
Ashtur in an exertion to destroy them. On the other hand, Amrfi the 
Bon of Yathreby, whose station was on the right of the troops of Ayaisbah, 
perceiving the movement which thus menaced the centre, called out to 
the soldiers who followed his standard, that these were the murderers of 
Oiiiman, and that a noble opportunity of revenge was how before them. 

Having readily assented to obey his directions, he placed himself at their 
head, and gallantly led them to the charge. The sword of Aumar Yausser, 
however, soon finished the career of Amrfi. The fury of the battle seemed 
to be now concentrated round the camel of Ayaisbah; whose howdedjeor 
canopied litter, pierced in every part by innumerable arrows, exhibited, 
according to onr anthor, the bristly appearance of the porcupine’s back. 

The reins of her ci-mel were alternately held by the Median Arabs, reciting 
or rhanting pieces of poetry; and it is asserted, that of the Benni Beiauz¬ 
iah alone, not less than two hundred and eighty lost a hand on this 
occasion. The contest was still maintained with indescribable obstinacy, 
and, as a proof that the prowess of Ally himself had ample scope for exer¬ 
tion, we are told, that his celebrated two edged sword, zdifekkanr, was 
bent with repeated use. Neither ere the names of other gallant chiefs 
pai-sed unrecorded, who fought and bled on this memorable day. Among 
these, the brave and faithful Malek Ashtur is entitled to distingnished 
pre-eminence: perceiving Abdullah Zobair holding the reins of Ayaishah’s 
camel, this intrepid soldier rushed upon him and threw him to the earth j 



22Q 

A.H.XXXVI. but Abdullah nt the flame time forcibly grappling* with him, and catling 
A. D. (isb'. out to liifl associates, ** that Maick was about to put him to death,” he 
llouzut was coiiipelicd to forego his advantage and consult his own safety; ever 
lusulid. afterwards, ascribing his deliverance from almost certain death, to the omis« 
sion of the surname of "Aslitur,” by which he would have been more iin^ 
mediately recognized by the enemy, who crouded to the rescue of their 
leader. 

The day had now attained the hour of noon, when Ally, convinced from 
observation that so long as the camel continued to exhibit a rallying point 
to the defenders of Ayaisliah, the fate of the battle must remain in suspense, 
signified his desire to Saud the son of U1 Auss, Mahommed the son of Ahl^ 
Bukker, Malek Ashtur, and Keyss the son of Saud, that their eilorts might 
be directed todispersc those who,suriouiided,and tobringdown the animal. 
After repeated and desperate assaults, Malek Ashtur succeeded at length 
ill forcing a passage, and immediately struck o£F one of the camel’s legs. 
The animal pieserved its posture, notw'ithstanding, erect and unmoved. 
Another log was struck off equally without effect, and Malek Ashtur, 
under an impression of astonishment and awe, was hesitating whether he 
should proceed, when Ally drew near and called out to him to strike 
boldly, though the noble animal might appear to be under the care of a 
supernatural agency. Thus stimulated, Malek smote the third leg, and 
the camel immediately sunk to the earth. It is at the same time observed 
that this exploit has lieen ascribed by Abfi Haneifah of Dainofir to Ayss 
the son of Sayeibab, a noted citizen of Kufab. At any rate, the litter of 
Ayaishah being thus brought to the ground, Mahommed the son of Ab(^ 
Bukker w'as directed hy Ally to take charge of his sister, and protect her 
from being injured by the missiles which still flew from all quarters. 
The sou of Abft Hukker drew near accordingly, but introducing his hand 
into the houdedje or litter, and happening to touch that of Ayaishah, she 
proceeded to load him with abuse and execration, demanding what 
reprobate had presumed to stretch his hand where none but the prophet’s 
had hitherto been permitted to intrude ? Mahommed replied, that though 
her nearest in blood, it was her bitterest enemy. Ret'ogniziiig, however, 
the well known accents of her brother, the apprehensious ol Ayaishah 
trere speedily dispelled* 
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The conflict now censed ; and Ally perceiving that fortune had decidedly A.H.XXXVI, 
' declared in his favor, the. firstt>bject of his attention was to remove Ayaishah A* 
from the field of battle to the house of Safieiah, the widow of Abdullah Rouaut 

the son of Kholf nl Khozz&ey, one of those who had fallen in a personal luauflli* 
•contest with himself in the course of the day. His next care was to with* 
hold his followers fiom pursuing the fugitives and to protect.lhc wounded 
from further injury. It was then proclaimed that fhose who laid aside 
their arms, and retired to their houses, should be safe from molestation; 
and finally, that all property captured from the insurgents, arms and 
horses excepted, should be delivered up and lestored to the proprietors. 

Some one among his adherents objecting to the inconsistency of that species 
of forbearance, which affected to spare the property while the blood of the 
vanquished was so liberally sported with ; and further alleging, that, as in¬ 
fidels, they had forfeited all claim |o such an exemption ffom the laws of 
war; Aliy denied that they were to be considered as infidels, that (hey 
had ratlier sought to esi'ape from infidelity, however mistaken in the means. 

It was then dem anded, if they were not atheists, and to this he replied, 
that he believed the name of God to be but seldom invoked by the lips of 
an atheist. And being lastly required-to declare by what character those 
men were to be most properly designated, against whom he had so recently 
called upon them to take up their arras, he said they were to be consi* 
dcrc>d as misguided brethren, unhappily se'duced into rebellion. But as a 
conclusive argument, he desired the person who had thus presumed to 
call his conduct in question, to explain upon what principle of law or 
decorum it would be justifi ible to include in the list of bond women, the 
condition to which all rapt ves from a common enemy were iiidiscrimi- 
natt ly condemned, that person whom they had all agreed to dtstinguish 
l)y the title of Mother of tlie faithful.” This appears to have silenced 
every cavil, by awakening the more generous spirit of compassion fur the 
tiiiforiiiiiate. 

The battle of the camel is stated, according to the generality of histor¬ 
ians, to have been fought in the second month of Jummaiidi,* of the year * 

thirty-six; and the number of die slain, as far as these statements are to be 

* Cocreapooding to ibe month of December, A. D. fisS. 
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A.H.XXXVI. relied upon, amounted on the side of Ally to three thousand, and on that 
A. U. 65G. of the insurgents to seven thousand men. Among the chiefs who fell into 
Rouzut the hands of the victors, not the least distinguished, was the obiioxioug 
ttfsufiil. Merwaun, and with him two sons of the Khalif Othman, Aiiirtl and S&eid, 
and AtnrOi the son of Sueid ul Auks ; all of whom, if the importunities of 
Aumar Yausser had been attended to. Ally would have immediately 
condemned to death. An act of sanguinary vengeance, from the stain of 
which, however repugnant it proved to the future interests of his cause, 
this Khalif preserved his reputation unblemished; declaring, that he could 
never prevail upon himself to devote to perish by the sword tliose, who 
though become bis prist ners, respected the same KebIah, especially when 
impressed with a sense of contrition fur their errors, He further predicted 
to Merwaun, when brought before him, the accession of his children to the 
supreme authority, and the calamities which they were destined to bring 
upon the religion of Mahommed, All which waa afterwards too truly 
accomplished in the persons of Abdulmelek and Sfdiman. Having allow'ed 
himself a short respite after the toils and anxieties of the field of battle, 
Ally now entered Bassorah; and proceeding to the principal mosque, there, 
publicly offered up bis grateful praise to the pure source of all power, after 
which he did not, however, forbear to expatiate with cunsiderahle severity 
of censure on the recent folly of the citizens of that place. 

At the expiration of a reasonable interval. Ally, communicated by Abdul, 
lah Abbas first, and subsequently iiy Malek Ashtur to Ayaishali, his 
desire that she would prepare for her Journey to Mcdeinah ; which pro¬ 
ducing, however, no other effect than mutual reproach and recrimination 
between the parties, and this being a point from which, for sundry reasons, 
he found it impossible to recede, he repaired in person to the palace of the 
Benpi iJaleb, where she resided. Here he was condemned to encounter 
the bitterest reproaches from the sorrowing relict of Abdullah the sou of 
Kholf, formerly alluded to; who addressing him as the murderer of the 
prophet's friends, ardently supplicated that God Almighty would make his 
children fatherless, in the same degree as her’s had been rendered so by 
his means. The Khalif made her no other reply, than that if he justly 
merited the epithet which this lady had thought fit to apply to him, the 
inmates of that house, pointing to one in which Abdullah Zobuir and uthert*. 
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of the wounded in the late battle lay concealed, would not have been ao tong a.H.XXXY|« 

suffered to survive their defeat. Then passing to the apartment of Ayaish- A. p. 656 , 

ah, he required as a proof that her repentance was sincere, that she would Rouaut 

immediately prepare for her departure; an alternniive against which, he UMufflW' 

assured her there was no remedy, as his determination was governed by 

8 prediction of her husband’s, by whom he bad been instructed when triuro* 

pliant in the war excited against him byoneof his wives, to send her home; 

that home was Medeinah, But whatever were the arguments of 

w’hich he availed himself, or whatever the reluctance of Ayaishah to com* 

ply with his demands, she thought fit at last to consent to the journey, hep 

brother Mahommed being selected as the properest person to conduct her. 

A retinue, composed of some of the women of Bassorah, apparelled as men, 
by direction of Aliy, formed a part of the escort, particularly employed in 
attending her person. This circumstance, as the reality continued during 
the journey to be withheld from her, afforded a constant subject of com¬ 
plaint ; until on lier arrival at Medeinah, she discovered the delicacy of the 
imposture, when she became as liberal in her acknowledgements, as she 
hud before shewn herself in her reproaches. 

With respect to the motives hy which Ayaishah was actuated in her 
hostility towards Ally on this and other occasions, it would be unnecessary, 
w'ith our author, to enter into circumstantial detail. It will be sufficient 
to remark, that by the Khalit himself, when interrogated on this subject, 
her conduct was ascribed principally to that unappeasable jealousy, with 
which she had ever beheld the affectionate and intimate intercourse, which 
bad subsisted, from the earliest period to the last moment of existence 
betwixt him and her husband; as well as the decided preference with 
which on every occasion, be seemed studious to distinguish him above all 
bis assuefutes, not evnepting his father in law, the just and virtuous Abh 
Bukkor. But there was one striking circumstance among those which he 
enumerated, suHicient, without exploring for other motives, to produce in 
the breast of a femule, less vindictive than Ayaishah, a considerable 
accuinulutiuii of animosity and aversion. When on a eertain memorable 
occasion,* she had fallen notoriously under the jealous suspicions of the 
prophet on one of his expeditions, and be appeared irresolute as to the 
measures he was to pursue. Ally declared without reserve, that if h« 

V Yi4« Sale’s Kjr&n, Vol. il. page 188 and following, in the note* 
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A.H.XXXVI. entertained flie slightest doubts as to her fidelity, there were womeft 
A enough in the world to substitute in her place. In short he advised him* 

Rouiuit to separate from her. When, on ihe other hand, after admitting a variety 
1 IMUJ 1 &. of circumstances which entitled Aliy to the highest distinction among 
Mussulmans, some of those circumstances not the most delicate in the 
world, her followers very naturally demanded of A\aiahHh what then had 
impelled her to espouse the cause of his enemies ? She burst into tears, 
and ascribed her behaviour to that inscrutable destiny, by which ail human 
actions are irresistibly influenced to right and wrong. That she was since 
■ perfectly sensible of her errors, and that she had now with unfeigned peni¬ 

tence, submitted to the justice of an olFeitded God. Neither was her con¬ 
cern in the war of the camel, if these accounts are to be relied on, ever 
afterwards spoken of by Ayaishah, without the most sincere and unalFected 
regret. 

The reduction of Bassorab and its dependencies, being now complcated, 
the government <>( that province was conterred by Ally upon his faithful 
kinsman Alxlullah Abbas; at the same time, in consideration of his singu¬ 
lar talents, and exquisite skill in penmanship^ Zeiaiid the sou of Semineiab, 
better known under tlie succeeding authority of Maiiwtnah, by the name 
ofZeiaud ben Omraeyah, was appointed to execute the fund ions of that 
government, as the deputy of Abdullah. On a former occasinu, it will be 
recollected, that the province of Y'emen had alreatly heem bestowed upon 
Abdullah Abbas; Malek Ashtur could therefore not forbear expressing a 
seiJtinient of disgust and disappointment, that the labours of the sword 
should be his only lot, while distinction and honors were reserved for the 
sons of Abbas. Tor this apparent neglect, Malek, under an impulse of 
«udden resentment, quitted the armj ; w'hiie, on the other hand, appre¬ 
hensive, that in his present disposition of mind, he might proceed to 
excite commotion, and detach the people of the country from their yet 
precarious allegiance, the Khalif set off with the utmost expedition, for the 
purpose of averting from his cause, the irreparable injury which it was likely to 
sustain from thedefectiotioftliisintrepid coieftain. Havirigfortuuatelyover- 
taken, he condescended by the must flattering explanations to convince him 
^ that the most cogent and iinporiant reasons could alruoe have operated to pro¬ 

duce his exclusion from the recent nomination to provincial governmeutsv 
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that the advantageof his personal services could notbedispensed with ih that A.RXXXVT* 

arduous ciiterprize, which he had in immediate contemplation, against the A.p.6fl6. 

h.iiighty Mauweiah, and the abettors of his ambitious projects in Syria ; 

and for this, he accordingly offered to invest him on the spot with the chief usiuffk. 

and exclusive command of the army ; with the entire confidence, by the 

aid of those talents and exertions, of which he had experienced such 

repeated proofs, of bringing the affairs of his empire to the most speedy 

and prosperous issue. Easily won over by these assurances, Malek Ash* 

tur as readily apologized for his abrupt departure, and having been thus 

entirely reconciled to his patron, he accompanied him to the city of 

Kfifah ; for which, as the future metropolis of his government. Ally had 

already left Rassorah on the fifteenth of iiudjub,* having long since deter* 

mined never more to revisit Medeinah. 

* 6ib of JanuBiy, A. D* fiST, 
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[EFOEE vre enter more immediately into the subject of the war against 
Mauweiah, it becomes necessary to pursue the course of the narrative 
in describing some of the methods put in practice by that artful prince, in 
order to enlarge the circle of his power; already rendered formidable by an 
authority long since uticontrouled in Syria, and by the character and 
influence of many distinguished individuals, %vhom the circumstances of the 
death ofOthman had either attached to his cause, or placed under his pro¬ 
tection. It would appear, that when Obeidullah the son of Saud SCirrudje 
quitted Egypt, in order to defend the person of his sovereign, while 
besieged in his palace at Medeinah) the government of his province seems 
to have devolved on Mahommed the son of Al)h Khozzeifah ; the latter one 
^of the martyrs in the war against Mosseylcmah. It will also he recollected, 
that on his accession to the Khelaufut, the government of Egypt had been 
conferred by Ally on Keyss the sonofSaud Ebbaudah; and it remains tostate, 
that previous to the arrival of this latter to take possession, Amrh Auss had 
been employed by Mauweiah, either to seduce or circumvent the son of 
Abh Kliozzeii'ah ; whose person, at a conference, near Cairo, to which, 
under the most friendly pretext he had bei'ii invited, he treacherously 
seized upon, and immediately conveyed into Syria. Here he continued 
for some tune a prisoner in irons t but the consort of Mauweiah, being, as 
it happened an uncle's daughter, he received from her, concealed in a ser¬ 
vice of victuaU, a file, with which he removed his fetters, and succeeded in 
eflecting his escape. This proved, however, the means of hastening his 
death ; for being shortly afterwards pursued, and discovered in a cave to 
which he had fled for shelter, he was immediately put to the sword by the 
officers of Mauweiah, lest the same influence of consanguinity might again 
operate to rescue him from his fate. 



On taking possession of his government, a consideration of present exi- A.H.XXXvr. 
’ gencies had, it seemed, prevailed with Keyss, to acquiesce in the partial A. D.6ay. 
submission only of a powerful body of the nobles of the province, who, Rouzut 
while they readily agreed to the payment of the usual contributions, vssuSl 
expressly withheld their final acknowledgement of the authority of Aliy, 
until such time, as he should have brought to justice the authors of the 
death of Othman. And in this imperfect state of obedience the govern¬ 
ment of Egypt continued, when the expedition against the insurgents at 
Bassorah was brought to a successful termination. It became, however, 
to Mauwciah a matter of serious embarrassment, when he reflected, that 
while the enterprising spirit of Ally was to be opposed on thd side of the 
Euphrates, he must be no less on his guard against the designs of Keyss 
from the westward. lie therefore determined to try the effect of those 
talents for intrigue, which formed indeed his highest qualification, in 
seducing the governor of Egypt from his fidelity; not reflecting, subjoins 
our author, that the truly brave and good must ever be proof against the 
shallow arts of cunning and fraud. At a very early period, however, Mau- 
weiah, with these views, transmitted letters to Keyss, in which, after stig- 
inati/ing the guilt of those, to whose cruelty and injustice the virtuous 
and inofl'ensivc Othman had fallen a victim, and in which*he maintained 
that Ally had so deeply and notoriously participated, he professed there 
was nothing he more nnxiously desired than that the son of Saud, who had 
also too mncli to acensr- himself of with respect to this nefarious transaction, 
should at last return to a full sense of its atrocity, and unite with him in 
the prosecution of a just vengeance against the perpetrators. But lest he 
might he led to suppose that he looked for his support without the most 
ample and liberal compt'iisation, He now freely offered him not only 
every thing that cr.uld satisfy the views of present ambition, but for the 
future, when success should have crowned their wishes, the splendid and ' 
lucrative government of Arabian and Persian Irftk. 

To these insidious proposals, Keyss appears to have cautiously replied, ' 
that the being from whom no secrets are hidden could witness, that as far 
as lie was himself concerned, he had never in any shape, either abetted 
tlie adversaries, or assented to the death of Othman; neither was he pos- 
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4.HtXXXVI. iessed of any knowledge that Ally could be Justly accused of any shape In 
A. D. (i57. stimulating the people to that melancholy transaction. At all events, the 
Rouzut point on which he seemed so desirous obtaining his concurrence, 
uflsutfa. was of loo serious importance to be determined'^ upon, without very 
mature reflection. In the mean time, he mi^ht rest assured, that nothing^ 
should be attempted on his part, obnoxious to the views of Mauweiab. 
From this answer the latter was at no loss to perceive that he was temporize 
iiig^ and he accordingly sent to acquaint the governor of Egypt, that he 
should not be the dupe of his artiflees; ami that without further prucrasti** 
nation, he must declare himself either his friend or hisenenty. Upon this, 
Keyss, concfuviiig it no longer necessary tv) withhold himself from avowing 
the genuine sentiments of his mind, without further reserve expressed hia 
surprise and astonisliment, that Mauweiah should ever have entertained 
an expectation so absurd, as that he should on any consideration be induced 
to declare himself against those just and superior pretensions to the sover¬ 
eign authority, which, not less from transcendent merit, than consangui¬ 
nity, resided in the person Ally : &nd the more particularly, when such a 
declaration should be solicited in favor of a man whose character in every 
point of view stood exactly the reverse. Heaven therefore forbid that 
ever he should pngage in rebellion against a person so august, or associate 
himself in a confederacy so truly diabolical as that which he bad the pre- 
sMipption. to propose. 

Thus foiled in his attempt to corrupt the fidelity of Keyss, Mauweiah 
now changed his plan of attack, which he next directed in order to accom¬ 
plish an interruption in the confidence which had hitherto subsisted 
between him and his acknowledged sovereign; in which, heat length too 
well succeeded. To attain this point, he took frequent occasion to mention 
in the presence of his court, that however in his public communications, 
the governor of Egypt might boast of his attachment to the son of Abfi- 
tauleb, he had in private given him the most friendly and zealous assurances. 
But as a further proof, be should, only direct their atteutiou to the conduct 
which he pursued towards Bayezzid the son of Hautetb, and the other 
ebiefo of bis province, who still openly withheld their allegiance from Ally: 
but whom he continued, notwithstanding, to treat with kindness and 
moderation. He then produced a letter, from which he pretended to read 
0n assurance on the part of Keyss, ** that when the period of hostilities 
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**shnut() anivet he would be the fint to join him against all hia .enemies.** A.H.XXXtr* 

Theae, and other discoursesof a similar tendency, were industriously con» D- tisy. 

veyed to Kfkfah, and ultimately created in the mind of Aliy, some suspicion Rousut 

that the lieutenant of Egypt held an improper correspondence with his tuiufil* 

adversaries; which he communicated to Mahommed the son of Abft 

Bukker and his nephew Abdullah JaufTer. These resolved on deliberation, 

that if he could no longer look with confidence to the fidelity of Keyss, it 

would be prudent to supersede him; but before he proceeded to such 

an extremity, they recommended it as advisable, to adopt some expedient 

of bringing his obedience to. the test; and for this purpose, nothing appeared 

to rhein better calculated than an order to enforce the immediate aubrois* 

siun of the seceding nobles; and in case of obstinacy, to put them to the 

Sword. If he conducted himself with prompt obedience, it would be very 

well: if, on the contrary, be attempted to procrastinate, there was noth* 

ing to prevent his relieving himself from any apprehensions which he might 

have entertained on the subject, by sending some other person to take 

charge of the government. 

To this plan, the Khaiif subscribed his approbation, and the necessary 
orders, in concurrence, were immediately dispatched to the son of Saud. 

The lieutenant of Egypt represented, in reply, the difiiculty and danger of 
carrying such orders into execution at the present crisis, when the strength 
and influence of the party wore so manifestly superior, and their adherents 
in the province so very numerous. He suggested the further impossibility 
of aiteudiiig ill the smallest degree to any other object, if his bands were 
once emhairassed with an undertaking so hazardous; and he concluded by 
recommeiidiiig a continuance of the temporizing measures which had 
hitherto been so successfully pursued: and that the friends of Othinan 
should he sufierod to remain without molestation, until a favorable oppor¬ 
tunity should arrive for making use of eflfectudl coercion. Unhappily, this 
recominendatiuri, however apparently dictated by circumstances of snuntl 
policy and personal information, had an immediate tendency to confirm 
the suspicions, which had already.made too deep an impression on the mind 
of Ally ; and he was therefore the more easily prevailed upon by thecnuii- 
lels of bis uepliew Abdullah, or Mahommed Jaufler, to transfer the gowetk* 
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A.H.XXXVI. rnent of Egypt to Mahommed the son of Abd Bukker; who was, it aepms^ 
A. D. f)57. a brother by the same mother of Abdullah .lander’s. This measure was 
Itouzut acc:ordiugly carried into immediate eflect, and the superseded chief was 
H&sufl'j. constrained to return to Medeinah, loaded with grief and mortification. 
Ill this state of mind, llussaiin the son of'Thaubol, who at the same period 
laboured under some trivial circumstance of discontent with Ally, 
Conceived be might venture to assail Keyss with reproaches, for the active 
pari which he accused him of having borne, in the conspiracy against the 
late Khalif; and for which, he averred that his present treatment was not 
more flian the retribution which he justly deserved. These reproaches^ 
the degraded lieutenant retorted with indignation and contempt, charging 
the bearer of them, blind aa he called him in heart, as well as eyes, to quit 
his presence without delay, for there was nothing but the consideration of 
that bloodshed which would be the conse(|ucnce betwixt their respective 
tribes, to prevent him on the spot from relieving liis shoulders from 
their burden. lu a similar strain, the irritated feeliiii's of Kevss 
were attacked by Merwaun; with an effect, however, more decidedly 
unfavourable to the cause which he intended to serve, since it determined 
him to an immediate reconciliation with Ally, whose banners he accord- 
jiigly followed to the plains ot Seffein ; the iniprudeiit zeal of Merwaun 
on thi.s occasion, giving so much uneasiness to Mauvveiah, that he subset 
quently declared, in terms of inliiiite disapprobation, that had he sent an 
army of one hundred thousand nicu to join the standard of his adversary, he 
would have done his cause a much slighter injury than it must now sustain 
from the reconciliation thus precipitated with Keyss. 

It appears however, that when Mahommed the son of Abu Bukker had 
])rnniulgatcd his letters patent, and seated himself in the governmeut of 
Kgypi, lie proceeded, as if in direct contempt of the example of his pre¬ 
decessor, to offer to the party professing themselves to be the friends of 
Othman, llie choice of two alternatives; either to acknowledge the author¬ 
ity of Ally without further delay, or quit the province. But as they 
resorted to the former pretext of being suffered to suspend their fealty* 
until affairs should be finally determined, the son of Ahq Bukker refused 
to accede, and immediately detached one of his principal commanders with 
such a force as he thought sufficient to compel their submission. They 
Miade however a brave and resolute defence, and repulsed the officer with 
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disgrace and loss. A second detachment was marched against tbeni) and A.H.XXXVL* 
experienced a similar discomfiture. The lieutenant of Egypt now con- A. D. 657 , 
ceived it expedient, before matters were precipitated to more pernicious Roiuut 
extremities, to report the recent failures to his sovereign ; and Ally per- usiulft, 
ceiving that he must fur the present consent to dissemble with his enedties* 
instructed the son of Abfi Hukker to give them no further molestation ; 
until tiuie should furnish an opportunity of acting against them with a 
better assurance of success. Thus rendered sensible by experience of the 
impolicy of immediate coercion. Ally became aware of the prudent fore¬ 
sight which appeared to govern the conduct of Keyss, and of the insidious 
arts by which he had been too easily led to incur the odious imputation of 
having re(|uited with disgrace, the services of a faithful minister; and 
he therefore omitted no testimonies to convince him of the sincerity of 
bis concern, for having consented to-the unjust supersession. At d siib- 
se(|uenl period it will be seen, that Mauvveiah, when his authority over 
the Syrians had been confirmed by the inauspicious compromise of arbi¬ 
tration, found means to employ a sufficient force in Egypt, to cfiect the 
destruction of the son of Abu Linkker, and subvert the authority of his 
rival. 

In the preceding pages it hath been already noticed, that, upon the 
death of Otiimaii, when Ally became possessed of the throne of Mahom- 
lucd’s successors, many of the citizens of Medeiiiah on a suspicion, either 
real orafTected, that he was deeply implicated in the murder of the third 
of the Klmliis, withdrew into Syria ; where, on their arrival, they exerted 
ev’ery argument to awaken a spirit of revenge and hostility in Mauweiah, 
and the denizens of that part of the empire. To this, tlio bosom of Mau- 
weial) was already snflicieiUly predisposed, from a conviction that no rea¬ 
sonable accominudatiuu could possibly take place between him and Ally ; 
he bad therefore the less scruple in immediately and openly declaring 
against the authority of that prince, lii the mean time his attention was 
iiurerniltiiigly applied to associate the people of Damascus in bis treason¬ 
able designs against their legitimate sovereign. One of those expedients, 
to which lie had recourse in order to effect his purpose, was to exhibit 
every k'riday to the people assembled for divine worship at the principal 
inoS(|uc, the mutilated hand of Naylah, and the blood stained robes of her 
husband, aii ihc detested proofs of Ally’s sanguinary machinations. All 
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Ail.XXXVI. tvhich rtprmtcd lo pnwerfuny upon the indignmit palsions of the Syriaii 
A* U. 6)7. warriors, that tht'y aulemiily atyiired the use of the cooling springs and tho' 
"^Koiizut indulgence of soft repose, until they had avenged the blood of the unoifend- 
imuffa. ing Oihman. About the same period, Ainrii Aiiss iuid quitted his retreat 
ill Pdestine, and repaired to Damascus t and conceiving that the device was 
capable of being turned to much greater advantage, intimated to Maiiweiah 
that he judged ill in exposing these objects too frequently to the public eye. 
That the robes ofOthman and the hand ofNa^lali instead of being rendered 
cheap by constant exposure, should be reserved for exhibition on the m<«l 
solemn oecasions only; and particularly for the day of battle, when they 
were calculated to produce the most violent clToct on the minds of the 
soldiery. Of this hint Mauweiah readily availed himself; the sacred 
reiiqiU’S being accordingly deposited in a place of security until one of 
those occasions should occur, on which it might be usefui to exhibit them 
t» view. 

Of the motives by which Amrtt was actuated, in espousing the cause of 
the friends of Othinan, notwithstanding the recent injiirn'S which he had 
experienced from the party, it is observed byway of explanation, that when 
the commotions which preceded and produced the death of the late Kha* 
Ilf at Medeinah were at their height, that chieftain very prudently retired 
into Palestine; where he continued until affairs had terminated in the 
accession of Ally. During his residence in Palestine, he is said to have 
consulted one of the natives of the country, who, according to the absurd 
prejudices of those and other times, professed to penetrate into the events 
of tuturity, as to the fate of Othman, which he predicted as it was likely 
to ensue, lie further foretold that he should l)e succeeded by a person 
whose virtues would be without parallel to the end of time, but who should 
notwithstanding, be cut off by treason, before he should be able to aecoin-* 
plish the extension of his authority to every part of the empire ; and that 
the sovereign power would then devolve on him who now exercised the 
functions of government in Syria, alluding of course to Mauw'eiah. When 
part of this prediction was fulfilled in the death of Oihman, Amrfi advised 
with his sons Abdullah and Mahnmmed, the one distinguished for his 
unsullied virtue, and the other for his undaunted valour, by both of whom 
he had been accompanied into retirement, whether their interests would 
be best promoted by hastening to the service of Aliy at Medeinah, or to 
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join the ftandard of bia opponent at Damascus. They declared, without A.H.XXXVf, 
fteaitatioii in favour of Ally, whose superior claims, both in point of descent A. D. 6sr. 
and personal merit, were, they conceived, sufficiently conspicuous to direct Roozut 
bis choice. After some deliberation, Amr(k proceeded to mnark, that vnofflL 
Ally had, without dispute, the advantage of ail his cotemporaries, in as 
much as it must be acknowledged he surpassed them all in splendour of 
talent, and every generous and manly virtue. But there waa one reflec¬ 
tion which he found it impossible to disregard, in forming hia judgment 
on the occasion. I'his was, that dazzled by tlie lustre of his own consci¬ 
ous superiority, Ally seldom condescended to avail himself of the abilities 
pf other men. It was therefore not difficult to conceive, that, however 
unremitting in their exertions, to whatever dangers they might be exposed 
ill encountering his adversHries, or to whatever sacrifices they might sub¬ 
mit in associating with his friends, the attainment of any object of &ir and 
honorable ambition on their part, would continue as remote as ever. To 
this Abdullah rejoined, that the decision of cour^ rested with himself; but 
with him there was no question, that an adherence to the cause of Ally led 
to the attainment of eternal happiness, while an alliance with Mauweiah 
must finally terminate in error and disappointment. 

Rejecting the salutary counsels of his sons, Amrfi was determined by the 
bias of his own unprincipled ambition, to which he was probably further 
impelled by a superstitious reliance on the predictions recently adverted 
to: and in pursuance of such resolution, he proceeded immediately to 
Damascus ; where, after encountering some further expostulation on the 
part of his family, he was received on his arrival by Mauweiah, who rejoiced 
in this accession of influence, with distinguished respect. His two sons 
he had compelled by an exertion of paternal authority ta accompany him^ 
although nothing could prevail upon Abdullah in particular to reconcile 
himself to the cause which his father bad espoused; he even contemptu¬ 
ously rejected the presents of Mauweiah, with a stern message to remind 
him, that he was but little authorised to display his liberality at the cxpence- 
of the indigent disciples uf Issllim, over whose property he possessed no 
fight of disposal. 

Subsequent to the death of Othman, the province of Jezzeirab, or Upper 
McM)p(»tamia, comprehending several cities then of considerable strength 
gnd opulence, had, either through the influence of his power or intrigues, 
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AiHiXXXVi. lubmittcd to the euthority of Mauweiuh. Before Ally could, therefore, 
A, D, 657* prudently proceed on the enterprize, which he meditated against the Syrian 
Rouzut territory, it became necessary that he should adopt some means of securing 
himself against any diversion in the former quarter. The zealous and faiths 
ful Malek Ashtur was the person whom he now selected to preside over, 
end expel the troops of his opponent from that country. The prefecture 
of Harran, the principal town, was held at this period, under Maiiweiah, 
by Zoliauk the son of Keyss, the Kohrian ; and this chieftain, on intelli* 
genee of the approach of Malek Ashtur, dispatched for aid to the inhabi* 
tants of llakkah, a neighbouring city not far from the Euphrates; and 
having received from thence a reinforcement of choice troops, he marched 
out of Harran to give battle to the invader. He was, however, after an 
obstinate conflict, which continued one whole day, entirely deft;ated, and 
driven for shelter within the walls of the city, which was immediately 
invested by the conquerors. To raise the siege of 1 fiirran, Abdurraihman 
Uie son of the celebrated Khaled next advanced at the head of a numerous 
force, consigned to his directions by the lieutenant of Syria; but Malek 
Ashtur was no sooner apprized of his approach, than he quitted the siege, 
and hastened to meet him. Another severe conflict ensued, in which 
victory again declared for her favorite Malek Ashtur, who pursued the 
flying enemy until his troops were satiated with slaughter; when he led 
them straight before Aakkah, to wiiicli he now laid siege. 

While Malek Ashtur was engaged in his operations before this latter 
place, Mauweiah, on intelligence of the disaster which had befallen Ab¬ 
durraihman, resolved to equip a third and more powerful army, of which 
he gave the command to Aimen the son of Khozzaim, of tlie tribe of 
Assud; whom he directed to join Zohaiik the governor of Harran, and with 
united force, after relieving the garrison of Hakkah, to expel the troops of 
Ally in their turn from within the limits of Jezzeirah. Having effected his 
Junction with Zohauk with apparent facility, the people of the country 
flocked from all quarters to the standard of Aimen ; so that elated hy a 
contemplation of the multitudes by which they W'ere now surrounded, 
the two generals hastened towards Rakkah, in the entire eoiifidenee of 
victory. The brave and experienced Ashtur, unterrified by the bruit <^f 
superior numbers, decamped from before Rakkah, and resolutely led his 
ftquadrons to meet the enemy. After a third most desperate conflicU 
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victory still adhered to the atandarda of Ally, and the Syrians, disgracefully A.H.XXXVI. 
6verthrown, fled in the utmost dismay towards Damascus,, leaving the A. U 697 . 
whole country at the discretion of the conqueror, by whom it was pillaged Rouiut" 
and laid waste without mercy, wherever he found that the natives were usiuiflL' 
adverse to the authority of his sovereign. These signal successes appear to 
have rendered Malek Ashtur complete master of the territory between the 
Tigris and Euphrates in this quarter; an event of which he did not fail to 
adopt the speediest means to convey the intelligence to the Khalif at Khfah. 

The repeated confirmation which had reached this prince, on recent as 
well as former occasions, with respect to the determined hostility of Mau- 
weiah, had long since induced him to assemble round his person, all the 
chief members of the community of Issldm who acknowledged themselves 
in a state of allegiance to his authority. And he now, in presence of a 
general assembly of the people, after* expatiating, with ail the eloquence 
which was natural to him, on the dark and malignant falsehoods by which 
the Syrians had been seduced to declare against him, proceeded to describe 
from the letters of Malek Ashtur, the unsuccessful exertions which had 
been made to oppose his authority in Jezzeirah; and, that not yet sufli- 
ciently admonished by his repeated and disgraceful discomfitures, the 
ambitious Mauweiah was again assembling the whole force of his province, 
for the express purpose of an immediate and direct attack on the person of 
him whom (hey bad chosen for their sovereign. However, lest any means 
should be left unexplored, by which this misguided man might yet be 
brought to reflect on the fatal tendency of his designs, he had it in contem¬ 
plation, with their concurrence, to address the haughty Mauweiah by 
letter immediately from himself; in the hope that he should still be able 
to avert the mischief which otherwise impended, by awakening in the 
mind of his antagonist a just compunction for the past unwarrantable hos¬ 
tilities. This equitable proposal on the part of the Khalif, was received 
with general applause, with an expression of entire confidence in the jus¬ 
tice and wisdom of his views, and the unanimous assurance of the assembly 
that the dictates of his authority would ever experience from them a spirit 
of obedience, not less dutiful than had been shewn to the ordinances of 
the prophet himself. After some further deliberation, a letter, in the fol- 
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A.H.XXXVI. lowing terms, was accordingly prepared by the pen of Ally, From 
A. D. Ally the servant of Grod, and commander of the faithful, to Mauweiali 
jtouzut “ the son of his kinsman.* It behoves thee to be apprized, that when the 
vMufTit. ** two distinguished orders, the coexiles and assistants of the prophet, at 
Medeinah, had pledged their allegiance to my authority. It became 
equally binding on thee, however absent from the spot, to submit to that 
** authority, since those, who from an impulse entirely voluntary, thus 
** united for my elevation, were precisely the same persons that, on former 
** occasions, decided for the supremacy of my predecessors, Abllt Uukker, 
Omar, and Othman: but when it is moreover considered, that even the 
body of those present, exclusively of the two distinguished orders just 
** mentioned, were withheld from taking any share in the proceedings, 
much less, could those w'ho were absent be authorized to dispute such 
elevation. With regard to the death of Othman, that is a difficulty not 
** easy to explain: those who profess to give information on such a subject, 
** arc as blind men; and those who receive it, must consent to be included 
among the deaf. Peradventure, the authors of his destruction were thoso 
“ by whom his conduct was criminated, and the party who stood forth in 
his defence were doubtless influenced by a generous attachment for the 
person of the unhappy monarch. However, to shorten the argument, 
the unanimous concurrence of every class of that society, of which, 
although absent, thou art a member, in subscribing to my elevation, should 
“ have taught thee to reflect, that the man who persists in opposing liim- 
self to power thus lawfully constituted, widely transgresses the sacred 
“ boundaries of truth and justice, and stands confessed, the abettor of his 
“ own detriment and dishonor; while he, who pivdently abstains from 
“ every proceeding of a tendency to treason and hostility, must be allowed 
to consult his real and substantial welfare. At all events, propriety 
“ demands that on this subject, thou shouldst freely furnish me with the 
“conclusions which have prevailed in thy own mind. Farewel.” 

llejauje the sou of Orreiah, the ansaur, the person selected for the 
conveyance of this letter, proceeded without delay to Damascus; aqd hav¬ 
ing on his arrival obtained admission to the presence of Mauweiab, appears 

* Accordingly as the original word which is here thus rendered, is written with eithei S, 
it may signify, magician^ the diinrl, or relative ; the latter has lieen adopted, as most Goiisi$tei;ijl 
in an adless, tke professed object of which is supposed to be conciliation. 
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to have discharged his trust, if indeed any such objects could have been A.H.XXXVI. 
seriously proposed by the transmission of such a letter, in a manner but A* D. 65Z» 
ill calculated to promote the purposes of peace and conciliation. In the Rouzut 
course of that conference which took place on the occasion, and probably uuuifi. 
ill remarking on the affected zeal expressed by Mauweiah, to avenge the 
death of Othman, the envoy of the Khalif could not be restrained from 
demanding with some appearance of justice, and in a tone of reproach, if 
he was not one of those men, whom, in the hour of distress, the murdered 
monarch had implored for aid against the tumultuous factions which sur¬ 
rounded him ; but whom, in contempt of every obligation, they basely 
abandoned to his fate. Enraged at a freedom of speech, perhaps so little 
expected, Mauweiah commanded him to quit his presence and leave 
Damascus immediately ; for after such a specimen of arrogance, he was 
not to indulge himself with the expectation, of being the bearer of either 
letter or message from him ; this was reserved for a servant of his own, 
who should be close upon his footsteps. Hejauje aceordingly quitted 
Damascus with some precipitation, and returning to Khfah, communicated 
to his sovereign the circumstances of what had passed between him and 
the IkMiieiiant of Syria. 

The determined animosity thus manifested to the world, by the dis¬ 
mission of Ally’s messenger without a reply, afforded to Wullcid the son 
of Aukkel)ah, a degiec of malignant satisfaction, which he did not pretend 
to di>iguise ; and he accordingly gave a loose to his long smothered hatred, 
by writing to Mauweiah an epistle, in which he stimulated him by every 
argument of amliition and revenge, to prosecute his hostile designs against 
tin: riglitful successor of the prophet. The countenance which he received 
from this personage, appears to have removed from the mind of Mauweiah 
every remumiiig trace of compunction ; and in the plenitude of theexulta- 
tit.ii, occasioned by this circumstance, he determined by the method in 
which he acknowledged the receipt of the Khaiifs letter, to evince the 
utter derision and contempt, in which he held his advances. For this 
purpose, he caused two slips of pditjhmcnt of*extraordinary length, to be 
joined together, and having folded them up, and sealed them, without 
the insertion cf a single word, he dispatched the curious packet to KOfalii 
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A.H.XXXVT. with this simple superscription, “ From Mauweiah the son of Abi Sofley? 

A. U. 657 . “ an, to Ally the son of Abiitauleh,” by a person of the tribe of Aiss, 
Uouzut whom he selected as well for his singular audacity, as uncommon powers 
o&suHu. of elocution, charging him at the same time with the delivery of a verbal 
message to his competitor. 

The arrival of this man filled thejnhabitants of KAfah with extraordinary 
expectations, and a variety of conjectures, regarding the object of his 
mission. Being conducted to the presence of Aliy, and having announced 
himself a messenger from Mauweiah, he produced the singular scroll 
of which he was the bearer. On its production, the assembly were at 
first impressed with an idea, that the Syrians had acknowledged the author* 
ity of Ally, and that the packet contained the names of such as had 
pledged their allegiance to him: their surprise and disappointment may 
therefore be well conceived when, on disclosing the packet foltl after fold, 
it presented nothing more than a slip of paper entirely blank. When Ally 
proceeded, upon this, to demand if he bad nothing to coiiuniinicatc with 
respect to the disposition of the Syrians; the messenger declared in n'ply, 
that of every denomination, there were fifty thousand men assembled about 
the robes of Othman, whose cheeks and beards had never been dry from 
tears; nay, whose eyes had never ceased from weeping blood, both day 
and night, from the hour of that prince’s atrocious murder; that they had 
drawn their swords with a solemn pledge never to return them to the 
scabbard, nor cease from mourning, until they had extirpated allconci'rned 
in that detested transaction; that this sentiment was raised to such a 
pitch, that they left it as a solemn bequest to their descendants, to prose¬ 
cute their vengeance to the last extremity ; that the very mothers taught 
it as a lesson, and instilled it as the earliest principle into the minds of 
their infant offspring, that they were to revenge the blood of Othman. 
And in short, that the execrations hitherto confined to the common enemy 
of the human race, were now transferred by the Syrians to the murderers 
of that lamented prince. Here, Ally desifing to be informed to whom they 
pretended to ascribe the u^ed, by wAich this load of odium had been 
incurred, was told by the messenger, that he himself was one; on which, 
the Khalifs endurance being pretty well exhausted, he indignantly 
exclaimed, *'Dust in thy throat, presumptuous miscreant what share had I 
** in the guilt of Otliman’s death One of the JBenni Aiss, who was 
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also present in the assembly, but whose breast glowed with far other sen* A.H.XXXTE 
’ timents than those which issued from the lips of his countryman, now A. D. 637. 
called out from among the croud, addressing himself to the messengen Rouzut 
that such a being as he was, reflected but little credit on the discrimi- . uMuilik 
nation of Mauweiah, who could employ so contemptible a wretch as 
the organ of his communications; that nothing could be more vile and 
detestable, than the language to which his slanderous tongue had dared to 
give utterance: or be a parallel to that audacity, with which he had 
attempted to intimidate the exalted and princely Ally, and the illustrious 
associates of the prophet's glory, by the alleged assemblage of a banditti of 
idiotsabout the robes ofOthman; which, after all,were no more the raiments 
of Joseph, than the tears on which he had expatiated so eifectedly, were 
the tears of Jacob. But if his master meditated war against the legitimate 
sovereign of the believers, there w^s here but one opinion of the issue ; 
for tliat the arm of an almighty providence would in all exigencies be 
assuredly extended for the support and protection of Ally, and would 
never fail to give him the victory over all his rebellious adversaries. 

At tills conjuncture, perceiving that some of his attendants were pro- 
reetliiig to use violence against the messenger, Ally interposed his authority, 
observing, that .with the wise and good, the person of an ambassador would 
ever he sacred from injury. Which instance of unexpected magnanimity, 
though ill itself nothing very marvellous, seems to have operated like the 
influi lice of magic on the messenger of Mauweiah, who immediately stood 
up, and addressing himself to the Khalif, now declared, that to the present 
moment, misled by the odious terras in which he was uniformly spoken of 
by the Syrians, he had ever held him in the bitterest enmity; having how¬ 
ever at last tasted the happiness of seeing and conversing with him; having 
been a witness to his fascinating eloquence ; but above all, to this instance 
of substantial and unparalleled clemency, there was hence forward noneupon 
earth to wlioin he should bear a more faithful or affectionate attachment^ 

He was now thoroughly convinced of the abyss of error in which the 
Syrians were iramerged, and of the truth and rectitude of that path which 
was measured by his footsteps, and those of his followers. He then 
solemnly swore, that for the future he would, voluntarily, never separate 
from the person of Ally, nor ever acknowledge the authority of any other 
sovereign to his prejudice; and concluded, by repeating some lines com- 



m 

A.H.XXXVI, prtBf’cl on tlio spot, which implied the departure of the ejcecrated Manwoiah 
A, D. 657. troni the lint* of rectiludi*, and the stoadinesT of Ally to the principles of 
Rouzut the true faith. These circumstances wcrespecdily conveyed tothe lieutenant 
u«u0il. of Damascus, and affected him w*ith equal surprise and mortification ; 
neither did he forlu’ur to express his regret that ho had been induced, by 
a consideration of Ins talents and eloquence, to employ a man, who was 
capahle of furnishing such important intormation to his antagonist; and 
whoso industry would doubtless, Ire exerted to aggravate those animosities, 
wliieh, in a degree sulficienlly inveterate, already subsisted on either side, 
However, when he. found that tlie reinrn of his ambassador was no 
longer to be expectc*!, M.mweiah next ehoso from among the natives of 
Arabia Felix then resident at Damaseiis, a certain religious f.inaMc or 
devotee, for the purpose of conveying ti) Miy a letter, concciveil in liie 
following offensive terms : When the supreme bc;ing selecied bis clioscu 
“prophet from among the best <>f mankind, hi* gave hnn also fomi t!ie 
“ flower of Arabia, those whom he had destiiu’d for Ins auxiliaries in tlic 
“divine mission, of which he was the agcait. Of these, the propliet’s 
“immediate successor, the righteous Abfi Bukker, was, without dispute, 
“ the W'isest as well as the most virtuous. Next in succession, followed 
•• lliC sagacious Umar, aud the martyred Otlmism ; all of whom, it appears 
“ to have been the object of thy undeviating stud\g to impede and embar- 
“ ras in every measure. But thy malevolence towards the latter, seems to 
“ have surpassed thy jealousy of the fornn;r, in the same degree ns it was 
“ tliy lot to be more closely united with him by the ties of consanguinity. 
“ His most virtuous actions were by thee exhibited in the garb of the most 
“ odious criminality ; and after exciting, by thy devices, a barbarous con- 
“ spiracy against his authority, it was left for thee to tear asunder the 
bonds of nature, and basely abandon him to the most cruel assassinatitm, 
“ in the very'quarter of thy own immediate residence. Of thy withhohU 
“ing from thy injured relative that assistance, which the united obligation* 
“ of duty and of blood solemnly demanded, we seek no stronger proof than 
“ that the very authors of the atrocious parricide are at this moment 
“ retained among the most distinguished members of thy court. To 
“ remove the foul suspicion, it is therefore incumbent on thee, and I 
“ solemnly require at thy hands the immediate surrender of the inurdertrs 
“ of .their sovereign, that the retribution which they have so justly merited., 
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^ may be returned into their own bosoms. If not, there remains between A.H.XXXVf, 
me and thee, no other alternative than the sword. For it behove thee A. D.6sr 
** to know, that 1 shall never cease to pursue the assassins of Othman, by Romm 
sea and by land; that I will never taste repose until 1 Shall either have uieiil. 
“accomplished their destruction, or fallen a victim to my just revenge." 

Such was the epistle which Mauweiah conceived himself warranted in 
addressing to the established chief of his faith, and of which his ambassador 
adventured himself to be the bearer toJK^h. To the latter, however, the 
extraordinary sanctity of his charactH^clusive of Ally’s sacred regard 
for the law of nations, was a sufficient pledge of safety; and he was 
accordingly received on his arrival with every mark of kindness«and liber¬ 
ality. At the first public conference to which he was admitted, he bore 
ample and voluntary testimony to the transcendent qualifications of person 
and mind, which gave to the princely Ally a claim to the sovereignty, far 
above that of any of his competitors. But he also knew, that the unoffend¬ 
ing Othman had l)een the victim of injustice, which was the argument on 
which Mauwciah rested his cause. The perpetrators of the murder were 
suffered, moreover, not only to reside within the walls of his palace, but 
even composed a principal part of Ally’s court. Neverthefess, if be could 
prevail upon himself to deliver up to punishment the persons of these 
obnoxious individuals, every pretext for litigation and hostility would be 
immediately and entirely removed. To this the Khalif replied, that he 
had telt himself disposed to give him full credit for superior sagacity and 
every endowment of the understanding; hut he must be allowed to demand 
what sort of being Mauweiah conceived himself, that the authors of the 
death of Othman should be placed at his discretion ? Perhaps it would 
be more becoming in him to unite with the associates and protectors of the 
prophet’s exile, in acknowledging that just and legitimate authority from 
which he' had so long withheld his due submission. The friends and 
family ofUtIunaii might then be regularly assembled, and an opportunity 
furnished to establish their accusations, against such as, they affirmed to 
have participated in the guilt of hi| death ; and a just and rightful Khalif 
would not fail to determine between them and the accused, according to 
the dictates of their holy law. At the expiration of a few days, the legate 
was snlfered to take his departure for Damascus, and shortly afterwards an 
envoy on the part of Ally followed with bis reply to the letter of Alauweiah; 



A.H.XVXVI, which w cAiiticlerably 6 br)dg;ed, wo ahAll inaort aubatantially, in tho worda 
A. D. oar. of the Habeib usseyr, 

Hai)oib “I have received thy letter, and cannot forbear remarking, that all tliou 
u>ieyr. ** hast thought ht to communicate with regard to Mahommrd, that most 

** excellent of created beings, whose virtues must be known to the extre- 
^mities of the east and west, and to the character of his distinguished 
successors, is already too clear to need the rehearsal of thy pen. To me 
indeed it is only matter ofsurpi|e, Mauweiah, that in all this marvellous 
detail, thou hast cautiously avoioed the most distant hint at the trans- 
“ cendent mercies of God, exhibite d towards mvself and the other members 
“of the prophet’s immaculate family. Tiiy panegyric upon others, 1 can- 
“ not perhaps describe more properly, than that it would be just as profit- 
“ able to carry dates to Hidjer, or onions to Kcrmann. But in truth, 1 
“should be glad to be informed what object all this superfluous recital is 
“seriously intended to produce. It cannot surely have entered thy brain, 
“ that the son of Abfttaulebcan ever have forgotten the numberless virtues 
“ of the immortal Milstafla. What can it possibly avail thee to expatiate 
“ on the spotless character of Ab& Bukker ? What advantage or what 
“ lustre does it shed on ihee, if Abb Bukker and Omar were good, and 
“ wise, and great? If Abb Bukker acquired the appellation of righteous 
“ or faithful, he derived it from the testimonies which he truly bore to the 
“ unrivalled pre-eminence of my family in the advancement of the faiths 
“ and to the ignorance and refractory spirit of our adversaries. With 
“ respect to Omaf, is it necessary for me to remind thee, that he established 
“ his claim to the honorable appellation of the “ discertiing” by discrimi- 
“ nating for Mosslems the important distinction between truth and error: 
“ and if we are again constrained to refer to the name of Othman, doubt- 
“ less, if his intentions were just and virtuous he will enjoy his reward ; 
** but whether or not, such is the boundless ocean of divine goodness, that 
“ we cannot despair of his reception to mercy. Again, 1 ask thee, son of 
“ Hindot what can be thy design in dwelling with such ostentatious zeal 
“ on these illustrious names ? Am I cpnstrained to remind thee, that the 
repudiated, and the offspring of the repudiated are both pronounced to 
V be in a state of reprobation ; and that the descendants of the reprobate 
“ have been proscribed from interfering in the concerns ef the companions 
“ and coadjutors of our immortal prophet ? It would become thee better, 
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to restrain thyself within the limits of ihy condition; to check that A.H.XXXV& 
**over-^weening ambition which hath ui^ed thee to obtrude thyself into AfD. 657 . 

‘‘ matters in which thou art in no respect qualified to interpose. For my Rouzut 
** own part, I can witli conscious pride appeal to the foundation of all good, lusufflu 
whether among the Mohaujer and Ansaur I am not entitled to the same 
exalted pre-eminence, as the divine MCkstafFa possessed over all the pro- 
phets. Am I to believe it possible that thou shouldst be blind to the 
** superior glory of my kindred in the catalogue of the martyrs? Must 1 
** bring to thy recollection the names of my couzin Obaidah the son of 
“Hdreth, who bled in the field of Bedcr; of my uncle Hamzah the prince 
“ of martyrs, who fell at Ohud, or of my brother Jaufier, who died by the 
sword of the infidels at Mfitah ? But why should we refer to departed 
excellence, when the very unbelievers associated in my cause must be 
** pronounced in all respects so much superior to the most distinguished 
of thy party. In this place, were it not that God hath interdicted his 
“ faithful servants from the vanity of self applause, 1 might, perhaps, not 
** otherwise unseasonably, introduce some notice of those numerous excel- 
“ lencies which have shed such untarnished lustre upon ray family, and in 
“ terms from which no true Mahommedan could for a moment withhold 
“ his belief. The apparent escape from thy recollection of the illustrious 
“ deeds of my performance has however in some degree rendered the vain- 
“ glorious recital unavoidable. Once more, son of If inda, be advised to 
restrain thy ambition, lest I should be provoked to the disclosure of 
« odious and fearful truths. Check thy too aspiring soul from the pre- 
sumption of setting thyself on an equality with one of the miraculous 
“ productions of the Creator’s wisdom; with one whom he hath endowed 
“ with such surpassing knowledge of his mysterious works; with one 
“ who assures thee, that it is the overflowing of his benevolence towards 
his fellow creatures, that hath alone withheld him from foregoing long 
since all intercourse with man. As to thy presumptuous and insolent 
“ demand with respect to the murderers of Othinan, 1 tell thee plainly 
that the right of avenging his blood, of all men least resides in thee; 

** neither is there any thing in this world further from my intentions, than 
** the surrender of their persons to thy mercy. Nevertheless, if the child- 
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** ren of Otbman demand justice on the destroyers of their father, they 
** shall receive it to the utmost limit. But shouldst thou still object 
“ that my influence is too powerful to expect such an act of justice at my 
“ hands, 1 again repeat, that if thou wilt in the first instance acfiuiesce in 
*' the united decision of the prophet’s most distinguished associates and 
** auxiliaries, in favor of my authority; and then produce in my presence 
those concerned in the death of my predecessor, 1 pledge myself, that 
they shall sufler such punishment as the law of God and the traditions 
*‘of his prophet may ordain. But in what language am I to express my 
“ astonishment at the intimation conveyed by the concluding sentence of 
** thy letter: “ that for me and for my friends thou hast nothing left but the 
** sword” ! Son of that savage fiend who devoured the heart of my uncle 
fJamzah ! from whom didst thou learn, or where didst thou experience 
that the race of Abdulmfitlub ever avoided a conflict with their enemies, 
*' or shrunk from the decision of the sword ? Check thy impatient ardour 
** until 1 approach ; thou wilt then too soon behold the glittering of those 
** scimitars, which are yet reeking to the hilt with the blood of tliy brother; 
“ of thy paternal and maternal uncles; of thy mother and most of thy 
** kindred. For the residue, victory is at the disposal of that Almighty 
being, who controuls the issue of events. Farewel.” 

This letter was conveyed to Damascus by Termah the son of Auddy, We 
cannot however omit to observe, that in substance, though it materially 
diflers from that which is recorded by the author of the llouzut ussufla, 
we have chosen to introduce into these pages that which we find in asub^ 
sequent writer of established credit, as more concentrated, and direct in its 
reference to the letter of Mauweiah. But whatever the nature of its con¬ 
tents, the bearer of it acquitted himself o.f bis mission with spirit and 
fidelity, and pleaded the rights of his sovereign with such extraordinary 
circumstances of intrepidity, that several writers have conceived them of 
sufficient importance to be recorded at length ; he returned, notwithstand¬ 
ing, without producing any remarkable eflect upon the migds of either 
Mauweiah or his followers ; and communicated to theKhalif the result of 
his embassy, and of the observations whioh he had an opportunity of mak-« 
ing on the state of affairs in Syria. Among the chieftains employed under 
the authority ofOthman in administering the affairs of the distant provinces, 
and whom, on his accession. Ally had summoned to submit to his govern* 
saent> were Jerreir the son of Abdullah U1 Bekheli, and Aishauth the son 
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. of Iteyss Ul Kendi; the former in cliarge of Hamadaun, and the adjoining A.H.XXXVI^ 
mountainous districts; and the latter, in that of Azerbaijaun. Both of A,D.6S7. 
these, subsequent to the battle of the camel and the reduction of the insur- Rouzut 

gents at Bassnrah, had, however tardily, submitted to Ally, and were now usraffl. 
present on the return of his last messenger from Damascus. 

Notwithstanding the repeated failures which he had experienced, and 
his entire conviction of the determined blindness and inflexible obduracy of 
Mauweiah, the mind of Ally continued to revolve on further expedients to 
induce his antagonist to acknowledge his authority, without resorting to 
the last irrevocable appeal, lie now, therefore, at a consultation with his 
most confidential adherents, proposed that some one from among the most 
distinsfuished of the prophet’s companions, should be selected for another 
embassy to Damascus; to try whether some argument of impartial reason¬ 
ing might not yet be found, to prevail upon Mauweiah, by a timel^r submis¬ 
sion, to avert the decree which impended over him. Jerreir the son of 
Abdullah grasping at the proposal with apparent eagerness, immediately 
offered his services on the occasion ; urging that the numerous relatives 
wl'.om he reckoned in Damascus, would be a sufficient pledge that Mau- 

* weiah would never dare to treat his admonitions with contempt. From a 
selection of this person, however, the Khalif was as strenuously dissuaded 
by Malok Ashtur, who avowed with little reserve, that the fidelity of 
Jerreir himself wtts not yet entirely free from suspicion. Upon this, the 
latter, angrily deiii.inding by what part of his conduct he had merited the 
apprehensions, which he seemed disposed to awaken to his prejudice, 

Malek replied, without hesitation, that when, in the commencement of 
his reign, Ally had written to require his presence, he did not appear to 
think it at all necessary to comply with the summons; neither did he, in 
fact, eoiidescend to quit his government of Uamadaun, until the contest 
with Telhah and Zobair had terminated in favor of the rightful chief of the 
believers ; wlnm perceiving that he had no other place of retreat, he found’ 
himself in a manner compelled to seek the shadow of his protection* 

Nevertheless, without attending to the reflections of Malek Ashtur, Ally 
resolved on accepting of the offer of Jerreir; and having furnished him 
with other necessary instructions for bis conduct, he charged him to 
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41 .H.XXXVI. invite Mativrciah once more to his allegiance; if he found him disposed 
A. D. 657. to comply, it was well; otherwise he was to apprize him that he should 
‘ nouzut no longer delay the denunciation, which, as the prophet’s legitimate 
ussulF4 successor, he was authorized to issue. Although the tardy submission of 
Jerreir might in some degree have warranted the suspicions of Malek Ash- 
Habeib hedoes not appear to have betrayed the trust reposed, in him on this 
«ki>Lyr. however he might have been overreached by the temporizing 

policy of Mauweiah, by whom he was treated, on his arrival, with peculiar 
and distinguished respect. After a detention of four months, when Mau¬ 
weiah had secured from the Syrians an entire concurrence with his views, 
he was at last dismissed, with the following definitive reply. “ Let Ally 
“ know from me, that henceforth he may wash his hands of the allegiance 
“ofthe Syrians ; nay further, announce to him the united determination 
“ of the people of this province to take up arms in opposition to his author- 
“ ity, and to avenge the blood of Othman ; and that he must therefore pre- 
“ pare for war, since matters are now arrived at that crisis when every 
“other appeal must be nugatory and unavailing.” 

Although it is beyond measure irksome to pursue the author through 
every tedious digression, the following exhibits the character of Mauweiah 
in so curious a point of view, that however bordering on the ludicrous, we 
have not been able to dismiss it altogether from our recital. Subsequent 
to the arrival of Ally’s envoy at Damascus on this occasion, Mauweiah 
had been induced, at the suggestion of his brother Auttebali, to solicit the 
counsels and assistance of Amrh Auss; and it is here affirmeil, that it was 
in consequence of this application, that Amrh and his two sons quitted 
their retreat in Palestine in the manner formerly related. When he reached 
the Syrian capital, Mauweiah laid open to him, at a secret conference, the 
true state of his affairs; in which he acknowledged, that among the 
difficulties with which he was surrounded, there were three circumstances 
by which he was more immediately and particularly embarrassed: first, 
was the escape from imprisonment of Mahommed the son of Abit Khoz- 
zeifah ; next was the menacing posture assumed by the emperor of Con¬ 
stantinople and last was the message transmitted by Ally through 
Jerreir, importing that if the Syrians were any longer withheld from their 
allegiance, he was to prepare for hostilities. Amr6 observed in reply, that 
with respect to the escape of the son of AbA Khozzeifah, it ought not to 
* The emperor Coastsns the ild, Uie grandson of Heraclius. 
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him any serious concern, since, though he might be able to elude his A.H>XJULVtfr 
pursuit, he was not capable of doing hini an injury of any magnitude. A. D. 657. 
Neither did he conceive the indications on the part of the Greek emperor Rouzut 
of much greater importance, since it would be always in his power to iwoffll. 
purchase the forbearance of that prince, by the enlargement of such of his 
subjects as were in captivity in the Syrian territory. But, in his mind, 
the difficulty which demanded his most serious consideration, was that 
which arose from the contest in which he was about to be engined with 
the son of Abiitauleb; to whom in point of blood and affinity, as well as 
in personal qualifications of every kind, the whole world seemed disposed 
to assign a decided supcTiority over him. ** And yet” replied Mauweiah, 

“ he could favor the death of Othman ; could stimulate the sedition to 
which he fell a sacrifice ; could bring about the dispersion of his friends, 

“ and trouble the pure draught of harmony with the noxious weeds of 
envy and malevolence. His precedence in Isslam and his consanguinity 
“ with the noblest of the human race,” rejoined Amrh, “ are, notwithstand- 
ing advantages to which thou hast no pretensions.” “ All this may be 
“ very just,” said Mauweiah, “ and may be so blazoned to the public ; and 
** vet, w’ith all thy boasted claims to propinquity, and superior sagacity, 1 
think, if I were so disposed, I am not without sufficient comprehension 
“ of mind to make a dupe of even AmriH.” I am no stranger” added 
Amrh, “ to thy genius for deception, nor to the varied resources of thy 
craft; however, while I have thee in my eye, and am aware of thy 
“ intentions, 1 also think 1 can venture to challenge the utmost exertion 
“ of thy arts.” To this, Mauweiah declined giving any direct or immedi¬ 
ate answer, but having for some time engaged his attention on a different 
subject, he suddenly requested that he would allow him to whisper a 
secret of the very first importance in his ear; Amrh, without the smallest 
suspicion, inclined his head, when Mauweiah seized him by the ear with 
his teeth, and demanded, if, for once, he would not confess that he had 
been completely outwitted; since, as there was no one present but them¬ 
selves, the precaution was entirely superfluous, and his simplicity the 
more egregious. 

Mauweiah then desired that this species of discourse might be discon¬ 
tinued, and that he would henceforth cordially unite with him to remove 
Ally out of the way, and so render themselves masters of the world* 
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4 .H.XXXVI. Amrft ppraiited however in maintaining that the barter of his eternal 
A.D. (> 97 . welfare, for the mere prospect of temporal advantage, was with him an 
l-Iabeib obstacle not to be easily surmounted ; while it was manifest to all men, 

%Kcyr. that an alliance with him in the hostilities which ho was meditating against 

Ally, must inevitably terminate in the most disgraceful and disastrous 
issue. But if, after all, circumstances should ultimately compel him lo 
associate with Mauweiah, it appeared but reasonaldc that the latter should 
make some considerable exertion to gratify and promote his wisl.es, as a 
balance to these obvious hazards. Mauweiah observed, that he did not 
feci the smallest repugnance to gratify him to the iitmr.st extent of his 
views, which he accordingly rerpiested he would freely explain. Amrh, 
without hirther hesitation, avowed, that w lien Kuypt and its dopendeneies 
should be siihlugated, the summit of his ambiiion was to be put in posses, 
aion of that province. Mauweiah here demaiideil, how he mu Id be 
expected to relinquish the province of Egyi't» country not Inferior to 
Irftk itself; to which Amrft replied, that when he was master of rlie whole 
world, the territory of the Nile was surely not h»o much to fall to his 
share. Mauweiah, for the present however, declined giving him any 
positive answer on the subject, and here the conferenc:e broke off. But 
the result of the interview being commiinioated lo his brother, it drew 
upon him the severe censure of the latter, who ridiculesl the absurdity of 
his scruples, in neglecting to secure, at any price, the friendship of such 
B man as Amru, whose policy, whose wisdom, and solidity of judgment, 
were not to be surpassed by any one of the age in which he lived ; much 
more so at the hazard of a vague promise, which, in all probability, it would 
never be in his power to fulfil. The hint conveyed by this last suggestion, 
did not escape the intelligence of Mauweiah ; the next day he procured 
another interview with Amni, at which, after loading him with caresses, 
he did not fail to gratify him with the promise he seemed so ardently to 
desire, and which he now confirmed by a written contract, subscribed by 
all the Syrian nobility. 

The friendship between these two personages being thus established on 
the solid foundation of reciprocal interest, the last expedient put in prac. 
tice by Mauweiah, in order to indurate the hearts of the Syrians in their 
animosity against Ally, was to engage the influence of their national chief, 
Sherjeil the son of Semmet, the Keudiao, whom, at the instance of Amrfl, 



he had now invited to Damascus; and upon whom, during [his jouney, AJIJQDCYL 

he contrived to impose the belief, by the discourses of certain of his A. D. 6S7. 

adherents placed at proper intervals on the route, that Ally had at least Bousat 

openly countenanced, if indeed, by his intrigues to stimulate the perpetra* 

tors, be was not the principal cause of the murder of Othman. So thht 

wrought upon by these impressions, Sherjeil on his arrival at Damascus 

publicly declared to Mauweiah, that if, what he had heard from so many 

individuals, whose veracity he could not suspect, were to be depended 

on, aud he (Mauweiah) submitted to acknowledge the authority of the 

son of Abhtauleb, he would immediately drive him out of Syria. To this 

the crafty Mauweiah replied, by demanding, how be could possibly be 

suspected of entertaining sentiments in any degree hostile to those, with 

whom his interests were so closely identified, and than whom he possessed 

no other source of refuge or protection ? But when Sheijeil proposed, in 

the ardour of resentment and indignation at the suspected guilt of Ally, 

that Jerreir, who was still at Damascus, should be immediately dismissed 

to communicate to his sovereign the united and hostile resolution of the 

Syrians; Mauweiah suggested the expediency of delaying his ultimate 

dispatch, until Sherjeil should have employed the influence, which he was 

known to possess throughout every partof Syria, to prevail upon the inha« 

Litatits to swear fealty to, and unite with him in avenging the blood of 
Othman, upon Aliy and his adherents. 

In concurrence with this intimation, Sherjeil accordingly made a circuit 
of the whole province, representing the conduct of Ally in the odious 
colours which suited the designs of the party whose cause he bad espoused ; 
he persuaded them, that after wading through the blood of his murdered 
sovereign, to the usurpation of ail the provinces of Isslam, that of Syria 
alone excepted, the son of Abhtauleb was now also preparing to extend 
Ins usurpations hither, and was advancing at the head of an army inured 
to rapine, fur the express purpose of exterminating the unofiTending inha¬ 
bitants. At such a crisis, he proceeded to assure them, that the only 
person he could point out, as, by his power and abilities, best qualified to 
oppose the danger, was Mauweiah; and after urging every argu« 
mciit which he could invent for the purpose, he concluded by averring, 
that their salvation absolutely depended on their associating to avenge the 
blood of their injured sovereign. By these and similar statements he so fitt 
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AiHfXXXVI, lUPceeded In mlileadlng hia credulous countrymeut that they yielded to 
AfD.6'37. the delusion, and having made every necessary preparation foi wal^, 
’ Rou2ut anxiously expected their final orders to join the standard of Mauweiah, 
tiKulfil. And it was after the co-operation of the Syrians had been thus irrevocably 
secured, that Jerreir was dismissed fur Kufah, with the definitive reply 
already noticed in a preceding page. 

On his return from this fruitless legation, Jerreir was again exposed to 
the most violent animadversions on the part of Malek Ashtur; who did 
not hesitate to ascribe its unsuccessful issue to hia egregious credulity, 
and his entire misapprehension of the importance of the iiegociation so 
unadvisedly entrusted to his management; at the same time he very 
boldly expressed his conviction to the Khalif, that had his choice on the 
occasion fallen on himself, the matter would have terminated very differ¬ 
ently ; foi'tliat he would either have taken Mauweiah by the throat, and 
ao brought the dispute to a conclusion by the most summary of ail proces¬ 
ses ; or, at all events, have so exposed the character of that sjifmcn of the 
devourer fliturtSy as should forever have dispossessed him of the influence 
which he appeared to have so unworthily established over the Syrians. 
In vindication of his conduct, Jerreir as confidently asserted, that so far 
from the success with which Malek Ashtur had so modestly flattered him- 
•elf, hia negociation would, with much greater probability, have terminated 
in his falling a sacrifice to the vengeance of the Syrians, by whom he was 
considered a principal in the assassination of Othman. The altercation 
continued with some warmth, particularly 011 the side of Malek Ashtur, 
who persisted in his assertion, that tiie mission had fiiiied through the 
credulity and mismanagement of the envoy, whom he again stated to have 
been grossly overreached by the subtiie devices of Mauweiah; neither did 
be entirely acquit him of indulging a secret attachment for that prince; 
since he could no otherwise account for his studied representations of the 
unanimity of the Syrians in the hostile designs against the legitimate author¬ 
ity of Ally; while by exaggerated reports of the numbers and 8tr( nf;;h of 
the adverse party, he embraced every opportunity of exciting alarm. 
Here Jerreir could no longer forbear interrupting him by a demand wliy he 
did not undertake the journey himself, and establish these boasted claims 
to superior talents, by something more than bare and arrogant assertion > 
Qa which Malek observed that the matter had been so completely marred 
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thither through his folly or corruptioiii that the skill or exertion of any A.K.XXXVf. 
'other ceiild be now of no avail. At this* Jerreir appearing considerably A.D.6S7. 
embarrassed, his accuser proceeded to declare that it only required the Houzut 
Khalifs permission to place him and some others equally entitled to con* usiuffl. 
fidence, in sufficient security, until such time as the contest with Mauweiah 
should have been brought to a conclusion. Not a little enraged at such 
treatment, Jerreir, the same night, left Khfah without permission, and 
vvith part of his family retired towards Kerkessia, probably the town of 
that name which lies on the Euphrates. 

While the practices of Mauweiah had been in some respects extensively 
successful in adding to the strength of his party, and detaching from that 
of his antagonist, there were others in which he experienced very mortify¬ 
ing failures. Of these he appears to have been expressly forewarned by 
the admonitions of AmrA, particularly with respect to the citizens of 
Medeinah, whom he described under three classes, from neither of which 
it was reasonable to expect any substantial support. First were those 
who had long since engaged in the service of Aliy, which they were not 
very likely to relinquish on a simple invitation from Mauweiah, although it 
was very possible by such a proceeding to render their attachment to their 
acknowledged sovereign, the stronger and more indissoluble. The next 
were the remnant of the friends of Othman, so humbled, and so totally 
destitute of resources, as to make it of very little importance in the affairs 
of this life, w hether they were friends or foes. And thirdly, he adverted to 
those who had withdrawn from society, and who appeared to regard the 
future welfare of their souls, as depending on a total unconcern with the 
disjiutes of either party. Of course, a letter from Mauweiah was not 
much calculated to produce any movement, or change of sentiment, among 
persons of such a description. But if, notwithstanding what he could urge 
to the contrary, Mauweiah still conceived it advisable to open a correspon¬ 
dence with Medcinali, it behoved him to beware, that, though no advantage 
should arise, it might not at all events be productive of any injury to 
his cause. 

In the letter, which, according to the resolution to which he determined 
to adhere, Mauweiah addresses to the citizens of Mcdeiiiah, wc find him 
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A.H.XXXVI. reiterate the accusations against Ally, of his participation in the conspiracy 
A. 1). H57. against Othman, and of his having subsequently entert^ned the conspira- 
Itonzut among the principal members of his court and government. That he 
nssufi'a. himself, as the nearest kinsman of Othman, was preparing to avenge his 
death, and in order to bring the murderers to justice, to demand from Ally 
the surrender of the delinquents ; with which, if he complied, his person 
should be safe from injury. That the question of sovereignty might then 
be referred to a committee of electors, on the system recommended by the 
illustrious authority of Omar. In the mean time that the object of his 
calling their attention to these particulars, was to apprize them of his deter¬ 
mination to commence immediate hostilities against Ally, in the event that 
he should still persist in protecting the assassins; and to invite all among 
the good people of Medeiiiah that continued to cherish the memory of their 
injured sovereign, to hasten without delay to join the standard of Mau- 
weiah. To this, as well as toother letters of a similar import, which he 
had transmitted about the same period to Abdullah the son of Omar, to 
Saud-c-Wokauss, and to Mahotnmed the son of Musslemah tlie ansaur, he 
received such replies as were equally mortifying and unfavourable to his 
views. 

The son of Omar, whom it is said he was induced to address at the 
instance of his brother Obaidullali the executioner of Hormhzan, testified 
in his answer his astonishment in particular, that Mauweiah should presume 
to urge him witii a solicitation, which tended to imbrue his hands in the 
blood of the jvrophet’s companions, in mere conformity to the dictates of 
his own will, and in prosecution of Ins own ambitious projects; under the 
too palpable pretext of avenging the blood of Othman. If, in* secluding 
himself from the world, Mauweiah had been led to imagine that he was in 
any degree actuated by a spirit of animosity towards Ally, he was most 
grossly deceived: on the contrary, if there was an inducement sufiiciently 
strong to prevail upon him, in any circumstance, to draw his sword in the 
contest which had destroyed the pcaceof h»s countrymen, he was influenced 
by the strongest private motives to support the ju$t pretensions of that 
exalted and distinguished prince, in the ranks of whose adversaries, God 
forbid, that ever he should be numbered. Of that illustrious mortal, whose 
pre-eminence was as far beyond any thing to which Mauweiah could 
aspire, as his station on earth, and his merit in Issldm were more conspi- 
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CU0U9 and exalted; whose majesty derived from the fdvotir of the most A.H.X3tXVf. 
'high, was as unimpeachably established, as his claims to the Successron A.P. Ssy. 
were pdraiiioijiit, and his exertions in advancing the banners of his reli- Roiizut 
gion were superior to those of all other men ; whose affinity With the 
prophet as much surpassed that which was the boast of others, as he pre¬ 
ceded in the example which he had so frequently exhibited in the conflicts 
of the field of b.ittle; of him, with whom, in the qualifications of the 
understanding, and the virtues of the heart, the most illustrious of the com¬ 
panions would shrink in the comparison. In short, of the adopted brother 
of their prophet, the husband of his virgin daughter, the parent of the 
most unblemished of the sons of men, the favoured youths first destined 
for the inherit ance of paradise, lie, with whom no one ever dared to 
contend with the hope of victory, or to resist with achaiicc of deliverance. 

Quitting however this elaborate climax of panegyric, for which, ■ in this 
instance, like many others, the historian is probably indebted to his own 
invention, Abdullah is said to have closed his reply, hy reassuring Mau- 
weinli, that it was his invincible abhorrence to iheetTiisiun of Mussulman 
blood alone, and no other reason, which had compelled him to shut his 
doors against the importunities of his fellow citizens. Neither did he 
forla'ar to remind him, that at all events, he possessed in his own person 
claiiiis, which, both in point of merit and lustre of descent, would everpre- 
elude on iiis jiarr, any aeknowdedgement of subordination to the authority 
of Maiivu‘i:tli. Hut that no consideration whatever should seduce him 
from that slate of seclusion, to which, in the service of his maker, and in 
the hope of eternal mercy, he had determined to devote himself. And 
most happy should he have conceived his lot, had that seclusion been 
clmseii in some sequestered abode, equally removed from the arrogant pre¬ 
tensions, and the ingratitude of mankind. Thisandsimilar answers, which 
he received from the other chieftains, by whom he was generally charged 
with the prosecution of his own ambitious views under the cloak of aveng¬ 
ing the blood ofOtlirnuu, entirely extinguished the hopes which Mauweiab 
might have been led to entertain from that quarter; and he was compelled 
under the bitter reproaches of Amrft, to acknowledge the solidity of those 
couDSttls, by which he had been urgently dissuaded from the experiment. 
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A.H.XXXVI, His future measures became, therefore, necessarily confined to his prepara* 
A, D. 657. tiens for the war which was now inevitable. 

Ruuzut Ally, on the other hand, having received repeated proofs that all attempts 
lusufTd. to tcriiiiuate the dispute by negociatioii, would be fruitless ; and that the 
ambition of Mauweiah was not to be humbled, nor the animosity of 
Amrh to be appeased by any other medium than the sword, dispatched 
orders to expedite the march of the troops who had been directed from 
all the provinces subject to his authority, to join him in the neighbourhood 
of Khfah ; in consequence of which, he found himself, in a short space of 
time, at the head of an army, which, according to our author, for number 
and strength, was not freiiuently surpassed in the experience of former 
ages. The decision of Aliy was now ultimately fixed for an immediate 
commencement of hostilities ; but as the earlier Khalifs in general evinced 
a patriarchal deference to the opinions of u fierce and iiiicon(|uered people, 
he called them together for the last time in the principal mosque of Kufah, 
and again urged them to a strenuous exertion of their valour, against a 
faction which had proved itself equally rebellious against liis just authority, 
and the sacred institutes of the Koran. Against a people polluted with 
the blood of the prophet's companions, and the saints and apostles of 
their holy religion ; which, it was not to he fuigolten, they had only em- 
hruced from a base principle of fear, or worldly ambition, lie was pro> 
coeding in iiis discourse to the assembly, when a person of the tribe of 
Teraurali, to whom authors have indiflereutly assigned the name of Arcid 
and Arbidah, insolently interrupted him with a demand, whether he seri¬ 
ously proposed to imbrue their hands iii the blood of the Syrians, their 
brethren and fellow citizens, in the same manner as he had already comjiel- 
led them to do with respect to those of Basstirah and the followers of 
Ayaishah ; if such was the case, he deceived liimselt, for he trusted in 
Ciod, none of those who heard him would support him in the design, 
impatient of expressions so insolent and injurious, Malek Ashtiir called 
out to seize the author, who hastened to quit the mosque, and attempted 
to make his escape from the town ; but being overtaken by some of the 
inhabitants, they beat him to death w ith their sandals. To mark his disap¬ 
probation, boweverr of this unwarranted indulgence of popular fury. Ally 
thought fit, afterwards, to order the fine of blood to be made good to the 
heirs of the deceased from the public treasury. In the mean time, in the 



presence of the same assembly, Malek Ashtur intreated the Khaiif not to A.H.XXXVK 
harbour a suspicion, that his friends were to be withdrawn from their A. P. tisr. 
allegiance by any such delirious absurdities, as those which had just Rouzat 
offended his ears. That the faithful band which stood before him, were ussuillk 
attached to his cause by every motive of interest and affection ; and had 
resolved that no consideration should ever induce them to abandon him ; 
not even in death, if fate had so ordained, which heaven forbid, that he 
should fall in the prosecution of his just vengeance against his enemies; 
against whom he therefore urged him to proceed with the fullest confidenco 
in the hdelity and unalienable attachment of his folloivers. The protesta¬ 
tions of Malek Ashtur were seconded by some of the most distinguished 
leaders of the Mhssulman persuasion, among whom are to be found the 
names of Auniar Yausser, of Sohul the son ofHaneif; of Keyss the son 
of Saud Khbaudah, and of Auddy the son of Hautem T&i, and many others. 

There were however, still some exceptions, particularly among the 
dependents of Abdullah MOssaoud, who, from a repugnance, as they said, 
to engage in hostilities against those who professed the same religious 
observances, expressed a desire to be employed in defending the frontiers, 
or in extending their conquests among the infidels. In this request, they 
were indulged by Ally, by whom they were accordingly directed to march 
towards Kazvoiii, under the orders of Ilebbeiah the son of JTushro, whom' 
lie appointed to conduct them. 

About this period it had become, it seems, a practiee among the the fol¬ 
lowers of Ally to imprecate and abuse Mauweiali and the Syrians, not only 
in common conversation, but amidst tlie duties of divine worship ; of 
winch, however, he was no sooner apfuized than he strictly forbad the con¬ 
tinuance as repugnant to the natural mildness of his owm disposition ; and 
when some of liis chieftains requested that he would explain the motives 
<)f this species of forbearance towards the acknowledged adversaries of the 
caii'ic of trut'ii, he answered, that however justly his enemies might be so 
stigmatized, lie depreented the idea, that his friends should set the example 
in opprobrium and malediction. On the contrary, it behoved them, when 
they raised their hands in invocation to heaven, instead of imprecating the 
divine wrath, to implore that their prayers might be recijirocally heard ; 
that the (liileiTuccs which had torn them asunder might he healed and 
reconciled; that those who had erred might be speedily restated to the 
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AMJXXXV1, paths of rectitude; that their folly and inadvertencies, might be exebaneed 
A. D. 6’57. for that best species of knovvtecigc, a just sense of duty ; and that those 
Rouzut who had so huig languished in the tliirsty mazes of seduction, might be 
tuiuflin. ilnally condur tt'd to the fountainhead of benevolence and truth. These 
effusions, which appear to derive their origin from a purer source than what 
is to be diseoverf d in the Mussulman system of morals, may possibly have 
been asciibod to the idol of ilieSheiahs veneration, to screen him from the 
charge incurred by hi< adherents, of being the first to adopt the formula of 
execvatinii against their adversaries. 

It being at last rcsolvctl to advance without further delay against the 
Syrian territory, pioclamaiion was made at Kuf.ili, that the troops were to 
iiiandi, and encamp at’Noklieilali; where Malek the son of .leih was 
Jlsit.cib instructed to distribute the several chieftains with their divisions into their 
ukbcyr, respective stations. In the end of the mnnih fif Shavaiil,* havrugajipointed 
Abfi Mi!issauod the aiisaur to be his lieutenant <u Knl'ali, the Khalif repaired 
ill person to the encampment. Here he continued for several days, until 
joined by Abdullah Abbas with a reinforcetnent from llassorali, vvlii(‘li is 
said to have completed the army to ninety thousand men. Among' these 
were included eighty of the companions of the field of Beider, and eight 
hundred of those fortunate personages who had eillu r served at the reduc¬ 
tion ol Alekkah, or submitted to the prophet's divine authority at Hodei- 
biah. With the whole of this force, Ally now proceeded from Nokheilali, 
and having halted fur the perfoimanee of his devotions for the morning, at 
a mosque by the road side, and for those of noon, in the district of AhCt 
Mussa, he arrived at sunset of the same day on the I’.anks of the Euphrates; 
which he must have crossed immediately, as he is stated to have pittdied 
his tents on the occasion on theSabaiit, or canal of Mcdaein, probably 
the Neher-e-Melka, about forty miles above Hellah. The followdiig day 
he entered the metropolis of Nousliirvan. From thence, by successive 
stages, of which we are not furnished with the detail, he continued his 
progress to the boundary of Arabian Irak ; where his historians have been 
pleased to lay the scene of a miracle wrought by the sun of Abutauleh, in 
the discovery of a hidden spring of water which had lain concealed for 
ages, and in the conversion of the prior of a Christian monastery, who soo^ 
afterwards fella martyr to his cause on the plains of Seifein. 

• April, A. D. 657. 
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On his departure from Me l&ein, Ally had established Saud the son of A.H.XXXyi« 
Mussaood, the uncle of the afterwards celebrated Mokhtaur, in the 
government of that city ; and detached Moakkel the son of Keyss with Rouaut 
throe thousand horse towards Mosshl, with instructions to join him by luiuffit. 
that route, and lhatof Nissebein,*atRakkah, towards which place he now 
directed ins march with the ihaiiibody of the army. The inhabitants of 
Kakkah, trom an attachment to the memory of the de 9 eased Khalif, stiH 
adhered to the authority of Mauweiah, and avowing their disaffection to 
the cause of Ally, refused to obey the orders which he had transmitted 
them to construct a bridge over the Kuphrates, for the passage of the army; 
by which lie was compelled to draw off for the purpose of crossing the 
river in some other quarter. Intimidated, however, by the menaces of 
Maick Ashtur, who threatened them with total destruction if they persisted 
iu their disohedionco, they were prevailed upon to comply ; and the army 
returning soon afterwards, crossed the Euphrates accordingly by the bridge 
which they had thrown over the river for the purpose. 

Having thus planted his victorious banners on the opposite bank of the 
Euphrates, Ally was apprized by Zeiaud the son of Nausser, and Sherreiah 
the son of llatiiiy, two of his generals who had been already detached in 
advance with tv.eive thousand men, that on their arrival at a station called 
Sonri rAin, they foond thenioelves opposed by a superior force under Ab41 
OurLJsselnii; one of the most distinguished officers belonging to the party 
of Mauweiah, with whom they had dotormiiied to avoid an action, until 
he was in a situation to support them. Upon this information, Malek 
Ashtur, with three thousand men, was directed to hasten to the assistance 
of the advanced guard, with discretion to give battle to the troops of Abul 
Oiir. IJe was iimiiediately followed by llaushern the son of Auttebah, 
with a further reiiiforcemciit. With these additional reinforcements, Ma¬ 
lek Aslitur succeeded in forming a junction with Zeiaud, and in conformity 
with the instructions of Ally, a letter was addressed by those associates 
chieftains to Ahul Our, inviting him in cogent language to subuiit to the 
legitimate authority of tlieii^sovereign. 

The delivery of this letter was entrusted to AbhNndjedah, one of that 
description of enthusiasts not unfrequently met with in the east, and 
one whose austerity and abstinence had acquired the utmost consideration 
W'ith Ally. A person then serving with the troops of Mauweiah afterwards 
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A,H.XXXVf. relalecl, that being stationed in the advanced post of Abftl 06r’s encamp- 
A. D. 657. ment, and observing one approach, whom he did not immediately recog- 
Rouzut nize, he and his companions, rather in jest than earnest, threw themselves 
tfttuffit. in his way, and detained him. Abft Nadjedah finding himself thus 
obstructed, began to reproach and abuse them, demanding, if brothers to 
the Devil as they were, they had not gone far enough in interrupting the 
path of the truly orthodox, without cutting off the intercourse of all 
believers indiscriminately ? To which they answered, that the road was 
abundantly wide; Abi^ Nadjedah rejoined, that the road to India and 
other unconquered regions wasc([ually so ; whence was it that they did 
rtot rather throw themselves in the way of the infidels ? lie then informed 
them that he was a messenger from the general of Ally’s forces ; Malek 
Asiitur was the name he bore; peradventure, they might have heard of 
such a person. And they accordingly conducted him to -the camp of their 
chief. 

From his own relation it is further stated, that when AhA Nadjedah 
approached the tent of Abfil OAr, he observed 4:wo druiikLMi soldiers, who, 
in that state, had juSl quitted the presence of their general; and perceiving 
a carpet spread before the entrance of the tent, he, without any kind of 
ceremony, spurred his horse upon it. Some of the bystanders reproving 
him for his rude and disrespectful behaviour, and calling upon him to dis¬ 
mount, he noticed them no further than by remarking that to the impi¬ 
ous and the debauched, no respect was due ; he then entered the prescMJcc 
of AbAl OAr, and without saluting, proceeded to tax him with the gross 
violations of the precepts of their law of which, both himself and his fol¬ 
lowers were guilty; and of which, the instances of shameful inohriety lie had 
just witnessed, were the most undeniable proofs. Without making any 
reply, AbAl OAr sternly desired him to explain the object of his mission. 
The letter of Malek Ashtur was now delivered, accompanied with such 
seasonable admonition as the messenger thought liimstlf authorized to in¬ 
troduce on such an occasion, however to little purpose. AbAl Our com¬ 
mitted a few lines to paper, designedly composed in praise of Mauweiah 
and the house of Onimeyah, and with no further reply dismissed his 
unpolished visitant. The latter returned accordingly to Malek Ashtur, 
who consigned the obnoxious epistle to his own son, with strict charge to 
preserve it carefully; as he meant it as his justification with Ally for the 



, fbeasure which hfe was about to pursue. And upon this he immediately AJiXXXfL 
j[ave directions to prepare for battle. A'. D. 6sy. 

On this occasion Malck Aslitur assigned the management of his right Rouaut 
\ring to Zeiaud, that of the left to Shcrreiah ; and to the sound of his mar- luniffi. 
tial music, proceeded with confidence to meet the enemy, whom he found 
prepared to receive him. From among those who arranged themselves 
under his banners, Abhl Ohr singled out Abdullah the son of Mhnzer, 
whom he encouraged by every aigument of pride and revenge to attack 
the person of Malck Ashtur, the murderer, as he stigmatized him, of the 
martyred Olliman. This man professed himself, at first, degraded, in 
being placed on a par with such as Ashtur, than whom he presumed to 
think himself a thousand times superior; but on the repeated importunity 
of his general, he suffered himself to be at last prevailed on, in an evil hour, 
to enter the lists with a warrior wl/om he affected so much to despise* 

Zeiaud waS preparing to assail him, when prevented by Malek Ashtiin 
who directly approached Abdullah and demanded his name. The reply 
was, that of this he would soon be sufficiently apprized from the vigour 
of his arm. On which Malek observed, that the question, on further con¬ 
sideration, was certainly superfluous, since it was very clear from his boast¬ 
ing, that he was one of those slaves of stupidity, the Syrians. He therefore 
advised him to retire, for that he was in the presence of his superior. 

Piqued by this retort, the Syrian condescended to a recital of his exploits* 
and Mak'k Ashtur did not forbear to acknowledge, that indeed his fame 
had acquired sufficient celebrity. It was only to be lamenteck that such 
exalted renow'ii was to be seen enrolled among those schismatics, who 
dared to raise the hand of rebellion against their just and legitimate/lAauw. 

To this, Abdullah objected, whether it could be denied that, during the 
days of the prophet, Mauweiah had exercised the sacred office of recording 
the effusions of divine inspiration. The truth of which was readil;^ 
admitted, Malek Ashtur adding, nevertheless, that this was a trust to 
which he had only forfeited his claim, when on an occasion'of diiatorliicss 
in attending to the prophet’s summons, he could petulantly require that 
he might at least be allowed as much time to himself, as was sufficient to 
■atisfy the calls of hunger. He was proceeding as a contrast to the failings 
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il.H.XX3cyi. of Mauweiab, to enlarge on the singular virtues of Ally, when Abdullal^ 
A. D. 657. interrupted him, by freely subscribing to the truth of all he could advance 
Rouzut on that subject; he only begged to remark, that with respect to himself* 
ussufffl. there was one important circumstance which might perhaps be allowed to 
supersede all other considerations : he possessed at Damascus in specie 
and effects, property to the amount of two hundred thousand dirhems,* 
exclusive of a numerous and beloved family. He now declared, however, 
that, although his engagements precluded his bearing arms against Mau- 
weiah, he should for the present decline a contest with the determined 
friend of his rival. And to confirm his assertion, accordingly withdrew. 

This did not escape the observation of Abhl Ohr, to whom it immedi¬ 
ately occurred, that he had suffered himself to be overreached by the address 
of Ashtur; he therefore dispatched one of his horsemen, to repeat to him 
such arguments as he thought likely to reanimate his vindictive passions; 
and the pride of Abdullah being accordingly stimulated afresh, he returned 
towards Malek Ashtur, and announced to him, that all animosities between 
them must be immediately terminated by the sword. A fierce and tedious 
combat ensued ; in which, after considerable exertion of courage and 
strength, victory declared at last for Malek Ashtur, who passed his spear 
through the breast of his antagonist. The elder brother of Abdullah, who 
advanced to avenge the death of his relative, and another Syrian warrior 
encouraged to enter the lists with Ashtur, were successively destined to 
yield to the superior prowess of this intrepid chieftain. A third Abdullah, 
the son of MAterruf, next approached to tempt his fate, but being recog¬ 
nized by his opponent, the latter demanded what could be his motive to 
disregard the obligations of hospitality which subsisted between them ? 
The son of Mhterruf acknowledged the existence of such an obligation, 
and as a proof that he considered it inviolable, declined the contest. He 
bad accordingly turned away to rejoin his associates in the line of battle, 
when to the surprise of those who beheld him, Malek Ashtur deliberately 
atruck off his head, exclaiming when thou hast done evil, beware of al) 

' ** around thee.” And to Zeiaud, who naturally requested an explanation 

of this extraordinary act of perfidy, he alleged that it was no more than a 
measure of just retaliation ; for this same person at the battle of the camel, 
being about to engage with Kaussem the nephew of Zeid the son of Sujan, 
tqld him, that, as the friend of his father, he could not but request that ha 
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would withdraw’; and the unfortunate youth, retiring without suspicion* A.H.XXXlrf« 
' received his mortal wound from the hand of the traitor4 A, D. 657 . 

Malek Ashtur having given one further proof of superior prowess, Rouzat 
intimation was now conveyed to him from Abi^l Ohr, that as there were a anuffl.'^ 
thousand, such as those who had already afforded him some experience of 
valour and skill, yet ib reserve within the ranks of his army, any further 
exhibitions of individual gallantry could only serve to protract the final 
decision of the contest. He therefore proposed that the action should 
immediately become general. This Malek Ashtur no longer declined, 
and he accordingly directed his army to close in all points with the enemy. 

In the heat of the battle he requested that his companions in arms would 
point him out the adverse general, that he might have an opportunity of 
surveying the man whom Mauweiah thought worthy of so many distin^ 
guished honors. Abhl Ofir, mounted on a grey horse, had at this moment 
taken his station on an opposite rising ground, and the attention of Malek 
Ashtur was directed towards him as the person for whom he sought. 

Having already repeatedly failed in his endeavours to provoke him to a 
personal conflict, he determined, as a last attempt, to employ a distinguished 
soldier of the name of Senaun, once more to convey to him the defiance of 
Malek Ashtur. Abhl 06r persisted in declining the invitation, and 
charged the messenger to inform his general, that the man whose folly or 
disloyalty could influence him first to caluminate, and then to murder his 
sovereign, was not on a par with the general of Mauweiah ; neither should 
he descend to combat with such an inferior. Being thus compelled to 
relinquish the object, which, for some time, appears to have engrossed a 
considerable f)art uf bis attention, Malek Ashtur committed the event to 
the combined effort of his soldiers. The battle continued through the day 
without apparent advantage to either army ; but under cover of the night* 
that of Abul Oifriircw off with some precipitation to join the main body 
under Mauweiah; the general advancing as his reason for quitting the field 
to the enemy, that he conceived his master’s interests best promoted, by 
retreating before he should have sufiered the ignominy of a disgraceful 
defeat: for which he received the applause of Mauweiah, who shortly 
afterwards set the whole of his troops in motion towards the Euphrates; 
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A.H.XXXVI. Ab6l O&r being again detached in advance, in order to chuse such a situ- 
A.D. 657. ation as might be convenient for the encampment of the army. After a 
Rouzut careful survey, the plains of SefFeine, in former ages covered with superb 
uayufl'^. structures, the monuments of Grecian or Roman grandeur, were fixed 
upon for the purpose: and as it possessed the important advantage of com¬ 
manding to a considerable distance the only access to the waters of the 
Euphrates, Abhl Our was also stationed with ten thousand men to guard 
the communication, with instructions to cut oil' all supply of that 
most necessary elenuMit from the troops of Ally. 

Mauweiah had not long placed his army in this advantageous position, 
when Ally approached and pitched his camp in the same neighbourhood ; 
and the followers of the army proceeding towards the channel of the 
Euphrates for a supply of water, found themselves completely intercepted 
by the force under Abfil O&r, and returned, with no small disappointment, 
to communicate this unwelcome piece of information to their chiefs. 
Under such circumstances. Ally was reduced to the necessity of employing 
a deputation to Mauweiah, in order to persuade him, if possible, to 
relinquish an advantage which appeared so inconsistent between 
kindred, though at present hostile tribes ; and which, in fact, as he wished 
to represent the matter, could have but little influence in adjusting the 
dispute, which, from {{uarters so remote, they had drawn their armies 
together to decide ; he recommendod to him to withdiuw the obstacle, or 
be responsible for the slaughter w'hich must immediately ensue ; at the 
same time, assuring him that had it fallen to his lot to be possessed of 
such an advantage, the communication with the river should have been 
equally free to both armies. An assertion in the sincerity of which, how¬ 
ever questionable the policy of such a concession, the acknowledged 
magnanimity of Ally, as evinced in a variety of instances, will entitle him 
to full credit. I'he subject of this message was communicated by Maii- 
weiah to his courtiers, the majority of whom raaiiitained that the advan¬ 
tage which they had so fairly anticipated, was not to be inconsiderately 
* abandoned. That the adversaries to whom they were op})osed included a 

great proportion of Othman's murderers. That the measure which true 
policy called on Mauweiah to pursue on this occasion, was not less piudent 
than just, in retaliating upon the oppressors of that injured prince, the 
miseries to which he had been exposed, when, during so many days in 
-which they held him besieged in his palace, they refused him the smallest 
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fiupply’ of the same necessary element. Independently of these consider- A.RXXXV|r 
etioiia, it was urged moreover,that should Ally, by the means which they A. D. 657 . 
thus earnestly recommended, be compelled to decamp in search of a liovaut 
situation more commodious, it could not be considered as much inferior lusufflh .1 
to the disgrace of a defeat. 

To all tills, however, a person no less considerable than the experienced 
and politic Amrh Signified his decided dissent; remarking, that it was 
absurd to imagine, that, with the warlike legions of Irak at his heels, and 
the stream of the Euphrates before their eyes, Ally would suffer his army 
to perish of thirst, 'fhat they came to contend for the honors of the 
Klielaufut, not for the paltry consideration of a skin of water. After much 
further debate, at the close of which, Wulleid the son of Aukkebah, not 
satisfied with declaring his opinion, that the approach to the Euphrates 
should continue to be shut up against Ally and his followers, but further 
exjiressing his hope, that on the *day of general retribution they would 
find thetnsolves er|ijally interdicted from the fountain of eternal bliss; 

Saussa the son of Soiijan, the person deputed by Ally on this occosion, 
with more warmth than prudence interrupted, to remind him of the 
degradation which he had suffered from Othman, for having dared to per¬ 
form the functions of the Iniaumut when in a state of bruUd intoxication ; 
and that such reprobate and abandoned hypocrites as himself were far 
more likely to bo the objects of divine retribution, than the insulted 
Ally, and the associates of his righteous cause. Enraged at observations 
so inioiiipcratc, the attendants of Maiiweiah drew their swords, and would 
have fallcu upon the author, had nut their master interposed his commands 
to respect the character w'hicli he bore; not reflecting, observes the histor¬ 
ian, that while he discuiuitciiaiiccd an act of violence against his ambassa¬ 
dor, he felt no scruple in arming thousands against the life of the rightful 
prince of the believers, and the legitimate successor of the messenger of 
(h)d. lie was then dismissed with the reply, that Maiiweiali was resolved 
not to forego what he considered to be the earnest of future victory. 

Although it is not easy to conceive that such an application should have 
terminated in any other result, the failure is said to have occasioned to 
Ally I'onsulrrable vexation and perplexity ; perhaps not a little aggravated 
bv the reflection that he had by some means or other stiiferc'd himself to 
be so completely and unaccuiintahly out generated b> his adversary. At 
any rate the necessities of the army became so urgent as to surpass further 
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A.H.XXXVI. endurance, no pait of the river being accessible to them, hut at the dis* 
Ik. D. 657. tance of two Farsangs, nor 'water procurable under the price of three 
' dirhems* for a leathern bottle. These distresses were represented to their 

' uBoffi. prince by Malek Ashtur and Aishauth the son of Keyss, who requested 
that they might be allowed with their swords to open the communication; 
which they engaged to accomplish, or die in the attempt. Having 
obtained the concurrence of Ally, the two chieftains caused it to be pro¬ 
claimed throughout the encampment, that the rightful Imaum had sancti¬ 
oned an attack upon the enemy, provided they did not yield a free passage 
to the river.. In less than an hour upwards of ten thousand men had 
flocked to the standard of Aishauth, and an equal number to the tent of 
Malek Ashtur. After disposing of them in convenient order, the two 
ehieftains conducted their troops towards the watering place; Malek Ashtur, 
in animating language, directing the foot to advance within the distance of 
a spear*s length in front of the cavalry, which followed slowly in their rear, 
until they approached the channel of the Euphrates. When the moment of 
attack drew near, Malek Ashtur and his collegue presented themselves 
bare headed to the enemy, whom they warned aloud to save themselves 
by quitting the banks of the river, or be the accomplices in their own 
destruction. Ab^^l Oftr replied on the other hand, that their object was 
not of such easy attainment; a little patience, and they should learn to 
estimate the force of those warriors who were prepared to receive them. 
On which Malek Ashtur at the head of the cavalry, and Aishauth at that 
of the foot, immediately closed with the enemy. 

A person who attended by the side of Malek Ashtur during this action, 
subsequently related, that seeing him nearly exhausted with thirst and 
exertion, he begged the fainting warrior to accept of a draught of water; 
which he declined, gener«)usly averring, that until his associates had allayed 
their sufierings, he scorned to avail himself of any personal indulgence ; 
and, at the same instant, being assailed by the enemy, he .rushed among 
them, and laid seven of their bravest soldiers in the dust. The thirst of 
Ashtur and his troops being, however, rendered at last intolerable by the 
heat of the weather, he directed all such as were furnished with mushuks, 
leather water bags, to follow him through the opening which he should 


* Atx>ut sixteen-pence half-penny. 
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male in the ranks of the' enemyr without quitting his until they AJtXXXVI* 

should have filled all the vessels. Which having saidy be again thlnew^him- ^ D,6&f. 
self upon the troops of Abfil Oftr, and piercing their line, jutade ^good bis Bawat 
way to the river, where he took post, while his followers were edaployed niiufil. 
in supplying themselves with water. The conflict now raged with aug* 
mented fury in the bed of the Euphrates, until perceiving his troops etd- 
dently giving way before the impetuosity of their assailants, and being 
already beaten from the post which he had been stationed to defend, Abfil 
Our dispatched a message to Mauweiah to apprize him of his situation. 

The governor of Damascus, mortified by the check to which his troops had 
been thus exposed, immediately sent AmrCi with three thousand horse^ 
either to sustain or cover the retreat of his general. Malek Ashtur no 
sooner descried the approach of Amrfi, and recognized his person, than he 
cxultingly congratulated his followers on the victory which was about to 
crown their efforts in the cause of truth and justice, against the advocates of 
error and impiety: and covering himself with his shield, he uiged hift' 
courser with irresistible impetuosity towards Amrh, who eluded the fury 
of liis assailant by retiring within the ranks of the Syrians. His arrival 
lliorefore, so far from retrieving the disgrace of his party, appears on the 
other hand to have rendered the advantage of their opponents the more 
signal and decisive. The Syrians were put to the sword in great numbers,. 
many were drowned in the Euphrates; while the remainder fled for refuge 
to the camp of Mauweiah. The troops of Ally, on their part, establishing 
thutiiselvcs in quiet possession of the wateri^plaee, and of the approachea 
to the river, from which they had thus successfully dislodged the enemy. . 

Smarting under the reproaches with which Aiiirhdid not fail to load him 
on the occasion, Mauweiah found himself now reduced to the necessity of 
applying to his rival for that indulgence, wliich, in similar circumstances,, 
he had been so recently induced to withhold. Fur this purpose he selected 
twelve of the most distinguished individuals of his party, who received hi<!| 
instructions to repair to the camp of Ally, to solicit his concurrence to a 
flee communication with the Euphrates ; to ^vhich, with a liberality of dis> 
position so congenial to his general character, that prince readily sub> 
scribe^i; desiring the deputies to make known to their employer, that with 
respect to the fullest supply of either his people or their rattle, they should 
oil bis part experience neither obstruction r.or molestation. This 
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A.H.XXXVI. instance of extraordinary magnanimity when contnisteii with the pfece- 
A. D. 657 . dent exhibited In the conduct of Mauweiah, made a deep impression oft 
Rouzut the minds of some of the deleg*ates ; and one of thoiti in particular, a chief 

aMufii. belonging to the clientage of Ab6l Oftr, immediately embraced the oppor¬ 

tunity of enrolling himself among the most zealous of Ally’s adherents. 
Neither does there appear to have arisen on this head any further inter- 
tuption ; the troops and followers of either army passing and repassing to 
the Euphrates, from thence forward, with equal cunfideiicc and freedom of 
intercourse-. 

At the expiration of about Seven days after the affair of the Euphrates, 
notwithstanding, Mauweiah proposed to his followers, to employ a detach¬ 
ment on the road leading towards Irak, in order to intercept the supplies 
of provision, which the people were conveying from that quarter to the 
camp of Ally. In this be'again experienced the decided opposition of 
Amrft, who reprobated the measure, as a miserable expedient, calculated 
to produce the same disgraceful issue as that which they had so recently 
been condemned to witness. Mauweiah contended however, on the other 
hand, that it would be accompanied with extreme danger to attack Ally 
upon any director obvious plan of hostilities, supported as he was by a 
great majority of the coexiles and coadjutors of the prophet, and the 
noblest of the disciples of the KorUn; to combat therefore openly with 
such men, was to expose themselves to the certainty of defeat, while, by 
cutting off their supplies, as he proposed to do, the pressure of scarcity 
and hunger must ultimately produce the ordinary results of discontent and 
diminution, if not of the total dispersion of his forces. Aniri^ persisted, 
nevertheless, in his endeavour to dissuade him from his design, as an use¬ 
less exposure of his people to destruction, by the superior force, which, 
on the first intelligence, it would beat the discretion of Ally to direct 
against them. Having, at all events, determined to carry his plan into 
immediate execution, Mauweiah ordered Abdurraihman the son of Kiiaied 
to proceed without delay, and possess himself of the approaches from the 
countries on the lower Tigris and Euphrates. 

From the son of Khkled, however, he received, if true, no very flattering 
proof of the obedience which should have animated the chieftains, who 
followed his standard. He was taxed by this warrior with his gross parti- 
slity in selecting him for the post of danger, while the fairest portion of his 
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Syrian domain was reserved for the enjoyment of his favorites. For his A.tt.XXXVT. 
own fwrt, the eause wlilch he had unfortunately espoused had not hitherto A* 
produced for him the slightest circiinistance of worldly advantage; and Rouzul 
he much feared that on a future aweful day, the question which he should 
be called on to answer, would not be, why he had not avenged the 
blood of Othman, but wherefore he had chosen Mauweiah in pre¬ 
ference to the son Abhtaulob? This instance of refractory spirit, at 
which he Was not a little displeased, compelled Mauweiah to transfer the 
charge to Zohank the son of Keyss, who accordingly hastened with one 
thousand horse to occupy the roads from the Chaldean territory. As it had 
been foreseen, the people employed in conveying dates, butter, and oil, 
articles of the first necessity with the Arabians, to the camp of Ally, were 
very generally intercepted, and required to take their supplies to that of 
Mauweiah, where they were assured of finding a most profitable market. 

The men of the caravan positively refused to furnish supplies to the ciie- 
mies of Ally, though the profit of a dinaur on every dirhem were to be 
their recompence. Upon which they were, ofcourse, seized with all their 
property, and conducted to Mauweiah. One of them, nevertheless, watch¬ 
ing an opportunity, effected his escape to the army of the Ivhalif, to whom 
he communicated the particulars of what had befallen his convoy* 

The fugitive, in reply to the inquiries of Ally, had desetibed the comman« 
der of the division of the enemy by whom be was intercepted, as being of 
great stature, with full connected eyebrows and distended nostrils, and a 
scar upon his check ; and the Khalif seems from this picture to have imme¬ 
diately recognized the person of Zohank, of whose presumption and *' 

annoyance he demanded, which of his brave associates would next under¬ 
take to rid the army. Zcheir the son of, most probably, another Keyss, 
though not unlikely in such a contest, that one brother should be frequently 
opposed to another, very checrfidly proposed himself for the service ; and " 

with not more than five hundred men, if onr authority is worthy of credit, 
attacked and defeated Zohauk, and compelled him, with considerable loss, 

* » ■ 

to rejoin the camp of Mauweiah. This discomfiture appears to have 
afforded to Anirfi a fresh occasion, which he did not neglect, of reproaching 
his general with the narrowness of that system which seemed to form 
the basis of all his designs; but in this respect, unless some stronger argu- 
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A.N^XX^^* B 16 nt,thaii that of mutual forbearance, wasalleged in support of bis opiniona 
A.D. 657. by Amrh, most men will probably feel disposed to think very differently 
Rouzut from him on such an occasion* Tliese apparent advantages could not, 
vnufiil. however, prevent Ally from repeating his overtures to Mauweiah, once 
more inviting him, on friendly terms, to submit to his authority. But, 
relying on the attachment and superior force of an army now augmented 
to one hundred and sixty thousand fighting men, all advances of such a 
nature were henceforward rejected with greater pertinacity and haughtU 
ness than ever, by the governor of Damascus. 



CHAP. VIII. 


T O avoid the frequent contradictions and interminable prolixity, witli 
which the occurrences of the war of Hejfeim have been related by a 
variety of historians, the author of the Kouzut ussufl^ professes to have 
accommodated his readers with a translation from the chronicle of Abft 
Hancifah of Dainur, as n'diicing the record of those events within some 
reasonable compass, at the same time that the work in question appeared 
to have established thi* strongest claims to the belief of the orientals. The 
narrative continues to exhibit, notwithstanding, even to a disposition not 
more than ordinarily fastidious, a multiplicity of individual exploits so 
formidably circumstantial, and, at this distance of time at least, so void of 
interest, t!ia% wiili many we should perhaps be rather commended than 
blamed, in omitting tliem altogether. But as there may be others, never¬ 
theless, to whom siieh details may not be always irksome, we have been 
induced tti eiieuinscnhe such as appear in any degree worthy of recital, 

W'itliin the limits of a separate chapter; to be either perused, or as might 
prohahly happen w'iihoiii considerable injury to his store of information, 
eiitireK rejected at the <liscretion of the reader. A.H.XXXVIl. 

During the period of three months,* comprizing the first and second Rabbeia the 
Kahhcid, and first .liiminaiidv, which wero consumed in insincere and 
fni'tless attempts to negociiitc an adjustment of diflerences, the contending 
armies are statesl to have la^-n itrawn out in the presence of each other in uie ist, 
order of battii-, not less than eighty-five different times, and as often pre- A.U.bsT’. 
vi’Utedrrmii engaging, liy the intermediation of the well disposed on either Rouzut^ 
side. But when the first mouth of Jummaudy was expired. Ally caused usfcuffi. 

• In the KhoIjnssftuI aklibaur, we find it btaied that Ally and his rival appeared on the 
'plainxd befieiae, iu the Ja»l niuiith of the year XXXVI, corresponding with June, A. 
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A.H.XXXVn. it to bo announced to his competitor, that he should give him battle the 
A. U.657. ensuing day. Accordingly, from the first day of the second Juminaudy* 
Rouzut of the year thirty-seven, a series of conflicts, more or less severe, diiirnally 

luufl'a. took place, until the appearance of the new moon of the succeeding muiirh 

of Rudjiib, when hostilities mutually ceased ; it being one of those months, 
during which, even in the obscure period of infidelity, the Anibiau tubes 
considered it unlawful to molest each other. 

While affairs were in this posture, two distinguished Mahommedans 
of the name of Abhdcrda and Abfl Imauina respectively, and both 
attached to the cause of Mauweiah, could not forhtar requiring of the 
latter, since there could be no just dispute of AHy’^ superior pretensions 
to the throne of the Khalit's, to furnish them with some consistent ground 
of justification for their conduct in drawing their swords against him. To 
this he replied, that they possessed a very competent plea, in the guilt of 
Othman’s blood. Gut when they further demanded, uhether that unfor¬ 
tunate prince had fallen immediately by the band of Ally, or remotely by 
the hand of another, he alleged, that at any rate he protecti'd the murder¬ 
ers ; wh -m, notwithstanding, if he consented to deliver up, he, Mauweia/t, 
among all the Syrians would be the first to acknowledge hU authority. 
With these stipulations on the part of Mauweiah, the two chiefs were 
accordingly authorized to proceed to the camp of Ally ; where, however, 
the nature of their mission was no sooner made public, than they found 
themselves beset on tiieir arrival, by the best part of the army, to the num¬ 
ber of twenty thousand men, loudly proclaiming that they were, all of 
them, the destroyers of Othman. From which it was not difficult lo 
perceive that it must be little less than imiiraciicable to produce the surreiN 
der of such a multitude with arms in their hands; and the delegates there* 
fore thought it convenient to withdraw from the encampment, without 
persisting in a hopeless errand. For some reasons or other, from a prudent 
recollection, according to our author, that there W'as safety in seclusion, 
they however immediately forsook the cause of Mauweiah, and apfjieared 
DO further engaged in the war of Setfeine. 

Impatient at the delay of his envoys, or at some other circumstance not 
explained, Mauweiah determined to repeat the overture, with, however, 

*Fron) the 13 th of November to the 12th of December, A. D. 6S7. 
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one very tniiterial alteration; namely, that if Ally would agree to the sur- A.H.XXXV1I. 
'render of the obii(»xious party, Mau weiah was willing to submit the question A. D. fiv. 
of ilie Khelaiifut to a eoiniiiittee of electors, in iinitalion of the precedent Rbuzat 

which had been esiablished on the demise of Omar. This proposal, it ussu^ 

fell to the lot of Jeih the son of MCkseilumah to coniinnnicate to Ally, but 
being s;>luted with the execration of that prince, he abruptly withdrew; 
leaving him an aii;!iy assurance, that the period was at hand, when his 
feelings would piohahiy he put to a much severer trial than what bad 
then appeared to excite such unnecessary resentment. Another of the 
deputies employed on the occasion, professing that he was not aware ot 
any adequate motive, cither of prudence or policy, which could reasonably 
influence the conduct of Ally, in refusing to deliver up the executioners 
of the late Kliaiiftotbe disposal of Mauweiah ; he very explicitly declared 
that, ill demanding the surrender of so many thousands of the bmvest 
soldiera in his army, they seemed to have forgotten that they had required 
what was out of liis jiower to perform. And with this reply the deputies 
returned totheir general. 

'I'he suspi'iision ot hostilities continued, nevertheless, if we may rely on A.H.XXXVIIf, 
the statenienis of oiir original, from the first day of lludjub to the last of Moliurritn 
Mohurrmi of the succeeding year, a period of seven months unmarked by 
a single act of bloodshed between the contending armies. At the expira. 
tion of this period, on the last day of Mobiirriin after sunset, Ally dis> 
patched a person to announce in the camp ot his adversaries, that he had 
fulfilled his duty iii abstaining from liostilities during the whole of the 
moiitlis prescribed by the law, and the usages of his country ; and that on 
his part, no exertion had been spared to reclaim them from their errors. 

Jle now, tliercfore, for the last time, admoiiishetl them to return to their 
duly, with this solemn assurance, that the God of armies could never 
befriend the cause of treason and rebellion. 


The night preceiling the first djiy of Suflur* was, of course, anxiously 
employed in preparations for the impending conflict, and when morning 
appeared. Ally disposed his troops in order of battle. The whole of the 
cavalry he placed under the orders of the venerable Aiirner the sou of 
Yaussor, at this period upwards of ninety: his itiiantry under those of AhdiiU 
bill Mo/zeyl. Aishaiith the son of Iveyss conducted the riglit, and 
Abdullah Abbas the left wing. These were, according to the llabeiU 


• 8th of July, A. D, 658, 
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A.H.XXXVIII, usioyri further lubdivided into seven bodies, under the subordinate 
A> L). dan, directions of Malek Ashtur, (for whom, from preceding statements, we were 
Housui prepared to form far higher expectations) of Hidjer the son of Auddy, 
vMuD'Sf Sheitli the son of Rebbeia, of Khkied the son of Mhammer, Zeiaud the son 
of Nausscr, of Saiieid the son Keyss, andKeyss the son of Saud Ebbaudah. 
The great standard was consigned to the care of Haushem the son of 
Auttebah Wokanss. On the other hand, the lieutenant of Damascus 
committed his cavalry to the discretion of the experienced Amrh, or, 
according to others, to that of Abdullah the son of Amrh. Mosslem the 
sou of Ankkehah directed the infantry. Obaidullali the son of the Khalif 
Omar appeared at the head of his right, and Jeib the son of Miksellamah at 
that of the left wing, llis army was otherwise disposed, like that of his 
antagonist, into seven subordinate divisions, subject to the orders of the 
same number of liis captains, whose names it would be here uiincc'cssary to 
recite. iJis principal standard, notwithstanding ^'hat formerly passed 
between tlicm, was committed to Alidiirraihinan the son ofKhi\l(>d. 

Heforc he leil them into action. Ally is represented to have addressed his 
soldiers totlic following cft’ect. After coinjiaring the cause in whieli they 
were engaged, to the ark of Noah, in which, all whoeniburkcd were saved 
from perdition, while, those who declined were precipitated into the abyss ; 
he eijcouiaged them, by the assurance of a pariieipatinn in the joys of 
h('<iv(‘n with Maliomined and the saints, to divest themselves of any 
melancholy impressions, which the prospect of the approaching conflict 
might have produced in their minds ; he recommended to tliem to address 
their vows and supplications to the rtirnne of Oiniiipotcnce for support and 
victory; to advance with steadiness and circumspection to meet the enemy, 
andwitli an hoiiorahio delerminatiori never to incur the ignominious inipu< 
tation ot having fled hr tore him ; he positively jnterdieted them, notwilh- 
atanding, from tin* commissiun ofany hostility, until provoked by aggression; 
from eoiitiiiumg the slaughter when tlunr adversaries should have taken to 
flight, and from striking at any part of iho body which mighc be naked or 
exposed. In short, fiom inflicting the stroke of death in any case, but 
where their own lives were ill jeopardy, and from otfering to molest or 
insult the weaker sex, under any circumstance of provocation wliatevcr. 
lie lastly desired them to rejoice in the rememberance, of the advaiiiagea 
with which they had been already distinguished by an all gracious Creator; 
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to console themselves with the reflection, that they were associated in the A.H.XXXyn!. 
destiny of their prophet’s nearest relative; and most seriously to consider A. D/6i8. 
the shameful dereliction of their duty, in the contest to which he was about Rouzut 
to lead them, as the assured pledge of indelible infamy in this world, apd lusuffiU 
of eternal punishment in the next. At the close of his address, he accord- 
iiigly proceeded to the held of battle, accompanied by his sons, by his 
couzin Abdullah Abbas, and his nephew Abdullah the son of JaufFer, 
together with many others of the most distinguished of those who survived 
of the associates, and protectors of the prophet’s exile. 

The operations of the first day were, however, early terminated by an 
occurrence, of which, the records of civil war will, perhaps, not unfre- 
quently furnish an example. While the armies were in aweful silence 
expecting the signal to engage, a person of the name of Khedjel the son 
of Atliaul, presented himself before the ranks of Ally’s line of battle, and 
challenged the followers of Mauweiah to the test of superior prowess in 
single combat. The proposal was speedily accepted by one who proved 
to be the parent of the challenger; but as their countenances were mutally 
concealed by their visors, the combatants, who were on horseback, had 
fought for a considerable time with equal advantage, when it was agreed to 
dismount, and decide the matter on foot. Happening, nevertheless, to 
put off their helmets, the father and son recognized each other, embraced, 
and immediately rejoined their respective parties without further contest. 

The armies, with some degree of horror, perhaps, for the result with which 
such an unnatural conflict might have been attended, quietly withdrew to 
their tents. 

On the morning of the ensuing day, when the armies were again 
arranged for battle, the intermediate space was occupied by Auttebah the 
son of Abi Sofleyan, the brother of Mauweiah. In boastful and insulting 
language, he called on Jaudah the son of Hobeirah, the sister’s son of 
Ally, to meet him in the trial of arms. The challenge was readily accepted; 
but in the contest which ensued, the strength, courage, and skill of the 
combatants appear to have been so equally balanced, that, although irritated 
to a degree of fury by mutual invective, they agreed to separate, in order 
to conduct their friends and followers to decide the victory; which, on • 
renewing the struggle, declared in favor of the nephew of Ally, his antag¬ 
onist being ultimately compelled to leave him in possession of the held. 



280 

A.H.XXXVIII. But to describe severally the multiplied exhibitions of individual pfowess, 
A. D. 658. which touk place during the whole of this protiacted campaign, and in the 
Rouzut tedious uniformity of terms in which they are to he found in the narrative, 
UMuffii. would exhaust the patience of the most indefatigable. It will therefore be our 

object henceforward, as far as possible, to conHne ourselves to those actions 
only, in vihich the hero of the piece, and the most distinguished of his 
parly, were personally and exclusively engaged. 

The battle of the third day was signalized by an attempt against the 
person of Ally, on the part of llurreith the favorite frcediiian of Mauweiali. 
Notwithstanding liie most earnest dissuasions of his patron against an 
undertaking of so much hazard, this maiisiirtered himself to be blinded by 
the insinuations of Amr&, that the cautions of llauweiali arose from a 
Secret compunction, lest an uncle's son shoiihl fall by the band of one of 
his own immediate dependents; and thus infatuated, he rushed to meet his 
doom, clad in the armour, and mounted on the horse of his master. His 
career was however of short duration. Having audaciously defied the 
force of Ally’s arm, that prince hastened to receive him, nothing loath, and 
with a single stroke of Ills scimitar, at once put an end to his life 
and ambition, for he had flattered himself, that tlie govern inf’iit of 
Tiberias in I'alcstine, would have been the reward of success. Mau-> 
wciali is stated to have suffered the keenest regret from the fate of 
this person, whom next to Abduriaihnian the scni of Rhaled, he acknow¬ 
ledged to possess the highest share of hi's confidence ; and he did not fail 
to reproach Amrh with the influence w'hich he had so officiously exerted 
in bringing it to pass. Amrh remarked that it was useless to rail at what 
had happened; that in the advice which he had ofiered, he was actuated 
by nounworthy motive; hut he conceived it just, that those who enjoyed 
the noblest distinctions under his government, shouhl be the most conspi¬ 
cuous in their exertions for its defence : and for a similar reason he sug¬ 
gested the expediency of calling upon Ahdnilali the son of Mhssaudah ul 
Ferauzy, as the next worthiest to oppose the valour of Aliy. Abdullah 
testifying, however, by his silence, that the enterprize was rather beyond 
his ambition, Amrh demanded if be could then reconcile himself to the 
stigma of dishonour; and the splendid presents of Maiiweiah further oper¬ 
ating to dazzle his understanding, he also consented to temjit his destiny ; 
and approached Ally, disguised in the armour and habiliments ofMaiiweiah^ 
But the lightning which gleamed from Aliy's sword awakened such 
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dreadful apprehensions in his mind, that he piteously exclaimed, in the A.H.XXXy]ir. 
’ utmost trepidation, that he was not Mauweiah; but that he bad been com- A* D. 658 . 
pelledby him, in that disguise, to expose himself in a conflict with Ally. " 

The latter, disdaining a contest with the slave of compulsion, told him, luMiffik* 
contemptuously, to retire; a permission, of which he was not slow to avail 
himself. Rejoining Mauweiah, he experienced from him those reproaches 
which his pusillanimity appeared to deserve, but to which he seems to 
have put a stop, by coldly demanding, if he felt any regard for his own 
life ; and when Mauweiah acknowledged the affirmative, he rejoined that 
he must then not be surprised if others were influenced by the same fee^” 
ings; and for his own part he confessed, that he saw nothing very desirable 
in the most princely possessions, if a conflict with Ally was to be the 
price. 

The next whom Amrd thought fit to recommend as worthy of assailing 
the person of Ally, was Besheir the Sbn of Ertaut; and he was accordingly 
proceeding on this dangerous experiment, when a kinsman interposed by 
every argument of prudence, and inferiority of personal strength and skill, 
to dissuade him from his rash design; he declared, notwithstanding, that 
he was bound to obey the commands of his general, though death itself 
dwelt on the point of Ally's spear, and perdition in the hilt of his sword. 

Thus bravely resolved, he advanced towards Ally, and hating fortunately 
contrived to elude the first stroke of zfil fckkaur,* that prince enraged at 
the failure, forced him from the saddle and dashed him to the earth, with¬ 
out however offering him any further injury. For this instance of forbear¬ 
ance, one reason which Ally assigned was, that destiny had postponed bis 
death; and that if the person who required the explanation should survive 
long enough, he would probably witness the evils which this miscreant 
was designed to occasion to his injured family; and in the event it will 
be seen that Besheir bore a conspicuous part in the bloody tragedy at 
KerbSia. On the retreat of this person, the Syrian chieftains appear to 
have declined, for the present at any rate, all further individual contest 
with Ally, who accordingly then withdrew to his station in the centre. 

The operations of the day concluded with the conversion to the cause of 


* The name of Ally’s double edged twwd. 
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A.H.XXXV11I' Ally, of Zeberkai a distinguished warrior in the service of Nfauweiah; who 
A. D. 658. had occasionally officiated as almoner to the prophet, and as agent of the 
Kouzut public booty, in the reign of Abu Bukker; and having been employed 

lUBuffa. during the Syrian war in that of Omar, he had ever since continued 
attached to the destiny of the governors of that province. Finding himself 
unexpectedly opposed to the youthful Itnaiim Hflsseync, who, by hia 
fathers permission, had accepted his challenge, he was seized with a sudden 
compunction at the idea of drawing his sword against one whom he could 
not but remember, as the object of his prophet’s fondest caresses ; and he 
therefore iiitreaied that Husseyne would become his intercessor for forgive^ 
ness with his father; to which he was accordingly received without great 
difficulty. The armies retired for the night to their respective encamp¬ 
ments. 

On one of the succeeding days of this memorable contest, on which it 
was the lot of Aumar Yausser, at the head of the troops of Irak, to bear a 
conspicuous share, Amrd, with the choice of the army of Syria, drew out 
to oppose him. Among these latter, there appearing a standard, the colour 
of which was symbolical of the party and principles of the house of Abbas, 
the troops of Ally immediately recognized it as one which had been 
presented tvith his own hands to Amrb, by the prophet. Such an impress 
sion Ally conceived it nenessary to removi*, by asserting that this most 
honorable proof of confidence in superior valour, had been bestowed on 
Amrfi,on the express condition, that he should never fly betbre infidels, 
nor fight against the faithful; the first of which he had violated before the 
prophet’s death, and of the latter his contempt was sufficiently demon¬ 
strated by his appearance in arms -against his brethren, on the present 
occasion. Aumar Yausser and Amrft engaged however the whole of this 
day without claiming the advantage on either side. 

On one of the following days, Abemmer, the mowlai, or eonfidential 
freedman of Abu Soffeyan, and one of the most intrepid warriors of the 
age, came forward, and gave defiance to Ally. Saussah the son of Soujan 
endeavoured to check his presumption, by imprecating the vengeance of 
heaven on the man who employed such a dog as he was, to insult the 
chosen servant of God. Ahemmer called out, notwithstanding, that his 
challenge was directed to Ally, and to no other person ; and that he should 
never ^uit that spot without the head of the son of Abitauleb, ot the 
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loss of his own. Apprized of his insolent menaces, the Khalif hastened to A.H.3CXXV1II. 
' inflict the chastizement which he seemed to provoke, by these arrogant A. D. 658. 
defiances; and immediately seizing him by the shoulders, he dashed him Roiuut 
to the earth with such furious violence as to fracture every bone and limb unufflU 
of his body. Ally resumed his station. Kerreib the son of AbrAhah, of 
the race of Ziyezzen, of hideous visage end gigantic stature, and of whose 
extraordinary strength it is given as a proof, that be could obliterate the 
impressions on a dirrem with his thumbs, was the next who placed himself 
in a posture of defiance, in the presence ofAlly*s followers, three* of 
whom had successively fallen by the more than brutal force of his arm; 
when the forbearance of that prince became exhausted, and. he determined 
without further delay to put a period to his triumphs, and avenge the im¬ 
molation of his brave companions. He accordingly approached, and 
threatening him with the severity of divine wrath which was now at hand, 
he admonished him to avoid it by'an immediate and seasonable recanta¬ 
tion of his errors. M'^ith insolent defiance, Kerreib replied, that with 
the trusty sword which he brandished in his hand, he had laid many such 
as Ally in the dust; and at the same instant making at him a well directed 
stroke, the Khalif received it on his buckler, and immediately returning it 
with unerring force and precision, clove him from the crest to the saddle 
bow. 

Ally again withdrew to his station, directing his son Mahommed by 
Ilanoifah, to remain however on the spot for a short time, in order to 
answer to the demands for v«?ngcance, which were likely to proceed from 
the relatives of the slam. Shortly afterwards, as he had foreseen, an uncle’s 
sou of thcTiilleii warrior, accordingly rode op, and imperiously demanded, 
wliither the cavalier who had slaughtered his kinsman had withdrawn 
Ijiniself. The son of Hanetfah informed him in reply, that he bad been 
deputed to represent the person whom he sought. A contest ipimedi- 
atolyi'nsucd; in which, after a struggle of some duration and obstinacy, 
the youthful warrior succeeded at last in unhorsing, and bringing hiit 
antagonist to the earth ; and in the same manner, not less than eight more 
of ilie Kinsmen of the deceased were successively compelled to yield to 
the superior valour and martial skill of the gallant son of Haneifah. Of 
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A.H.XXXVni. the latter, it is*said that, when afterwards, questioned by his friends as to 
A. D. 658. the motives which could have actuated his father, in exposing him to such 
Rouzut repeated assaults on this occasion, while he appeared so scrupulous with 
anuAil. respect to his brothers Hussun and H(isseyne; the generous youth replied, 
that nothing could be more reasonable than that the hands should be em¬ 
ployed for the defence of the eyes, which, as he explained it, was the 
distinction in which he and his brothers possessed the regaixl of their 
parent. 

During one of the subsequent days of the war, Abdurraihman the son of 
Kh&led, in the usual posture of menace and defiance, presented himself on 
the plain. To his summons cheerfully answered the fearless Malek Ash- 
tur, who with one tremendous stroke of his scimitar, divided his helmet to 
the scull. Stunned by the blow, although no further injured, Abdurraih¬ 
man ratherdisgract'fully withdrew; and appearing before Mauweiah, freely 
confessed that he felt himself no longer capable of siipprting his scheme 
of vengeance against the destroyers of Othman : the fermentation of whose 
blood, as far as he could judge, was not likely to subside, but in the total 
annihilation of those who had undertaken to avenge it. Mauweiah 
observed in reply, that his ardour for battle seemed lobe very easily extin¬ 
guished, since so childish an adventure was sulfieient to drive him from the 
field ; he should rather have called to his recollection the cruel insults 
endured by the injured monarch whom they were associated to avenge ; 
and above all to bear in mind, that with the resolute and brave, God was 
always present. To which, with as little reserve, Abdurraihman was 
beard to rejoin, that such remarks might well proceed from Mauweiah 
seated on his couch of state, a remote spectator of the storm, while the 
sword and spear were left entirely to his friends. He now called upon 
him in one instance at least to afford the world a proof of the sincerity of 
his professions; to disrobe himself of his unmanly silks, and clad in the 
habiliments of a soldier, for once assay the perils of the conflict. 
These severe hints were received by Mauweiah with apparent good 
humour. Calling for his helmet and armour, he proceeded towards the 
embattled front of the enemy, of whom he defied the boldest to enter the 
lists with him, directing his challenge in particular to the tribe of Hamdan. 
This was accepted by Saueid the son of Keyss, the ansaur, who accordingly 
advanced from the ranks of Ally’s troops, and discovering the quality and 
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identity of his antagonist, elderly rushed to engage him; but conceiving A.H.XXXTI1L 
’himself unequal to a contest with this,veteran chief, Mauweiah precipi- A«D»659. 
tateiy withdrew to his lent, speechless with consternation and shame. Rouaut 
After this abortive exertion of spirit on the part of Mauweiah, which 
as coming from the pen of an adversary we are not warranted perhaps in 
admitting to our belief without a considerable reserve on the score of inve¬ 
terate prejudice,MaiekAshtur came forward, calling for an opponent in the 
trial of arms. The person who presented himself to accept the challenge, 
appears to have been Obaidullah the son of the Khalif Omar, unconscious 
that he w'as opposed to his uncle. Upon nearer approach, he demanded 
the name of his antagonist, as he should not condescend to measure his 
sword with an inferior. “Men call me Malek the son of Hiretb,’’ 
replied Malek Ashtur; on which, after a short pause, Obaidullah observed 
that had he previously recognized him for his uncle, he would not have 
been the person to assail him ; at all events, he must intreat his permis¬ 
sion to retire. Malek Ashtur cautioned him to beware of having it said, 
that the son of Omar had basely shrunk from acontest with his equal. Obai- 
diillah rejoined, that life imported him far more than the clamours of a 
sensless populace ; he should be the rather more gratified in the saying, 

Sod has presen cdj than as a lifeless corse, that they should ejaculate, God 
have wt'Crcff upon his mnl. In short, that of two alternatives, he would 
rather forfeit the opinion of the world, than imbrue his hands in the blood 
of his relative. Upon this Malek Ashtur permitted him to withdraw, 
admonishing him for the future, not to enter the lists with an opponent, to 
whose person he w'as a stranger. Rejoicing at his escape, Obaidullah now 
presented himself before Mauweiah, by v. hoin he was desired to account, 
if possible, for the extraordinary symjUoms of alarm, of which he did not 
even yet appear sulficiently recovered; for to him it seemed, that in courage 
and personal strength lie and Malek Ashtur were much upon a par« To 
this, having received for answer, a demand why he did not himself make 
the ex[)erjment, Mauweiah ventured unfortunately to boast, that he had 
already met a person not inferior to Ashtur in any respect; alluding to hia 
aukward adventure with Saueid ; Obaidullah again observed, that this was 
very true, but be supposed that he would not presume to deny, that they were 
no sooner about to engage, than he fled before his antagonist like the fox 
from the assault of the lion. Here Mauweiah swore by his God, that 
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AtHtXXXVIIL when it suitefl hie convenience to meet the non of Abiteuleb hiniieif) k 
A. D. 6 ’ 58 . ihould be seen that he would not shun a contest with him. In the midst 
of the altercation, as if fortune whs determined to bring his sincerity to the 
anufift. test, the ears of Mauweiah were suddenly appalled by the voice of Ally, 
loudly inviting the son of Hinda to spare the effusion of Mahommedan 
blood, by meeting him but for one short instant in a trial of arms; that if 
he was victorious the world would be his own without a rival; but 'where- 
ever the victory rested, the public, at least, would be relieved from the 
pressure of those cahimitios with which it had been so long afflicted. Per¬ 
fectly aware that the speech of Ally \>as exclusively addressed to himself, 
Mauweiah preserved, notwiihsianding, the most profound silence; nor 
could he be prevaihid upon to unseal his lips, by either arguments or 
expostulations; though the son of Omar adjured him to attend to the 
invitations of his rival, as he valued his fame as a warrior, and his chardcter 
as the heir of Abfi Soffeyau ; and to embrace ibo opportunity of exhibiting 
to tlie world a glorious proof, that his pretensions to superior prowess were 
established on the justcsi foundations. 

Neither the repr-esentations of Obaidullali, nor the reiterated calls of Ally 
were, bovvever, capable of producing any imprcsai»)n on the behaviour of 
Mauweiah ; he persisted in the most obstinate silence. And Ally |#r- 
ceiving that threats and invitations were eciually unavailing, directed his 
career upon the front of the Syrian army, which after throwing into disor¬ 
der from right to left, he returned to his station. The remarks of the son of 
Omar were now pointed widi keener severity to the disgraceful apathy of 
Mauweiah ; on which he did not forbear to obser\’e, that whatever credit 
they might still have been disposed to give him, (although the result of his 
meeting with Saucid afft*rded a tolerable proof that his boasted pretensions 
were little to be depended on) yet the trembling limbs, and livid coiiiitenance 
with which he hearil the proposals of his more warlike rival, were demon¬ 
strations too palpable, not to remove the delusion altogether: and w'hat 
further means he had in reserve for the prosecution of his designs, he must, 
for his own part, confess himself at a loss to conjecture. Much offended 
at this freedom of language on the part of a dependant, Mauweiah desired 
Amrft to notice the remarks with which the of Omar presumed to 
insult his presence; but Amrh declaring himself of a similar opinion, 
that iu declining a personal conflict with Ally, he had done wrong. 



287 

Mauweiah thought fit to observe, that doubtless be also entertained his A.H.XXXTmi 

•views on the sovereign authority; otherwise he would have forborne to A. IX 

urge him to the hazard of a contest, from which he had not yet seen any one l^uzut 

return with life. Amrh solemnly disclaimed all views of this nature, wsulSl* 

although peradventure his pretensions might be individually considered 

not less warrantable than those of some other persons; but what would be 

the opinion of the world, when it should he known, that on such on occa. 

sion, the haughty and ambitious Mauweiah had so passively endured the 

Uiuntsand provocations of his couzin. To this Mauweiah made no reply, 

but turning the matter off with a smile, betook himself to other consider^ 

ations. 

The author has, however, taken care to provide his readers with an im« 
mediate proof, that his hero was not less an object of terror to the other 
Syrian chieftains, than he was to Mauweiah himself. For having in the 
interim exchanged his armour, and ^otherwise disguised himself, Ally again 
appeared, daring them to the ‘combat. Unconscious of the identity of his 
opponent, Ainrii ventured to advance a few steps, and Ally desirous of 
drawing him to a inorticonvenient distance from the protection of his fol¬ 
lowers, continued to curvet round his person, as if apprehensive of 
approaching loo near ; which encouraged him to proceed a little further, 
concluding tiiat this cautious circumspection, in no shape indicated that 
ardent and intrepid courage, which distinguished the son of Abfitaulcb. 

J Ic therefore advanced in his career, repeating certain lines which imported 
to the chiefs of the array of KuAili, and the destroyers of Othinan, that 
speedy discomfiture and havoc, which lie was about to carry among them, 
though a ihuusaud Abfil Ilussuns* were numbered in their ranks. Ally 
replied in responsive measure; and in terms which rather unexpectedly 
announced to Amrn, the anfagonist to whom he had so rashly opposed 
himseir. Vfitliout a moment’s delay or reflection he gave his horse the 
reins, and with w'hip and spur, urged him to escape within the protection, 
of tlic Syrian line. Ally pursued with eagerness, and making a wc|| 
init'iided longe, the point of his lance passed thutvigh the skirt of Amru’s- 
coat of mail, whicll^hrought him head foremost to the earth; unfortunately, 

;)ot wearing drawers, and his heels in the air, that part of his person 

* AppellsUonof Ally as the father ofHussun, 
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A.ILXXXVni. became exposed which we shall forbear to particularize. In this situation 
At D. 658. Ally scorned to do him any further injury, and suffered him to escape 
with the contemptuous remark, that he was never to forget the circum- 
mmiffil. stance to which he was indebted for life and safety. 

Thus escaped from the jaws of death, Amrh appeared in the presence of 
Mauweiah, with whom a conversation passed, which, though ill suited to 
the gravity of history, has however not been thought unworthy of relation, 
Mauweiah. “ J give thee credit Amr6 for thy ingenious contrivance, 
** though 1 believe thou wilt Le the first on record that ever escaped the 
sword by so scandalous an exposure. To the day of thy death it there- 
** fore behoves thee to be grateful to those organs, to which alone thy 
“ safety has been owing. Art thou not ashamed of being thus the accom- 
“pllce of thine own infamy?” Amru—** Put a check to thy loquacity 
** Mauweiah, hadst thou been in my place, thy pride had been completely 
** bumbled, and thy wives and children, at this moment, widowed and 
fatherless; when Ally dared thee to the field, did I not see thee pale and 
“deprivedof motion ? From a man of thy doubtful courage, these sarcas- 
** tical remarks on my actions are therefore equally unseasonable and 
“ unbecoming.” Mauweiah, (laughing)—“ Pray how didst thou contrive 
“ to breathe, Amrh, in a posture so uncouth, with thy legs swinging in the 
** air; 1 fancy thou wast little aware of the disgrace about to befai thee, 
“ or thou wouldst surely have provided thyself w ith a pair of drawers.’* 
AmrA—“ My conduct is no further singular than that when 1 perceived 
“ the superior strength of mine enemy, 1 thought it prudent to retreat.” 
Mauweiah —** 1 do not pretend to aver that there is any thing peculiarly 
“ disgraceful in yielding to such as Ally: 1 only maintain that it was 
“ scandalously so, to make a pair of colour stafis of thy legs, and to expose 
“ thyself so shamefully to him and all the world.” Ararft—“ It cannot 
“surely be surprising, that when he recollected me to be his uncle’s son, 
“Ally should have been induced to spare me.” Mauweiah—^‘•Nay 

“ Amrft this is too arrogant to be borne, remembering, as I do, the pro- 
“ phePs declaration, that Ally was of the same descent with himself, even 
** to father Adam. Now we all know that the father of Ally was a chief 
“ of the illustrious race of Haushrem ; whereas thine was no more than a 
“ common butcher, of the tribe of Koraish.” AmrA^—“ Great God ! 
“ these sarcastic remarks are to me far more intolerable than the paid 



'i* inflicted by the swords and arrows of the enemy* Had I remained a.H.XXXVI!I. 
“-quietly at home, without invohing myself in thy quarrel, atid bartering A.D.Sss. 

“ niy eternal welfare for worldly profit, 1 should never have been destined Rouzut 
“ to listen to such speeches, nor have subjected myself to the endurance uMufil. 

“ of all this burden of labour and anxiety.” Such, without embellishment, 
was the conversation which has been ascribed to these two celebrated men 
on this very ludicrous occasion; and which, as an illustration of manners, 
however deplorably it may fall short of the manly and exalted sentiments 
conveyed in the ingenious fabrications of the illustrious historian of the 
Roman republic, we have ventured to admit into these pages. But as if 
t>ur author were unwilling to part with his reader on such easy terms, he 
insists upon furnishing him with another relation of the meeting betwixt 
Amrfi and Ally ; with w’hom the former had pledged himself to hazard a 
personal conflict, as the price of his restoration to the presence of Maii> 
weiah, from which, in consequence of his importunities and the freedom 
of his remarks, he had been punished by an expulsion of some days. The 
result was, however, similar to what has been already described, and 
subjected Amru for a long time afterwards to the scorn and derision of 
Mau weiah. 

For two sections further are we compelled to accompany our author^ 
in his tedious and not very interesting descriptions of various individual 
conflicts which took place during this protracted campaign. Among the 
Syrians, one of the most distinguished for hardihood and deeds of blood, 
xu'as Gherraur the son of U1 Adehem; who now repaired to the intermedi¬ 
ate space mutually assigned by the contending armies for these martial 
exhibitions, and after a boastful recital of his own exploits, concluded by a 
general defiance to the followers of Ally. Aware of the undaunted cour¬ 
age and ferocity, which this person was acknowledged to possess, none of 
the KhaliPs troo[)s for some time appeared disposed to enter the lists with 
him; until as he was parading to and fro, he happened to cast his eyes 
upon Aiaush the son of Kebbeiah the Haushemite, of whom he demanded, 
if he felt so disposed, to try the effect of a career or two with him. Aiaush 
readily acceded to his proposal, on condition that they should each 
dismount; since they might on foot contend with greater security, while it 
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ja.H.XXXVlll. would not be so easy to elude the stroke of him who possessed the sharpest' 
A.D.658. sword. This was a method to which Gherraur observed that lie did not 
Rouzut experience the slightest difficulty in subscribing. They accordingly quit* 
rnsuffS. ted their horses, and most furiously assailed each other witii their scimitars; 
the adverse hosts resting on their arms the while, to behold the combat. 
Such, however was the impenetrable fabric or temper of their armour, that 
every exertion to strike with etfect proved utterly unavailing, until at 
length marking an interstice in the mail of his antagonist, Aiausb watched 
his opportunity, and inflicted so deadly a wound with the united strength 
of both his 'arms, that Gherravir immediately fell, amidst the tekbeirs and 
loudest plaudits of the friends of Ally, and to the equal confusion and 
sorrow of the adverse party. 

f^inding, from those who attended his person, that Aiaush was the suc¬ 
cessful combatant in the arduous struggle. Ally immediately required his 
presence; not indeed to applaud and reward him as he might perhaps have 
fondly anticipated, but to reprobate his conduct for his presumptuous 
infraction and disol^edience of orders, after the injunctions which, equally 
with Abdullah Abbas, had been so strictly laid upon him not to quit his 
station in the line on any pretext whatever. Aiaush endeavoured to vindi¬ 
cate himself by alleging the reflections to which he would have been 
exposed, if he had declined the invitation of his adversary in the face of 
the whole ami}'. Ally desired him to recollect how much more meritori¬ 
ous it was to abide by the precepts of his Imauin, or hierarch, than by 
listening to the suggestions of a declared enemy, to involve himself in des¬ 
truction. Addressing, however, a short prayer to the Almighty, he 
supplicated that his mercy might be extended to Aiaush, and that 
the merit of his exploit might not be rendered totally unavailing. On the 
other hand, Mauweiah apprized of the fate of Gherraur, proposed to.make 
that man the wealthiest among the wealthy, who should avenge him on 
his destroyer. Two wariiors of the tribe of Benni Lehim announced that 
they were ready to be the executioners of his vengeance ; and having been 
assured of a reward of twenty thousand dirhems* each, they jointly 
approached the station of Aiaush, whom they dared to the combat. The 
latter apprized them that it was not in his power to engage them without 

• About 458/. 6s. 8tf. 
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the permission of his general; to whom, in the mean time, he found means A.H.XXXV1II. 
to report the circumstance. Ally, after affirming with an oath, that it A. D. 6S8. 
appeared to be the determination of Alauweiah that none of the Bcnni Rouzut 
Uaushem at least should be suffered to breathe upon earth, commanded his ussuffiL- 
fiiend to dismount and put off his armour: and having given his own to 
Aiaush, he directed him to personate his sovereign, and occupy his station 
^iiitil he should return. Mounted on the horse of Aiaush, and clad in his 
armour. Ally proceeded thus disguised to meet the challengers. Suppos¬ 
ing him to be no other than the warrior whom they sought, they demanded 
if he had obtained the requisite permission; and as his answer implied that 
he was always warranted in attacking the oppressors, and that the cause of 
Ally had the support of Omnipotence, one of them immediately assailed 
him. With a single sweep of his scimitar, the Khalif severed the upper 
from the lower half of his body,; and such, adds the historian, was the 
keenness and temper of the steel, and the rapidity and precision of the 
stroke, that the man thus divided in halves, continued fixed in the saddle; 
the spectators concluding that Ally had missed his blow, until on the 
movement of the horse the tw'O parts of the body, on opposite sides, fell to 
the ground. 

The hope of golden reward wrought so powerfully, notwithstanding, 
with the survivor tViat he summoned still sufficient courage, to sustain the 
assault of Ally, so that he was also dispatched to share the fate of his com¬ 
panion. The destroyer of the Ilenni Lehim became now identified ; and 
Mauweiah bitterly complained that every measure on which he had been 
led to repose any reliance, seemed hitherto destined to terminate in dis¬ 
appointment and disgrace. To this, in retaliation perhaps for his recent 
sarcastic remarks, Amr6 dryly observing, that in this instance unfortu¬ 
nately the Lchimians and not Mauweiah were the sufferers, the author has 
accommodated liis readers with another colloquy between these celebrated 
chieftains. Mauweiah—“ Silence Amrh, thy remarks are at present 

“ uiiseasoiial>lc.” Anirft—“ I will at least supplicate that they may be 
received to the mercy of heaven, although on that subject j have ample 
reasiiii to despair.” Mauweiah—“ If they shall not find mercy, how 
** wretched, Amru, will be thy destiny ?” Amrh—** Even so, for had not 
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A*H.XXXVin. ” my indiscreet ambition to possess the government of Egypt prevailed 
A.D. 6'58. “ over every other consideration, my steps would at this moment have 
~ Houzut “ been directed towards paradise.” Mauweiah—“ Never didst tliou utter 
asiuffft^ « a greater truth. Thy greediness in that point hath so totally blinded thy 
'* understanding, as to have involved thee in a labyrinth of errors, from 
** which thou wilt not easily extricate thyself. Thou hast indeed proved 
" thyself a wonderful compound of duplicity, ambition, avarice, and art.’> 
Happy had it been for Mauweiah, observes the author in this place, it he 
had not been himself a slave to the very passions and vices of which he 
here so very modestly accuses Amrh ; or if he had been that simple and 
artless character, under the appearance of which only, ho had contrived to- 
imposc so egregiously upon the world. Wo are then informed that the 
armies now engaged m general contlict, until the radiant liiniinnry which 
rules the day descending to the obscure chambers of the evening, con-, 
signed them as usual for a sliort interval of repose to their tents ; neither 
side, as yet, claiming any material advantage over the other. 

In the course of one of the following days, Othman the son of Waeil, 
whom with his brother Ilanizah.'the historians of this war have agreed to 
pbicc in martial virtue, on a level with the bravest of the age in which 
they lived, and on either of whom, whether at home or in the field of 
battle, Mauweiah reposed his firmest reliance, presented himself ou the 
accustomed space, and demanded an opponent. Aiansh the son of Keb- 
bciali already noticed aliove, again cjiiitted his station, and obeyed the 
summons. A short conflict gave the victory to the son of Kebbeiah, who, 
with a dexterous sweep of his scimitar, struck offtlie head of his adversary; 
and llainzali was preparing to avenge the death of his brolher,when again we 
find Ally exchanging his armour for that of Aiansh, and in that disguise 
presenting himself to his assault. A single tremendous stroke of zulfekkaur 
separated one half of the head and shoulders of the ilifated w^rior from his 
body, to the surprise of the spectators; who, deceived by the disguise, 
ascribed the glory of the exploit to the bumbler merit of Aiaush. The 
next who presented himself under the same fatal impression to the avenging 
atcel of Ally, was Ainrfk the son ol’ Aiss, of the tribe of Benni Lehim, also 
reckoned among the bravest of the age in which he lived. As he seemed, 
at first disiKised to amuse himself by a display of skill in the management 
of his lance. Ally thought fit to remind him that this was a day of serious, 
practice, not of childish amusement; which, stimulating the ardour of the 
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^rian, he rushed upon theprophet*s rightful successor with all the fuiy of kMXXXft^ 
revenge. It was, however, speedily allayed. One unerring sweep of A. D. 658. 
zAifekkanr separated the upper portion of his body, which fell clean to the Rouiut^ 
earth from the inferior half which remained fixed on the saddle. These 
circumstances, however, bear so striking a resemblance to those already 
related in a preceding page, that they may be probably referred to the same 
occurrence, described with a little variation. But such, at any rate, was 
the extraordinary appearance exhibited by the mutilated carcase of the 
Lehitniari, that itforcihly attracted the attention of Amrh Auss; who incon¬ 
tinently exclaimed, that such a wound could onl^ be inflicted by the arm 
of Ally, and by his alone. Maiiweiab, nevertheless, professing to discredit 
the assertion, Amru proposed that be should order a general charge; adding, 
that if the disguised warrior kept his ground without shrinking, he 
required no other proofof his identity; if not, he should 'acknowledge his 
error. Accordingly the whole collectfed force of that part of the battle 
united in an assault upon the person of Ally, by whom it was sustained with 
iirimoveable firmness; nor could he be induced to withdraw until three and 
thirty of the ('tiemy had successively fallen by his hand. The loyal and 
intrepid Malek Ashtur then interposed, intrcal'mg that he would cease to 
(‘oiitend any longer with a misguided multitude, whose unhallowed 
attempts he would himself be responsible to chastize. Ue continued how¬ 
ever for some time to resist the importunities ofbis friend, appealing to the 
example of tfie prophet; who in the battles ofOhud and Honeync,did not 
conceive it beneath him to engage in a personal contest with his enemies; 
and urging the termination of those ills, which his faithful followers bad been 
compelled to endure, tluit would be the unquestionable result, if Mauweiah 
and his associate Amrii would meet him hand to hand. 

Suffering himself to be prevailed upon, at last, ho^vever, by the refreated 
solicitations of Maleic Ashtur, Ally withdrew to his station ; and his intre¬ 
pid friend now substituted lii»own endeavours to provoke Mauweiah to a 
persoiialjcontest, which the latter affected to disdain, on the pica that he was 
not his equal. Malek Ashtur next directing his attention to some other prey, 
fixed upon Jundeb the son of Abi Rebbeiah whom he dared to attest his 
prowess. This person had hitherto in vain solicited thehandofMarelah,oneof 
the daughters ofMauweiah; and being observed to hesitate with regard to the 
challenge of M<dek Ashtur, AmrA undertook to engage that the object of 
hia love and ambition sliouLd be the reward of a successful contest: a pro»- 
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A.H.XXXV1II. pect so flattering to his hopes irresistibly led him to tempt his fate. He 
A. D. 6ss. accordingly approached his warlike antagonist, who smiled with contempt* 
jlonsot nous ire at the information which he dared to announce, that the h.md 
vnuttt of the princess of Damascus was to be the price of his head. At the first 
onset Jundeb passed his lance under the arm of his opponent, who retained 
it in that position with a force which all the exertion of the Syrian was 
unable to relax, until it was divided in twain by the sword of that faith¬ 
ful advocate of the cause of AWy. Thus disarmed of the weapon on which 
beseemed to have rested his chief dependence, Jundeb endeavoured to 
save himself by a sudden flight, but was soon overtaken, and his ambition 
forever appeasetl by the unerring arm of his pursuer. Prosecuting his 
advantage with an impetuosity which struck terror all around him, the 
Syrians dispersed before Malek Ashtur like a flock of sheep; and he had 
made his way to the person Maiiweiah, whom he was preparing to 
rid of his cares forever, wdien a soldier, of tlie tribe of Hciini .lainmia, inter¬ 
posed, and yielded his own a sacrifice to save the life of his general. 
Mauweiah rejoicing in the escape, hastily withdrew himself from the scene 
of danger. 

Among the occurrences which distinguished another of the days of this 
memorable war, the demeanor of a certain Mohaiirek the son of Abdiirraih- 
man, has been sidected for particular relation in this place. Kntering the 
lists on the part of Mauweiah, this Syrian proclaimed thcorfhnary ohalh nge 
to the troops of Ally, and required an etpial comhatant. Fatally for him¬ 
self, Moumeii the son of Abdullah,* of the tribe of MArand, became the 
first to repel the proud defiance ; and falling in theeoiiflii;t, the ferocious 
Syrian struck off his head, placing it with its lips kissing the dust: then 
stripping the lifeless corse, he barbarously and indecently exposed it in 
that state to the view of both armies. Exulting at this early specimen of 
success, Mohaurok again haughtily measured the field, daring the adveiso 
line to a further trial of arms. His appeal was next answered by Mosslem 
the son of Abdurreiah, of the tribe of Ezd, who, as well as tw'o other war¬ 
riors who generously endeavoured toavenge his death, shared the fate, and 
was condemned to the same brutal and uriinatiiy exposure with his prede¬ 
cessor. The arrogance of the Syrian became now above all restraint; the 
soldiers of Aliy being in truth* more powerAilly deterred from a contest 
with him, by an apprehension of the infamous and brutal exposure after 



dleath, than by the prospect of death itself. This brutal treatment of the AJ3.!XXXVnt 
slain was probably levelled as an insult to the unsullied purity and honor- A. D. 658. 
able feelings of the son of Abbtauleb; whose particular abhorrence of a Bopirtt 
proceeding so savage could not have been unknown to the enemy* 

Acc<irdiugly the disgraceful circumstance became no sooner known to the 
Klialif, than he hastened to disrobe himself of his 'ordinary garb, and in a 
disguise which sufiiciently concealed his identityt presented himself to the 
vaunting Syrian. Spurred to his fate by a spirit of presumption, and ignor¬ 
ance of the quality of his illustrious opposer, he did not hesitate to attack- 
the person of Ally,, by whose scimitar he was instantly cloven from the 
shoulder to the chine. The Khalif then dismounting from his horse, 
struck off his head ; but in contrast to the practice of the fallen miscreant,' 
he placed it on the earth face upwards, to the contemplation of heaven. 

In the same manner seven more of the Syrian warriors, who assailed the 
person of Aliy, became the victims oftlmir own rashness, and successively 
shared the fate of their predecessors. 

Observing that matters had taken this serious reverse, th|; love of life was 
nut less [)owerful in intimidating the Syrians from the hazard of a contest 
with the intrepid unknown, than tlie apprehensions of a scandalous* 
exposure had n'.ecntly proved in deterring their adversaries: and Mauweiah 
also finding that the same panic had irresistibly seized the bravest of his 
soldiers, called upon one of his slavesof the name of ITarcth, distinguished 
for superior strength and hardihood, to summon the whole of his force, in 
order to terminate the misehiefs of which this strange cavalier was the 
occasion ; an undertaking,, he added, worthy of his unrivalled prowess. 

** Alas my lord,’^ said llareth, “ though convinced from observation that 
“ the united force of your army would be insufficient to compel him to 
“ retire ; and though all who make the attempt be doomed to perish, yet 
“ since my life appears to have no further value in your esteem, and a 
“ refusal on my part might }froduee a degree of aflliclion on yours, I am 
“ prepared to evince iny obedience, though inevitable death be the issue.. 

“ lletter 1 should perish a thousand times, than my lord should suffer a 
“ moment’s uneasiness.” “ God forbid,” replied Mauweiah, “ that I 
should consent to thy destruction ; so far from it, that 1 do not wish thee 
the slightest injur). Set thy mind at rest, 1 will endeavour to find lu 
“ remedy in prevailing upon some other to undertake the enterp.rize,” ia 
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jk<H.XXXVIiI. this, however, he was rather less fortunate in his research, than his slave 
A, D. 63 8. was in the exemption: not one in thV whole army appearing disposed to 
Rougut the perilous attempt. Ally no longer at a loss to conjecture 

oittA. the reason, put off his helmet, and pronounced M'ith a voice of deRunce 
that he was Abhl Hussun; and this producing a turiuiltnous murmur 
among the Syrians, ho disdainfully withdrew ; the sla-e of Mauweiah 
exulting in the sagacity which had enabled hitn to csiiinate the danger 
from which tlie forbearance of Ins sovereign had so seasonably contributed 
to rescue him. 

In one short section, with a brevity of wliicli wa cannot often accuse him, 
our annalist proceeds to dispatch the eveim of three successive days of 
battle; the third of which was fatal to Obaiduilah the son of the Klifilif 
Omar, who fell by a mortal wound from the lancc of Hnrrcitli the son of 
Jauber the llancRte, while conspicuously engaged at Uie head of the 
troops of ISIauwciah; although the death of this prince is an honor equally 
contended for by the tribes of Hamdan and Ha/rainowut. His fate is at 
ihe same time described by the compiler of the liabcib tisseyr, with some 
variation of circumstance; he is represented to have fought this daj' at the 
head of two thousand horse, in eomplele armour; and previous to the 
wound which occasioned his death, to have called on Imaurn Hussun 
who attended his iatherV person, as the oiVspriiig of the spotless Fatima, 
and the prophet’s grandson, to propose himself for the Kliclaufut; as tiie 
only sure means, from the nature of his pretensions the justice of which 
was equally undisputed by all parties, to put a stop to the eifusion of 
blood. This measure so repugnant to the sentiments of filial respect and 
aftection which animated the bosom of Hussun, was immediately rejected 
with scorn and indignation; subsequent to which, the son of Omar 
received that wound which forever closed his career. 

The twenty sixth day from the recommencement of hostilities was ren¬ 
dered memorable by the fall of the aged and respectable Aumer Yausscr. 
On this occasion the aripies had been led into action before sun rise; and 
the venerable warrior, now upwards of ninety-one, was seen to address 
himself with more than ordinary earnestness, and disregard of danger, to 
the business of the day, though dissuaded from an unnecessary exposure 
of his person by the Khalif himself. In one of the repeated charges into 
the thickest ranks of the enemy, from wiiich he was not to be restrainecji 



297 

the only person of eminence recorded to have fallen hv his hand, was a A.H.XXXVin* 

brotlu r ofZfll Kullaa, the Hotnoiriao, who became the victim of his rash- A. D. (>'58. 

noss, in endeavouring to arrest the progress of this veteran chief. Itouzut 

Fatigued, however, with exertion beyond the compass of his years, and usiuffL 

fainting with thirst, Auraar called for water; by some accident or other they 

procured him a cup of milk and water, called by the Arabs zabbauh, which he 

no sooner observed, than repeating the tekbeir, and taking a draught of 

the grateful beverage, he related to his attendants a prediction of the pro* 

phet; that he should fall by the hands of rebels ; that he should receive his 

mortal wound in that part of the body which is neither subj<>ct to the 

protection of the angel Gabriel, nor of Michael, but betwixt both ; and 

that his death would be at band when he desired water, and they should 

bring him milk and water; from all which he assured them that he should 

not survive the day. 

According to others, he desired his followers to observe the banners 
W'liich tloated among the squadrons of Mauweiah; with these, he said, he 
had on three memorable occasions in the service of his prophet, combated 
the adversaries of the true faith: and yet that the time was come,in which he 
might with a safe conscience assure his soldiers that it was a sacred duty to 
assail those who were associated under the shadow of the same banners. 

For his own part, he was not disposed to conceal from them, that this day 
was destined to be the last of his life; but for such a circumstance he 
intreated them to be under no concern ; rather to commit his fate to the 
disposal of tliat benignant being, in whose mercy, the advocates of the 
cause of a just and virtuous prince would find a sure and everlasting 
asylum. So saying, he gave his charger the lash, and plunged with 
desperate violence into the hottest of the action. After having successively 
charged them, with^a contempt of danger which could not fail to render 
him an object too conspicuous not to attract the attention of the enemy, 
he was at last surrounded by the Syrians ; and one of them, at a moment 
when he ivas of}' liis guard, transfixed him with a lance below the 
short ribs. Fainting under the knguish of his wound, he yet summoned 
sufficient strength to withdraw to the protection of his own party; and 
then renewitig the draught of milk and water, bore testimony to the truth 
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j|.H.XXXVin. of the prophet’s prediction, and immediately expired. Information of th* 
A. L). G58. melancholy event was speedily conveyed to Ally; who hastened to the 
> Koiizut pillow of the departed warrior, and placing his head upon his knees, pro- 
wsulTfi. cceded to lament his fate, in a strain which bespoke his own sorrow and 
the transcendent merit of him whose loss he deplored. He further pro¬ 
nounced that that man was no true Mahommedan, to whom the death of 
the venerable Auniar was not a serious private affliction; and having 
implored the mercy of his creator for the departed spirit of his friend, on 
that day when risen from the dust an account of his actions should be 
required of him, he related, as a proof of the intimate friendship which 
subsisted between him and their revered and illustrious prophet, that he 
never observed three persons in company with the latter, to whom Aumar 
did not make a fourth, nor four to whom he did not make the fifth. Not 
once, repeated he, but most frequently had the lamented Aumar secured a 
claim to the mansions of eternal bliss, the gates of which were doubtless 
at this moment thrown open to receive him; while he could undertake to 
announce for his destroyers, as well as for his calumniators, and those who 
had stripped him of his armour, an abode in everlasting misery. From this 
latter circumstance it would, however, appear, that the body of Aumar bad 
originally been left on the field of battle ; but being afterwards recovered, 
received the rites of sepulture from the hands of Ally himself, who did not 
fail to do justice to the virtues of his departed friend. 

It is at the same time further related, that the day on which he fell, the 
person of the venerable Aumar Yausser was pointed out to his followers by 
Mauweiah, who promised a purse of dirhems to any one that would bring 
him his head. Soon afterwards, Wulleid the son ofAukkebah, and a certain 
Kben ul Joiin Ussegoony, appeared in bis presence with the head of the 
fallen chief, each claiming for himself the merit of having killed him. 
Unable to judge between them, Mauweiah referred them to the decision 
of Abdullah the son of Amrfi. To direct him in his decision, Abdullah 
desired that they would respectively describe the manner Jn which this 
exploit had been performed. Wulleid afflrmed generally, that he had 
assailed and killed the aged warrior, without stating the particulars of the 
combat; on which Abdullah pronounced without hesitation, that he at 
any rate was guiltless of the deed, and turning to Kben Usseggoony, he 
lequired his statement of the case. This person proceeded accordingly tQ 
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relate, that his lance having penetrated the armour of Aumar Yaussert the A.H^xjc^nllr 
‘latter was unhorsed in the conflict; and exclaimed, that he must despair A.D.6&B. 
of deliverance, whose contrition and humiliation was destined to take place Hoiucut 
in the presence of the two archangels already named. An exclamation, of unuiOu 
which, unless it attested the conviction of the dying chief, that the'hour 
of dissolution was too late for repentance, wc cannot pretend to explain 
the allusion. In this situation, however, according to the statement of 
Ussegooiiy, Aumar looked incautiously to the right and left, and thus 
aflbrded an opportunity to strike off his head at a single blow; “take thy 
reward'’ said Abdullah, “and at the same time my congratulation on the 
“ prospect of eternal punishment.” “ Wretched is my lot then if 1 kill,” 
cried Usseggoony, throwing away the purse of dirhems which had been deli¬ 
vered to him, “and equally wretched if 1 am killed.” As a sequel to the 
death of this venerable personage, we are also informed, that when it was 
mentioned to Mauweiab by Amrtk, as a circumstance to be regretted, that 
Aumar had fallen by the hands of their soldiers, the former demanded 
why the matter should give him such concern ? “ Surely,” cried Amrft, 

“ thou art not aware of the prophet’s prediction, that he should be cut off 
“ by rebels.” “ Say not that our men were his destroyers,” rejoined 
Mauweiah, “ he was the murderer of Aumar Yausscr, who engaged him 
“ in the war, namely, the son of Abiitauleb.” On which occasion, Abdul¬ 
lah the son of Amrft, who was present during the conversation, shrewdly 
remarked, that the guilt of Hamzah’s blood, by a similarity of reasoning, 
must rest with the prophet who conducted him to the field of Ohud ; not 
with Wahaushy, by whose spear he fell. A remark which is, however, by 
others ascribed to Ally himself, when the saying of Mauweiah was after¬ 
wards reported to him. 

The contest had now continued fora period of eleven months; in which* 
according to tlie best informed historians, though with the exception of the 
months interdicted by the laws and usages of Arabia, the armies were daily 
brought into action; yet the dread of total extirpation which reciprocally 
prevailed, had hitherto deterred the parties from committing their cause 
to the hazard of a general and decisive battle. One day, however, towards 
the conclusion of the campaign, Ally is represented to have prepared for 
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A.H.XXXVITI. the conflict with more than usual solemnity. Clad in the prophet’s mail 
A. and turhan, and mounted rn the prophet’s horse lleyah, with his whip 

Huiiziit mumshonk in hand, he announced to Malek Ashtur his intention to 
QMufti. combat that day, under the old and venerated standard of Mahomin* tl; by 
whom he aek now lodged to have been forewarned at the period of his death, 
of the hostilities in which he was to be involved, and of the injuries which 
be was destined to experience from the men of Syria and Daniascns. lie 
then directed it to he proclaimed to the army that all vvlio were ambitious 
of devoting themselves in the service of their (iod, should immediately 
prepare for serious action. Accordingly the troops tlrew out in formidable 
strength, and the standard of the prophet, now worn to shreds, being pro¬ 
duced to them, the appearance of the venerated relic called forth the tears 
and sobs of the illustrious companions who had so often fought and con¬ 
quered under its shadow; such as were within reach, kissed it with 
enthusiastic devotion, while others pressed it to their eyes. 1’hose at a 
distance were content to fix their looks upon it with feelings of reverence 
and loyal aftectiou ; and iii this disposition the various tribes received 
instructions from Ally to direct their attack respectively upon the opposite 
squadrons in the adverse line. Mauweiah, on the other hand, was not 
inactively employed; twelve thousand of the l)est warriors of the Koraish 
and other tribes of llejauz assembled round liis tribunal, listened with 
faithful zeal to the arguments which he [repeated to stimulate them to 
blood and slaughter. Nevertheless, when Ally, sword in hand, at the head 
of his numerous veterans impetuously rushed upon them to the cry of 
Allah Id. akbui\ they found themselves incapable of withstanding the 
assault; and were accordingly thrown into immediate confusion, the 
ensigns of Mauweiah appearing at this moment to verge on total discomfi¬ 
ture and defeat. Observing them give way in all directions, Ally reproach¬ 
fully proclaimed aloud, *‘Menof Damascus whither do ye fly? arc yc 
“yet to learn that victory and defeat are the alternate chances of war ?” 
Awakened to a sense of shame by this seasonable admonition from the 
lips of an enemy, the Syrians are said to have immediately rallied and 
recoiled on their adversaries : and thus recovered from disorder, the tribes 
of Auk and Aishaur, who had been the first to give way on the occasion, 
were commanded by Mauweiah to post themselves in front, in order to 
receive the further onset of Aliy’s troops. The former of these tribes, 
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observing that the Hamdanites occupied the part of Ally’s line of battle A.H.XXXVIII, 
which was opposite to them, made a solemn vow that they would never A. D>6&8. 
quinhe field while one of their opponents remained to dispute it; the Rouziit 
, same resolution was adopted and announced by the (famdanites, and 
occasioned a dismal slaughter among the bravest of both armies; heads 
now rolled about like tennis balls, and streams of blood polluted the field 
in all directions. Hut in the issue, the Syrians sufiered a total defeat, and 
retired in the utmost confusion. 

Ill those circumstances Ally forbore to continue the slaughter, and 
forbad his followers to^pursuc the flying enemy, notwithstanding the 
expostulations of Ins generals; who urged the impossibility of terminating 
the war with success, if, from a sentiment of absurd and mistaken lenity, 
he thus persisted in debarring them from the prosecution of an advantage, 
ac(|iiir(‘d by so much bloodshed; andassured as he must feel himself, that had 
fortune placed them at the mercy of Mauweiah, they could have nothing to 
expect but the indiseriminating vengeance of the sword. To this Ally briefly 
replied, that the conduct of Mauwciali, so long as it was distinguished by 
a total disregard of the precepts of the KorAn,- and the recorded traditions 
of the prophet, could scarcely be considered as an example for his guidance; 
that at any rate he was determined not to tread in the steps of a man, who, 
if his mind had in any respect been influenced by the unalterable principles 
of truth and wisdom, would never have compelled him to engage in these 
iimiatural hostilities. Tliese argnments, however, so amiable in theory, and 
so injurious in practice, could not fail to operate most prejudicially to the 
interests of this otherwise princely chief. And we are therefore not 
to he surprised that in the sequel, finding that their blood and exertions 
were to he thus perpetiinlly lavished in vain, he lost, at an important crisis, 
the support of the greatest part of his army. 

Hut whatever motives actuated this impolitic forbearance on the part of 
Ally, the unexpected prolongation of the war, and the havoc made in the 
ranks of the S\riaiis in the ordinary course of battle, disposed Mauweiah 
once more to recur to the more congenial plans of negociation and intrigue, 
lie therefore transmitted to bis adversary a letter in the following 
terms. “ 1 am persuaded that if either of us had formed a conception, 

** that the contest would have proceeded to these calamitous extremities, it 
“ would never in any shape have broken out between us. Let us bo 



A.H.XXXVin. ** advised by ekperience to say nothing of what has passed, and to terminate 
A.D. 658. “OUT differences by an immediate peace. Our hopes with respect to the 
Rouzut “ issue of the war may still be supposed to be much upon an equality; 
quuff&. “perhaps our apprehensions of death and dissolution are not less so; but 
“ we can neither of us be ignorant of the numerous list of just and virtuous 
men, who have already fallen victims to these cruel animosities. I 
“ formerly proposed that the government of Syria should be confirmed to 
“ me, with an exemption from any stipulation of allegiance. That proposal 
“ I now repeat, from the sole desire to rescue the remnant of our followers 
from the total extirpation of the sword. Neither is there any circum* 
“ stance to warrant the extremity to which our animosities have been 
“ carried: sprung from the same illustrious stock of Abrdroeiiauf, our 
“descent is equally noble, and must necessarily preclude any preten- 
“sions to superiority of the one over the other.” To this Ally iniinedi- 
ately made the following reply. “1 have received thy letter, Maiiwciali, 
“ and am perfectly aware of its contents, as well as of the tnahgiiity, iiijiis> 
“ tice, and contumacious insolence of thy pretensions. In contradiction to 
what thou art disposed to think, I afiirm, that at this moment, niy aiixi- 
“ ety to contend with thee, in the field of baitle, is infinitely more ardent 
“ than ever, and that it is more likely to increase than diminish. 1 deny 
“ thy insolent assumption, that our hopes and fears are in any shape upon 
“a par, since the distinction between us is as wide as that which separates 
“ the advocates of conviction and truth, from the slaves of doubt and 
** hypocrisy ; and in the same proportion as the zeal of my followers to 
“ secure the solid compensations of a blissful futurity is greater, than that 
which animates the adherents of treason and rebellion, to possess 
themselves of the contemptible vanities of this world. I reject with 
‘‘ indignation thy proposal to hold the government of Syria, without 
“acknowledging my authority: neither am I aware of any recent advan- 
“ tage, of which thou canst boast thyself, that should in any shape operate 
“ with me to recede from my former resolution on this point. That we 
“ are equally the descendants of Abedmenauf, 1 shall not pretend to deny. 

“ but unless thou canst prove that Ommeyah was like Haushem, or that 
“ Hurreb was on an equality with Abduhnfitleb, [ shall never admit that 
“ there is no distinction in our claims ; or that the son of the repudiated 
“ should even breathe a whisper of placing hie pretensions on a par with 



** him who conducts himself under the guidance of divine favor. Neither A.H.XXXV1I|^ 
' ** my precursor in embracing the true faith, nor my associate in sharing the A. D. 6d8. 

** prophet’s exile, what are the merits, or the virtues, on which thou canst 
'** presume to contend with me, who am at once the prophet’s couzin, the uwittti 
** brother ofhis ajfTections, the heir of his knowledge, and the legitimate 
‘‘successor to his power ? With me, who, possessing with the prophet the 
“ same relative situation that Aaron enjoyed with Moses, had long since 
“been invested with the same prophetic and universal powers, if it 
“ had not been ordained that those sacred functions were to be forever 
“ closed in his divine mission. Perhaps 1 may further be compelled to 
“ demand, considering the advantages with which an all beneficent being 
“ has chosen to distinguish me, on what grounds it can possibly be 
“ attempted to compare the offspring of the base and sordid, with mj 
“ noble and generous progeny ? Let it not, however, for a moment pos* 

“sess thy imagination, that I am in any shape wearied of the contest. 

“ Be it rather thy conviction, tha( had the tribes of Arabia forborne to 
“ enrol themselves in my righteous cause, the horrors, the calamities, to 
“ which they would have been exposed, would have furnished a more 
“ fearful example than has hitherto been recorded in the aiuiala ei tb« 
world,*’ 
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CHAP. IX. 

I N concurrence with the testimony of some of the most rcspectabte 
historians, our author professes that be has been led to introduce the 
correspondence which closes the preceding chapter, as having taken place 
previous to the conflict of that niglit, towards the conclusion of the war 
which has been since distinguished by the appellation of the Uulut ul hnr- 
reirt the night of sparring, or us it has been, perhaps, more literally trans¬ 
lated, the night of snarling. lie accordingly proceeds to state, that 
Mauweiah, finding from the reply of his adversary that he must divest 
himself of all hope of accommodation, was again constrained to commit 
his pretensions to the decision of the sword; and on a sulisequent day 
both armies once more appeared on the field in order of battle. Previous 
to the commencement of the action, the powers of Ally’s eloquence were 
again employed to assure his followers, that those, who on this day should 
devote their lives to the cause of God, would ensure to themselves a 
futurity of endless happiness. He appealed to that Almighty being, who 
held at his disposal the life of the son of Abitauleb, fur the purity of his 
motives, when, from a sincere conviction of the dangers which assailed 
their common faith, he felt himself compelled to engage in this disastrous 
contest; for nothing less could have induced him to exchange the tran({nil 
enjoyments of domestic repose, for the turbulent <ind destructive scenes of 
war. But the task of restoring the misguided associates of Mauweiah’s 
ambition to the genuine principles of true religion, was now become an 
object of absolute and indispensable necessity. With respect to the 
motives which influenced the conduct of his adversary, he made no scruple 
to trace them to the rancorous spirit of revenge which reigned in his 
bosom, and survived the period of his infidelity, towards the veterans of 
the fields of Beider and Ohud; in which Mauweiah was of course among 
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the most inveterate and reselute opponents of the Mahommedan legislator. A.H.XXXVIIIi 
This vindictive spirit he was that day determined to satiate in their blood, A. D. 658. 
though he had the truths of revelation to warn him that he should be Rouzut 
disappointed. ussuffli. 

To this address the adherents of Ally, through their mote eminent leadeM, 
briefly replied, that the slight remains of doubt, which formerly prevailed 
in their minds, had been entirely removed by the death of Aumar Yausser. 

That fatal event had suflicientiy convinced them that the cause of Mau« 
tveiah and his-folloviers was that of profligacy and rebellion; that their 
attention Wiis now fixed upon him with a more determined loyalty than 
ever; and that they accordingly stood prepared to carry his orders into 
execution with equal firmness of body and constancy of mind. Having 
warmly applauded these expressions of zeal, Ally, at the head of two 
thousand horse, selected from those of Hejauzaiid Irak, and who immedi¬ 
ately attached themselves to his person on this occasion, advanced sword 
in hand, to assail theenem}. When he had approached within a con¬ 
venient distanc(>, he signified to his gallant followers, that he was about to 
lead them to the charge ; and exhorting them to preserve their ranks united 
as one man, he immediately rushed upon the adverse line. Animated by 
the example of their intrepid leader, this body of cavalry bore v/ith irresisti¬ 
ble impetuosity upon the Syrians, whom they threw into irrecoverable 
disorder, dying their horses hoofs in the blood of the slaughtered. The 
fury of such an assault appears for the moment to have deprived the troops 
of Mauvveiah of the power of action ; which compelled the latter chief to 
observe to his friend Ainrft, that in order to secure the lustre of to-morrow, 
it seemed expedient lo submit with patient resignation to the misfortunes 
of to-day. “ I’nie,” said .Amrh, “ and yet as far as I can judge, this day 
“death is truth, and life is error. But another similar charge from Ally 
“ and his cavalry, an<] not a vestige of our troops will survive to relate 
“ the story.” The battle continued, however, to be maintained with una¬ 
bated fury ; the cavalry dismounting to combat on foot, and at last even on 
their knees with their swords and daggers. The exploits of Malck Ashtur 
were recorded in the blood of many a Syrian, and many a gallant adherent 
Of the cause of Ally was destined that day to receive the stroke of death. 

SR 
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iA.H.XXXVin. So numerous indeed were the casualties among the followers of that 
A. D. () 58 . pritice, that the war>inurcd Ashtur himself, was seen to weep aloud; 
Kou^ui although these emotions of yet unextinguished humanity were ascribed 
ussufla. by the hardened veteran, to a sentiment of generous regret, that among 
the multitude selected around him to perish in the cause of their sovereign, 
he alone seemed still destined to be excluded from the glory, to which he 
had so long and ardently aspired. 

The setting of the sun, which had usually terminated the conflict, seems 
on this occasion to have produced no cessation to the exertions, nor abate¬ 
ment to the fury of the combatants. The business of blood and vengeance 
siifTered but little interruption from the confusion and obscurity of the 
night; in the course of which, Ally is stated, with his own hand alone, to 
have killed not less than five hundred and twenty-three of his adversaries j 
having at each mortal sweep of zfllfekkaur, repeated the tekbeir, which was 
committed to memory by one of his attendants, and considered a compe¬ 
tent proof of the extent of the execution. It is even recorded by the 
compiler of the Moadjem-e-kebbeir, or greater history of the Persians, 
that Mauweiah himself should have asserted, that during the laiiut ul hur- 
reir, Ally killed with his own hand, more than nine hundred of the 
bravest men in the Syrian army ; and that he should moreover have 
acknowledged, that on this fearful night, such was the extremity of his 
despair, that he actually deliberated on the choice of two alternatives; either 
to employ the mediation of Abdullah Abbas with his kinsman, for permis¬ 
sion to retire to Mekkah for life, or to fly for protection to the Greek 
emperor, and intreat an asylum in one of the islands of the Mediterranean. 
But that he had been determined to abide the issue, by the very seasonable 
recurrence to his recollection of those lines of the poet, which inculcate 
the advantages, and the necAsity of a persevering firmness of mind in the 
field of battle, of all human operations the most precarious in its events. 
The slaughter of this memorable night has been [variously estimated, by 
different writers, from three and thirty to six and thirty thousand, including 
those who fell on either side; while the lowest estimation gives two 
thousand and cighty-one as the number of the glain on the part of Ally, 
and seven thousand, or nearly that, on the part of Mauweiah. 

The conflict appears to have been maintained with still unabating violence, 
until the sun had reached a considerable elevation above the horizon on 



307 

the succeeding day'; when, observing the symptoms of exhausted powers, A.H.XXXV111. 
and despondence, which generally prevailed among his troops, Mauweiah A.D. Sss. 
called upon Amrh for that boasted expedient, which he professed to have Rouxut 

in reserve for the hour of need; for that unless he could devise some plan to uBiuif&. 

avert the mischief, they appeared to be rapidly verging towards defeat. It 
M'as at the termination of the conflict of the lailut iil liurreir, according to 
some historians, that the fruitless correspondence took place, which appears 
at the close of the preceding chapter; and on the failure of which, Mauweiah 
consulted with Amrfi on the means of dispelling the storm. But according 
to the historian ofDainhr, hostilities were mutually suspended in the fore¬ 
noon of the ensuing day, for the purpose of burying the slain ; on which 
occasion, having awakened the attention of his principal commanders to 
the crisis at which affairs had arrived between them and their adversaries, 
now driven to the last extremity, •Ally directed them to prepare for the 
final contest of the morrow ; of the event of which, his confidence in the 
decisionof a justand unerring judge, would lU't, he alleged,permit himtoeii- 
tertain thesmnllcstapprehension. Aknowledgeofthcseawefulpreliminaries 
produced, from Mauweiah, that appeal to the experience aud skill of Amrh, 
to which we have just alluded. The latter then disclosed the device which 
he said he had long conceived for such a crisis. It was, either to commun¬ 
icate to the tribes of Hejauz and Irak, of whom the troops of Ally were 
chiefly composed, proposals of such a nature, as, whether acceded to, or 
rcjecled, would produce dissenlions, and ultimately a separation among 
them ; or, what he further less amhigiiously explained, to dispose them 
ton tcrniiiialion of hostilities, hy an immediate and striking appeal to the 
s:icr« d sections of the Koran. An observation which dropped from Aisli- 
aiith the son ofKeyss on thesameday, and which was industriously conveyed 
to M.iiiweiah, pretty clearly indicated, however, that a termination of the 
sanguinary contest was hocoming equally desirable on both sides; Mau¬ 
weiah on his part affecting to pronounce, in confirmation of what had been 
rcpfiried to him of the son of Keyss, that if an action was allowed to 
to take place oh the day following, there would be nothing to prevent the 
Greeks and Persians from covering with pillage and desolation the fairest 
countries of issiam. 
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308 

A.H.XXXV1II. In conformity with the suh'gestions ofAmrii, accordingly, bpfore iim 
A. D. iib». rise the following morning, Muuweiah had caiisi d all the copies of the 
Rouzut Koian which could be procured, amounting to the number of five liun- 
uasufia, <lred and fifty, to be affixed to the points of the lances of the most conspi¬ 
cuous divisions of his army; and in this guise he awaited the approach of his 
assailants. In the uncertainty of the twilight, the soldiers of Ally at first 
conceived, that what they saw apfieiided to the spears of the adversaries, 
were the streamers of their staiidauh.; hut as the day advanced and objci is 
became more definable, they beg. n to form conjectures of llie reality. Of 
this, however,they were not long snll’red to remain in ignorance; three 
chieftains, in advance of the centre and wings of the Syrian army, iiitrcriinig 
them aloud, and in the name ofCiod, to forbear from further hostilities; 
unless they were determined to devote themselves todeslrnclioii, and their 
wives and children to an ignominious bondage among the Greeks and Per¬ 
sians. “ Behold,” said they, “the saered volume of the law of God is 
“ interposed between us.” Soon afterwards Abul Our the Selmian, 
inoiiiited on a white horse, placed himself conspicuously between the 
adverse lines; and holding a copy of the Koran above his head, called to the 
men of Irak, that lie adjured them by Uie sacred word of God, wlio was the 
judge of their difl'ercnccs, to submit to be governed by its dictates. No 
longer at a loss to compreliend the object of this extraordinary exhibition, 
the Arabian tribes, and those of Irak, were caiuioned by some of the chiefs 
more sincerely altaelied to the cause of Ally, against being misguided by 
an artifice so gross; since a similar appeal to the sacred volume, long since 
made on their part, had been contemptuously rejected by the enemy, 
whose blood was accordingly on bis own head. At any rate, that the 
worst that could happen from the exercise of a similar discretion, was to 
place their lives equally and lawfully at the disposal ut their adversaries; an 
advantage of which they were at perfect liberty to avail themselves on 
either side. Kli&led the son of Mfiaminer, and llfisseyne the son of Mfiii- 
zor, two powerful chieftains, declaring however, that they would alone be 
iletermined by the opinion of Ally, the matter was accordingly referred to 
the decision of that prince. 

Thus called upon to decide Ally felt himself impelled to remark, that 
of all others, perad venture it might be allowed, he was himself the most 
competent to institute an appeal to the sacred record of the law of God ; 
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,and that in this competency, his faithfiiradherents were in an eminent degree A.H.XXXVIII. 
the partakers. But, so f.ir fnun a sincere intention, on the part of his adver- A. P. 658, 
saries, to be governed by a conseientioiis submission to the ordinances of Rouzut 
that s-aered record wliieh, on this occasion, they had taken an opportunity uasuSili 
to display, lie could consider it in no other light than as a specious device 
to shield them fiom approaching destruction; at a crisis when they despaired 
of success in the ]Moseciition of the war in winch they had engaged him. 

He was, however, not to be imposed upon by such an artifice ; and he 
should tlu'iefore continue tlie course of hostilities against them, 
until they manifested some more satisfactory demonstration, than he 
had }et discovered, that they were disposed to abide by the decrees of a 
most holy and omnipotent God ; to whose unerring justice he had resigned 
his cause. These arguments however availed him but little. With a few 
exceptions, the most distinguished of his followers had now yielded to 
the hrihes of iMauweiah: had become totally averse to the renewal of the 
late sanguinary confiicts, and anxious to retire from a scene ot calamity, 
alarms, and blood, to a life of tranquility and rest. Thus predisposed, it 
Will not be surprising that they should have united in their clamours to 
imiuee ihcir sovereign to accede to the invitation of his antagonist; but 
lest ho should ri'inain in doubt of their ultimate designs, they presumed 
to remind him, that a refusal to comply with a similar appeal had on a for¬ 
mer oecasion armed them against the life of his predecessor; and in terms 
less equivocal avowed, that if he persisted in rejecting the proposals of 
Manweiah, tliey were prepared to ariest his person, and deliver him over 
into the hands of liis enemies. These importunities were further reinforced 
hy the iiitroduciioii ofone of Mauvveiali’s legates; who, with a copy of the 
Koian in his hand, addressing himself to Aliy, announced, that he was 
called upon hy the Syrians to join with them in submitting to the dictates 
of that sacred volume, than which they acknowlf <>gcd no other test for 
their iIifK'rencc.s. Ahliantli the sou of Keyss, whose authority extended 
over the grealer part of the Arabian tribes, and who is openly acetiscd of 
having received large sums of money from Manweiah, here interposed, and 
declared himself to his sovereign in nearly the following terms. “ With 
“ a zeal e(|ual to w hat has uniformly governed our conduct on former' 

“ occasions, we arc still ready to testify oiir obedience to thy commands ; 

“ but to me it occurs, that in inviting thee to refer our dispute to the 
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A.H.XXXVIII. *' decision of the sacred record, the views of Mauweiah appear to be directed 
A. D. 659. " by the purest principles of justice and truth.” “ That 1 am better 
Rouzut “ acquainted with the scope of the divine writings,” replied Ally, “than 
unuffA. “ either Mauweiah or any other man whatever, God is my witness ; but 
“ this can be of no importance, where the question merely relates to an 
“ artifice, devised by the contrivance alone of the dcsigniug and fraudulent 
“ Amru.” 

The subject of this inauspicious conference had, in the mean time, been 
circulated to the army ; wliich, excepting tfie brave and faithful Muh k 
Asluur, who, with his division, continued his exertions on the right, began 
now to recede in t'liiire squadrons, from their stations in the |)re.senee of the 
enemy. So base a dereliction of duty seems to have diseovered to Ally at 
once the extent of bis misfortune, lie clasped bis bainls together, and 
exclaimed in an agony of vexation and disappointment, “ the son of llinda 
“lias vanquished.” In this situation the embarrassments of Ally were 
further aggravated, by the importunities of Eben ul Melkorid, and those 
fanatics and reciters of the Koran, to whom was afterwards apjilied the 
appellation oi KhouaHredjcy schismatics or seceders; and who had now the. 
audacity to declare that he must either close with the proposals of Mauweiah, 
or be reconciled to their espousing the cause of his adversaries. Having 
extorted a reluctant assent from their insulted sovereign, they next insisted 
on his conveying his orders to Malek Ashtnr, to discontinue the atta<‘k in 
which he was ardently engaged on the right. Completely overruled* in his 
authority, any further opposition to the will of these fiictious malcontents 
would have been, perhaps all things considered, iinavailiiig; and he accord¬ 
ingly dispatched Yezzeid the son of Hfiny, to summons that zealous and 
undaunted soldier to his presence. Malek Ashtiir, however, positively 
disobeyed a mandate which appeared to him so unseasonable, at a crisis 
when victory was about lo declare in his favor; end a reply to this eflect 
had been communicated to the Khiilif; when the shouts of Aslitiir and his 
followers becoming every moment louder, and the dust which attended 
their movements spreading a general obscurity through the atmosphere, 
the Khouanredje did not scruple to express their suspicion, that Ally had 
clandestinely authorized him to continue hostilities, in defiance of his 
engagements. Ally protested his innocence, and to remove all possibility 
•f doubt, he directed Yezzeid to repair to Malek Ashtur once more, and 
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enjoin him to retire without delay; for a cruel rev6futi#ii hid tdten place A,HXX>CV0t| 
’ in the fortune of his master. On receipt of this last message, the gallant A.D*658. 
veteran anxiously demanded if this unlooked for event had not been pro- 
duced by the display of manuscripts, which he had seen in the morning; vsnfSL 
and being answered in the alfirmitive, he confessed, that the instant the 
extraordinary exhibition met his view, he had fully anticipated that impulse 
of disunion, and discord, which it was so obviously the intention of the 
enemy to create among them. But conceiving that any further exertions 
on his part would tend to little purpose, he reluctantly ceased from hostili¬ 
ties ; and conveyed himself to the presence of Ally, and of the principal 
citizens of Kufah and Bassorah, by whom he was encircled. These he 
did not fail to reproach, in the bitterest terms, with the baseness and 
treachery of their conduct, and with the indelible infamy which they had 
drawn upon themselves; since if they had not permitted the insidious con¬ 
trivance of the enemy to suspend their exertions, they would at this mo¬ 
ment have been in possession of a signal victor}'. It was, he said, how¬ 
ever, not yet too late ; and he most earnestly intreated them to consent to 
a renewal of hostilities, and he would engage, without much difficulty, to 
terminate the ambitions views of the Syrians. To this they very briefly 
replied, that they were determined not to be, in any shape, his associates in 
gu.lt; and Malek Ashtur, continuing to revile them in consequence, with 
aggravated asperity, they loudly recriminated, and began to exercise their 
whips upon his horse. This was however a species of discipline, under 
which he was little disposed to be a patient snflerer; and ho was accordingly 
proceeding to retaliate, with severe vengeance; when, perceiving too 
dearly the solicitude of the Khouauredjc to close with the overtures of 
Mauweiah, Ally was compelled to submit to necessity; and he accordingly 
directed Aishaiith the son of Keyss to circulate his final o.ders, that the sig¬ 
nals for battle should he withdrawn. While Aishauth was announcing these 
orders to the tribe of Rebbeiah, he was accosted by AnirA the son of 
Azeinah ; who rescntfiiilv demanded if he meant this as a proof of his par¬ 
tiality for the Syrians, without reflecting that he had so recently wallowed 
ill their blood ; and with that, scornfully struck his horse on the neck with 
his sword, .^ishuuth then told him, with apparent indiflerence, to put up 
his sword and moderate his zeal, for that the Syrians had only employed aii 
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A.H.XXXVITT. expedient, which a little further delay would have produced on the part of 
A. D.658. their adversaries. . 

* Rou 2 ut While this was the posture of atTairs with Ally, Mauweiah employed the 
vMuifl. interval in explaining to hi.s followers the nature of that step which the 
protracted duration of the war had led him to adopt; and that finding 
either party still equally persuaded of the justice of its cause, he had made 
an experiment on the dispositifm of his rnciuics, by an appeal to the sacred 
code of their religion ; to which, if they attended, it was ail he desired. 
If «»ot, that he and his adherents would be completely acquitted to their own 
consciences. In these sentiments, Jeib, or perhaps ilabeib the son of 
Mussellamah, was deputed on the part of Mauwciali, to propose to Aliy, 
since the book of their law, with all its excellencies, did not possess 
the faculty of speech, the nomination ofa person on his part to arbitrate 
their ditfercnccs, while he should on his side appoint another; entering at 
the same time into a reciprocal engagement, to abide, without alternative, 
by the decision of these two persons ; or, more explicitly, if in their judge- 
meiit, the Khelaufut should be finally allotted to Ally, that Mauweiah should 
subscribe to it without demur ; and vive versa: stipulating nii reover, that 
if the succession to the supreme dignity should be adjudged to the lot of a 
third person, they were to consider themselves further hound to relinquish 
their respective claims in favor of such person. 'I'liese proposals wrre 
accordingly communicated to Ally, in the presence of his principal comman¬ 
ders; of whom Aishanth the son of Keyss, and Hussijii the son of Munzer, 
immediately pronounced them to be perfectly just and reasonable ; while 
others entreated him to reflect that their best and bravest soldiers had already 
fallen in the contest, and to bestow some compassion on those who survived. 

Mauweiah had not, however, entirely confided to the justice of liis 
cause j he was well apprized of the preponderance, which the tribes of 
Yemen possessed in the camp of Ally; and he had accordingly addressed a 
letter to Aishauth the son of Keyss, by whose authority they were princi¬ 
pally governed, in which, among other persuasive arguments, he engaged, 
on the conclusion of a treaty of peace, to pay him the sum of one hundred 
thousand dirhems.* The integrity of this man was not proof against such 
golden considerations. He assembled the different tribes of Ezd, Rebbeiah, 

* About 3,292/. 
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ind Aishauriah, and engaged Ihem, whatever might be the issue, to abstain A.H.XXXVIIL 
from all further hostility; exasperating them at the same time against Maiek A. p.6£8. 
Ashtur to such a degree, that they a\wetl their determination to tear him nouzut 
to pieces, if he persisted in opposing their designs. Of one thing, at any ussuSI. 
rate| there appears but little doubt; these tribes unanimously agreed that 
if hostilities were renewed, not one of them would escape destruction ; in 
which opinion they were further supported by the declarations of the Benni 
Kukker and Benni 'WAeil, who united in representing that all parties were 
completely tired of the war, and equally acknowledged their inability to 
continue the contest any longer. While the discontented tribes were 
engaged in these conferences, Abdullah the son of Hslreth of the race of 
Till, so distinguished for his rigid and steady course of devotion, 
that for the space of twenty years bo is stated to have performed 
his morning prayers on the ablutions of the preceding evening, or 
in other words, that he continued his devotions through the night, 
and who had received no less than sixteen wounds during thd con¬ 
flict of the lailiit ul hurreir, now entered the tent of Ally; from whom 
he experienced those respectful altcntions, which his character for exem¬ 
plary piety might be supposed to command. To the Khalifs inquiries, as 
to the state of his wounds he had replied, that he was persuaded the 
remaining period of his fragile existence, would not extend beyond the 
limits of one day; and he had .been cheered by him with the consoling 
assurance, that whatever might be the issue of his present sufferings, he 
should experience a glorious resuscitation to a life of endless bliss, among 
the illustrious companions of his prophet, and the martyrs of his faith; and 
an infallible reception to the mercies of his creator. When he proceeded to 
explain the object of his visit. He told Ally that he had heard, with equal 
concern and indignation, of the embarrassments which he had so unex¬ 
pectedly experienced from his once faithful associates, and that they were 
urging him to the conclusion of a treaty with Mauweiah. lie now 
solemnly cautioned him to beware of yielding to their counsels, and of con¬ 
senting to a suspension of hostilities. The Khklif replied to him in nearly 
the following terms. Where alas is the army, and where the ally, with 
** which 1 am to continue the war with Mauweiah ? Hast thou forgotten, 

“ that with the virtue and authority of forty prophets, three years were 
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/.H.XXXVI1I. “ allowed to expire before the messenger ofGod himself could venture to 
A. i). t:w. in\ite any one publicly to embrace the doctrines of Isslain ; and that three 
]{oi,gi,t ‘‘ years more elapsed before he felt himself authorized by a numerous aeces- 

Bssuifft. “ giori of proselytes, to enforce his principles by the sword. Let siieh a band 

« of friends but appear to support me, and il will peradventure be ^nd, 
that I am not averse to commit the justice of my cause to the fate of 
“arms: but until such a period shall arrive, I must confine imself to the 
“ exercise of that patience, of which the prophets and their successors have 
“ furnished me with such frequent examples. At the same tiirie, I am 
not dis|)Osed to conceal from the pious Ahdullali, that these untoward 
“ events were long since predicted to me by oiir prophet, and that I have 
»* accordingly resolved to lay the injuries which 1 have snlfered from the 
“ perverse lollies of these men, before the throne of that un|iartncr(d being, 
“ from whom there is no appeal. But to degrade me from the functions of 
the hierarchy, or imaJ^iut, I am equally and firmly resolved that no eir- 
“ cumstance in my conduct shall ever happen to furnish the slightest 
“ pretence.” On which, Abdullah, or Obaidullali, for the name is thus 
indifibrcntly transcribed, embraced the occasion to make bis solemn pro¬ 
testation, that as rightful Imaum established in truth and wisdom, 
between liod and his worshippers, he acknowledged no other than Ally ; 
and he denounced the direst mischiefs on those miscreants who presumed 
•to traverse his authority, while he anticipated every species of happiness, 
here and hereafter, for such as evinced their loyally to his government. 

The contrivance of Amru being thus far crowned with success, the Ara¬ 
bian and Syrian chieftains assembled in an intermediate space between 
the two encampments, to consult the sacred inspirations of the Koran ; 
on a recital of wdiich, they came to the formal resolution, that the question 
of the Khelaufut should be submitted to arbitration. The Syrians, in 
consequence, immediately proceeded to declare, that Amru was the per¬ 
son on whom they devolved the trust of arbitrating in their ht'half; while 
Aisliaiith the son ofKeyss, and those who adhered to his interests, 
announced their choice in favor of Abfi Mussa, the Aisliauritu. To this 
latter, Ally immediately and strenuously objected; candidly acknowledging 
that he possessed no reliance on either his judgment or discretion, and 
demanding that Abdullah Abbas might be nominated to arbitrate on his 
part. The Khouauredje here swore that they made no distinction of 
interests between Ally and the son of Abbas; and that from this last proposal 
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they were gufficiently convinced, that in fact he entertained the expecta- A!M.XXXVini 
tion of being the arbiter of bis own claims. Their object was, however,' A.D. 4)'g8. 
as rheir declaration proved, to fix upon a person whose relative situation Rousut 
was, as nearly as possible, equally removed from himself and Mauweiah. On ussufll. 
whsG^ Ally not unseasonably demanded, why the same principle had not 
been applied, when the choice of the Syrians was allowed to fall upon that 
person, who of all men, was most intimate in the confidence of Mauweiah. 

They replied, that every man conceived his own opinions the l^t; their 
opinion was in favor of Abfi Mussa, on whom they had accordingly thought 
it advisable to devolve their sutfrages in this important question. Ally 
now proposed Malek Ashtnr, as the person to whom he was willing to con¬ 
fide his claims ; but to him, Aisiiaulli, who seems to ifave placed himself 
at the head of the Khouanredje on this oceasion, urged the strongest 
objections, demanding on what principle they could look for an impartial 
decision from the incendiary of all these mischiefs? The Khalif still con¬ 
tended that ihe.'-e was nothing unprecedented in his selection of Ashtur, 
for who could justly suspect that he would decide against the dictates of 
the law of God ? “ Ashtur,” said Aishaulh, “ will decide according to the 
"dictates of his own violent propensities, llis study will V»e directed to 
" obtain a sanction for the exercise of his sword ; and to stimulate the 
"people to mutual hostility, until he shall have attained his object.” 

Noai^uments, however, on the part of Aliy, or of his more intelligent 
adlierents, and of Khnef the son of Keyss in particular, against the incom- 
pctciicy of Abu Mussa; and ot tlie necessity, at any rate, of selecting some 
one tor his collet;iie ufad(?(|uate ability, to enable him to contend with the 
supei ior talents of Amrii,and tosecurc him in some degree from being seduced 
from his duty by the intriguing spirit of that artful chief, could prevail with 
the Khfuiiuircdje to reecslc from their choice. They continued inflexible 
in tl'.eir resolution, and accordingly dispatched messengers to summons 
Abu Mussa from that retirement to which, dismissing all interference • 
with the public business, lie had long since devoted himself. When it 
w'as .iiinounced to iiim that the rival parties had come to an accommoda¬ 
tion, he devoutly thanked his creator; and when he further learnt, that he 
had been chosen to arbitrate their diflerences, he expressed an entire 
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i^.H.XXXV]Jl. resignation to bis destiny, and accompanied the messengers to the camp 
of Ally. On the arrival of Abft Mflssa, sensible of the total want of infur> 
Rouzut mation under which be laboured, each of those associates, whose attach- 
ussulfa, nient to the cause of their sovereign continued unimpeached, proceeded in 
his turn to advise and admonish him of the caution and circumspccltion, 
with which it behoved him to conduct himself in the important duties 
entrusted to his charge. Odended at what might might appear to him an 
overstrained exertion of zeal, he desired, with some displeasure, that if the 
slightest Hispicions were entertained, either of his discretion or integrity, 
they would select some other person in his stead. On which Malek Ash- 
tur sternly demanded, if he was not the man who, on occasion of Imaum 
Hussuii’s visit at Kilfah, presumed to interrupt his address to the people, 
by recommending to them to abide by their domestic concerns; and 
denouncing an attachment to the cause of Ally, as a seditious conspiracy 
against the public good. To this, AI)(j Mftssa replied, that circumstances 
had widely altered since that period. That the fire which then inflamed 
his bosom was long extinguished ; and that in the present instance, ho 
was their avowed friend, and with them engaged to wade through that sea 
of troubles with which they were surrounded. 

The question of the Khclaufut being thus far advanced towanls the 
proposed adjustment by a treaty of peace, and a decision by arbitrators, 
Ally with the noblf's of IrUk on his side, and Mauwciali with the most 
distinguished Syrians on the other, assembled in conference betwixt the 
two encampments; in order to discuss and arrange the articles of the treaty 
with all the necessary forms, Obaidullah the son of Abi Uaulfia, the 
Khalifs secretary, being employed to commit the articles to writing, pro¬ 
ceeded to insert the preamble in the following terms. “ This is the 
instrument of a treaty of peace between Ally the sun of Abitaulob, com- 
“mandcroflhe faithful:” but was hero interrupted by Mauweiah, who 
exclaimed, that he was not of a principle so abandoned, as to have engaged 
in hostilities with Ally, against the positive conviction'that be was the legi¬ 
timate sovereign ftf the believers; in which he was immediately supported 
by AmrO, who insisted that the obnoxious term, ameir ul moumeaem^ should 
be erased, and the name of his master simply substituted by the secretary 
in its place. Ebnef the son of Keyss, on the other hand, intreated that 
Ally would not submit to the erasure of a term, by which the nature of bis 
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authority was so clearly expressed ; and ti which, if he once gave his A.H.XXXyill. 
assent, there was reason to apprehend that it would never be restored to A. D« 658, 
him. Upon this Ally, acknowledging the power of God, and the unerring fifouzut 
truth of his prophet, proceeded to state that a circumstance exactly similar oHuffA* 
had once before occurred to him when he was no more than the subordinate 
agent of another; referring to what passed atHpdeibiah on the confinesof the 
territory of Mekkah, when he was em|)Ioyed to draw up the treaty between 
MahommedandSohail the son of Amrii. On which occasion he had opened 
the preamiile with, ** This is the treaty of peace which Mahommed the 
“ messenger of God concludes with Sohail the son of Amrh,” (or agreeable 
to others, “ with the people of Mekkah,”) when Sohail interposed, and 
told him to strike out the words “ messenger of God,” and substitute, 

“ Mahommed the son of Abdullah for if they knew him to be invested 
with that sacred character, his entrance into Mekkah would never have 
met with anv opposition on their part. Ally continued to relate, that 
refusing to comply with this injunction, the prophet desired him to with¬ 
draw the term; adding, that such a day would at a future period happen 
to himself; and the secretary was accordingly instructed to proceed with 
the treaty, in conformity with the w'ishes of Mauweiah in nearly the 
following terms. 

“ This is the treaty of peace bet ween Ally the son of Abi Tauleb, his friendfir 
» tlic people of 1 lejaiiz and Irak on the one part, and Mauweiah the son of 
“ Abi Soffeyaii, with the Syrians, the adherents of his cause on the other; 

** who have declared and agreed as follows. The decisions of the Kor^n, 

from the commencement to the conclusion, shall be the basis of all our 
“ proceedings, neither will we in any case deviate from its sacred contents; 

“ and further, we engage that our exertions shall be zealously employed to 
“restore those usages, of which the Koran shall enjoin the restoration, 

“ and to abolish all things of which the sacred code shall dictate the 
“ abolition.” It is then recorded that Ally and his followers on the one 
part had agreed that Abdullah the son of Keyss, or Abh Mhssa the Aish- 
auriie originally so designated, should be the guardian and arbitrator of 
their claims, while Amrul Auss was invested with similar powers, on the 
partof Mauweiah and the Syrians. Ally and Mauweiah exacting, at the 
same time, from their respective arbiters a solemn engagement, confirmed 
bv oath, that their decisions should be implicitly governed by the orUinan* 
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AiHJCXXVin. cei of God, without, in any ini||nce, presuming to transgress the dictates 
A, D. 658, of his holy word; that in points wherein this was found to be silent, or to 
Rouxut afford them no information, they were to refer to the traditions of their 
ttNum. legislator; and lastly, that in assigning the dignity of the Khelaufut, their. 
judgment should be governed by a rigid attention to the principles of 
their holy law. AbA Mfissa and AmrA being furnished by Ally and Man- 
weiab, on the other hand, with a corresponding engagement, that their 
decision should not be receded from, provided such decision appeared to 
be in strict conformity to the doctrines of the KorAii, and the already menti¬ 
oned traditions of the prophet. It was further stipulated, that accordingly 
as these two persons should he governed in their decision by the principles 
of true religion and a clear conscience, they should at no pi riod be molested 
either in person, family, or property ; that in case of the death of either 
previous to the determination of their award, ihc parties of Ally and Mau> 
weiali, according to circumstances, should proceed to the nomination of 
some other person t»f equal integrity and love of justice, to succeed to the 
charge. Moreover should it prove in tlie event, that the :ul)itraturs were 
not governed in their decision by the dictates of the Koian, and the insti. 
tutes of the law, the Mabomniedan couuinmily was to be consideied as 
eiitindy absolved irctin tins engagement; ami the lives and property ('f the 
defaulters at the mercy t)f the public ; to the end that, to the hour of 
death, every member of the profession of Isslam, wlielher in Ins lamilv, or 
pn)perry, or clientage, should be completely secured against the approach 
of evil or injury of any description whatever. It was also declared, that 
should the arbitrators protract their decision to the month of Uamzauii, at 
which period their functions were to expire, it would then be at the dis- 
cretion of the contracting parties to recur to hostilities. And finally, that 
the wliole. force of Issliun should ho united to suppress *he attempts of any 
party that by violence or any other means should presume to oppose or 
impeile the execiititm oftliese engagements. The treaty thus concluded, 
they subjoined to it as follows. “ Witnesses to these presents are, llussun 
♦‘and llAsseyiie, sons of Ally, Ab»lullali the son of Abbas, and Alidullah 
“tliegonof JaniVer son of M»i T.iiileb.” It was further subsciibcd by 
Aishauth the son of Kev'^s, .md others of the most disiinguislied of Ally’s 
followers, as well as by SKjveral of the principal commanders of the party of 
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Mauwpiah. And it was dated about the third watch of Thursday the A.H.XXXVUIi 
tbii teentli of the month of Suff’ur, Of the year thirty seven.* -A. D. 668. 

In tills place it is to be acknowledged that we find ourselves involved in Rouznt 
. coiisiiierable embarrassment by a reference to the date of the treaty thus ussu^ 
cin iuiistantially rtcordccl. The generality of writers, and particularly the 
autiior of the Kholaii^sut iil akhliaur, of which a pretty correct copy is now 
before ns, agree in fixing the arrival of the contending armies at SeflTeine in 
the conclusion of Zilhudje; the last month of the year thirty*six. The war 
continued with various intermissions for eleven months, which would bring 
us to the close of the year thirtv-seven. But if the date exhibited in the 
treaty, as here transcrihod, is to be considered conclusive, the period of the 
war must be reduced to something less than two months; although the 
coiitinii.uiee of actual hostility is extended at the lowest calculation to 
one hundred da>s. And more than one of the months, in which war was 
prohibited by the usages of the Mossiems, has been alluded to, as having 
produced a temporary suspension of hostilities. The dates in the margin 
have been accordingly arranged under these considerations, and we confess 
that for the present we do not feel ourselves sufficiently convinced to 
deviate from them. 

Of the above treaty some further particulars have been recorded by AbA 
llaiieifah of DainCir, which perhaps it will not be entirely superfluous to 
introduce. When Malek Aslitur was called upon by Aishauth the son of 
Keys*-, to Ins signature a.s a witness to the treaty, that intrepid soldier 
emphatically replied, that rather than his name should be attached to such 
a deed, he wished his right hand cut off, and his left palsied. Aishauth 
insisting, however, that he should not be satisfied until he subscribed to 
it; “ and who art thou,” said Ashtur, “ or of what importance thy satis- 
” faction; f-alisficd, or ilissatisfied, follow thy <»wn inclinations.” As 
many of the most illustrious of the Arabian chiefs were present at the 
coiiten nce, and among others, Audy the son of the celebrated Hdtem 
Tai, Aisiiaiiih [irofessed that he was only withheld from returning such an 
answer as he deserved, by the respect which lie entertained for their pre¬ 
sence. “ My tongue and my sword,” rejoined Malek Ashtur, “are both 
sharper, the point of my spear more piercing, and iny kindred more 
“ illustrious than thine m every respect; 1 am moreover the faithful friend 
“of/ii/ sovereign, and the true sovereign of a//believers, while 1 impeach 

♦ 30 th of July, A. D. 657, 
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A.H.XXXVin. ** thee as among the brtterest of his enemiesto whieh he added ceftaia 
A.D. 658. expressions so acrimonious nnd ofletisive to Ait^hdUlh, he was irnt.itod 
Rouzut beyond forbearance, and laid tiis hand on the hilt f>i' his sword, Malt-k 
Qssuft'a. Ashtur immediately following Ins example; but lliniuliini the son of the 
latter, having drawn his sword, the father suddenly riTolheied himself, and 
admonished him to forego his veiigeaiiee; while he further addressed Aishaulh 
in the following terms. If there had existed a single virtuous prineiple in 
thy composition, thou hadst never proved thy«elf an apo.'^tBte; for can 
it ever be forgotten that after a profession of the pure doetrines of Isslam, 
involuntary as it was, thou hadst the ohser]uiousncss to return without 
“difficulty to the grossest idolatry and inlideliiy ; and to complete the 
“ measure of thy dishonor, it was only from a eovvarilly apprehension for 
“ lliy personal safety, that thou didst at l.Hl find it c<»iiveiiieiit to become a 
“Mussulman.” The altercation w'as, however, put a stop to, by the 
interference of Ally, who expressed to Malt-k Ashtur his dtsirc that, like 
himself, he would for the present dissemble with these men ; fur the pro¬ 
phet, he said, had long since forewarned him of the injuries which he was 
to experience from Aishaiith, and of the cruelties which his children were 
destined to sulTer from the sons of that dislo\nl man; alluding to the 
Qttack made upon Imaum Husseyue by Maliommed the son of Aishauth 
at Kerbi^la, and to the merciless inveteracy of IssliAk another of his sons* 
on the same fatal spot, in cutting off his commnuii'atiou with the water 
from that unfortunate prince; as will be .seen on a future occasion. 

It is further stated that when the circumstance of Malek Ashtur^srofiisai 
to acquiesce in the treaty was communicated to Ally, he swore by his 
creator that this unwelcome transaction was erpiaily repugnant to his own 
sentiments; neither did he at any time wish that his followers should have 
acceded to it. But after those on whom he depended for support had 
united to promote it, he had no alternative but acquiescence; and thathaving 
once signified his assent, he did not conceive it consistent with his situation 
to retract that assent. “ Would to God, however,” said he, “that among 
*'• the number by which I am surrounded, I could see but a single person 
“ like Malek Ashtur to obviate the designs of my enemies, and to relieve 
my mind from the pressure of so many anxious caresor perhaps from 
the hateful obligations under which he had been trammeled by the 
treaty. In the mean time, Aishauth undertook to explain to the several 
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Arabian tribt^ in the encampment, the terms of that peace which had been AtH.XXXVliri 
just concluded. When he came to the tribe of Uzzah, and the scope of A.D. 658. 
the iriaty had bem iimde known, two brothers of that tribe exclaimed with 
. a loud voice, that they acknowledged no arbitiator for their differences 
but God himself; and forthwith rushing sword in hand to attack the 
Syrian-., they won; uninediately cut to pieces. And when in the same 
niiiiiu-r he had communic.itcd the contents of the treaty to the tribe of 
Mitiad, Salah the sun of Sh('ff.ik, one of the most'honorable and virtuoua 
men among them, expressed his dissent in terms of similar disapprobation. 

Iseillicr were these sciiliincots of dissatisfaction confined to a few similar 
instances, but apparently extended through all the tribes of Ally’s party; 
most of whom, feeling themselvt^ either insulted or betrayed in the trans¬ 
action, v\ere not sparing in the reproaches which they bestowed upon 
Aisliauth, whom they justly considered as the principal promoter of this 
inauspicious measure. 

On Uiis subject we are further informed that the copy of the treaty 
destined to be lodged in the hands of the Syrians, was written by the Kha- 
lifssecretary,Obaidullah thesonof Abi Raufiia already mentioned; the 
counter part for the people of Irak in the interests of Ally, being tran- 
sc. ibed by Aumeir the son of Ibaud ul Kellebi, the secretary of Mauweiah, 
and attested by the principal leaders of Ally’s party, and vice versa. When 
the copies had been thus completed, a soldier from among the troops of 
Ally, belonging to the tribe of Rebbeiah, suddenly mounted his horse; 
and having called for a draught of water, in a transport of rage and disap¬ 
pointment rushed upon the camp of Mauweiah, and wounded several of 
the Syrians ; after which he returned, and again refreshing himself with 
water, conducted himself in the same frantic style towards his fellow 
soldiers of Ally’s party. This lie is said to have repeated several limes, 
alternately exclaiming with a loud voice, that he considered himself equally 
absolved from the authority of Ally and Mauweiah, and from any treaty of 
arbitration which they might have thought proper to conclude, as he 
should acknowledge no arbiter but God. In his last career which happened 
to be against the troops of his own party, lie was killed, and is recorded as 
the first who suffered death of the faction of the Khouaureiije. 
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A.H.XXXVlfi. We canoot dismfss the subject, although already sufficiently dilated, 
A. D. 658. without adverting to the number of these whofell a sacrifice to the demon 
Rouzut of civil fury, and the animosity of rival ambition, in^he multiplied conflicts 
aHuffik. of the war of SefTeine. According to the author on whom we have prin¬ 
cipally drawn for the materials of these pages, the estimate of.those who 
perished on the part of Ally has been calculated at eighty thousand; or, 
unless considerably reinforced at subsequent periods, eight out of nine of 
all that accompanied hibi to the war. The loss on the part of Mauweialv 
is estimated still higher, and little less than one hundred and twenty 
thousand men. These casualties are, however,-with greater probability, 
reduced by other writers, and by the author of the Taurikh ghzzcidab in 
particular, on the side of Ally, to twenty-five thousand men. Of those 
who fell on the part of Ally, the name of the venerable Auinar Yausser, 
the general of his cavalry, has been already mentioned. Others that 
shared the same fate, were Aweiss Kerreny, Khozzeimah thesonof Thdbet, 
surnamed Zu shihaudetein, for reasons already explained ; Abdullah Muz? 
zeil ul Khozzdi, the general of infantry according to some statements; and 
lastly Haushem the son of Auttebah, the nephew of the celebrated Saud- 
e-Wokauss, and Abul fIcsheim .the son of 131 Tehaun, whom the prophet 
thought worthy to preside over the order of Ansaur; together with many 
more, including seventy of the veterans who fought under the standard of 
Mahommed at Beider, or Beidra. On the the side of Mauweiah, th 9 
historian happily relieving us from a further recapitulation of uncouth, 
though celebrated names, the most distinguished of those who fell, appear 
to have been Zul Kuilaa the Hhmeirite, and Jousheb the son of Zi Zul- 
Ihm, both sufficiently renowned in the annals of those times. 

The negociation having thus terminated, Ally and his competitor res-^ 
peciivcly withdrew from the scene of hostilities, the one towards Kufah, 
^nd the other to his capital of Damascus; it being previously agreed upon, that 
the two arbitrators, accompanied by several of the most distinguished of 
either party, should proceed to carry into execution the principal design 
of the treaty, to Doumut uljundel, a station said to be situated mid-way 
between Arabian Irak 'and the province of Syria. Sherreiah the son of 
Hauny, with five thousand men, was selected on the part of Aliy to con* 
duct the arbitrator of his cause to the place of conference, accompanied by 
tb§ faitbful AbduUab Abbas, authorized to discharge the functions of 
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religion; and perhaps to operate as some kind of check upon4:he proceedings A.H.X3ft VIIL 

of a person of whom he had not concealed his distrust. On the other A. D. 658. 

hand, Amrft, on the part of Mauweiah> was attended by a considerable Rouzut 

force, under Abul Our the Selmian, and Shegeil the son of Semmet the lusufflU 

Rendian. It is,’ however, stated on the authority of some other annalists, 

that the arbitrators were accompanied to Doumut ul jundul by an escort 

limited to eight hundred men, one half on the part of Ally, and the other on 

that of Mauweiah. iVhilst on the journey, both Abdullah Abi)as,and 

Ehniftheson of K^yss, were unremitting in their admonitions to put Abu 

Mussa on his guard against the seductions of the subtle AmtA, but more 

particularly to be^nost cautious not to anticipate that artful politician in 

the declaration of his award. All which he faithfully promised to observe, 

and thus contrived for the present to dispel their apprehensions. Hut 

bcingarnanof extreme simplicity qf mind, it is perhaps not surprising 

that he should have been ultimately overreached, as will presently be seen, 

by the iiitnguing talents of Ainru. 

Having ac(X>rdingly reached the place of destination, Amni embraced the 
earliestsopportunity of holditig a conference with Abu Mussa, to whom, 
with adected humiiiiy, he did not scruple to express every public acknow¬ 
ledgement of infen^rity ; lamenting the cause by which they had been so 
long separati'd, and professing a Impe that heaven would withhold its 
blessings from any circumstance that might hereafter contribute to set 
them again at a distance from one another. This was the preliminary 
step to wliich he submitted, iu order to secure his influence over the mind 
of Abu Mussa; which he did not fail to promote by the most abject demon¬ 
strations of deference, by paying him his daily court, resting on his knees 
bt fore him, and listening to his suggestions with an air Of attention, which 
bespoke the reverence of a disciple. Whenever an opportunity offered he 
condescended to hold his stirrup while mounting his horse, and in short, 
lie omitted mulling that t|ie most obsequious servility and the grossest 
flattery could accomplish, to persuade this man to believe liimself, what he 
pronounced him to be, the first and most exalted among the professors of 
Is^hlm, and in wisdom and experience second to no person wliatever of 
the age in which he lived. After all which we may perhaps be permitted 
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A.H.3I0CXV1II. to observe, that if the intellects of Abu Mussa were of so obtuse a descrip- 
A. D. fa' 58 . tioii, as to bo imposed upon by means so wretched, his simplicity must 
Rouzut indeed be acknowledged to have been very nearly allied to idiotism ; and it 
is therefore not to be marvelled at, that Ally should have demonsiruted so 
strong a repugnance, to confide his cause to the discretion of such a being. 

Be th is however as it may, a considerable part of the proscribed period 
had now elapsed, and the material point of the arbitration but little 
advanced towards a conclusio.i, when those on the spot, becoming wearied 
with the delay, ventured to expostulate with Abu Mussa and Amrd; and to 
express their apprehensions lest the term of the treaty should be sufiered 
to expire, before they could prbnounce on the great question of the Khc- 
laufut; which must unavoidably plunge them once more into the calamities 
of civil war. The arbitrators conceived it necessary to accelerate their 
deliberations in order to appease the clamour; and Amrh thought the sea. 
son arrived when he might venture to prepare the way for the oxecution 
of his plans. Having procured a secret interview with Ahii Mussa, he 
declared to him, with apparent frankness, that in consequence of the 
acknowledged priority of bis reception to the prophet’s councils, ai*d of his 
extensive experience in the vicissitudes oT life, he was determined in 
every respect to square his ojiinioii by his inaturer judgment. The 
immediate result of this afiecled candour was to produce from Abu Mus^a 
the cunfessiun that lie had already formed a plan, which was equally 
calculated toproinote the public good, and conciliate the favor of heaven ; 
and in which if he united his concurrence, his eternal salvation would he 
the reward. Amrvi requested that he would explain the nature of his plan; 
“distinguished as he is,” Ahu Mussa proceeded, to observe, “by the most 
“ uiibloniishcd virtue, entirely unconcerned in these unhappy disputes, and 
un|)olluted by the blood of any man, why should not the reins ofgoveni- 
“ ment be eiitiusted to Abdullah the son of Omar?” “What,” replied 
Amrb, “ hast thou to object against Mauweiah ?” “ that he is not qualified 
“for the Kliclaufut,” said Abu Mussa.- “Dost thou acknowledge,” 
rejoined Amru, “ that Othman was unjustly destroyed ?” “ Certainly,” 
said Abu Mussa, “ So certainly,” continued Amru, “is Mauweiah the 
“ or representative of that injured munarcli: and sliouldst tlioii 
“ happily be prevailed upon to acquiesce in his elevation to supremacy, it 
^ will be easy to elude the censures of the people, by alleging thy convico 
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tian of that rirrumstance; and the authority of the sacred Korftn itself, A.H.XXXVni;, 
'** which affirms that the representative of a murdered prince shall be the A.D.feiS. 

*• 8iicc*'ss«»r U) his throne. But in addition to his other claims, is he not IJuusirt" 

“ also the brother of llabeihali, one of the prophet's beloved wives ?’* usiufi'A. 

“ 1 prithee Anirfk," said M^ssa, “ not entirely to divest thyself of the 
“ tear ot CjoH, luid to recollect, that if the rij;lit to the Khelaufnt rested 
“ upon nobility of descent, the people must in all justice have concurred 
“in subiniiling to tliesovereignty of some one or other of the race of 
“ Abrauhali the son Ussubbali the liuineirian, througii whom is con- 
“ tinned the illustrious lineage of'L'ebh^, wiiose authority extended to the 
“extremities of the east and west. Independent of these considerations, 

“ the ancestry of Mauweiah can in truth bear no competition with that of 
“ Ally ; for what reasonable comparison can be urged between the son of 
“ Abi Tiiuleb, and the offspring of A bn Soffeyan ? but after all, in point of 
“consangninitv, if iho designation of wully could be applied to any one in 
“ particular, it sliould in justice be bestowed upon Amrb, ohe of the suf- 
“ viving sons of Othtnan himself, rather than upon Manwciali. At all 
“events,” concluded Abu Mussa, “if thou canst be prevailed upon to 
“ conenr with my views, we will raise the son of Omar to the Khelaufut, and 
“ reeslahlish the system of his father.” Here A mr^ attempted to evade 
the subject, liy representing the son of Abdullah as not less distinguished 
in any resjieci tlian the father; and by demanding why he should not con¬ 
cur in the elevation of this person to the throne of the Khalifs. Abu 
^lussa did not prcteml to deny to the son of Abdullah the merit of every 
accomplishment; but he had suffered his character to he contaminated 
by the share which he had taken in these sanguinary disputes. “ Come,'* 
said he to Amru once more, “let ns place the unblemished father on the 
“ throne of llie prophet’s successors.’* Amrh persisted, nevertheless, in 
maintaining that Abdullah Omar was incompetent to the trust; and that 
that man alone was worthy of the Khelaufut, who liberally distributed with 
one hand, while he regaled himself with the other. Hero Abu Mussa 
thought fit to remind him, that exhausted by the calamities of war, the 
community of Isslum had devolved to them re.spectively ;the trust of 
aibitrating their differences ; he therefore admonished* him to beware of. 
plunging them again into the same scenes of tumult and death, and without 
further argument, to produce some expedient which might contribute to 
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A>H.X3tXVin. heal the dissen'iions which had so long destroyed the repose of their an'kii 
A. D. 6'58. ous fellow citizens. The deep laid scheme of Amrili now began to disclose 
Rouzut itself; and he put a period to the conference by declaring that these dis- 
vMuft'a. tractions were not to be appeased by any thing less than the absolute 
removal from authority of both Ally and Mauweiah ; and the reference of 
the question of the Khelaufnt to the suffrage of a committee of electors, 
as had been practiced on the demise of Omar. To all which, without fur> 
ther discussion, Abu Mussa appears to have agreed. 

To guard him,*however, against the insidious design of which he seems 
to have entertained some suspicion, Abdullah Abbas, atu private visit to Abii 
Mussa, expressed his apprebonsion lost the cunning of AtnrCi should have 
already betrayed him into some ineonsiderate resolution ; but wbarover it 
might be, be now most seriously admonished him not to allow any consU 
deration to prevail u[)on him, to he the first to pronounce his decision to 
the public ; since the perfifly of Amru was too noiorious not to excite the 
justest apprehensions,'that if the advice, which at such a crisis he was 
irresistibly impelletl to give him, should be diiregurded, the declarations of 
that consummate deceiver would be found diametrically opposite to his 
engagement; which would give birth to <lisorders beyond the reach of 
human skill to remedy. Abu Mussa assured him in reply, that the measure 
which they had coricurrcd to adopt, was of such a nature a«, lo secure them 
against the contingency of any disagreement in opinion, on the subject. 

The ensuing day Abu Mussa and Amru, attended by a numerous con¬ 
course of people, proceeded to the place, appointed; when Amrfl was 
desired by his colleguc to ascend the tribunal prepared for the occasion, 
and announce to the public the concerted result of their <leliherations. 
“ Heaven forbid,” observed the crafty Amrfi, “that I should so far forget 
“ myself, as to take precedence of a person so much my superior in age 
“ and virtue.” Aim Mussa in concurrence with the importunities »)f this 
obsequious friend, accordingly ascended the tribunal; and, alter p(‘rform- 
ance of the customary duties of his religion, in an offeiing of praise and 
adoration to the throne of Omnipotence, and an invocation of blessings on 
the memory of his prophet, proceeded to announce to the assembly ; that 
the restoration of peace to the community, and of order to the distracted 
condition of affairs, depended without alternative, on the resolution 
to which they had agreed, of absolving both Ally and Mauweiah from the 



functions of supreme government, and of transferring the question of the Aiii.XX3CVIU. 
•Kbelaufut to the decision- of a competent meeting of electors. “ Accord- A. 1X658. 
ingiy,” continued he, taking otf the ring virhich he wOre upon his finger, Jtouzut 
** 1 remove Ally and Mauweiah from the Khelaufut, in the same manner 
** as this ring is removed from my finger.” He then quitted the tribunal, 
and was replaced by Amru, who addressed the assembly in the following 
terms. “ This respectable personage as ye must have all witnessed, has 
** entirely divested his superior of the supreme authority. Mark the differ* 

“ ence.” Then encircling his finger with a ring which he held ill his 
hand, he further pronounced, “ 1, fur my part, have established my sovet- 
** eign Mauweiah in that authority with the same solemn publicity as 1 
“ place this ring on my finger.” 

This extraordinary and unexpected result having excited an universaf 
clamour of surprise and indignation in the assembly, Abu Mussa proceeded 
to reproach Amru with the perfidy and falsehood of which he was guilty in 
this shameless violation of' the engagements into wbicii they had entered. 

** Would to heaven,” cried Abdurraihmaii the son of Abu Uukker, ** thou 
hadstbceii in thy grave Abu Mussa, rather than such an award should 
“ have proceeded from thy lips.” “ Nay,” said Abdullah Abbas, “ the 
crime rests not with Abu Mussa, but with that guilty miscreant who 
called him to such a trust.” Shorreiah the commander of the escort, 
proceeded to discipline Amru with his whip, but suffered himself to be 
appeased by the people; although he never afterwards ceased to lament 
that instead of his whip he had not used his sword against the person of 
the detested deceiver. Others of the assembly loudly declared, that they 
acknowledged no arbiter but God, disavowing any competence in either 
Amru or Abu Mussa to decide on such a (|uestjoii. Some of the people, 
of Irak, at the same time, evinced a disposition to draw their swords ; and 
would iiave immediately commenced hostilities at the very foot of the tri¬ 
bunal, bad they not been prevented by the interposition of A uddy the son of 
llaiitcm, who called upon them to recollect, that “ war witlmut the ■ 

“ sanction of llicir Imaiim w'as against the law.” 

At all events the result of this memorable conference, produced iiniven* 
sal disgust and dissatisfaction among the people of llejanz and Irak ; but 
Hiore particularly among the Benni Hausjiem, who repeated to ono- 



A.H.XXXVIII. another on this occasion, the verses composed by his uncle Abbas In praise 
A. U. fiSB. of llieir litTO Ally, at the period wlnn tlu‘\ were c.illi d upon to pledge 
Rouzut *heir allegiance to Abu Kukker. Frcuii some uf tin* ilicologists, if wc may 

UHuff4. be permitted so to designate the readers of ihe Koifiii, who formed a pMit 

of the assembly, Abu Mussa experieuc.'d ilie hiiii-iesi repr iaolus ; whil • 
they did not forbear to tell him, that tin; prmeely \|iy was but too 
thoroughly acquainted with the stupidity ot Ins ehararler, he 

demonstrated so decided a repugnance to Ins appointment. Oiliets, more 
violent, menaced his life, and would probably have c!irrio*l tin ir 
threats into execution, if he had not seasonably made his escape to 
^ekkah. Amrdi, with AhnlOur and his followers, proceeded to Damas¬ 
cus, where they did not fail to congratulate Maiiweiali on the siiecessfiil 
issue of the conference, and on his accession to the Khelaufut. Abdullah 
Abbas, and Shorreiah, with fardiiferent impressions in their hearts, repaired 
to Kufah, where it remained for them to communicate to tlicir sovereisn 
those circumstances of mortification and disappointment, which they had 
been constrained to witness at Doumut ul jundel. We are here referred 
to the authority of llSifiz Abrft, and the compiler of the Mustekey, or 
curious history, for the assertion, that it was in consequence of the result 
of this imispicious conference that Ally, by his example, established the 
illiberaf^recedent of imprecating from the mumbers, or tribunals of public 
worship, the names of such persons as were hostile to his interests; it 
being on this occasion directed by his authority that the liannet, or curse 
of God, should be denounced from the pulpit against Mauweiah and Amru, 
and AbulOur the Selmian, Jeib, or perhaps Habeib, the son ofMosselamah, 
Zohauk the son of Keyss, Wulleid the son of Aukkehah; and lastly against 
Abu Mussa, who had thus, either through treachery or imbecility, so 
ahamefuily compromised the interests of his constituents. Such a pro¬ 
ceeding produced immediate retaliation on the part of Mauu'eiah ; who 
enjoined that the names of Ally and his principal adherents should be 
pronounced with a similar malediction throughout the territories subject 
to his authority. 



CHAP. X. 


A lthough our details must continue to be drawn from the inex- HXXXVn 
haustible stores of the Rouzut ussiifi]^, yet the defect of arrangement 
in the materials of that work, will some times constrain us, in digesting 
the order of events, to apply to other sources, where they are at hand, 

We shall therefore proceed to trace the remaining circumstances of the 
Khelaufut of Ally, according to the succession in which they are related in 
the Kholaussut ul akhhaur. 

It is generally understood, that at the period when Ally consented, with 
whatever reluctance, to the mission of Abh Mhssa to the congress at Don- 
mut uljundel, ilerkous the son of Zcheir, and Zerriaut the son ofMalek, 
both remonstrated against his confiding to Abh Mftssa what it was in the 
power of God alone to determine, and indeed against his deputing any one 
on his part to arbitrate with his adversaries. Ally demanded in reply, 
on what possible grounds he could be justified in violating his engagements, 
or in the infraction of a treaty so deliberately recorded and confirmed by 
the signatures of so many distinguished persons. On which Eben ul 
Kowa'i lusbkery, the Eben Melkoud formerly alluded to, with the whole 
of the schismatics, henceforward designated Kliouauredje, vociferating 
with loud clamours, “ that they would have no arbiter but God !’* and having 
repeatedly assailed his ears with this sentence, they proceeded to declare, 
that if he persisted in adhering to the appointment of Abfi MAssa, he was 
guilty of a crime of which it behoved him to evince his speedy repentance. 

In short, that his troops had now sufficiently reposed from their exertions, and 
that it only required Ins orders to reassemble them for an immediate 
renewal of hosiiliries with Mauweiah and the Syrians; which they uiged 
him to expedite without further delay. Ally denied that any guilt was 
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A.H.XXXVIII. attached to the simple mission of Aba MAssa, although the circumstancea 
A. D. ii5f). which gave it birth must be allowed to have originated in the most 
ftou^ut deplorable imbecility, lie then called to their recollection his fruitless 
'mnuite. endeavours to warn them against the designs of the Syrians^ in the artful 
contrivance of exhibiting at the points of their lances, the sacred pages of 
the law ; and of their total disregard to his assurances of victory, if they 
would be prevailed upon to continue the conflict hut for one short hour 
longer, llis entreaties and his views were equally despised and superseded. 
Zerriaut here declared, that unless he immediately put a stop to the dcpar> 
turc of Abu Mussa, and receded from the project of arbitration, they w'ero 
prepared to turn their arms against himself; “ at all events,^* said Ally, 
“ it behoves thee to repent thyself, for I perceive that thou art destined to 
“perish by my lanco.” “In that respect,” replied Zerriaut, “ I am pre- 
“ pared.^’ Ally continued, however, to assert his innocence in all this 
matter, and that the guilt, if any, rested exclusively with themselves; when 
one of the bystainlers observed to him, that it was impossible not to per¬ 
ceive that the party was become extremely formidable, that they had 
already gone, the length of denouncing him an infidel, for his coinplianee 
with this obnoxious treaty, and that if he did not seasonably retract, it was 
very evident that tlicy meditated hostilities against him. To this he con- 
clusiv<‘ly replied, it woiihl be found that he was not unprepared to repel any 
aggressn>sj eitlier against his person or authority. 

These discussions between Ally and the Khouauredje were still occasi¬ 
onally renewed unti! the result of the conference at Doumut ul jundcl 
was published at Kufali ; when the schismatics openly avowed their satis¬ 
faction, insolently professing that those sacred obligations which had 
hitherto rendere<l the person of their sovereign inviolable, were now 
forever cancelled, since he had virtually .subscribed to his own degradation. 
Under these circumsiaiices, one day while he was performing the duties 
of ihe imnumut in the principal mosque of Kufah, one of them suddenly 
rose and exclaimed, “ no ai biler hut God.” In which he was seconded by 
the clamouis of the whole party, by whom this sentence appears to have 
been usurped as the parole or teat of their principles. On this Ally is 
Slated to have addressed them in the following terms. The sentiment 
“ which you have cln sen to express, 1 admit to be founded in truth, but as 
“ erroneous in its application, as your object in adopting it is iniquitous; 



“ being no other than to avail yourselves of some pretext, to set at nought A.H.XXXVin. 
the commands, and proscribe the authority of your rulers; which never* A. D. 699 . 
theless, so long as it is directed to the destruction of foreign enemies, Rouzut 
the accumulation of their spoils, to the security of your highways, to luiuftSL* 
the vindication of the weak against the powerful, and of the injured 
“ against their oppressors, is equally necessary to the welfare and existence 
“ of society, whether it is administered by the virtuous or by the wicked. 

Let it however be understood, that from me there are three things 
which ye have a right to expect. The first is, that I should not exclude 
** you from your mosques. The second is, that so long as you support my 
** authority, 1 should not withhold from you your due proportion of the 
“ spoil. The last is, that until ye provoke me by your aggressions, I 
“should not engage in hostilities against you.'* 

The schismatics were, however, pot to be dissuaded from their design* 

Their leaders proceeded to confer together at the residence of Abdullah 
the son of VV^aheb urrauheby, (the monk) by whom they were formally 
apprized, that it became not a society of men, professing a belief in (Jod 
and a day of retribution, to hold themselves exeinfUed from examining, or 
>tttrndiiig to, all ihings which concerned the general welfare. Neither was 
it worthy of such a society to withhold the dictates of immutable truth, as 
they bore upon every relation of life. Such being his opinion, all he 
should further observe, was, that their brethren having unfortunately 
entered into an engagement to refer their differences to the arbitration of 
two particular persons, with the reliance that such a decision would be 
given, as was conformable to the sacred principles of the Koran ; the 
arbiters thus chosen, liad proved by the result of their deliberations, how 
unw oiihy they w ere of the trust reposed in them, and how little their con¬ 
duct was to be influenced by thfjse principles. He, therefore, that was 
disposed to rsc.ope from an unexampled calamity, must abandon, without 
dc lay, a place w hich was become the abode of darkness and impiety. 

Ilcrknus the s 11 of Zeheir solicited them by similar arguments to leave 
Kufah; while Hamzah the son of Seyaur, another of the conspirators 
urged tlu m in the first place, on the necessity of investing the mainigc- 
ment of their designs in some competent individual^; of whose prudence 
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A.H.XXXVni. and talents they might avail themselves, to conduct them through the 
A. D. fi59. ditficuities in which they were about to engage. This latter proposal 
Rouzut received the immediate approbatiou of the whole, and accordingly a tendei 
VNufii. of the supremacy in all their concerns was made to Yezzeid the son oi 
Hhsseyne, one of the enthusiasts devoted to the party. It was howevei 
declined by him, and ultimately accepted by Abdullah Wauheb, who 
affectedly disclaimed all other motives in conforming to the desire of his 
associates, than what derived their source far beyond all earthly consider* 
ations; beyond all the plans of selfish or worldly ambition, lie then 
presented his hand, and received from them theirproffersof allegiance, declar¬ 
ing that he considered himself thus solemnly pledged before heaven, to 
promote the observance, and enforce tiic prohibitions of the law ; to with- 
hold the truth from no man ; and to be strictly governed in his proceed¬ 
ings by the niaxirns of the orthodox belief. With respect to tliO'^e 
misguided persons, who could submit themselves to be imposed upon by 
the dictates of an arbitration, which set truth and justice at defiance, he 
now protested in the presence of that God, than whom there was no other 
in existence, that even though he found himself alone and unsupported, 
he was determined to rombat against them, until he should obtain tH>. 
glorious reward of martyrdom. 

Jt was accordingly determined on, after some subsequent deliberation, 
and on the suggestion of Yezzeid the sou of Ilusseync, another of the 
illustrious family of Tiii, since it would expose them to premature pursuit 
if they quitted Kuf'ah in a botly, and as Medayi in, which was originally 
proposed as the pla<‘j; of rendezvous, w'as in many important points excep¬ 
tionable, that they should take their departure from a place which was 
become now so odious, in numbers so inconsiderable, as to avoid observa¬ 
tion, and assemble at the bridge ol'N herwaun. A letter was at the same 
time transmitted to the adherents of the party at llassor.ih, inviting them to 
join their friends at the station fixed upon for the general rentlezvoua. All 
which being previously arranged, the malcontents proceeded, as had been 
recommended, in parties of two and three, towards Neherwaun, gradually 
accumulating as they advanced, until they became at last a very numerous 
assemblage under the same Yezzeid. 

Among those who had associated themselves with the insurgents on this 
occasion, happened to be Zeid the son of the respectable Auddy ben Hau- 



(em, who hastened with all the expedition in his power to Mediyein, in A.R.XXX?nL 
the hope that he might still be able to overtake and reclaim his infatuated A. D. 
boy. Not finding, however, any trace of the Khouauredje at Med&yein, Rouzut 
he thought it prudent to acquaint Sand the son of Milss^oud the Th&lte- airaffkr 
hte, and uncle of the celebrated Mokhtaur, who at this period presided 
over that city under the authority of Ally, with what he had discovered of 
the designs of the revolters; urgently advising him to pursue and circum¬ 
vent them wherever they could be found. On his return towards Kvifah, 

Auddy was intercepted by a party of the Khouauredje, which was proceed¬ 
ing with Abdullah Wauheb towards Neherwaun ; and his person would 
have been seized, but for the interference of two of their chiefs, through 
whose intercession he was allowed to continue his journey. In the mean 
time Saud the .son of Miissaoud had marched with five hundred horse in 
search of the insurgents; and at Kerkh, which at a subsequent period 
formed one of the subuibs of Baghdad, at the hour of evening prayer, came 
up with tiie party under Abdullah, which as yet consisted of not more 
than thirty mr*!>. These he immediately attacked, and might probably 
have aiinilulated, liad it not unfortunately occurred to some of his followers 
^liat It was ad\isablo to forbear from putting these people to death until 
they should be regularly authorized from the seat of government; for 
w'luch pur[)Ose they accordingly desired that lu' would immediately dis- 
patci) an apphcalioii to Kufah; so that he was constrained to .suffer the 
rebels It) escape, while he returned with his detachment to Med4yein ; 

Alxluilah Wauh(.b proceeding without furlhcr molestation to Neherwaun, 
where he fbuntl his associates asst mhied in groat force. Much about 
the same time five hundred of the malcontents of Ba&surah left that city 
and directed their course towards Neherwaun; but Abdullah Abbas 
receiving intelligence of their d»*partiire, he caused a detachment of troops 
to proceed in pursuit of them, and endeavour to bring them back. They 
were ov<'ilaki‘ii at the bridge of Tustcr, but were suffered nc*vcrthcle.so, 
through the iiit<-rveiitiou of night, to continue their niui'ch unmolested; 
compelling all the\ fell in with on their way towards Nclicrvvann to abjure 
the award of the ai Inters, and putting those to tiie sword who refused tn 
comply wuli their menaces. 

The movements and designs of the Khouauredje, and their junction' at 
Neherwaun, could nut well remain much lunger a secret from Ally; bu4 



334 

i.H.XXXVllI. with hifl usual moderation, before be had recourse to measures of coercion, 
^ P* he endeavoured by letter to recal them to their allegiance; with no other 

Rousut effect, however, than that of exposing himself to the mortification of an 
muA. insolent reply, which the leaders of the insurgents, Abdullah ben Waubeb 
and Yczzeid-ben Ufisseyne transmitted to him in the following terms. 
“ The rage which thou hast presumed to express against thy creator can 
“injure none but thyself. On our part we shall only inform thee, that 
“ the day on which thy assent was given to the treaty of arbitration, con- 
“ firmed thee an infidel. Nevertheless, prove to us by thy repentance, 
“ that thou art returned to the true faith, anil we may take tiiy proposals 
“ into consideration, liut if thou art determined to adhere to the princi- 
“[des of guilt, we thus solemnly adjure thee to resume the path of recti- 
“ tude, with the assurance, that a righteous (jod will never befriend the 
“ advocates of duplicity* and treason. 

This reply from the Khouauredjc, rendered every advance towards 
accommodation on the part of Ally hopeless ; he determined, notwithstand¬ 
ing, to connive at their insolence, and leave them to themselves; uni ii he 
should have chastized the ambition of Mauwciali, against whom he was 
now preparing with fresh vigour for the renewal of hostilities. For this 
purpose he again quitted Ivutah, and eneamped at Nokheilah, roquiriiig 
Ills captains to prepare forthwith for anollier expedition into Syria. The 
Kufians seemed disposed on this occasion at lea<<t, to snpiiort his views 
without reluctance; while the couriers whom he dispatched to the <h({i.>rent 
provinces hastened the march of the various contingents, which Ik' had 
ordered to join him. Arnongothers, his failhful kinsman Ahdullah Abbas, 
with seven thousand of the troops of Bassorah, repaired to the camp at 
Nokheilah,where, from the continual arrival iif reinforcements, ihe strength 
of the army was soon completed to eighty thousand men. In the mean 
time, intelligence which reached himoftlieonormilies committed through¬ 
out Irak by the insurgents, against all who refused to abjure ihe arbitration 
of Abfi Mussa Olid Amifi, compelled Ally for the present to suspend the 
execution of his'designs against Mauweiah ; the insurgents having put to 
death the person whom he employed to ascertain the truth of the reports 

• Of apostaoy from his principles perhaps; else the allusion might jnore pertinently (owf 
boms to themselves. 
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which had been circulated of their proceedings. These atrocities produced A.H.XXXVin* 
* from his captains a representation ufthe imprudence of engaging in a dis- A.D.6A9. 
tant cnterprize, while such miscreants were left to prosecute at discretion "rousuT* 
tlieir designs of blood and pillage against their defenceless fellow subjects; ihuIQi* 
with so strong a presumption, that their schemes of violence and outragf! 
would at no distant period be extended to KAfah itself. Under these con 
sideratious th(*y conceived it the wisest plan, in the first instance, to march 
asrainst the schismatics; and should a reasonable admonition fail to recal 
them to a sense of duty, the sword of avenging justice might be employed 
to dissipate their air-built projects ; after which relieved from their appre¬ 
hensions of any treacherous attempts during their absence, they would 
be able to proceed with greater confidence against his enemies in Syria. 

The prudence of these counsels was too obvious to be disregarded, and" 
a resolution was immediately adopted to attack the Khouaurcdjc; for 
which purpose the army was accordingly directed to advance towards 
Nehervvami, a position on the Tigris, some leagues above the ronflnence 
ofthat riier with the F.uphratcs. Having arrived by successive marches 
williui a h ague of Nelicrwaiin, Ally encamped his troops. Here he 
jteiiewed his endeavours to reason the schismatics into a sense of duty, 
first by deputing Abdiillab Abbas, and Abii Ayub the Aiisaiir, to investi- 
t.itc and allay their discontents; and lastly when this ha<i produced but 
little impression upon the minds of these obdurate rebels, he approached 
in person to a spot in the vicinity of iheir camp, within the compass of his 
\oice; and from thence addressed them aloud, in substance as follow's. 

“ If ye remain still uninformed, that, when I agreed to submit my claims 
“ to ariVilration, it was exjircssly siipnlateil on iny part, that the arbitrators 
sliould ileeide in strict conformity to the dictates of the Koran ; ye cannot 
“ have forgotten that 1 forewarned you of the fraudulent design with 
“which the Syrians diverted umr altenlion, by exliibitmg the sacred 
“ pages of the law at the points of their spears; and that w hen }Oii perti- 
“ iiaciously rejecteil every other inode of deciding those claims, | as pnb- 
“ liely declared that niy corisent was given on the e\pr< ss condition, that 
“ the exeilions of the'*e arbitrators should be directed to revive those 
“ ordinances of the Koran which had been snflered to fill info nenlect, 

“and to extmgnish every doctrine of which the sacred code preserihod the 
“abolition. Accordingly, since the tw'o men suleeted to ailjust our 



A*H*XlDCVin. ** differences, have chosen to decide in conformity to their own spifish 
A«D. 659. ** propensities, and indirect hostility to tiie sucilU word ' f' f <'H, tlieir 
Rouzut ** judgment must be considered entirely null, and the question has o \ erted 
VMuffS. to its orginal ground. I am however yet to learn, to what causes are to 
“be ascribed these hostile and rebellious proceedings on your part.” 
The Kuuaiiredje briefly replied, by ackiiowludging chat when tlvy acceded 
to the plan of arbitration they also had betrayed the cause of tinth, and 
become infidels. Of their conrluct on that occasion, they had however 
long since manifested their sincere repentance, if by a similar compunc¬ 
tion, he could establish his claims to forgiveness, they were prepared te 
submit themselves once more to his aiitliorify. “ If,” rejoined Ally, 
“ notwithstanding my precedence in Isslain, in my participation in the 
prophet's exile, and in my exploits against the enemies of true religion 
“ to ensure the favor ofOmnipotence, 1 could be so base as to give testi- 
“ mony to my own impiety, I should indeed deserve to be included among 
*• the most besotted of mankind.” He concluded however, by a request 
that they would appoint from among themselves some person on whose 
conduct and principles they could rely, in order to hold a disputation 
with him; pledging himself to conform to their desires, if fairly argued into 
a conviction of his errors; and expressing a confidence that tht 7 were still 
possessed of a siiflicient reverence for the judgments of an avenging 
deity, to return to their duty, provided he was himself victorious in the 
controversy. 

To this they appear to have subscribed ; and Abdullah the son of Ulkoua, 
was chosen on their parts to support the disputation with Ally. This was 
opened by the latter, who demanded to know, what occurences had arisen, 
after consenting to his assumption of the throne uf the prophet's successors, 
after combating in his service, and giving every othct- proof of obedience 
to his authority, to justify those measures of rebellion and hostility, in 
which they were now engaged; and how it came to pass, that in the war 
of the camel nothing could be observed in their conduct that bespoke a 
similar disposition ? To this Abdullah replied, that on the day of the 
camel there was no treaty of arbitration. “May 1 request to be informed,” 
said the Khaiif, “ which is best qualified to point out the principles of 
“truth and salvation, the prophet or thyself? “The prophet without 
“dispute,” said Abdullah. “Perhaps then,” added Ally, “ thou art not 



, ” aware of that passacfe in the Kor^n, which was communicated to him A.H.XXXVlir, 
“on occasion of the ccntereuce with the men of Nedjraun ; and no one A. I). 659 . 

“ pretends to donht that (iod has marked them as a perverse generation.” llouzut 
“Nevertheless,” i^l)served Abdullah, “the passage exclusively applies iwsufft,- 
“ to that people ; but at any rate, in according thy assent to an adjust- 
■** ment by arbitral ion, thou hast tliysidf become the author of those doubts 
“ which have arisen against thy pretensions to the Klielaufut. Since 
“ therefore thou liast fallen into the dilemma through thine own abetment, 

“ our suspicions with regard thy claims have not by that circumstance 
“been ri iidercd the less warrantable.” Ally continued however to reinforce 
his arguuu nts by further portions from the sacred code, and Abdullah 
with equal constancy to elude them, until he was compelled at last to 
ocknowledge that all he had advanced was perfectly consistent with truth ; 
that Ally was without a blemish in (jvery rcsjiect, the solitary instance alone 
excepted, hy which In' had authorized the appointment of Abfl Mfissa and 
Ainru, and by whirl) he had proved himself, as he said,either an infidel or an 
apostatt from his principles. Ally desired iiiin to recollect that Abik M&ssaonly 
had been appointed by him, that Amrft was the choice of Mauweiah. “ Ahh 
’** Mussa is an infidel,” said Abduilali; “ wilt thou inform me,” replied Ally, 

“ at what period he became an infidel; whether during his journey to Dou- 
“ rant ul jundel, or during the discussions at that place 011 the subject of 
*• the arbitration ? during the discussion,” said Abdullah. “ Then,” con¬ 
tinued Ally, “ since AbA Mussa is acknowledged to have hern u true 
“ believer at the period when he received his appointment, and became a 
“ traitor to his principles by his conduct only m the discharge of the trust 
“reposed in him, wherein docs the circumstance imply any degree of guilt 
“ on my part ? If, for example, the prophet should at any time have had 
“ occasion to employ a person to admonish an infidel community to the 
“ worship of the true God, and that person should have perverted his 
“ mission to other purposes, in what respect could it impeach his employer^ 
t‘any more than the imbecility or perfidy of Abh Miissa can be imputed 
to my charge, or justify that effusion of Mussulman blood for which 
“ you are responsible ?” IVreeiving that the discussion appeared likely to 
terminate to their disadvantage, the leaders of the Klioiauredje here 
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A H XXXVIll. interrupted the conference, by desiring that Abdullah would cut short all 
A. D. 6i9. further argument with this man, and withdraw to his party. After which 
Rouzut closed every avenue towards accommodation by immediately prepar- 

•iMufra. ing for battle. 

Convinced at length that his dispute with the Khouauredje, would 
yield to no decision but that of the sword, Ally proceeded, on his part also, 
to dispose of his troops in order of battle, llis right wing being consigned 
to the charge of Hidjer the son of Auddy ; his left to Sheyth the son of 
Rebbeiai,and his cavalry to Abh Ayfib the ansaur, whose tomb is near 
Constantinople. The general direction of the infantry was entrusted to 
Abh Ketaudah. The schismatics on their side, placed their right wing 
under tlie orders of Yezzeid the son of Husseync, and their left under 
those of Shorreiah the son of Abi Oftffy. Ilcrkous the son of Zeheir 
undertook the direction of the cavalry, and Abdullah the son of IJIkoua, 
just mentioned, tlmt of the inhmtry. Abdullah ben Wauheb, the chief of 
the insurgents, as well as Ally, most probably taking liis station in the 
centre. The armies thus confronted, Ally placed his standard apart under 
the protection of a body of two thousand men, and caused it to be pro¬ 
claimed that all such as repaired to that standard should find pardon and 
security, and that all who‘dep;uted[<]uietlyfoi Kfifah would be entitled to the 
same indulgence. This appears to have succeeded in producing all the 
effect that could he desired ; one of the leaders of the Khouauredje, 
Ferdali the sonofNoufil Eshjai, with five hundred men, immediately 
retiring towards Dezhkouh ; others took the road toKufah; while a consi¬ 
derable body passed over to the standard, and cx])erienced the protectiorj 
which had been held out to them. By those iinlooked for desertions, the 
force with Abdullah ben Wauheb was soon reduced to less than four 
thousand men ; w ith which, however, he did not hesitate to assail the fur 
superior numbers of the Khalifs army, which had been directed to expect 
the attack without moving. This circumstance probably encouraged the 
audacity of the insurgents, who advanced to the charge with such extra¬ 
ordinary resolution, as to make a considerable impression in the ranks of 
their opponents; but ultimately separating into two divisions, they diverged 
towards the right and left wings. In this effort Shorreiah was engaged by 
Keyss the son of Saud, who struck off one of his legs; notwitlistaiidiog 
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whirli he continued his exertions until his antagonist put an end to his A.H.XXXVllf. 

• exi^t'Mice. A. 0.659. 

Ill de tailing the circumstances of this battle, the author proceeds to Ruuzut 
relate, that among others of the Khouauredje who iiad distinguished uauffk. 
tlieiiiselves on former occasions in the cause of Ally, one in particular, 
iUiiifss ul I'ai, had exerted himself with conspicuous gallantry in the con- 
llie s at '^t’ileinc. This person now presented himself at the head of the 
troops of his party, and having recited aloud certain verses in praise of 
his associates, urged his career with impetuous fury against the opposing 
line of Ally’s troops, which he entirely penetrated to the rear. He was 
hciwever pursued and brought to defend himself by Ally in person, by 
\viu)S(' sword, after a gallant rcsistano^ he was levelled in the dust. In 
the mean time Jferkous ben Zeheir, who had watched an opportunity to 
attack I ho person of Ally, now spurred his liorse against him; and was already 
prepared to strike, when that prince anticipated the blow, and clove his 
helmet to the scull; dropping the reins, his horse bore him senseless from 
the field of battle to a deserted spot 011 the bank of the Nelierwaun river, 
into which, about the close of the action lie was thrown, and thus perished. 

His couziii Malek the son ofUlwessauh, uttempred to avenge the death 
of Ins kinsman, hut supplied another proof of the resistless might of Ally’s 
arm. Rendered desperate by the fate of his associates, Abdullah ben 
Waiilieb, to whom, in contempt probably, these writers have also assigned 
the appellation of nrraiihcby, the monk, who was in fact the fermenting 
principle of the conspir<icy, and acknowledged chief of the insurgents, now 
called aloud to the son of Abu Tauleb, by which appellation he chose to 
address him, demanding to know how long he proposed to exhibit these 
proofs of over bearing violence, against his inferiors in strength ; and daring 
him to try the vigour of a warrior’s assault in a contest with his equal; 

“ i'tir,” said he, “ I have pledged myself by an oath never to leave this 
“spot until 1 have either made thee a sacrifice to my vengeance, op fallen 
“ in the prosecution of it.** Smiting at this arrogant ebullition, Ally dis¬ 
dainfully replied, that with a competent experience of that prowess which 
he dared to defy, he could not but consider the language, to which he 
had given expiession, as extremely misapplied; he should therefore ascribe 
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A.H.XXXV11I* it to an effort of despair; and that having dismissed all further regard Tut 
A. D. life, he was compelled to hasten his destiny, hy hazarding a conflict with 
Houjsut superior manhood. Abdullah had by this time approached within con- 
‘tasbuRa. venieiit distance; when with a single stroke of his scimitar, Ally 
dispatched him to the abode of the wretched. 

The death of this man was immediately followed by the almost entire 
destruction of the remainder of the Khouauredje ; of nearly four thousand 
of whom, that had shared with him the dangers of the battle, not 
more than nine persons escaped the carnage ; which by a sort of miraculous 
coincidence also constituted the number of the slain on the part of the 
victors in this mutual contest; according to the express prediction of the 
Khalif, who had announced previous to the commencement of the action 
that day, that of his own soldiers destined to fall in the approaching con¬ 
flict, the number would not cxeecd the order of nriits, while on the part of 
the enemy not ten persons wonld escape with life. Of the nine individuals 
who thus escaped the slaughter, two arc re[)rescnted to have flc<l into 
Khorassaun, and from thence after a short interval to the region of Neim- 
ronz, when: they became the origin of tlie Klioiiaredje of .Seiestaiin. Two 
more look refuge in Yemen, of whom the schismatics of that country are 
the descendants ; two retired into Omnian, and two into Jezzeirah. Of 
the two latter. Anthem the historian of Kufah is stated to allirm that 
many of the descendants existed in his days on the hanks of the Euphrates: 
the ninth fled into the district of Telinonezzin, of whom no memorial has 
been preserved. Three of the insurgent chiefs have been already accounted 
for. Yezzeid ul ITnsseyne, the fourth, is said to have been transfixed in 
the course of the battle, by Ah6 A)iih, the ansaur; at any rate, if the 
rejicrt of the latter to his sovereign is entitled to belief. Neither can we 
omit to observe, that Hauny the son of Khettaub and Zeiaud the son of 
llefzah, are both of them said to have contended for the merit of having 
killed Abdullah the son ofWaulieb; which appears to be countenanced 
by the acknowledgement of Ally, that they had contributed to hasten the 
fate of that rebel, since they had both assailed him with their lances. 

Through one more circumstance of this battle, though perhaps not very 
material to relate, we must reconcile ourselves to attend the author. Pre¬ 
vious to the commencement of hostilities on this occasion. Ally is said to 
bavc stated to his followers, and for the truth of his assertion, to have 
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appealed to that God wiio splits the barley corn for vegetation, and who A.H.XXXVI11, 
from the cxhaiistless stores of his benevolence, has clad his creature man A. D. 659 . 
in the garb of existence, that tlic prophet had long since preadmonished Rouzut 
him of the events in which he should be engaged with this misguided uatuftl* 
faction. Namely, that he should be at war with a band of miscreants 
whose sercssion from the principles of truth to the mazes of error and 
falsehood, would be as irrevocable as the flight of an arrow from the bow 
of the'archer; that, as a mark by which he should be able to distinguish 
such a sect, there would be found among the individuals of which it was 
composed, a pcr.<on to one of whoso shoulders, in place of an arm, would 
be susjieudctl an excrescence of Hesh, resembling the breasts of a woman, 
covered at the extremity with bristles, like the whiskers of a cat. On the 
same subject, Oi>eiclaii of the tribe of Selmnn is said further to relate, that 
he was in the Khalifs train, when he arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Nehervvaun ; and that person brought intelligence, while Ally was 
r ngaged in public worship, that the insuigents had crossed to the opposite 
side of the riv<.*r. AYlien Ally bad finished his devotions, he observed that 
the report was unworthy of belief, since he was too well assured that they 
would never pass the river; for that destiny had marked the scene of their 
destruction on this side. Accordingly when the insurgents met their fate 
en the. very ^put which the Khalifhad indicated for that event, he directed 
that iliev should search for the body of ZulThedeiah, the man with the 
breast. Tlie periple employed in the search, at first returned and reported 
that no person answering to such a description was to be found among the 
dead. Ally directed them, notwillistanding, to renew their search, insist¬ 
ing with an oath, that the body of Zul Tbedeiali was on the field of battle. 

They again proccedi'd to examine the slain ; until under a heap of forty 
dead bodies, tliey fouiul the carcase of Zul Tliedeiah, of whose identity 
they had immediate proof; for they found, on inspection, depending from 
his shoulders, a fleshy excrescence, such as Ally had descrilicd, which, on 
drawing out, became extended to the length of his other arm, and m 
being disengaged iinmediarely shrivelled up to the resemblance of a 
woman's breast. Of the Khouauredje, however, who were left for dead 
on the field of bailie, four hundred were discovered, in whom the vital 
^paik was not yet extinguished: these, by the Khalifs direciion, wore 
restored to their relatives, Tho more valuable property of the slain, ^ 



AilJCXXVin. directed moreover to be delivered up to those who possessed the claims of 
A.D. f> 99 . iiiheriiaiice; coJisigning to his victorious soldiers the cattle only and arms 

Houzut of the vanquished. 

U8uil&. Having thus terminated with equal rapidity and success, his expedition 
against these insurgents, Ally endeavoured to avail himself of the facility 
with which the victory was achieved, as an argmneiit to stimulate his 
troops, now that a hern fieeiit provi<leiice was so evidently disposed to favor 
thcircxertions,t<i accompany Inm, as they had originally pledged thcuiselvea 
to do, against the jirovinces of Syria. Some ol his most distinguished cap¬ 
tains, annmg whom we again find the name of Aishauth the son of Keyss, 
rcpivseiiting, however, that tluir rpiivers were exliansted, tlii’ir arrows 
broke,and their swortls impain'd, v.itli fi«'(jueiit use ; and rerpiesting that 
lie would rceonduct them to Kfifah for the purpose of replacing their 
equipments; after which tlu'y would he able to second Ins vimvs with 
greater confidence, to the eirectual rxiirpaimn of his em'inies, he was con¬ 
strained to give? way to their remoiisir.mecs, and accordingly proci-eded on 
his return to KCifali ; in sight of which, it Nokhcilah, in due time, he again 
resumed his station, Trom henee he permitted all sneli as recpiired it, to 
repair to the city ;hiit lest the exjieditioii, on wliich his f^'cnlties appear' d 
to be so ardently fixed, should he exposed to any finther delay, thev were 
laid under a positive restriction not to remain there heyond the period of 
one day. The next day, accordingly, with the cxceptiim of a vei v few 
of such as were still under the influence of a more Inniorahle sentiment of 
loyalty, the camp was almost entiredy deserted by the whole army ,*■ which 
preferring the inglorious ease of a quiet life, to the honorable fatigues of a 
distant enterprize, seemed but little disposed to rejoin its colours. Under 
these circumstances, Ally felt himself constrained to enter the town ; the 
citizens in vain endeavouring to apologize for their cniduct, while he did 
not attempt to suppress his indignation at the repeated proofs of disobedi¬ 
ence and ingratitude, which he had experienced from them on this and 
other occasions. The tone of serious resentment, in which he expressed 
himself, seemed for a moment to awaken a sense of compunction; they 
became profuse in their concessions, renewed their protestations of 
attachment, and once more declared themselves ready to follow wherever 
he chose to lead them. 



These expressions of returning duty wrought upon the Khalifto accept A.H.XXXVn]i 
•f their acknowledgments, although he determined to bring their sincerity A. D. 659. 
to an immediate proof. For this purpose Haureth the Hamdanian, one of Rousat 
his captains, was directed to proclaim, that all such as were animated by 
the genuine spirit of loyalty, should repair, on the morrow, to a suitable 
place of rendezvous in the neighbourhood, which would be pointed out to 
them. So little, however, was this spirit to be depended on, that when 
Ally proceeded the following day to the encampment designed on this 
occasion, he found that no more than three hundred persons had been 
pos'^essed of sulficient zeal to obey this last summons to join his standard, 
lie deciared,.liovvcvcr, that had the number amounted only to a thousand,, 
it might have been entitled to some consideration; but with the handful 
which ho saw assembled, that it would he folly to tempt his fate. After 
remaining here for several days, a, prey to sorrow and disappointment, ho 
was at length urged by Hidjer the son of Auddy, and Keyss the son of 
Sand, to enforce hisordcis for the expedition into Syria ; and if the people 
continued to disregard his authority, to sulfer them to punish the disobe* 
dient. I'he pioclamation was aecordingly repeated ; while Miaukkil the 
'son of Keyss, made a circuit of the adjoining towns for the purpose of 
reassembling the troops; but, before the latter could return from the service 
in which he was thus employed, his master was destined to he enrolled in 
the illnstriniis catalogue of the martyrs. 

It has been already noticed in a former page,tliat Ally had, unfortunately, 
conceiveil it expedient to remove Keyss the son of Sand ibbaudah, from 
tin? government of Kgypt, and to transfer that province to Mahotnmed the 
son of Abu Rukker. On the arrival of his successor, the son of Sand 
iv'liiupiislied his anlhority without a murmur; suggesting, at the same 
time, with very disinterrsted zeal, the necessity of temporizing with the 
party m that eoiiiirry, which had not yet been prevailed upon to pledge 
tlieir allegiance to Ally’s government; and pointing out by name thetse 
Itersoiis w lu-se attai hrnent it would he advisable to conciliate, if it was 
considered oi'importance to retain the subjection of that opulent province, 

Keyss had, however, no sooner left the counirv, than his prudent counsels 
were forgotten ; the son of Abu Biikker, though admonished by repealed 
defeats, persisting in the employment of force, to compel the allegiance of 
ihe obnoxious par^y. There resided in Egypt at tins period, a person.who 
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bore the name of Mauweiah the son of Khodeiah, who had lonfr nourif.hcd 
A D.659. the most violent animosity against Ally’s person and j;ov(‘iiinit. nt; .ukI vvIio, 
Rouzut encouraged by the general discontent, which was exoiiid by the rcsiih of 
the inauspicious conference at Doiimiii nl jundel, had embraced the oppor*- 
lunity of exciting the most serious commotions in the ]irovince ; under the 
still specious pretext of avenging the blood of Otlmian, by w hich a multi¬ 
tude of the lawless rahblc of the country were pcr-'iiaded to join his 
standard. 

Tile dangerous situation to which his government was reihiced, was now 
communicated bv the son of Abu Uukker to the Khalif: u ho at hist resolved 
to avail himself of the determined valour and military skill of the, faithful 
Maick Ashtur, in order to appease these tronhlcs. 'I'his gallant chicfiaiii 
had been st nt at the termination of t)ie war of Selli'inc, to pnside in Jez- 
ecirah, the upper part of the peninsnln, between tin* 'I'lgris and Knplirates ; 
but hastened on the fiist summons to altend the ordi^s of his sovereign on 
this occasion. To him, in confidenee, Ally lamented the immature years 
of the son of Ahii Biikker, and the de.plorahle incapacity and inexperience 
which, contrary to expectation, he had hetrayi'd in ilu’management of his 
gomnment. He then signified his intention of superseding tliat prince ; 
and requested his advice, as to the person whom he thotight best qualified 
to supply his place. Malek gave Ins opinion w ithout reserve, that no one 
was better qualified for the trust than the neglected Ke\ss hen Sand ; for 
whose immediate reinstatement a mandate was accordingly issued by 
Ally. This was, however, resolutely declined by Keyss, on the pica of bis 
former unjust and unmerited removal; hut he appears to have arcepted of 
the government of Azerbaijaun, to which lie w'as now nominated, as some 
reparation for the injury. In the mean time, the Khahf proceeded to 
explain his view's more clearly to Malek Ashtur, by avowing that, all things 
considered, he looked upon himself ns the most competent to 
restrain the Kgyptians; and more particularly, because in the in¬ 
stance of almost every other person, he was under the necessity of fur¬ 
nishing instructions for every case that arose; whereas with respect to him, 
such a precaution was superfluous; since he was fully capable of conduct¬ 
ing himself on every emergency, by the native energies and resources of 
his own mind. This loyal and intrepid chieftain was ultimately prevailed 
*upon to subscribe to the arrangement now offered to his consideration; and 
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lie received from the Khalif the letters patent^ investing him With his new A.H.XXXV1U. 
* authority, in terms unusually flattering to his honorable ambition; and he A. D.fiag, 
was then urged to hasten with the utmost dispatch, in order to dis- Rouzut 
pel, by his presence, the mischiefs which had accumulated under the 
unfortunate administration of his predecessor. 

Malek Ashtur left Kbfah accordingly, and proceeded on his journey 
towards EgypU But in the mean time intelligence of his appointment was 
oommunicated to the governor of Damascus; and awakened in the mind of 
that artful and politic prince an apprehensiovi, that if assailed in condbrt 
by Aliy from Khfah, and by Malek Ashtur from the side of Egypt, his 
position in Syria would become extremely critical; and he therefore hast* 
ened to devise some plan by which he might contrive to obviate this 
double misfortune. It happened that on the route which Malek was pur¬ 
suing on this occasion, there lived, at the period in question, a villager, 
or peasant, who maintained some intercourse of friendship with Mauweiah ; 
to him the latter immediately wrote, advising him of the approach of 
Malek Ashtur; and charging him, as the journey of that chief would infalli¬ 
bly lie through his place of residence, to meet, and engage him to partake 
of the hospitalities which he should be prepared to offer; during which, he 
was to watch an opportunity of conveying a certain mortal poison into 
his food. Of this laudable employment, the peasant, villager, or townsman, 
it matters little which, appears to have availed himself without much com¬ 
punction. When the unsuspecting traveller drew near, he hastened 
to greet him with the most lavish professions of service, announcing 
himself as one of the tributaries of his government, and as having long 
expected the gratification of entertaining so estimable a guest. Malek 
Ashtur was completely drawn into the snare, and complied with the per¬ 
fidious invitation. A preparation of honey, into which the fatal mixture 
had been intrudiicecl by the traitor, was tendered for his refreshment; /o 
tftsfe of rchich^ and to die, tern one and the same thinfr. 

In this manner perished the warlike and otherwise invincible Malek 
Ashtur; whose character, if not already sufficiently delineated by his 
actions, may be in some measure further appreciated by tlie op|>osite impres¬ 
sions, with which the account of his premature exit was receivkl by Aliy aud 
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A>H.XXXVin. Mauweiah respectively. The latter, previous to the death of this intrepid 
A. L>. soldier, in announcing to the Syrians his appointment to the government 
Rouzut of acknowledged that the apprehensions which he entertained of 

tusufl^. the valour and talents ofMalek Ashtur, far surpassed any thing which he 
could ever experience with respect to his superior; and he therefore rccom> 
mended that their prayers might be addressed to heaven, to avert the evils 
with which, in common with himself, they were threaieiietk by the daring 
spirit of that enterprising chief. On intelligence that lie was no more, he 
funher announced to his followers, with no small satisfaetiun, that of the 
two eyes of Ally’s |)pwer, llausliein the son ofAuttchah Wokauss had 
already perished ; or, if uther authorities arc entitled to credit, he said, that 
of the two arms of Ally, one had been cutolFwlien llie venerable Autnar 
Yaussscr expired in the conflict of SeOcine; and of the other, heaven in 
propitiation of their vows, had now deprived him, in tiic death of Malek 
Ashtur. The instruments of divine vengeance, said he, are infinite; it is 
some times conveyed in a mess oj' honci/. On the other hand, the 
sorrow of Ally, at the loss of this invaluable commander, received consi¬ 
derable aggravation from the intelligence, which about the same time 
reached him, of the equal grief and shame with which the son ol Abft 
Jiukker had been overwhelmed by bis unlookcd for supersession. To 
conciliate the wounded spirit of that prince undtr such impressions, Ally 
conceived it prudent to write to him in the following terms. ‘‘Of your 
“ distress of mind, in consequence of my selection of Malek Ashtur to 
“ conduct the governiuciit of Egypt, 1 am sufficiently informed. This 
“ was however a measure to which 1 had recourse, not from any impression 
“ unfavorable either to your diligence or exertion in the discharge of your 
trust, but from a desire of placing you at the bead of another govern- 
“ raent; which, although of equal extent and opulence, and salubrity of 
“ climate, would require less anxiety and application in its management, 
“ and where it would be in your power to enjoy a life of leisure and 
“ repose. Tlie man whom I designed to supply your place was equally 
calculated by his prudence to confirm the attachment of rny friends, and 
“ by the vigor of hi^ mind to avenge me of my enemies. But 1 am now 
apprized tli&t the number of his days has been completed; and that he 
“ is of course absorbed in the infinitude of divine mercy. You are iherefure 
** required to continue in your present government, which is placed as 
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. formerly at yonr discretion: I shall only recommend that your exertU A.H.XXXVin.' 

ons in opposing the desighs of the enemy may not be relaxed; that A.D. 659 . 
“your zeal in admonishing'the misguided may not be diminished; n^ut " 

*’ and that you fail not to supplicate the support of Omnipotence in all ussuffl. 

“ your undertakings; so shall the bounty of heaven be extended to the 
“accomplishment of all your wishes, and the perfection of ail your 
“ designs. 

Oil the death of Malck Ashtur, finding that the attention of Ally was 
suflicientiy engaged in the contest with the Khouaurcdje, which is 'here 
c^rpressly stated to have occurred subsequent to the event which we have 
been just recording, Mauweiah gladly embraced the opportunity to fulfil 
his eiiguge.niriits with AmrA, whom he now accordingly dispatched with 
' six thousand men for the reduction of Egypt. He wrote at the same time 
to the insurgent Mauweiah ben Khodeiah, requiring him to support the 
expedition of Amrd, ^ho was immediately joined, on his arrival in the 
Egyptian territory, by the rebel and all his force. Encouraged by this 
accession of strength, AmrCi sent a message to the son of Abd Rukker, 
warning him to quit the country while he could yet do it in safety; others* 
wise he must be er>nscious, as it was suflicientiy manifest to all Isslkm« 
that the blood of Othman was on his head. To this the son of Abh Buk- 
kcr is said to have replied, that he did not consider the death of Othman 
of such importance, nor his share in it of such extent, as to make him 
accountable for it to any man ; and least of ail to Amrii, whose activity in 
promoting that event was far superior to any thing that could be justly 
, ascribed to him. But he trusted at any rate, that he should yet have it in 
his power to treat Anirii as he had already treated Othman. 

Perceiving that his antagonist was not to be driven from his govern¬ 
ment by menaces, Araru prepared to expel him by superior force. On 
his part, the son of Abft Bukker employed a detachment to oppose the 
invader, under the directions of Kenaunah, the same person that with his 
knife inflicted the first wound on the unhappy Othman. A part of his 
force was now detached by AmrD, under Abdurraihman the son of Bukker, 
to keep this body fn check; the two divisions came to a battle in which 
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JI.H.XXXV1II. the troops of Amrii* with their leader, were defeated, and shamefully 
A.D. G59. driven for shelter into his camp. Upon this Mauweiah the son of Kho-‘ 
" iiouaut deiah was required by Amrb to go and give battle to his son; for that is- 
ussiiif&. the relation, in which historians,, and particularly Ebcn Hamdan, and 
Mahommed ben Jerreir the Tebrian, have represented Kenannah to have 
stood with this Mauweiah, although, according to others, he is called the 
son of Besher. Mauweiah proceeded however to meet the division under 
Kenaunah, whom he defeated and killed with his own hand in the course 
of the action, telling him that his guilty share in the murder of Qthman 
had armed the father's hand against his offspring; otherwise his life would 
have been spared. The defeat of this commander was followed by the 
immediate and entire .dispersion of ail who served about the person-, 
of Mahommed ben Abb Bukker, who was himself compelled to abscond ; 
but being soon afterwards discovered among some ruined buildings, where 
he had concealed himself, he was dragged from thence and put to a misera¬ 
ble death by the son of Khodeiah; who exercised Itis vengeance on several 
of his defenceless and innocent offspring, by sewing them up in the bellies 
of horses or asses, or of some other quadruped, in which they were cruelly 
scorched to death. Amrb then entered Cairo, and took possession.of the^ 
government of Egypt without further opposition* 

We are at the same time given to understand, that on the earliest intel¬ 
ligence of the approach of Amrb, the unfortunate son of Abb Bukker had 
dispatched to solicit aid from the Khalif; but that no intreatics of the latter 
were sufficient to prevail upon the men of Kbfah to enable him to comply 
with the request. On which xVlly is said to have implored heaven to place 
this refractory colony under the authority of some man, from whom they 
might experience neither compassion nor mercy : according to others, he 
bitterly exclaimed, “ May God consign them to the power of some slave 
“whose morose and unpitying disposition shall avenge my wrongs.”^ 
The prayer of Ally, continues our author, was not unhe^d; for on that 
very night, according to the majority of historians, was born the sangui¬ 
nary Hejaujeben Ybssuf the Thakefite, equally celebrated by the appella« 
tion of the tyrant Hejauje; from whom the citizens of Kbfah were destined 
to endure all those miseries which, by a just retribution, were afterwards 
inflicted upon them. Others, however, less disposed to credit tho 
|g;uracuk)us efficacy of Aliy's prayers, contend that the birth of the cruel 



m 

Hejauje did not take place until the forty second of the Hidjera; and that A.R.XXXVUI» 
the loss of Egypt, and the death Of Mafaommed the son of Abh Bukker, A, D. 659; 
occurred so far hack as the year thirty-scven. Be that however as it may, Bouzut 
the untoward events in Egypt occasioned in the mind of Ally the greatest m***®*" 
anxiety and distress, vi'hich he hastened to communicate to his kinsman 
Abdullah Abbas, at this period employed in his government of Bassorah. 

The latter committing his charge to the care of his deputy, Zeiaud the son 
of Ommeyah, immediaitely repaired to Khfah, privately resolved not to 
separate from the person of the Khalif any more. 

The goverament of Ally must, as the author, confesses, have sustained » 
severe shock by tlie death of the son of Abh Bukker, and the consequent 
establishment in Egypt of the authority of Amrfi. In the mean time, 

Mauweiah actively awake to derive eveiy advantage of circumstances, sent 
Abdullah ben Khozzermy to reduce Bassorah; which this officer appears to 
have effected without difficulty, Zeiaud the lieutenant of Abdullah Abbas, 
absconding on his approach-. Ayffn the son of MAjausRia, at ftrst 
employed by Ally to restore his authority, and expel the son of Khoazermy 
from this important station, was kHfed, and his troops defeated In tho 
attempt; but a second effort under Jauriah the son- of Keddamah proved 
more successful. Abdullah Khozzermy shut himself up in the palace of 
government, which being setff’re toby the troops of Ally,, he was there 
with all his followers burnt to death. 

In the thirty-ninth of the Hidjera, a- division of two thousand men under ^ XXXDC 
Niauman the son of Besheir the aosaur, was dctachetl by Mauweiah a, D-659* 
against Eyne us Shums; one of tlie I|eliopolises of the ancients, and 
probably that which is said to have lain on the confines of Egypt and 
Arabia. The station-was at this period defended on the part of Ally by 
Malek the son of Kaaub ; but his troops having, for the greater part, fled 
on the very appearance of the enemy, he was compelled to retire within 
the walls of the palace, from-whence he dispatched a messenger to-solicit 
the reliefer his sovereign. But Aliy having again applied in vain for the 
assistance of the men of Kt^fab, and Malek perceiving the arrival of rein¬ 
forcements delayed beyond his expectations, be bravely resolved by » 
desperate effort to attempt his own deliverance. With one hundred men,, 
the whole that remained of his garrison, he sallied out and attacked the- 
troops of Niauman; with whom he maintained an unequal conflict uptili 
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A.H.XXXn(. the hoar of evening prayer, when Abdurraihman the son of Mohennef 
A. D.659. with fifty horse, nxjst sensonabiy appeared to his assistance ; and Niaiiman 
Boiuiut conceiving that this might be the prelude of more considerable reinforce- 
usBuffH. ments, immediately gave up the contest and withdiew into Syria : thus 
unexpectedly relieving his antagonist from the pressure and iticonvenieiicics 
ofu rigorous siege. 

Determined to assail his adversary from every quarter, Mauvveiah during 
the same year employed Sofi'eyaa the son of OwAf in the reduction of 
Haibet ; a city, here said, to lie between Mosshl and the Syrian territory, 
from whence that ehiet proceeded towards Amba, in Arabian Irak ; winch 
he also took and pillaged, after an action in which he had previnusly 
defeated and killed Kben l Jussauii ul Bukkery, the governor on the part of 
Ally.. These accumulating nnsiortunes seem to have aggravated the 
resentment, with wliicli the. KliaJif was already sufficiently inipresst d 
against the people ofKufah ; he quitted the city alrme, without holding 
any communication with them, and tu(«k up his abode in the camp whn h 
was forming in the neighbourhood. ’Neverthelt'ss he suffered himself to 
be prevailed upon to return the next day, by the principal inhabitants, who 
represented these matters as not of such importance by any means, as to 
require his personal interference: and in compliance with their sugges¬ 
tions, he ordered Iveyssthe son of Saud, with a competent force, to repel 
the invasion ofSoffeyan. This commander proceeded in search of the 
enemy with all the diligence and ceh'rity of which he vias capable, and 
continued his march to chc very confines of Syria. But as the invaders had 
possessed themselves of an immense hooty, the first object secihs to have 
been to convey it to a place of security ; and t!;eir retreat was accordingly 
either so rapid or well timed, as to elude all p; rscit. 

In the course of the same year, a detachment of seventeen hundred 
men, under Abdullah the son of Mfissaud ul Ferauzy, was employed by 
Mauweiah,iQ the direction of Teima ; a city or town which we are taught 
to look for on the skirts of the desert adjoining to the frontiers of Syria. 
His instructions were to levy upon the wandering Arabs of that desert, the 
aedkaut, or contribution originally prescribed by the law, for the relief uf 
the poor, and the purposes of religion; to make war upon all who 
resisted ; and to extend his operations to the sacred cities of Mekkali and 
Medeinah. The son of Mfissaudah proceeded accordingly as far as Teima; 
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and had commenced his exactions among the wandering tribes, when A.H.xinfnf, 
. intelligence of these further encroachments was conveyed to Ally. K A.D.659.' 
body of two thousand men was immediately directed to march under the 
orders of Mosseyb ul Ferauzy, to give battle to this invader of the KhahTs unoffllt 
rights. On his arrival at Teima, Mosseyb attacked and defeated the Syrians 
with considerable slaughter, but suffered their chief, to whom he was 
nearly related, to escape into the town with most of his followers; telling 
him, as he slightly struck him with his gauntlet, to hasten his flight, lest 
inexperience or folly might lead him to his own destruction. Mosseyb 
next invested the town, and having heaped a great number of faggots 
against the gates, he caused them to be set on fire. Softened however by 
the cries and iamenfations uttered by the besieged at the prospect of ine- 
vitablo destruction, Mosseyb directed the conflagration to be extinguished; 
while Abdullah, with his garrison, contrived, under cover of the night, to 
escape into Syria. 

Another course, by which Mauweiah contrived to embarras and distract 
the attention of his adversary, was to send a large force into the desert on 
tlie route of the pilgrimage; with instructions to destroy all the places 
erected for the accommodation of the Hadjies, to fill up the wells, and put 
tlic guards to death entrusted with the care of these stations. They were 
also directed to divert the pilgrims from proceeding to Mekkali, by expos¬ 
tulations on the absurdity of visiting a place where there was no longer 
faith, nor a person to preside over the sacred ceremonies. Zohauk, the 
commander employed on his part to execute this service, conducted him¬ 
self witi) extreme rigour and cruelty; but was ultimately attacked and 
defeated by llidjcr tliesoii of Auddy, who had been detached with four 
thousand men by Ally to chastise the incursion. About this same period 
the rights of the Ivhelaufut were further invaded, on the part of Manwciali, 
by an attempt to introduce at Mekkali, an ageut whom he proposed to 
conduct the pilgrims from Kgypt, and the shores of Africa westward of 
tluit piovincr, during the processions and other ceremonies of the visitation.. 

Hut Kotiiem the son of Abbas, who held the government of Mekkah on 
the part of Ally, opposing the usurpation,‘the dispute would have termi¬ 
nated III immediate hostilities, had not the citizens interposed with a 
declaration, that they should not be permitted to interrupt the period of 
the solemnities, by any act of blood; and to put an end to all coutcoversy 



A.H.XXXIX. on subject, they resolved that Shiaubah the son of Othman should 
A. D. 660 . officiate as pontiff on that occasion. The occurrences of the year thirty- 
nouzm nine conclude with an excursion which Mauweiah, attended by the flower 
ttiuffit. of the troops of Syria, made to Mosshl, on pretence of visiting the banks 
of the Tigris, a river which he professed never to have seen before; but in 
reality to create an alarm at Khfah, that he was in person about to enter 
Arabian Irak, while his captains were employed in assailing the territories 
of Ally from other quarters. After a few days recreation, he returned 
however to Damascus. 

A H XL; commencement of the year forty, Besher the son of Ertaut wag 

A. D. 660. sent by Mauweiah, at the head of three thousand men, to take possession 
of the two sacred cities of Mckkah and Mcdeiiiali; and to proceed ulti¬ 
mately into Yemen, in order to summon the people of those different 
quarters to acknowledge the authority of his master. In pursuance of his 
instructions, the son of Ertaut came first before Medeinah, at this period 
under the government of Abfl Ayiib the aiisaur; who seems to have aban¬ 
doned his trust on the appearance of the invader. The latter accordingly 
entered the city without resistance, and repairing to the principal mosque, 
there tooh possession of tlie pulpit of the imaunuit; from whence, in pro¬ 
nouncing the KhotVmh, he called by name for the slaves of Othman, and 
sternly demanded how or where they had disposed of their lord. I'he 
citizens of Medeinah, to'whom the appellation was addressed, indicating 
by tears and lamentations, either their sorrow for the past, or their appre¬ 
hensions for the future, Besheir again imperiously demanded, to what 
cause he was to ascribe these expressions of sorrow, in the murderers of 
their sovereign i further solemnly assuring them, that if not forcibly 
restrained, from such a measure of retribution, by the absolute commands 
of Mauweiah, he would not, for his own part, have suffered a man of them 
to survive the revolution of that day. He gave them, at the same time to 
understand, that he amongst them who declined to pledge his immediate 
allegiance to the authority under which he served, must consider himself 
the accomplice of his own destruction. After which, descending from the 
tribunal, he required and received for Mauweiah the allegiance in general 
of the whole of the inhabitants. <^f the principal citizens, however, Jauber 
the ansaur contrived for some time to secrete himself in different houses 
of the place; until one of those in which he bad spughtcoacealiucut, being 



on discovery given up to plunder by the Syrian general, he threw A.H.XL* 
himself on the protection of Omm*e-Selmah, one of the prophet’s widows; A.p.660. 
by whom, though herself ardently attached to the cause of Ally, he’ was Rouzut 
advised to submit to the authority of his antagonist; since, as she declared, anuffll, 
every circumstance seemed to indicate, but too clearly, that the sovereign 
power would ultimately rest in the person of Mauweiah. A piece of 
advice to which this person accordingly thought it expedient to conform. 

Besher, after establishing Abft Horreirah in the government of Medei* 
nah, now proceeded towards Mekkah, which was also abandoned on his 
approach by Kothem the son of Abbas ; such, 'it cannot be disguised, 
being either the deplorable decay of energy, or want of resource, or disaf* 
fcction, which, at this period, seem to have pervaded almost every quarter 
of Aliy’s dominion; and which must have greatly hastened that ascendancy 
which his detested rival was ordained to acquire in the destiny of his 
country. Among those who thought fit to conceal themselves on the 
approach of the invader, although his services in promoting the views of 
the party might have been supposed sufficient to render his person invio¬ 
lable, was Abh Mussa the Aishaurite, who still resided at Mekkah; his 
retreat was, however, soon discovered, and he was brought before Besher, 
who, peradventurc, with good reason demanded, what had induced him to 
abscond. Abii Mftssa alleging, that he had (led for life, Besher required 
him and all others to know, that the orders of Mauweiah extended to the 
allegiance, but not to the lives of the prophet’s friends. Abfl M6ssa accord¬ 
ingly submitted, and was allowed to return to his dwelling without further 
molestation. The authority of Mauweiah thus quietly established over 
the sanctuaries of his faith, Besher continued his march into Yemen; where 
from the character of tlie gallant Abdullah Abbas, to whom the government 
of that province had long since devolved, it might have been expected 
that he should have experienced some resistance. The son of Abbas 
made however a precipitate retreat, leaving the hazard of repelling the 
invasion, to his lieutenant Abdullah ilaurethy. This latter on his arrival, 

Besher immediately put to death, together with all his children ; and the 
two infant sons of Abdullah Abbas, Abdurraihman and Kothem, wl)o.*n, 
regardless of their innocence and tender years, the cruel invader inexorably 
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destroyed. In the mean time, intelligence of the expedition against the 
A. D. 660. sacred territory bad reached Ally; and a detachment of four thousand men 
Rouzut under Jauriah the son of Kedaiimah, and Wauheb the son of MfissAoftd 
mnu 0 . the Thaukefite, was immediately sent by that prince in pursuit of the 
enemy. As their progress lay through Nedjeraun, these chieftains in their 
turn embraced an opportunity of signalizing their vengeance against the 
party of Othman, great numbers of whom, assembled at that place, they 
put to the sword. They then prosecuted their march towards Yemen; but 
the sanguinary Besher eluded their further vengeance by an early flight 
from the province. On this occasion wc are told, that when the cruelty of 
Besher, with respect to the children of Abdullah Abbas, was reported to 
the Klialif, he testified the utmost grief and impatience; and in the bitter* 
ness of sorrow, cursed the immolator, whom he besought the Almighty to 
deprive of his reason. The prayer of Ally was heard; at a subsequent 
period Besher was struck with insanity, and in one of the paroxysms of 
the malady, falling for his sword, his domestics gave him one of wood, and 
at the same time a skin distended with wind on which to exercise his fury ; 
which he proceeded to do with sudi unremitting violence, that he 
expired under the exertion. 

The e<{uaniraity of Ally was now perhaps considerably shaken by the 
misfortunes which assailed him on every side; and by the reflection that iii 
many instances they were to be ascribed to the factious spirit, and dubious 
fldeiity which prevailed among his subjects. We accordingly find him 
about this period, exciting, by the severity of his measures, the discontent 
and displeasure of his warmest friends. Thus, when apprized that his 
kinsman Abdullah Abbas had appropriated, or perhaps embezzled part of 
the public treasure at Bassorah, of which place he retained the government, 
he wrote to assure him, that if he had presumed in any instance to lay his 
bands on that sacred deposit, beyond what was strictly warranted by the 
law, he might expect the utmost punishment. His accounts w'ere accordingly 
subjected to the severest scrutiny ; by which the son of Abbas considered 
himself so deeply injured, that he immediately relinquished all his employ¬ 
ments, and withdrew to Mekkah ; desiring it to be understood that he had 
never courted authority, much less was the government of Bassorah of 
such importance to him, that he should continue to hold it under such 
circumstances of degradation. It is however further stated, that when 
Ally became feasible oC t^e oflence which he bad given by demanding 
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, tvhat he was unquestionably authoiized to do from Abdullah Abbas on this A.If. XL. 
Occasion, a strict account of his receipt and expenditure, aiid that his A. D. 660; 
hinsman had in consequence withdrawn into private liife, he condescended 
ab soothe his resentment, and at last prevailed upon him to resume his uuuffii.^ 
post. Thus also, he provoked the desertion of his brother Aukkail, who 
Went over in the course of this year, and submitted to the authority of 
Mauweiah; for reasons however which reflect considerable credit upoii 
Ally, for that incorruptible integrity with which he continued to apply the 
resources entrusted by the public to his discretion. It would' appear that 
Aukkail had taken an opportunity of complaining to his brother of the 
slenderness of his means for the support of a numerous family; and of 
requesting that some trifling addition to his salary might be allowed from 
the public treasury. This Aliy refused to do, alleging, that he had already 
assigned him the portion to which be was entitled ; and that it was not in 
his power, however he might be disposed, to give him any part of that 
which was the property of others. But Aukkail continuing still to urge 
the necessities by which he was impelled to solicit relief, the Khalif affected 
to acquiesce; and desired, since there appeared to be no alternative, that he 
would attend him that night, when they would break into tjie house of a 
certain wealthy neighbour, and And an ample supply for all his wants. 

Aukkail demanded with a mixture of surprise and indignation, if he 
Could seriously propose to relieve him by so gross a violation of the laws 
of society ? “ On the great and solemn day of account," replied Ally, 
how much easier shall 1 acquit myself against the accusation of a solitary 
indi\idiial, than against the united cry of the whole community of lssl4m, 

“ iiidividuaily possessed of an equal claim in that property, which thou hast 
“endeavoured to persuade me to divert to private purposes ?" 

According to other writers respecting the same incident, we are 
informed that when Aukkail applied to his brother for an augmentation to 
his pension, the latter desired him for a moment to suspend his impatience ; ' 
and withdrawing into the house, returned shortly afterwards with a piece 
of red hot iion, which he requested him to lay hold of. Naturally recoiling 
from a proposition which appeared so extraordinary, Aukkail remarked 
that if his brother was not disposed, by some proof of liberality, to relieve 
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A. H. XL. bis distresses, it behoved him at least to forbear from subjecting^ him to 
A. any injury of this kind. “ Nay then,” said Ally, since thou art iucii|jjble 

Rouzut “ of sustaining the effect of that fire which is produced by the operation 
umutfa. of mere humanity, how canst thou judge it reasonable, that I should 
expose myself to be consumed in that which is kindled by him who 
“ rules the tiniversc ?” However this may hai'e been, perceiving that his 
application would in no shape be attended to, Aukkail watched his 
opportunity, left Kiltfah, and withdrew to Damascus; where he experienced 
from Mauweiah the most distinguished reception, and by whom his 
avarice and ambition were gratified beyond bis utmost hope. Never¬ 
theless, when Mauweiah in presence of his court presumed to describe 
him as a person more exalted in the estimation of his father Abfitaulcbi 
than his brother Ally, Aukkail entirely disclaimed such a preference; 

alas Mauweiah,^* said he, “ what man endowed with the sense of sight, 
** would assign to the obscure star Soha, a pre-eminence to the radiant 
glories of the sun ; will any man in the possession of his understanding 
raise the humble ant to a level with the majesty of Solomon ; whatcompar- 
ison does an atom bear with that resplendent orb, which illuminates the 
“world, or a drop of water with the boundless stores of the deep? in 
“justice recollect,” continued be, “that while thou and I were still attached 
“ to the worship of idols, Ally was exposing his person to promote and 
“ extend the truths of Issiam; and take my assurance that necessity, with a 
“ sense of imagined injury, and peradventure the love of worldly wealth and 
“ splendour, could alone have induced me to exchange my dependence on 
** that model of righteous men, for a precarious subsistance on thy 
“ bounty.” Many were the altercations which ensued between Mauweiah 
and Aukkail on the same subject; but as the above will have afforded a 
sufficient specimen, our author has very considerately spared his reader the 
irksomeness of a further detail; and proceeds to describe the more material 
incidents which brought the life and reign of Aliy to a premature and 
tragical conclusion. 

In introducing the subject of the succeeding catastrophe, the historian, 
after some previous statements which are not of sufficient importance to 
repeat, advises us that a variety of causes have been by different writers 
assigned for that pityless animosity which armed the hand of £ben Muljum 
against the sacred life of the prophet’s successor; but that he will endea- 
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vour in this piftce to furnish his readers with that information which he A.H.XL,, 
has derived from a perusal of those authors whom lie conceives best enti- A.D. 660; 
tied to their confidence. He accordingly proceeds to relate, that after the Hduaut 
defeat of Nelierwauii, cither accident or the prospect of an asylum against unufii^ 
their enemies, brought to Mekkah, in the persons of Abdurraihman the 
son of Muljuin of the tribe of Mfiraud, of fiarek the sou ot Abdullah of 
the tribe of 'i'emeim, and Amr6 or Aumer the sun of Bukker of the tribe of 
Sauid, three of those incendiaries who had been most conspicuously active 
in the insurrection of the Khupauredje; the former, in particular, described* 
to have been originally sent, with twenty others, by the son of Abu Bukker 
on some previous occasion to the presence of Ally, as one of the boldest 
and perhaps most turbulent soldiers in the army of Egypt. As they fre¬ 
quently met together, the conversation would naturally turn upon. the 
unsettled slate of the government, and the merits and misfortunes of their 
slaughtered companions ; and they ultimately expressed a conviction, that 
these agitations would never subside, until the public mind was set at rest 
by the death of three distinguished and ambitious individuals; these were 
Ally, Mauweiah, and AmrO. On which Abdurraihman declared that he 
would undertake to dispatch the former; while Barek engaged to finish 
the career of Mauweiah ; and Amru to quench forever the ambition of the 
governor of Egypt; and a particular evening having been fixed upon, for 
the execution of their design, the three conspirators, after poisoning their 
scimitars, aud mutually pledging themselves for the performance of their 
engagements, accordingly separati'd; Ebcn Mftljum taking the road to 
Kftfah, Barek that of Damascus, while the son of Bukker proceeded into 
Egypt. ^ ^ ■ 

On his arrivai at Kufah, Eben M6ljum became acquainted with, and 
violently enamoured of, a woman wliose uncommon beauty and attracti¬ 
ons he was uaable to resist; whose name was Kettaumah, and of whom, 
adds our author, might justly be said, that her face was like the glorious 
reward of the virtuous, aud the tresses which adorned her cheek, like the 
black record of the villain’s guilt. This woman had belonged tp the fac¬ 
tion of the Khoiiauredje; had lost a father, brother, and husband, or 
according to others, an uncle and husband, in the conflict atNeherwaun ; 
and to the solicitations of her Inver she now replied, that there would be 
110 obstacle to the attainmeptof bis wishes, provided be would undertake, 
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▲. H. XL. part» to dhiohtrge himself of the terms which she should propose ss the 
A. D. 660. price of her hand; these she stipulated to be three thousand dirhems, 
Rbuzut a male and female slave, and the head of Ally the son of Abhtauleb. 
•nuffilw With respect to the latter article, Eben Muljum avowed, that it was ex¬ 
pressly the object which had brought him to Khfah ; the others were St 
course acceded to with little hesitation. The lady next prevailed upon 
Werdan, a person of her own tribe, to be his accomplice, together with 
Shauib the son of Boheirah, who was persuaded to join in the conspiracy, 
either by the seductive arts of Kettaumah, or the wicked suggestions of 
Abdurraihman ; who, with his tw'o associates, now impatiently expected 
the arrival of the seventeenth o^' ilamzaun, the evening of which had been 
fixed upon for the perpetration of their nefarious design. 

Repairing to Damascus, the second assassin, Barck the son of Abdullah 
had an opportunity of carrying his design into execution; and succeeded in 
iuflictiiig a dangerous wound on the person of Maiiwciah, while engaged in 
the performance of divine service ;n the principal mosque of that city. 
But being immediately seized, he endeavoured to assuage the fury of the 
usurper, by announcing that he had a circumstaiice to communicate, from 
which he could promise him the highest possible gratification ; and being 
directed to explain himself, proceeded to allege that on this same evening 
his associate Abdurraihman had by that hour cut off his odious rival at 
Khfab. To this Mauweiah replied, that, as in his own case, the design might 
nevertheless have miscarried ; and immediately commanding his feet to be 
cut off, and his tongue to be taken out, the assassin was in this state 
dragged from his presence, and exposed to perish by the most miserable 
and Ignominious death. The wound which Mauweiah received on this 
occasion, is described to have been either on the loins, or some of the parts 
adjoining; and the most eminent medical skill was inimediately summoned 
to undertake his cure. He was given to understand, that to ensnre his 
recovery, he had the choice of two remedies : he must either submit to the 
actual cautery, or take a draught, or mixture, after which be must not 
expect to be the parent of anniher child. Mauweiah remarked, that 
he was already satisfied with the number of his offspring ; on this head 
he therefore declared himself perfectly indifferent, swallowed the draught,: 
and was soon afterwards restored to health. Lest however he might be 
again exposed to similar attempts, he caused a certain part of the mosque 



lobe divided off, and converted into a sort of aenctuaf^!, or neka&rali, into a. tl. Xt« 
<which none were suffered to enter but those who ponesaed hit entire A. D. 609. 
confidence; being ever afterwards further attended on auch occaaiona, by a 
numerous guard, with their swords drawn in rradinesa to defend 'him 
against every injury. 

The third conspirator, who had engaged for the dispatch of AmrA, laid 
by on his arrival in Egypt, for the evening agreed upon with his aeconi- 
plices; but, fortunately for himself, Amrfi. being that evening prevented, 
by a fit of the cholic, from his usual attendance at public worship, 
another was, by him, deputed to officiate in the duties of the imaumut in 
his stead. The assassin, unapprized of the substitution, made so deadly 
an application of his scimitar to the person of this illfated delegate of the 
priesthood, while engaged in his prostrations, that he raved bis head no 
more : and when a clamour.proceeded from all sides, that he whom the 
villain had murdered was not their governor, he confidently e»sougb asserted 
that he did not consider himself to blame; since the mischief had not fallen 
upon the person for whom it was intended. When brought to the pre¬ 
sence of AmrCi, the murderer further confessed his error. ‘‘Sinner,** 
exclaimed he, “ the stroke was not intended for any otlier than thyself.** 

“ But God,*’ replied Amru, “ intended it for another.** The assassin was 
immediately put to death. Our attention is'now recalled to the tragedy 
preparing at Kufah, where the son of Muljuin was destined to conduct hia 
ahare in the conspiracy, to a more fatal termination. 

Tor some time previous to his death, we are given to understand that 
Ally had been accustomed every evening to repair to the principal mosque 
at Kufah ; where, without an attendant, he contintied at bis devotions, not 
unfrequently, until dawn of day. This practice at last alarming the 
apprehensions of tlie many who were most siealously concerned for bis 
welfare, it was determined that, since in the midst of enemies he seemed 
insensible of the danger to which he exposed himself, it behoved his friends 
to provide for that security of which he was himself so negligent; and a 
party was accordingly stationed, in the precincts of‘the mosque, to guard 
their sovereign by turns from the approach of evil. One evening, however, 
when Ally repaired as usual to his devotions, this guard attracted his 
attention, and he demanded to know who they were, and for what purpose 
they attended at such an houf. After announcing their names, they 
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A. H. XL. ccedeJ to inform him) that, being not without very considerable apprehen* 

A. D. 6'6o. sions of the designs of his enemies, they had long since taken upon 
Rouzut themselves to protect him, through the night, against the malignant attempts 
UiBuiFA. of treachery and animosity. Ally requested to be further informed, 
whether their cares were directed to defend him from those calamities to 
which he might be exposed by the decrees of heaven, or against the efforts 
of human hostility ; to which they replied, that as their energies did not 
extend to a contest with celestial beings, they could not presume to protect 
him against the agency of heaven ; nevertheless, ^shou Id'there exist among 
his adversaries any meditation of evil against his person, an interference on 
their part might peradventure prove an obstacle to its execution ; so far 
they therefore considered themselves engaged to provide that from an inha* 
bitant of this world at least, no injury should assail him. “ And yet,” 
rejoined Aliy, “you should have recollected that the fate of the most 
“ obscure individual on this earth is placed under the particlilar and immedi* 
“ate controul of heaven.” An argument, says our author, of such irrefraga¬ 
ble truth, that the friends of the Khalif no longer thought it necessary to 
charge themselves with the care of his person during these his nocturnal 
vigils. About this particular period. Ally is also said to relate, that the 
prophet having appeared to him in a dream nr vision, he could not forbear 
complaining to him of the perverse and hostile conduct, which he had so 
frequently experienced from those who professed a belief in his doctrines; 
end he was desired by the prophet to imprecate the justice of heaven against 
the offendera;oii this he prayed that God, in compensation of his sincere piety, 
might soon exalt him to associate with a far betterorder of beings than those 
of whom he was compelled to complain; and that a far worse than himself 
might succeed to rule over them. The effect of which was too speedily 
manifested in his martyrdom, which took place shortly afterwards, and in 
the consequences which followed that event. It is further stated, that a 
short time previous to his assassination, Ally should have inquired of his 
sons Hussunand Husseyne, how many days bad elapsed of the month of 
Ramzaun ; and being‘told “ fifteen,” should have remarked that he must 
yet continue their guest for five days longer. And we are lastly taught to 
believe, on the testimony of one of his female attendants, that on the pre¬ 
ceding Monday morning, while she poured water on his hands. Ally 
prophetically exclaimed, rubbing his beard, “alas for these silver hairs 



** which by Friday evening are destined to be crimsoned with the blood of A.H.Xl. 
“their owner.” l 7 tbIUm- 

tiut, though many other circumstances might be recorded, from which ^ ^**^1 
it wuuld'appear, that Ally was by some means or other aware of the j^nl. 
approaching crisis; it will in this place, be sufficient further to state, that luuy. ^ 
on the morning of that day, Friday the seventeenth ofRamzaun, on which 
he was destined to suffer by the hand of the assassin, he betrayed consi- ussufil. 
derable agitation and anxiety of mind; ultimately recollecting however that 
there was no resource against death, no possibility of eluding the decrees 
of destiny, he prepared himself with becoming fortitude for that fatal separ> 
atinn which was about to tear him from from his friends; and in the evening 
proceeded towards his usual place of worship. As he quitted his own 
door, a flock of poultry which was at hand, raising a loud outcry at his 
appearance, one of the attendants s^ttempted to beat them away with his 
cudgel, hut was desired hy Ally not to molest them, since they were the 
inouniers of liis death. Just as he was entering the mosque, Werdan, 
one of the accomplices of Ebeti MOIjum, all of whom lay on the watch for 
.his opportunity, made a stroke at the person of the Khalif; but missing 
bis aim, his .scimitar took the side post of the entrance. £ben Mhljum 
with more fatal precision, gave the devoted prince a cut on the head, 
exactly on the scar of a former wound, which in the action of Ekhraub, 
he had received from Amrh the son of Abdoiid. On feeling himself 
struck, some words dropped from Ally expressive of his resignation 
to the will of him who is lord of the Kaaubab, and summoning reso¬ 
lution to meet his fate. Being immediately surrounded by the people, 
to tlieir inquiries as to the author of this sacrilegious assault upon his 
person, he replied, that God would so *n overtake the miscreant. Werdan at 
first made good hi.s retreat to his own house, but on discovery of his guilt, 
was put to dcath.by his relations. Shauib, the other accomplice, fled from 
the scene of danger under cover of the night, and entirely escaped. But . 

Eben Muljiiin being observed the next morning hurrying through the 
streets of Kufidi with the bloodstained scimitar in his hand, one of the 
tribe of Abed Iveyss went up to him, and demanded who he was; and 
having learnt his name, directly charged him with being the person who 
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A, H. XL. had wounded the sovereign of the believera. The parricide, through the 
D.6fii. provid(Mice of God, involuntarily acknowledged, though he strove to deny 
it, that be was the man: and other inhabitants being immediately sum- 
lusuffa. moned to assist in apprehending the traitor, he was accordingly seized and 
conveyed to the presence of Ally; who exclaimed the moment he saw him, 
that without a falsehood, this was the person from whom he had received 
his wound. The Khalif then addressed him, and demanded if he had not 
loaded him with benefits, and what motives could have induced him 
to such an act of ungrateful perfidy ? £ben Mfiljum did not deny his 
bis obligations ; but alleged, that for forty days he had been employed in 
whetting his sword, and had importuned heaven with his prayers to per¬ 
mit him, to make a sacrifice of that man, who was the most sinful of his 
nation. He was now consigned to the attendants with a charge, that if the 
Khalifs wound proved mortal, he should be put to death without torture. 
Others further relate, that the assassin was consigned to the particular 
careoflniaum ilussuii, with strict injunctions that he should not be 
doomed to sufier either hunger or thirst; and that if the Khalif should 
perish of his wound, the criminal should be executed by a single stroke ; 
intimating that he might not suffer the aggravated punishment of a lingering 
death. Accordingly when Ally had breathed his last, the traitor Jihen 
Muljum was carried to a summary execution, in the manner which had 
been enjoined ; though his detestable carcase was wrapped up in mats, 
and consumed to ashes by the afilicted friends of the departed monarch. 

The historian of Dainfir, notwithstanding, relates that when the spirit 
of Ally had taken flight to the mansions of eternal bliss, his nephew 
Abdullah the son of Jauifer commanded that the eyes of the murderer 
should be first seared with a red hot wire, and bis hands and feet cut off, 
All this the criminal endured without a murmur; but when it was further 
directed that his tongue should be cut out, he suddenly gave utterance to 
the loudest lamentations ; and the son of Jauifer expressing some surprise, 
that after sustaining the former part of his punishment with so much con¬ 
stancy, he should have exhibited such extraordinary marks of impatience 
at the idea of losing his tongue, Eben MCkIjum replied, that his sorrows 
were not occasioned by the apprehensions of pain and death ;■ but by the 
reflection that in the last fleeting moments of existence he should be 
deprived of that consolation which resulted from repeating the blessed namo 
of bis creator. 
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We ftre l&Aly ihfoHn^, thttt in l!he tgonies of dissolution, Ally among 
ether admonitions which he delivered to Imaurn Hdssun, finally charged 
him to beware of committing his remains to the earth in any spot that 
should be known to the public ; since, including infidels and those of his 
own persuasion, against whom the cause of justice had unsheathed his 
sword, not less than ten thousand individuals had on different occasions 
fallen by his hand: he therefore confessed his apprehensions, lest the 
vengeance of their survivors might lead them to violatethe sanctuary of the 
dead, and expose his body to indignity ; though these apprehensions more 
particularly arose from the declared and inveterate hostility of the house 
of Ommeyah. And having thus absolved himself of every earthly concern, 
the last awefiil moments of life were exclusively employed in the solemn 
repetition of his belief in the unity of God, and in the divine mission of his 
prophet: which he continued to reiterate, until speech was finally arrested 
by the stroke of death. 

This event is generally understood to have taken place in the month of 
tlanizaun, of the year forty ; although the day on which the noble minded 
Aliy actually expired, remains yet undetermined between the nineteenth, 
twentieth, and twenty-first of that month. In compliance with his dying 
instructions, his body was privately interred by his sons Hussun and Hfis- 
seynr, in a spot concealed from all but his own family. The place of his 
sepulture continued unknown for near a century and a half afterwards, 
until it was accidentally discovered at Nudjef, in the neighbourhood of 
Kfifah, oil one of his hunting parties by the celebrated Harfinraschid. 
Fie died at the age of sixty-three, after a turbulent and unsettled reign of 
fourycarsand nine months. His virtues and extraordinary qualifications have 
been the subject of voluminous panegyric ; and his warlike exploits from 
his youth upwards have bet'ii particularly celebrated in the Khawcriiamah,* 
a poem well known in the east, and which may, perhaps, contend in 
extravagance with the wildest effusions of l^uropcan romance. With his 
acknowledged talents and magnanimity, it is however difficult to account 
for that train of civil mischief and perpetual discontent, which continued 
to disturb him through the whole of his reign. His gallant spirit was 
probably incapable of bending to the ordinary shifts of political craft; and 
it is perhaps true, that the Arabian chiefs were not yet sufficiently disei- 

* This work, iUuitrated hj/ nwacraut paiiituigs, is, or ought to be, in the East India Cihup 
jigiuy's oriental libnuy. 
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A. H.XL. plined, to see the sovereign authority quietly monopolized by any partieu- 

A. D. 66i. Jar family. 

Kholaussut- name which this venerated prince originally received from bis 

sl-aklibaur. mother Fautiina the daughter of Assud son of llaushenit was Ileyder, very 
probably in honor of hisgrandsire, with whose name it is synonimous; that 
of Ally having been at a later period bestowed upon him by his couzin, the 
prophet of Arabia. History has further canonized him with the titles of 
Wassei, executor or heir to the prophet, and Mortezza, the chosen of God ; 
and his more familiar or metaphor’cal appellations were Abui Jfusstin, 
parent of llussiin, and Abhthianb, or parent of dust; this latter w<is also 
bestowed upon him by the prophet on a very trivial occasion ; otherwise 
he might perhaps have been supposed to acquire it by his humility; a 
quality hy which he docs not, liovvever, apf>eur to have bt'<'n remarkably 
distinguished. At diilerent periods of his life, we learn from the chronicle 
of tluflez Abrh, that he was successively married to nine wives. First, to 
Fautiina the prophet’s favorite daughter, during whose life he married no 
other. Ry her he had three sons, Ilussun, and llusseyne, of whom more 
hereafter, and Mohussen, who died in infancy. Second, Umiuiio Sonneio 
the daughter of lierraum, by whom he had four sons, Abdullah, and 
Abbas, and Othman, and Jaulfer; each of these perished in the tragedy at 
Kerbcla. Third, Essoina the daughter of Ommeiss, by wliom he had two 
sons, Yahcia and Auwun. Fourth, Oininm iiabcibali the daughter of 
Hebbeial), by whom he had one son of the name of Omar. Fifth, 
Iinaumah the daughter of Abiul x\uss. Sixth, Khaulah the daughter of 
Juuder ben Keyss, by whom he had one son, Mahomnied the elder, bettei* 
known by the name of Maliommed llanoifah; althongii we were told on 
a former occasion, that this person was his son, by a female captive sent 
him by Khaled after the victory of Yr niaiima. Seventh, Hidja the daiigh^ 
ter of Amrbl Keyss the Kulaubite. Eighth, Leyly the daughter of Mus- 
siohd. Ninth, Ommre Saud the daughter of Oorvvah. Of his two soiis„ 
Mahomined the second, and Mahnmmcd the younger, the inothtT is. 
uncertain. Exclusive of those whom we have just enumerated, he had 
two more sons, and eighteen daughters, whase names it would he luinec’cs- 
■ary to detail. We may be allowed further to state, that of all these sons* 
five only left posterity; namely linssun, IlAsseytie, Alahomau d Hanei-. 
fall, Abbas, and Omar, from whom may be derived the whole race of the 
Seyeds. 



CHAP. XI. 


A TjTfTOUGH the short lived period of the reign of Hussun, admitting 
that his authority were acknowledged beyond the limits of K&fah, 
was pci haps scarcely snfticicnt to announce his accession, in some 
remote parts of the empire, we find him, nevertheless, included by his¬ 
torians among the legitimate Khalifs, the immediate successors of the 
prophet. It is already known that he was the eldest son of Ally and Fau- 
tima. He was horn at Medeinah, in ttie third year of the Hidjera, was 
ill his seventh year at the death of the prophet, and must accordingly have 
attviiued to the age of thirty-seven, \vhcn the premature dissolution of his 
faihcr opened his way to the succession. At the expiration of two days 
from that event, lie repaired to the principal mosque of Khfah ; and having 
ascended tlio pulpit of the iinaiimut, from thence announced to the people 
the calamitous exit of their sovereign. With every demonstration of zeal 
and sincerity the whole assembly immediately proffered him their allegiance. 
Kut in setting the example to his fellow citizens on this occasion, Keyss 
tho son of Sauid Khliaiulali, having pledged his sijbm'«ssion with a sort of 
reserve to the doctrines of the Kman, the institutes of the prophet, and to 
the express obligation of making war against the infidels, or those who were 
in arms against his aulhority, lJussun could not forbear remarking, in a 
manner wliii h sndicirntly bespoke bis disapprobation, that since war 
B'-^aiiist the enemies of tiu ir faith was already enjoined by the ordinances 
of the sacred ctxle, and the precepts of (iod’s messenger, the present stipu¬ 
lation sceiind cntiiely supulluous ; from which it required no extraordi¬ 
nary sagacity to discover that Hussun inherited, from nature, a disposition 
but little suited to the warlike spirit of the times. 

Maiivveiah on the other hand, on intelligence of the assassination ofhis 
rival, immediately invaded liak at the bead of sixty thousand men ; while 
Hussun with an inferior force of forty thousand, hastened to oppose him. 
Of these, on bis arrival in the neighbourhood of Mcd^ein, he formed a*. 
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A.H.XL. advanced guard of twelve thousand horse, which he consigned to the 
A.D. 661 . directions of the abovenientioned Keyas the son ofSauid. In the mean 
Kholaussuu time, he had found an opportunity of discovering in the demeanor of some 
ut-akbbaur. of his followers many symptoms which evinced a decided repugnance to 
the war, which he had been compelled to undertake in defence of his 
rights ; though possibly more in compliance with the suggestions of those 
who surrounded him, than with any stimulus of ambition w'hich existed 
in his own mind. Influenced by these appearances, he publicly called 
upon them to recollect, that for his own part, a spirit of revenge s^ainst 
any man should never find an asylum in his bosom ; and he thought he 
could also perceive that his followers were animated by the same sentiment, 
since an unwillingness to proceed to hostilities, appeared to pervade all 
ranks among them. lie assured them, at the same time, that he was not 
of a disposition to urge them to any measure against which they felt the 
slightest aversion.* Certain of his army, among whom the factious spirit of 
the Khouauredje was still predominant, presumed on these expressions to 
raise a clamour, **that like his father, this man was also a kauifer," or trai¬ 
tor tu his own principles; and without further ceremony began a pillage 
of Hussun's property ; neither were they to be any longer restrained from 
offering violence to his person ; they tore his cloak from his shoulders, and 
he would probably have been exposed to more serious injury, if the tribes 
ofRebbeiah and Hamdan had not honorably interf red to rescue him. 
Through their assistance he escaped from further outrage, and made the 
best of his way towards Med/leiii. He was, notwithstanding, again 
attacked before he reached that city, and wounded in the thigh, by a certain 
Jerrauh the son of Kebeizah, of the tribe of Assud ; who w'as however 
immediately put to death by two followers, who scorned to separate from 
the person of the persecuted and unfortunate Imaum. 

On his arrival in the white palace of Med&ein, the danger from which 
he had so recently and narrowly escaped, and his solicitude for future 
personal security, appear to have divested Hussun of every remaining 
relish for the splendours of royalty ; and he accordingly transmitted with¬ 
out further delay to Mauweiah, a letter in which, on certain conditions, he 
offered to resign the sovereign power into his hands. A proposal, from which, 
as might be easily imagined,Mauweiah experieneed the utmost satisfaction; 
«nd accordingly affixinjj; his seal to a sheet of blank paper, he dispatched it 
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to Hussan, by Abdullah the son of Aumer, formerly lieiitenahl of ^Mbrah ; a 1 ti. XL* 
with a request that such conditions as he should be disj^mset^ to stijfiiuTaf^ A. Di,66li 
might be committed in writing to that paper. And the following XhhlsiinuW 

were in consequence, on the receipt of the message, dicUted by the humbfed ul^lilianr. 
prince to one of his secretaries. 

“ These are the articles of a treaty of peace between itussUn the sbti of 
« Ally, the son of Abitauleb, on the one part, and Mauweiah the son of 
“ Abi Soffeyan on the other. Videlicit, Hussun resigns the sovereign 
authority to Mauweiah, on condition that the latter shall forbear to nom- 
“ inate any person to be his successor ; but leave that matter to be deter- 
** mined at his denth by a committee of electors. That Mauweiah shall 
conduct himself with kindness and liberality towards every one, and 
more particularly tow'ards the Sheiahs, or adherents of the cause of Ally; 

‘*that he shall entertain, neither p^iblicly nor privately^ any designs 
hostile to the welfare of Hussun and Husseyne; neither of whom shall 
“ be molested in word or deed, wherever they may chuse to fix their 
“ residence, by the officers of Mauweiah’s government. And lastly, that 
** on the ratification of the present treaty, the name of the son of Abitauleb 
** shall he no longer subject to the execration of the public orators.’* 

According to others, it was further stipulated in the treaty, that Hussun 
should be responsible for thesum of five millionsof dirhems,* at this period 
said to lie in the treasury of Kfifah > and that in lieu tliereof, the revenues^ 
of Dauruljuz and Fars, should be annually paid to his agents. To these 
stipulations Mauw-eiah is said to have subscribed, excepting to tliat only 
which relates to the maledictions bestowed on the memory of Ally; and to 
which he would no further assent, than that they should be forborne in 
the immediate presence of Hussun. 

On the conclusion of ibis treaty, which is said to have taken place in 
the early part of the year forty-one, Mauweiah proceeded immediately to- 
KGfah ; where he received from Hussun, and the Ulema, or sages of the 
law of Mahommed, their public pledges of allegiance ; though there exists 
considerable doubt whether this was a ceremony to which the younger 
brother, Imaum Ufisseync, ever submitted. Keyss the son ofSauid at first 
also refused tu acknowledge the authority of Mauweiah; but was ultimately 


* About 114,l>83/( 
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A.RXLI. previilfH] upon, by the Importunities of Hussun himself, to follow the 
A. D. 66i. example * f the majority. On receiving the allegiance uf Keyss, Mauweiah 
KhoUuuut. is said to have observed to him on the occasion, that originally it had 
ul«akiibaur. never been his wish to succeed to the sovereign authority, while Keyss 
was alive; to which the latter replied, that it as little at corded with hia 
purpose to see Mauweiah seated on the throne of the Khalifs, and 
Still continue, for his part, to drag on the fetters of existence. 

After matters had been thus conducted to a crisis beyond all reasonable 
expectation of success, Amrh the governor of Egypt, who appears to have 
accompanied the person of his soverc^ign in the prosecution of the enter- 
prize, was not to be satisfied unless Kussuii would put the seal to his 
degradation, by announcing from the pulpit of the inrauinut, with his own 
lips, that he had abdicated his authority ; supposing that under ihe distress 
and agitation of mind, which such a circumstance might naturally occa¬ 
sion, he would be unequal to the task of proiiouncing the usual address to 
the supreme being; and thus afford to the whole world a conspicuous proof 
that he was, in every respect, to^aIly unqualified todischaige the functions 
of the Khclaufut. In this, however, he appears to have been in some 
measure disappointed ; for when, in compliance with these suggestions, 
Mauweiah called upon the degraded Hussun to make that public renunci¬ 
ation, which was now thought necessary to complete the triumph of his 
adversary; and that prince accordingly ascended the tribune, in order 
to address the assembled people, his discourse w'as delivered with such 
propriety and eloquence, as to produce an impression widely different 
from that which his persecutors proposed; and to evince at least, that, how¬ 
ever deficient in action, he was eminently endowed with the powers of 
speech. Having listened with considerable impatience to the reasons 
which Imaum Hussun proceeded to assign, for transferring the govern¬ 
ment to a person whom he did not, on this occasion, hesitate to pro¬ 
nounce so little qualified for such a trust, Mauweiah surldcniy interrupted 
him in his harangue ; and desired him to quit the tribune, and put an end 
to a discourse which had been already sufficiently explicit. Neither could 
he forbear to nourish long afterwards a considerable degree of resentment 
against Amrfi, for advising him to a step which had eventually produced 
such mortifying refiections. S(H>n after this, Mauweiah and Hussun 
finally separated ; the former returning to Damascus, now destined to be 



m 

the seat of imperial power, and the latter proceeding to Medeinah; where a. H. XLI. 
in humble obscurity he might perhaps hope to end his days in peace, the A. 1X661; 
history of human depravity' having probably not yet instructed him in the KholauMut. 
vanity of such a hope in the bosom of an abdicated monarch. His precari- ul-akhbaur. 
ous authority appears to have expired in the first Kebbeia* of the year 
forty-one; thus, according to the oriental writers, exactly fulfilling the 
prophecy ascribed to Mahommed in the traditions, that the Khelaufiit 
should continue to the thirtieth year ; which was the period that elapsed 
between the death of the prophet, and the event which we have just 
recorded. • 

Hussun had, however, been Suffered to live without apparent molesta¬ 
tion for some years at Medeinah, when the impatience of Mauweiah to 
declare his son Yezz«Md snectssor to the empire, hastened the destiny of 
this unfortunate prince. For conceiving that his favorite object was not to 
be conveniently carried into execution, while llussun survived to claim an 
observance ot the faith of treaties, Mauweiah resolved to relieve himself 
from the embanassmerit; and was perhaps not over scrupulous in his 
means. It is, however, mortifying to learn that an instrument to secure 
the aecompiisliuient of his treach<*rous design against the existence of his 
unsuspecting victim, was to be found in the very sanctuary of domestic 
peace ; while it furnishes another deplorable example of that foul depravity 
by which a vicious and unprincipled female has been sometimes led to 
stigmatize, the characterof her sex. The person whom Mauweiah selected, 
on this occasion, for the perpetration of his purpose was no other than the 
wife of the devoted Hii^sun, Jaidah the daughter of Aishauth the son of 
Keyss; whom he prevailed upon to undertake the destruction of her hus¬ 
band, by the promise of a sum of money, and of being united in marriage 
to his favorite Yezzeid. The method which she adopted for its accomplish* 
mentis not-less remarkable than the consummate perfidy of the design. 

While yet warm from her embraces, and with a napkin, which she had 
previously impregnated with poison for her purpose, she rubbed the person 
of her husband all over. The subtile preparation soon pervaded the frame 
of Hussiin, and speedy and inevitable death was the consequence. It is, 
however, further stated on respectable authority, that five difi'erent attempts 

* July, A. D. 66i. 
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A. H. XLI. were successively made to takeofTHussun by poison without effect, but that 
A<D.6(>i. his constitution yielded to the sixth. Her only cotnpensarion for the tout < 
Kholaussut- parricide, by which this wretched woman consented to consign her name to 
iri>«ilii}aur. eternal infamy, was a sum of fifty thousand dirhems,* which Mauvveiah 
remitted for her use; but polluted with crimes so detestable, it was not 
perhaps thought prudent to give her a place in the bed of Ye/zeid. 
According to others, she did not escape that retributive justice, which is 
sometimes the portion of the wicked, even on this side the grave. 

Before he expired, the much injured Hussun had signified to his brother 
a request that he might be buried by the side of the prophet,’provided this 
could be done witliout effusiona>fblood; otherwise that his body might l>c 
consigned to the earth in the public burying ground of Medcmah. The 
former request Hflsseyne was prevented from carrying into execution by 
Ayaishah and the party of Othman, who unaccountably opposed it. The 
body of the deceased Imaum was therefore conveyed to the ordinary ceme¬ 
tery, where it was deposited in the earth, near the grave of his paternal 
grandmother. The death of this unfortunate prince took place in the 
month of Suffur of the year fifty,f and in the forty-eighth year of his age. 
He was of all men the nearest in consanguinity to the Arabian legislator, to 
whom he is also said to have borne in person a very striking resemblance. 
His familiar appellation was Abh Mahommed, and that which he obtained 
for the virtue by which he was peculiarly distinguished, was Tekky, Me 
piom. He is lastly stated to have had in all fifteen sons and five daughters, 
of whom two only, Hussun and Zeyd, left any posterity, 

Although the regular course of the narration may be thus in some res., 
pects anticipated, we are led, in conformity with the plan of our original, 
and in order as far as can at present be foreseen, to preclude the necessity 
of future digression, in this place to introduce such circumstances in the 
short and meagre history of the succeedingas will indeed be amply 
sufficient for the design of these pages. It must at the same time not 
escape our recollection, that on this venerated list, Ally himself stands the 
first; the second was his son Hussun, whose story formed the subject of 
the preceding article. 


«About 1,146/. Of. 0< 
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Jff^seyni the son of Ally the third Imaum. This prince was born at a. M. XL. 
Meileibalv in the beginning of Shabaun, in the fourth year of the Hidjerah, A. D.Cfii. 
and it is considered as a remarkable circumstance, that his birth should Khols^ mM t- 
have taken place when his mother had been no more than six months ul-skbliaur. 
pregnant of him; of which, says our author,, history affords no other 
example, excepting in the instance of Yaheia the son of Zekkariah, or 
John the llaptist, who was burn in similar circumstances, lie received 
his name from Mahoinmed iiimself, to whom it is said, that while yet an 
inlanl, the angel Gabriel foretold his martyrdom. At the death of the 
prophet he had completed the sixth year of his age, and had attained to 
his thirty-seventh year at the period of his father’s assassination by the 
execrable liben Muljiim. IJc was, together witli^evcnty-tvvo persons of 
the prophet’s family and his own, butchered on St plain of Kerbcia, as Hu.,sevme»- 
is sufficiently notorious, f>n the tenth day of the month of Mohurrim, in third 
the sixty-first year of the Hidjcrah,* and in pursuance of the instructions of Imaum. 
the Khdlif Ye^/.eid , of whom the immediate instruments were Obaidullah 
the son f>f Zciaud, Omar the son of Sand, and Sbemir or Shammer the son of 
Ziljoushun. He fell at the age of fifty-seven years and five months; his 
familiar appellation was Abu Abdullub, and he is occasionally entitled 
Seyed, the prince, and Shehid the martyr; and it is in commemoration of 
the massacre and Kufferings ot this chief and his hopeless companions at 
Kerliela, that theShcialis have set on foot those processions and pageants 
annually exliibited on the first ten days of the month of Mohurrim'. Imaum 
IJiYsseyne bad four sous ami two daughters. Of the former, JaufiPer died 
a natural death while bis father was yet living. Ally the elder and Abdul¬ 
lah shared his fate at Kerbela, and Ally the younger, entitled Ztyn-nlaii- 
be dem, the subject of the next article, succeeded to the hierarchy; from 
whom are descended the Seyeds of the race of Hhsseyne. 

Allif Asghert surnamed Zeyn-ulanbedein^ the ornament or glory of the 
servants of God, fourth Imaum. According to the statement of a work 
entitled the Rebbeia ul ebraur, we are told that Hatreith the son of Jauber 
the Haneifltc, while employed under the authority of the KhalifAlly in 
the government of one o( the eastern provinces of the empire, by some 
means or other got into his power two of the daughters of the unfortunate 

* Ninth of October, A. D. 680. 
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A. H.XL. Yezdejird; whom he immediately dispatched to the court of his sovereign. 
A. D. 6Gl. Of these, the name of one was SheherbaunCk, who was bestowed on Imaum. 
Kiiolaussut- Hiisseyiie; that pf the other was Keyhan-baunh, who w-as given in marriage to 
nl-akhbaur. Maho'mmed the son of AbO Bukker. Of the for 4 ner alliance the o0spring 
was Zeyn-ulaubedein, who accordingly claims descent from the inonarchs 
of the house of Sassan. He was born at Medeinah in the thirty-eighth 
year of the Hidjerah, and may therefore he calculated to have attained the 
twenty-third year of his age at the death of his father. According to our 
author, the proofs which appeared of the exalted virtues, the transcendent 
claims of Zeynul-aubedein, would far surpass the finite powers of man, 
either to enumerate or comprehend ; one of these he has, however, ven¬ 
tured to place upon record. When Mahommed llaneifah contended with 
him for the sacred honni^ of the imauinut, and insisted that the arms of 
the prophet should be consigned to him, on the plea that he was immedi¬ 
ately sprung from the loins of Ally, it was determined to refer their claims 
Zevn-ui.- to the decision of the IJidjer ulassuad, or black stone, in the temple of 
AVBEDEiN, JVlekkah; which is supposed to be one of the articles which our fust parent 
lliiaui** suffered to bring with him, on his expulsion from paradise. The two 

competitors presented themselves accordingly before this celebrated monu¬ 
ment of antiquity ; and the son of Llunedah having first addressed his 
prayer that some testimony might be revealed in favor of his claims 
without effect, Zeyn-ul.mbedeiii next proceeded to invoke the sacred' 
stone, by the truth of that being from whom it derived its miraculous pro¬ 
perties, to pronounce which of them, after llCksseyne the son of Ally, was 
Imaum ? The stone was immediately perceived to be in motion, and 
through the all-perfect might of the eternal unity, was heard to pronounce 
in verif excellent Aralk\ that of a truth, after Husseyne the s<»n of Ally, 
the Irnaumut justly devolved to Ally the son of Husseyne, whom it there¬ 
fore definitively declared the reigning Imaum. In consequence of which 
miraculous demonstration of divine will, Mahoiiimed Haneifah immediately 
withdrew his claim, and recc^nized the authority of his nephew; which he 
never afterwards disputed, 

, The death of Zcyn-ulaubedein took place in the commencement of the 
ninety-fifth year of the Hidjerah ; or if the more precise statement of the 
Habeib usseyr is entitled to belief, on Saturday the seventh of 
Zilhudjo, of the year ninety-four:* he was buried near the grave of his 
uncle llussuHi in the burying ground of Medeinab, He has been indif- 

• fiwt of September, A. D. 71^ 
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ferently entitled Shaidulaubedein, and Zeyn-ulaubedein ; tbe former aig- A. ft. XI.. 
• nifying tbe sun, the latter the or as we have already explained it, 

the ornament of the servants of God. He is also occasionally referred to Tarikh 
by. the appellation of Sujaiid, the ever prostrate or adoring, and ZAItbeffiaut, guzeidah 
or tenrncfaut; from the callosities on his hands and knees, resembling 
those of a camel, contracted by his unremitting assiduity in the acts of 
devotion. His other a'ppellatioiis of Ahi^ Mahommed, and Abhl Hussun', 
he derived as usual fiom his sous of those names. And that of Ablil 
Kaussem, parent of liberality, peradventure from his extensive charity. 

Among the Sheiahs there prevails at the same time a tradition, that he was 
poisoned at the instance of VViilid the son of Abdulmelek. And he bad, 
including Mahommed Banker, wlio succeeded to tbe Imaumut, eight sons 
and SIX daughters. 

Mahommed son of Zejfn-ulmbedem^ ffth Imaum. All that is 

necessary to know of this personage may Be comprized in a very few 
words. He was bom ofOminae Abdullah the daughter of Imaum Hussun, Mahomme* 
at Mc'di'inah, either on the first of Kudjeb, or third of SuiFur, of the seventy- Bauker, 
fifth of the Hidjerah. lie died in Zilhudje, of the year one hundred and 
fourteen,* as is also the belief of the Sheiahs, by poison administered at the 
instaiire of the then reigning Khaiif, Hushaum tbe son of Abdulmelek ; 
and he was buried at Medemah. He was entitled Bauker, from his pro¬ 
found learning ; and familiarly Abh JaufFer, from the succeeding Imaum, 
including whom, he had six sons and two daughters. 

Janff’er ut Suudrlc son of Mahommed Iinnkei\ sixth Imaum, was born at 
Medeinah, in the first month of llebheiah, of the year eighty-three, his 
mother being Ominm Feroud the daughter of Mahommed, son ofMhe 
Khalif Abu Bnkker. Imaum JautVer, according to the orientals, was 
possessed of every virtue and every perfection that can exalt or embellish 
human nature; ami if their testimony is entitled to credit, he appears to 
have been so well persuaded of his own transcendent powers, that he 
could on some occasions undertake to tell his followers that they should 
embrace every opfHxtimity to urge him with their inquiries, while he was 
yet within their n^ioli; for when he was gone no man was qualified to give 
them instruction such as his. He died in one hundred and forty-eiglit,+ 
during the reign of the Khalif Uhnanshr; who, under the name of JaufFer 
HoWauuck, is moreover accused by the Sheiahs of having iiastened b» 
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death by poison, at the age of sixty-five, to which none of this sacred Itn6 
of prelates bt^sides himself, was ever suffered to attain. He has been 
called Abi^ Abdullah from his younger son of that name, and Saudek from 
his veracity. He was also buried at Medeiuuh, 'near his predecessors. 
There are those who inaiiitaiii that, some time previous to his death, he 
had nominated his sou Mnossa to the Iinauniut, to the prejiidiee of the 
elder brother Issmaiiil; whom he thought proper to disinherit, in eonse- 
queiicc of his intemperate love of wine. Others, however, rcprrseut that 
Issmauil d^ing previous to his father, the suceessiou devolve<l of course 
to Moossa, as the next in seniority. lienee arosi* the sehism sunong the 
advocates of the liuaitinut; theof whom a branch exists to 
tins day iii tiie Liolirahs on the western side of India, assigning to the per¬ 
son from whom they arc so denomin.ited, the seventh place in the 
succession of Imaums, instead of Moossa. it is moreover the belief of the 
IsHinauilians, that their Imanm was the last, and that the sacred office of 
course expiied with him; the doetrines of the sectaries terminating indeed 
at length in the grossest impiety and atheism, as will he seen, says our 
author, when we come, at a future period, to give an account of the noted 
Hussun Sabah and his disciples. 

Moossa ui Kauzem^ son of Jauffe)\ st*venth Imanm. It is genrr.illy 
understood that the birth of Imaum Moossa took place at Eluva, a station 
between Mekkah and Medeiuah, in the month of Suffer, of the year one 
hundred and twenty-eight. His uibther appears to have been a native of 
Barbary, and was called Haineidali. Having unfortunately excited the 
of the celebrated Harhii ilaschid, he was sent for by that prince, 
and imprisoned at Baghdad: where he is said to have been poisoned in 
the hundredth and eighty-third year nt the Hidjerah * by Vaheia the smi 
ofKhaled BaiHiekky, one of the illustrious family of the Barmecides. 
According to others, his destroyers adopted the more barbarous method of 
pouring melted lead down his throat, flc was buried at Kirkh, one of the 
suburbs of Baghdad, and from his extreme clemency and restraint of anger, 
acquired the appellation of Kauzem, the forbearing. He was also called 
Abftibrauhim and Abdl Hussun, and perished at the age of fifty five. 

Aiii/ Ruxza^ son of Moossa ui Kauzem^ eighth Imaum. Tlie birth of 
Ally Riizza is stated to have taken place at Medeinah, in the year-one 
hundred and forty-eight; and as if historians were determined that none of 

• A. D. 7J9. 
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these venerated personages should quit this mortal existence by a natural 
death, they have, for the greater part, banded lo posterity, that' he was 
destroyed through the cotitrivaiice of M&moun the son of Harftn iasebid, 
bv eating of some poisoned grapes ; though others, of established Veracity, 
Contend that he died, without any intervention of treachery, in the city of 
Tooje in KhoraKsaiin, during the year two hundred and three.* He was 
buried at MiUhlu d, some miles to the northward of the last mentioned 
city ; and his sepult hrc has since become the resort of pilgrims from all 
parts of Asia, but more particularly in the latter ages, from among the 
cnihusiasls of the seel of Ally. On this subject we arc informed, that 
when the golden Ciuinbii?, or mausoleum, at Mushhed, \vas erected to the 
iiu mory of Ally Huzza, hy Nadir Shah, the Wahauby Arabs sent a sarcastic 
message to that prince, slating, that the treasure which he expended on so 
useless a fabric, would he imich more meritoriously applied, if he bestowed 
it where it would he productive of-siich superior advantage, tipon them¬ 
selves. 'J'ho eighth Im.uim‘had five sons, one of whom, llusseync, was 
1)U l ied at the city of Kazvein. His appellation of Ruzza may perhaps be 
rendi'red the “resigned,” but he is sometimes entitled Mortezza, “the 
“ approved.” 

Mohonuncil Tuhl t/ son of Allif liuzzu^ ninth Imanm. Imauro Mabom- 
iiu dTnkky was boin at Medcinah, either in Riidjub or Ramzaun, of the 
hundrctlih and ninety-fifth of the Ilidjcrah ; and is said to have been pos¬ 
sessed of such uurivulled endowments of person and mind, that the Khalif 
id Mamoun won by his atir.ictioiis, gave him his daughter Ommulfuzzul 
in marriage. He died however at the premature age of twenty-five, in 
the latter part of Zilkaiidah, of the year two hundred and twenty,* and was 
buried by the side of liis grandfather Moossa ul Kauzem. He is sometimes 
ilcnomiiiatc’d Abft Jaiijler; but more generally Tukky, the pious. And he 
has been further designated by the titles of Juaud, the beneficent, Mfined> 
jih, tlie liberal, and Moriezz.i, the approved. He had two sons. Ally, who 
succeeded to the Iniauinut, and Moossa. On whatever grounds, the 
Shcialisalso hold that this Imauni was poisoned by order of the Khalif 
Mt^tausseiUi 

Allif son of Mahommed Tukky^ tenth Jmaum Tlie birth of this still 
venerated successor to the chair of the hierarchy, is said to have taken 
place at Medcinah, either in the tw'o hundredth and twelfth 6i fourteenth 
* At D. t November, A. D. 835. 
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of the Hi^jerah. Like hia predecessorst what we have to relate of him 
may also be comprehended in a very few words. Having been conducted 
by order of the Kbalif Mfttewekkul to Sermenrai, afterwards called Saum- 
rab, about four and twenty hours journey from Haghdftcl, he there resided 
to the period of his death ; which occurred in the year two hundred and 
fifty-four,* during the reign of Mbattez, by whose iiistiiietions. according 
to the Sheiahs, he also was poisoned. He was buried at Sauinrah, and like 
his father, obtained the title of Tukkey, although he has been ormsioir.illy 
further denominated Hbdy, the instructor; Askery, the younger, to distm. 
guish him from the former Imaiiin of the same name, anil Zekky. the 
continent; and lastly Abbl llussun, from his successor, including wlioai, 
he had four sons, and one daughter. 

Hussun ul Ashen/, son of' All//, eleventh Lnanm. It is not decided 
whether the eleventh Imaum w'as born at Medeiiiah, or at Sauinrah, in the 
first month of llebheia of the year two hundred and thirty-iwo. lie Ims 
been much celebrated for his extensive liberality and Hiiiniticent dispusi- 
tion, and is said to have evinced, by numerous proofs, the possession of 
very extraordinary, if not miraculous povveis. He died in the two hun¬ 
dred and sixtieth of the Hidjcrah,j' at Saumrah, where he was buried by 
the side of his father. According to the Tarikh guzeidah, we are again 
informed, that the Sheiahs ascribe his death to poison, administered at the 
instance of the Khalif Miatemined Hillah. With that of Askery, or perhaps 
more properly Asghery, the younger, to distinguish him Irom the second 
Imaum, he bears the appellations of Zekky, continent, Khaiiless, unsullied, 
and Serrauje, lanthorn. Also Abu Mahoramed, from ids only son the 
succeeding Imaum. 

' Abhlkausem Mnhomtned ul Mehedt/ son of Hussun, twelfth and last 
Xniaum. This person, regarding whom the orientals still continue to 
entertain some extraordinary circumstances of superstitious belief, was 
born at Saumrah, in the middle of Siiabaun, of the two hundred and fifty- 
fifth year of the Hidjerah. Among other things, it is stated that he came 
into the world with his navel stting ready shorn, and with certain charac¬ 
ters marked on the upper part of his right arm, bearing testimony to the 
infallibility of truth, and the ultimate dispuisiori of error ; like John the 
son of Zediarias, that in infancy he was endowed by Omnipotence with 
supernatural wisdom, and like the blessed Jesus, that he was exalted tw 

t A. D, 874. 
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Imautilut, while yet a child. Perhaps it was intended tocarr^ the A.H.XU 
* comparison still further, and that like John the Evangebst.'as a»ae of ditr il. iX<>6t. 
Saviour's disciples were disposed to think, be was destined never to sep ^*tankh*^ 
death. The Khalif Miatemmed having manifested some design against his guMfaUi 
life, Mehedy made Ins escape into a vault, or subterraneous excavation at 
Sauinrah, and totally disappeared in the year two hundred and sixty-six.* 

Regarding the descent and (unctions of this mysterious personage, as 
announced by Mabommed, we are referred to several traditions and pro¬ 
phecies 5 but as they were most prohahiy all of them impudent fabrications, 
we db not find ourselves disposed to repeat them. It is sufiScient to notice 
that, according to theSheiahs, these prophecies apply to imaiim Mahom- 
med the son of Ilussnii ul Askery, the subject of this article; whom they 
cither really are, or- affect to be, persuaded to be still living, artd that he 
will, when the proper period shall arrive, again appear on earth: they ' 
have accordingly bestowed upon him the titles of tiftdjut, the testimony, 

Kaeiin, the erect, Muntezzer, the expected, and Sauheb uzzemmaun, the 
universal prince; or according to the general acceptation, he who is destined 
to the sovereign sway of the age in which he lives The SCiiinihsare how¬ 
ever not yet agreed, on the other hand, whether the Mehedy, the universal 
prince, is to be understood of Imaum Mahomnied, or of some other person 
3 ’et unborn of the race of h'autima, who is to appear at the consummation 
of time ; and the Issmailia'ns, again, believe, that the character of Mehedy 
aukher uz zemitiaiin, or precursor of the consummation of time, is to be 
Bought for ill Mabommed, the fourth son of Jauff'er the sixth Imaum : who 
will create a formidable revolution in the we.f/, the regions of which will 
long continue in subjugation to him, and to his posterity. 

On this subject we are further apprized, on the authority of the Rnuzut 
ussuffa, that the Imaumites profess, that although he disappeared, Maliom- 
mt'd the son of Uussun ul Askery still continued to hold a mysterious 
communication w'ilh his adherents, through the intervention of certain per¬ 
sons successively entrusted with his confidence^ until the three hundred 
knd twenty sixth year of the Hidjerah ; when one of the name of Ally hen 
Mabommed, the last who enjoyed this trust, produced, a short time before 
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his drath, a paper, said to have tw'en written by the invisible or concealed. 
Imauni, char^ing him to adjust all concerns with this world, for that, at 
the expiration of six days, he was u> die: which accordingly came to p.iss. 
And from that period the rommiiuirations above alluded to entirely 
ceased, leaving no further traces whatever of the existence of the twelfth 
iinauiQ. 
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CHAP. XII. 

M AUWETAH, who succeeded to the throne of the Khelifs in the A. H. XLL 
forty-filsi yearot the Hit jerah, on theubdicalion of Imauin Hussun, A . 
as already related, is known to have been the son of AbCt Soifeyan, the sou KhoIauwuU 
of Ul Hurreb, the s»»ii i>f Oiiiineyah ; which last was a brother of the Kha- ul-aklibaur. 
Ilf Othinan's grandfather, and founder of the family of the Onimiades, of 
whom the prince ulio now demands our attention, was the first who 
acceded to sovereign [lOwcr. it has been long since remarked, that lot 
inoiiier was IJinda the daughter of Aiikkchah, forever stigmatized, because 
in a transport of revenge, she is said to have devoured the heart of Hamzah 
the son «)f Abdnimhtinb, who fell in the battle ofOhud. Neither is it to Mauweiah, 
bo forgotten that Mauweiah himsolf did not become a convert to the doc- *he 

trines of Maht)min*’d, until resistanee became hopeless, in the final 

Oinni6y&n< 

submission of Mekkah to the arms of the successful innovator. Having, 
as ue have seen, attained to the summit of his ambition, through the pusil- 
Janimiiy or wi'akness of his opponent, he consigned the government of 
Kfifah to Moghairah the son of Siiaubiah, with whose character the reader 
is in some degree arqnainted ; and that of llassorah for a few days to 
lleshir the son of Krtaut, and subsequently to Abdullah the son of Aunier 
Ghoreizali. 

Having entertained, at the commencement of his career, considerable 
apprehensions of the designs and abilities of Zeiaiid the son of Semmeiah, 
occasionally also denominated Zt'iand the son of Obeiah, he early employed 
the intervention of Moghairjili, tlie governor ol Kufali, to secure the obedi- ' 
cure of that fonnitlable rbieftam ; of wht>se origin we derive from historians 
tht> fiillnwiiig information. His mother, Semmeiah, was the slave of 
an Arabian peasant, whom her master, for the relief which he had 
ofifered him under a fit of sickness, transferred to Uaureth the son of 
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A-H- XL. Keldali, tho Thaukeiite, She remained fora considerable time under the 
A. . protection of Ilaureth, and bore iiim two sons, Abh tiukkerah and Nauffia, 
Kholaubsut- whom, notwithstanding he was never prevailed upon to acknowledge, 
iil<4khbitur. Ultimately discarded by him, she consented to take up her abode with a 
slave of the name ofObeid; and with this obscur? person she continued to 
reside, when chance, or his occupations, brought Abu Soffeyan to the 
town of Tayef, where he lodged with a publican wliosc name was Ab4 
Mareiam, the father of Mary in other words. Having tasted freely of the 
juice of the grape, he called upon his host to procure him the society of 
aoroe fair one to heighten his enjoyment; and the lady who was introduced 
to him on the occasion, proved to be the same Semmeiah who beoaitie 66on 
afterwards pregnant, and the mother of Zciaiid. 

The first years of discretion having been devoted by this child to the 
acquirement of every s|)ccies of knowledge, he early attracted the attention 
of the Khalif Omar; and having been in consequence employed by that 
prince on amission of some importance, he acquitted himself on his return, 
with such singular address and eloquence, in the report which he delivered 
of his proceedings, as to command the applauho of all who heard him, 
Among others the sagacious AmrCi did not hesitate to declare, that if this 
youth Were but born of the stock of the Koraish, he seemed {xxssesscd of 
■uflTicient abilities to rulu the whole of the Arabian tribes with a motion of 
liis rod. “By him that created me,” said Abh Sofleyan, “ 1 well know 
“ and am sufiicieiilly acquainted with his father.^’ In short the talents of 
Zeiaiid continued to be so highly appreciated, that when Ally succeeded 
to the Kheiaufut, he was selected by that prince fur the appointment of 
secretary and accountant to Abdullah Abbas m the guvermnent of Bassor- 
ah ; and his fortunes proceeded in a train so prospenms, that he was ulti¬ 
mately promoted to the lieutenancy of Farss, the fortresses of which he 
placed in so formidable a posture of defence, as, on the assassination of 
Ally, to excite no small anxiety in the mind otf Maiiweiah ; against whnm^ 
he had hitherto uniformly displayed every proof of hostility. The jealousy 
which he entertained of the designs of Zeiaud becatae therefore, with 
Mauweiah, the subject of his earliest consultations with Moghairah ; by 
whom he was however consoled with an assurance, that if he would con¬ 
sent to forego his concern in the revenues of the province under his 
management, he would engage to moderatie the hostile spirit of the object 
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this Mauweish readily assenting, the attenlion of MoghairaK was adtiord^ A.D« < 6 i. 
Ingly directed, with Ontne assiduity, to bring about the consdttiaMtroh fof Khalaaiwt- 
which he had pledged himself; and whidh after ail does not ap|>ear fo ItafO oMdiMar^ 
been attendiMl vtrrth any extraordinary difficulty. 

In the course of the year forty-two, H&reth thft son of Abdullah of thO 
Irrbc of lizd had succeeded t® thfe government of Bassorah, in the room of A.H.XLII. 
Abdullah the former governor, whom either through caporiee or policy, A.D. 662. 
Mauwoiah had thought it necessary to suspend ; and about the same paiv 
iod the sum of twenty thousand dirhems had prevailed upon Mossehiah tbO 
hheibaiinhtn to treat with Mauweiah, in behalf ofZeiaud, on a proposal tO 
(emit fo the treasury of Damascus the annual sum of two millions of dir» 
hems from the revenues of Farss; of which province he announced himself 
HI secure possession, provided the Khalif would subscribe to the truth of 
the report which was in general circulation ; namely, that Zeiaud was one 
of the sons of AhA Soffeyan. To this, as it in some respects coincided 
With Ills immediate views, Mauweiah made no further objection than that 
sfinie sort of evidence apipcafed requisite to suppiort the allegation; and 
the testimony of Ahfi Mareiam being accordingly brought forward, Zeiaud 
u asaekuovxledged in the face of the world to be his half brother, although 
It cixated considerable disgqst among the most respectable classes of the 
community ; by whom it was m general looked upuui as a scandalous viola¬ 
tion <»f the precepts of the law, that such a spuriuns brood should be thus 
rendered legitimate. Tins was however no obstacle to the advancement 
ofZ'Mimd, upjon whom ^tnploymcnts and honors were henceforward heaped 
in rapid sm-eession ; and 111 the year forty-five we accordingly find him 
called to the goveruinciit of Bassorah, in the room of llareth the sou of 
Abdullah, who had probably been removed to make w'ay for him. 

On repiining to Ins new government in the last mouth of Rcbheia pfthe A.H.XLV; 
year jnsi lueutioiied, he commenced his administration by establishing 
System of police and discipline SO rigid and severe, that in the course of a 
very short time afterwards, not a single turbulent, or factious, or disorderly 
individual remained a^ve to disturb nr molest the tranquillity of the peace¬ 
able inhabitants. Neither is this improbable, since one of bis earliest 
regulations is stated to have enjoined, that after allowing a sufficient inter- 
yul to pass from one cud of the town to the other, no person whutevei 
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A.H.XLV. should Bppoarin the streets after cveninc;' prayers on pain of death. And 
A. D. 665. ii) order to enlorce this regulation, patrdos were employed in every direc- 
Kholiiussut- tion to put to death ail such as were tound in the streets or market places 
ul>tfkhbaur. after the hour appointed. On the first night those who siifTered death in 
consequence of disobedience, are said to have amounted, to two hundred 
persons ; on the second night the number was reduced to five or six ; 
and on the third not one was found to inake^n example of, for the trans¬ 
gression of this severe and sanguinary law. At the further expiration of 
a few nights however, an unfortunate Aiab of the desert ernployed in 
tending his sheep to market, was apprehended hy the patrole in the streets 
of Uassorati, and immediately conducted to the prestiu'c of the inexorable 
Zeiaud. The latter demanding how, in violation of his ordeis, he could 
presume to appear abroad at an hour winch was iinseasomible, the Arab 
replied, that being a stranger, lie was entirely ignorant on the snlject. 

Although 1 am disposed to think that thy statement is true,” said 
Zeiaud, “ the welfare of the community, nevertheless, demands that thou 
“ shouldst die and the attendants were aceordinicly directed to strike 
his head off on the spot. When he couceiveil that full .scope had been 
allowed for the operaiioii ot the law, it is further related, that Zeiaud 
caused it to be then promulgated, that uo person should henceforward 
adopt the precaution to fasten hisdtiors at night; annoimcing at the same 
time, that he would himself he responsible for the smallest article that 
should be missing. And as he appears to have discovered the method of 
ensuring prompt obedience to his orders, this was also scrupulously com¬ 
plied with; without producing any other ini'onvenience than that to which 
the inhabitants were exposed from the depredations of dogs and the wild 
beasts of the desert, w hich were now left at hberiy to prowl without obsta¬ 
cle through the streets and houses. But it w'as lound that uo human 
creature, either bold or wicked enough to invade the property of aiio'her, 
remained in the place. From these and other circuni.starices it may per¬ 
haps have been intended to exemplify, that Zeiaud was a man of extraor¬ 
dinary talents and energy of mind. But w'hat may probably have contri¬ 
buted no less to ensure perpetual respect to his memory, was the disposi¬ 
tion which, in every stag<' of his power, he evinced to give ciuployment 
and support to the companions of the prophet. 
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Tlip onlv event which, in the coure the vear fortv-six, appears to 
have more particularly attracted the ncticeof our ilibreviator, is the death 
of AbrJurraihinan the sou of the celebrated Khaled, which is stated to have 
taken place at flamesa nr Emesa, where he had lon^ resided. He had 
been previously directed by Mauweiah to rem(»ve to Krz rhm, and that 
prince is now accused of having suborned a Christian of the name of Kben-, 
athal, to poison him. Another iiisrance of jealousy, or policy, or ingrati¬ 
tude ascribed to Maiiweiah, was the removal in the year forty-seven of 
Abdullah the son of his friend AnirCi, from the government of E(;ypt, to 
which he had succeeded on the death of his father; an event which is 
elsewhere recorded to have taken plac^in the close of Ramzann, of the 
forty-third year of the liidierah. I'liat enviable pro^iince was now trans- 
fered to Mauweiah the sr>n of Khodeiah, formerly noticed to have held so 
conspicuous a share in w'restmg it from the authority of Ally. 

Under the forty-eighth of the IJidjcrah we are referred to an expedition 
employed by Mauweiah, under the direction of Aiikkebah the son of 
Auincr against some part of Europe, most probably some of the (JrCcian 
isiands ; from which this geneitd is recorded to liave returtied without loss^ 
after committing conHideral»le havoc among the tinfortnnate Franks. The 
following year was also rendered memorable by the expedition condneted 
against the dominions of the Greek emperor, by his son Yezzeid, accom¬ 
panied, among other disriiigiiished commanders, by Abdullah Abbas, 
Abdullah the son of/ohair, and Ahfi Ayiib the aiisaur. The latter was 
killed in one of the actions fought on this occasion, us it is said, under the 
gates of Constantinople ; and his tomb, in the vicinity fif that capital, is 
still shewn, and lu ld in the highest veneration by the 'I'lirks and other 
orientals, Yezzeid returned to Damascus, from this campaign, victorious, 
and loaded with booty. 

The government of KAfah was added to those already under the author¬ 
ity of the much dreaded Zeiaud, on the death of Moghairah, winch took" 
place in the year fifty. And the same year has been assigned for the 
death of Sand the sou of Abi Wokaiiss; the eonquerer of the Persian 
monarchy, ot AhA MAssa the Aishaurite,and of Aukkail the sonof Aliu- 
tauleb, the brotln r of Ally. 

The fifty-first of the [iirijerah was fatal to one of .Ally’s most faithful 
and distinguished associates, liiujcr the sou of Auddy; who with a cuusi- 
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4JeraW9 pw* pf hl^ clientpg^, off abpiu this pipiip^ the 

A.p.671. tuggeslinh pf Zpiaiid, wUp^e ipQueoce W99 now become all prevajeqt Mr)()i 

XKolauMut- MauiJvciah. ^ 

'^Mihbtur. The ambition of ,thi8 chieftain, which was peradventure not inferfor tp 
hit abilities, waa however not to be satisfied with the government of 
which had been now-long since entirely under his authority; and he is 
accordingly stated to have written to Mauweiah, a short time before hit* 
death, representing, that vvhih* the former province and its dependenriee 
•pfiorded some degree of enip!(»yinent tor his left h.iiul, his right was still 
.entirely piioccupied : the addiiion therefore of the tiovernnient of IJejuuz 
would do no mpre thap supply the deHi'ieiiey. W ith tins representation 
Jt^uweiiih immediately concurred, ainf the necessary letters jiatenl were 
isocordingly dispatched to put Xeiand in possession of iIim iinportant arpiii- 
sition to an authority already so foniiid.tblc. In the nn aii tirii's the priiici- 
|)al inlKibitauts ofMekkah becoming apprized of the nieasnre in ugiiation, 
hastened tf* communicate to the pious Ahilnliah Oin ir their appreheiisiona 
of tbeevils with which their cogntry was ineiiai i d fmm tin austere adniin> 
istrajtiou of Zeiaud. 'I'he son of Omar, raising his hands towartls heaven, 
implored that the right hand ofZeiaud might no longer be in want of 
jeraplayigent. The prayer of Abdullah appears O) have hi-oii heard ; sinee 
we are told that Zeiaiid was irnmediiitely seized with a disorder in tiia 
^tigers, which shortly afterwards put a perioil to his existence. I'lie 
death of this abl^ and aspiring chief, took place in the month <if Katnzaun, 
of the year fifty-three,* after having governed with unlimited sway and 
unrivalled reputation, not only the provinces of Irak both Persian and 
Arabian, but the extensive territory of l^horassaun to the banks of the 
JiyhOn, .urOxus, and the remote boundaries of Hindostaun ; an extent of 
dominion almost equal to the Persian monarchy in the zenith of its power. 

'I'he governinent of Khorassauii -wa^ conferred in the course of the 
following year upon Ubaiduilah the son of Zeiau^; who appears to have 
succeeded to the confidence of Manweiah, and to have inherited the 
talents and inflexible disposition of bis father. On taking possession of 
his goyeriiiijent, he commenced ,a succeraful war against the 'Furks or 
Tartars of Transoxiana; and having conducted his troopa acrosa the Jeyhfin, 
is said to have made himself master both of Samarkand and Bofch^lra. 
Iji^urning to the court of Manweiah in the year filty-five, he furthef 

* Aug uit, A. 1 ). 679. 
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received from bis sovereign the government of Bassorah, on the removal of 
Abdullah the sou of Omar beii Gheblan, to whom it had been consigned 
by his father. Obaidullah now fixed his residence at Bassorah, deputing 
Asslem the son of Zerriaut to rule in Khorassaun under his authority. 

■In the fifty-sixth year of the Hidjerah, Mauweiah called upon the sub* 
jects of the empire to pledge their allegiance to his son Yezzeid, as his 
successor to the Khelaufut; and having obtained the submission of all 
classes throughout Syria and Ir&k, he undertook a journey into Hejauz, to 
secure the acquiescence of the natives of the sacred territory of the 
prophet. In this he was also successful, the denizens of Mekkah and 
Medeinah pledging themselves in general to submit to the authority of 
Yezzeid ; with ihe exception however of four very,distinguished peison- 
oges, who could not be prevailed upon to coincide with the views of 
Mauweiah in this respect. These .were Imaum Hfisseyne, Abdullah the 
son of Omar, Abdullah the son of Zobair who had aspiring views of his 
own, and Abdurraihmaii the son of Ahfi Bukker; although the latter is by 
others stated to have died so long before as the year fifty-three. To these 
illustrious dissidents some have added a fifth, in the respectable Abdullah 
Ahbas, at this period residing at Taycf; who is said to have alleged that 
to him the appointment of a Khalil appeared unnecessary, but that at any 
rate the loss of sight had rendered it of little importance whether his allegi¬ 
ance was pledged or withheld. 

On the same subject, and on the authority of a work which goes under 
the name of Hfifez Abrfi, it is further stated, that when Mauweiah visited 
Medeinah on this occasion, he had received from Ayaishah a very per¬ 
emptory and insulting refusal to engage her allegiance to the authority of 
Yezzeid ; and that to relieve himself from any apprehension of the obsta¬ 
cles that might be raised on her part, against the accomplishment of this 
his favorite design, he adopted the following summary and effectual plan 
of proceeding. He invited the illustrious widow to partake of an enter- > 
tainment which he pretended to have prepared in honor of her: and in 
that part of the house which he destined for her reception, he either 
caused to be made, or found ready for hjs purpose, a deep well or pit, the 
mouth of which he oidered to be slightly covered over with leaves and 
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Wf straw. On this he placed the chair reserved for Ayaishab, and to which, 
A. D<-676. little suspecting-the snare, she was accordingly Conducted on ' her arrival, 
khobussuf result' need, perhaps, be no further explained: the moment she 
H«kbb«ur. seated herself, she sunk into eternal night, being buried under the heap of 
stone and mortar, with which the mouth of the pit was immediately 
built over. Such at any rate, according to the author, was the fate of the 
daughter of Ab(k Bukker, the widow of Mahommed, and mother of the 
faithful; who as she had occasionally rendered herself odious to all parties, 
appears to have .thus ultimately perished without the regret of any. 

ki order to secure the concurrence of that prince in the eventual 
Succession of his son, Mauweiah, in the course of the year, consigned to 
Saueid one of the sons of the Khalif Othman, the government of Khoras- 
saun, on the voluntary removal of Obaidullah Zeiaud, with whom- the 
measure appears to have been preconcerted. Having taken possession of 
his province, and made the necessaiy arrangements for its interior security, 
Saueid engaged, during the period of two years in which it continued in 
bis hands, in hostilities beyond the Oxus, against the people of Samarkand; 
in the course of which, Kothem the son of Abl)as is particularly mentioned 
to have fallen a martyr to the cause of truth ; we should be disposed to call 
it rather that of imposture and unprincipled usurpation. 

A.H.LVII. In the fifty-seventh of the Uidjerah, conceiving that the administration 
and of Merwaun was obnoxious to the principal iiMiabitants of Medeinah, and 
had perhaps been the means of rendering bis favorite arrangement, with 
A. .676-8. Yezzeid, unwelcome to the personages already noticed, Mau¬ 

weiah prevailed upon him to relinquish that government; which he now 
transferred to his own nephew, Waleid the sou of Auttebab, And the 
year following his attention seems to have been considei*abIy occupied by 
an insurrection of the Khouauredje ; which was however suppressed after 
the continuance of six months, and the authors put to the sword. In con- 
* sequence of this insurrection, which was probably ascribed to bis manage¬ 
ment, Zohauk the son of Keyss was also displaced from the government 
ofKiifah, which he had held ever since the death of Zeiaud; and which 
was DOW consigned by Mauweiah to another nephew, Abdurraihman the 
son of Abdullah the Thaukefite, by Ommm Hukkeim the daughter of 
Abd SofTeyan. But Abdurraihman failing to give satisfaction to that 
turbulent and inconstant people, they complaiijied against him to bin 
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, Onclp, by whom he was Kkewise removed, and Niauman tbeaon ofBeahir A. H.LfX< 
^ the ansatir, in the course of fifty-nine, appointed to succeed him. The A* P« 
motives, on which the government of Khorassaun had been bestowed oo Kholsiunn* 
the son of Othman, having long since ceased to exist, the succeSiuon being el’^hawt 
by this time sufficiently secured for Yezzeid, the possession of that 
important province was confirmed about this period to Abdutraihnian the 
son of Zeiaud. 

The sixtieth year of the Hidjerah now arrived, in which Mauweiah was 
confined to his bed by the disorder which shortly sent him to hia grave, a. D. 679. 
During his illness, in the course of other admonitions, he is said to have 
addressed his successor in the following terms. “ Having by every 
human precaution secured an empire to thy hands, and bowed the necks 
** of the haughty chiefs of Arabia to thy authority, there will remain when 
** 1 am departed but four persons, from whom thou art likely to experience 
opposition. These are Hflsseyne the son of Ally; Abdullah the son of 
**Omnr; Abdurraihman the son of Abfi ^ukker, and Abdullah the son of 
** Zobair. With respect to the former, though reserved in disposition, and 
** in understanding weak, yet it is probable that he will be urged to insur- 
“ rcction by the importunities of the people of Irak. Nevertheless, it 
*' wHI behove thee to recollect, that he is the grandson of the prophet; that 
** we have bereaved him of an empire ; and that all we possess was once 
“ his. Him, therefore, when thou art victorious, thou wilt treat with 
** generosity. Of the son of Omar, I can only say, that ai>sorbed in devo- 
“ lion, and naturally averse to every measure of violence, the united voice 
“ of the world might perhaps prevail upon him to aspire to the empire. 

“ But as that is a coucnrrence ne\'er likely to exist, it should little excite 
our apprehensions. With regard to the son of Abfi Bukker, it is 
“ sufficient to remark, that he is a man without energy; and moreover, 

*'so corrupted by his intercourse with women, that he cannot be the 
** source of much anxiety. Keep him employed in his pleasures, and be 
wilt give thee but little trouble. But with respect to the son of Zobair, 
cease not to pursu(> him until thou hast secured his allegiance; for while 
** he lays his plans with the subtilty of the fox, he will assail thee with 
** the fierceness of the lion, whenever he sees his opportunity. Him, 
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A«H. LX. therefore, whether lie resists, or whether he submits to, thy authority^ 
** thiiu wilt cut to |)iecea whenever it is in thy power.*’ He then con- 
XholauMut- eluded by recoininending to ins particular favor the cities of Mekkah and 
■l-«klil»ur Medeinah, in consideration of the services which, on a variety of occasions, 
they had rendered to his father. According to others, these instructions 
were not coininunicaled at a personal interview, hut imparted toZohauk 
the son of Keyss, and Mossleni the son of Aukkebah, tw'o of Maiiweiah’s 
confidential ministers; by whom they were subsequently conveyed lu Yez- 
zeid, who was absent on a hunting party at the period of his father’s 
death. 

However that may be, Mauweiah quitted this abode of clay for the 
mansions of eternal retribution, in the month of Rudjub* of the year sixty, 
and was buried at Damascus. From the period of the treaty with Iinauni 
Hussuii, he reigned sole monarch of the dominions of Issldrn for nineteen 
years; but be had exercised sovereign authority over Syria nearly twenty 
years previous to that event. He was upwards of eighty at the period of 
his death. It is not denied that he possessed talents and accomplishments 
of a very superior order; otherwise it might be argued, that he would not 
have been so far distinguished by the prophet’s confidence, as to have 
been for some time employed as his almoner, and register of revelations. 
It has however been the lot of the historian to record many circumstances 
unfavorable to his memory, although we find it maintained by some 
authorities, and particularly in the work of Hafez Abrh, that there an: many 
societies in Isslam, who do not scruple to assert, that in the war which he 
prosecuted against Ally, be was as much engaged in the cause of the true 
faith, as if he had combated against its declared and most determined 
adversaries. An opinion than which, observes our author, without produc¬ 
ing a single argument in refutation, nothing can be more palpably 
erroneous or absurd. 

As a proof, perhaps, of the art with which he endeavoured to stimulate 
the passions and propensities of other men, to the advancement of his own 
interests, it is related of Mauweiah, that having, on some occasion or othei:, 
affected to assign to the race of H^hem the pre-eminence in martial virtue, 
and to the house of Zobair in liberality, while be reserved to himself the 
applause in clemency and forbearance under injury; Ally, who might, 
peradventure more than any other, have had reason to question hia 
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^ motives, did not fail to ascribe these specious expresMons to wli^t he coa» ‘a, 

, ^ivcd to be their genuine source. “The object of the son of Ab<i A.J).^80. 
“Soffeyan in these observations,*^said he, “it cannot be difficult to com- 
“ preheiid. By such and similar encomiums he hopes that the Benni 
“ iJashem may be urged to devote themselves, without reflection, to the 
“ contingencies of the field of battle, until all shall be extirpated: that the Tarikh 

“ family of Zohair, by an indiscriminate liberality, may be at last reduced ^****^^ 

“ to depend for subsistance on his bounty ; and by propagating the 
“ belief of his own mild and clement disposition, to secure tp himself the 
“ regard and attachment of mankind.” Mauweiah is said to have finally 
acknowledged to his ministers, moreover, before he expired, that there 
were to hull three things the source of bitter regret. First, that he should 
have suffered himself to be misled by the spirit of ambition, to deprive 
the sacred family of the prophet of their rights : secondly, that he should 
have suborned the wife of linanm Ilussiin, to poison her husband; and 
thirdly, that he should have prematurely nominated Yezzeid to the 
succession. 


By four wives be had three sons; Abdurraihman who died in infancy, 
Abdullah, who was an idiot, and Yezzeid who succeeded to the Khebm- 
fut; aiul three daughters whose names it would be superfluous to detaH. 

And the officers employed in the different provinces of his government, at 
the period wheu he ceased to reign, were the fallowing. Niauroan the 
son of Beshir was governor of Kfifah ; Obaidullah the son of 
Zeiaiid, of Bassorah ; of Medeiiiah, Waleid the son of Auttebah the 
son of Abu Soffi'yan. Of Mckkah, Omar the sen of Saud son of U1 Auss, 
and nephew of AmiCi. And of the important province of Khorassaiin, 
Abdiirraihmau the son of Zeiaud. Zohauk the son of Keyss was the 
captain of his guards, and a Greek of the name of Serjfio possessed the 
dignity of vezzeir, or minister of state. 

Yezzi^ii) the SOD of Mauweiah, second Khalif of the house of Ommeyab. ^ IVinkh 
Having ascended the throne of the Khalifa immediately on the death of hia Tebfy. 


father, and secured from the Syrians their obedience, Yezzeid dispatched 
to announce these events to the denizens of the empire iu general, and to 
require afresh their pledges of allegiance to his authority. In compliimce 
with the dying instructions of Mauweiah, he continued in their respective 
governments all who had been employed under the authority of that 
prince; and it became a subject of early deliberation iu what mannet he 
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A. H. tX slioald riiMt i^taderitly proceed, in order to obtain the submlasion of the- 
A. D. 680 k four petsonOgea sa particularly described to him in the fare wet admonitiono 
Tifikh~ of hla father. He concluded however ort writing to Waleid the son of 
Tebiy*' AUttebaht authorizing him, in his behalf, to demand the allegiance of those 
of them who resided at Medeinah. 

When the tetters of Yezzeid reached the governor of Medeinah, his 
first step was to apply to Merwaun, then on the spot, for his advice. By 
him he was informed, that although the instr<tctions which he had received 
from Mauweiah himself, with regard to these illustrious individuals, were in 
tio way to disquiet or molest them ; nevertheless, he could not rteominend 
to him to deviate or detract in any degree from the commands of him who 
was now his sovereign. In this view he should therefore advise, that the 
four chiefs should be immediately summoned to his presence, and if they 
evinced the slightest disposition to delay their acknowledgements of his 
master’s authority, to beware of subscribing to any such delay, but to put 
them to death without further consideration. “ Good God,” exclaimed 
Waleid, “ is then the child of Faiitima the beloved daughter of the pro- 
“ phet, to be dispatched by a word! or am I possessed of means competent 
“ to the destruction of such men as the sons of Ahd Uukker, Omar, and 
“Zobair?” He sent however to require the presence of Imaum Il6s- 
aeyne. The latter, aware of the purpose for which he was serif, had the 
precaution to take with him a guard of fifty men, well armed, whom he 
directed to place themselves at the door of the apartment into which he 
should be introduced; to listen attentively to what passed within ; and 
if they perceived that matters went amiss, to force the <duor, and aid him 
in the exertions which might be found necessary to his rescue. Thus 
prepared, Hftsseyne appeared before the governor of Medeiuah, who 
immediately communicated to him the dispatch which he had received 
from Yezzeid. Hdsseyne remarked, that as the letter related to the three 
other personages as well as himself, it seemed expedient that the whole 
thnuld be sent for, in order that they might make theit submission at once 
on the same spot. To this Waleid assented, and Husseyne rose to go 
away ; which being observed by Merwaun who was still present, the 
latter called out to Waleid not to suffer him to depart, but to dispatch him 
immediately. Hftsseyne however kx k his leave, assuring Merwaun, thai 
neither he nor Waleid had power to touch his life. And the same night,. 



•ecooipaoied by AbdaUah Zobair made the beitofliia wiy’.'iD' lH^ah; A*ll« i.X. 
%here remained for some time iih concealment. A».P» €>o. 

The inhabitants of Khfah, on intelligence that he vaa tbits iritbdrawil tCi TlHMi 
Mekkah. immediately assembled, and came to a resolutioa, that Husacyne Tahiy. 
should be solicited to appear among them; and messengers w!ete accordingljt 
dispatched to convey the letters, in which they unaoimoutfy invited hioi 
to a city W'hich they called his own, and in which they declared every 
individual to be at his disposal. These letters being delivered to Hhsseyne, 
were by him communicated to his uncle Abdullah Abbas, who honestly 
cautioned him to beware of the versatility and inconstancy of the people 
of Kufali, whose conduct towards his father it was impossible he should 
have forgotten. But as Uusseyue seemed still disposed to comply with 
the invitation, repeatedly alleging, as his inducement, the assurance which 
he had received, that not less than twelve thousand of the adherents of his 

a 

family had already pledged their allegiance to him; the son of Abbas, 
having exhausted every other argument against any kind of reliance qd 
the professions of this inconsistent, if not treacherous people, suggested that, 
at least, if there was no other alternative, some one should be deputed ut the 
hist instance, in his name, in order to ascertain to what extent the^i were 
engaged in favor of his rights: when there would be still time ehoagb to 
place his person in their hands. To this Hhsseyne at last assented; and 
Mosslem the sun of Aukkail being the person cliMen for the purpose, was 
directed to proceed immediately to Kufali, there to remain in private 
until he should have made hiinselt sufficiently acquainted with the Dum¬ 
ber and resouices, and engaged the fidelity of tlie friends of his cause ; of 
all which, he was to transmit the necessary information: when, if. it 
appeared advisable, llOisseyne, at the proper period, would not fail tq join 
him. 

Mosslem proceeded accordingly to Kufah ; where, on the report of bis 
arrival, and that he was to be shortly followed by Husseyne himself, being 
circulated through the town, the people flocked in great numbers to the 
envoy, and pledged jtheir allegiance to the authority of his master. In 
consequence of which, having, as a proof of their sincerity, obtained written 
engagements from the leading chiefs of such as had thus pledged them¬ 
selves, Mosslem, without loss of time, dispatched a messenger toHflsseyne 
Ifith the expected communications. And on his part, Hflsseyne being 
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A» H«LX. long since apprized that the adherents of his family were to be found in 
AtU. 680 . considerable numbers among the citizens of Bassorah, now employed a 
Tsrikh domestic of his, of the name of S6liman, to convey to that place letters in 
Tebry. bis name, addressed to Ehnef the son of Keyss, Saueid the son of AmrA, 
gnd others of his father’s friends; calling upon them, and all those who 
were disposed to support his claims, to repair immediately to KCifah, to 
which place he announced his own speedy departure. A journey for which 
in reality, he was making every preparation, the inhabitants having by 
this time, almost to a man, declared in his favor. 

In the mean time a person in the interests^of Yezzeid, whose name waa 
Abdullah ben Mosslem, had called upon Niaiiman the governor of Khfah, 
to acquaint him that the emissary of Imaum llhsseyiie had been for two 
days concealed in the town ; that the greater part of the inhabitants had 
already declared for him, and that that prince had been actually invited to 
put himself at their head. He therefore urged that the son ofAukkail 
should be immediately seized and conveyed to Damascus. Niauman had 
however not yet lost his attachment to the memory of the prophet; by 
which he was accordingly imluced to declare that so long as Mosslem 
continued in conrealmeut, he should not bring him into public; and 
that 80 long as the party should abstain from actual hostility against his 
government, he should not molest them. Quitting the presence of 
Niauman, Abdullah immediately wrote to apprize Vezzeid of these particu¬ 
lars ; and to urge the speedy appointment of some other commander to the 
government of Khfab, which was others ise in imminent danger of falling 
into the hands of Hhsseyne, hourly expected by the inhabitants. 

In the perplexity into which he was in some measure thrown by this 
intelligence, Yezzeid, after some deliberation, determined that th's was a 
difficulty from which the talents and inflexible rigour of Obaidullah the 
son of !SUiaud, were alone competent to relieve him. To him, therefore, he 
immediately transmitted letters, authorizing him to assume the entire 
government of ir^k and Khfah ; to which place he directed him to proceed 
without delay, delegating the government of Bassorah to some person in 
whom he could confide under his own authority. On his arrival at Kflfah 
he was enjoined to put to immediate death Mosslem the son of Aukkail, 
with all who appeared to have pledged themselves to support the claims 
efUhsseyne; whom also, if he fell into his power, and delayed to give the 



necessary pledges of submission, he was to cut off, and send his head 
to Y^zzeid. This was an employment which Obaidullah appeared to 
undertake with a satisfaction whicli he did not pretend to disguise; and he 
had already disposed of every thing preparatory to his departure, after 
delegating the government of Bassorah to his brother Othman, when the 
very night before his intended journey, information was communicated to 
him, that a messenger from Imaum Hhsseyne was at that moment in the 
town concealed by the inhabitants; with letters, demanding the presence 
of his friends at Kilfah, and that they only awaited the departure of 
Obaidullah to make them public. The same night Obaidullah contrived 
to secure the person of Sdliman the servant of Udsseyne, and to extort 
from him, under a severe flagellation, the names of ail those to whom he 
had brought letters. The day following, having assembled the inhabitants, 
he announced to them that he was sufficiently apprized of the communi¬ 
cations which they had received from llAsseync; that the messenger was 
in his custody, and had acknowledged all that had passed. That they 
were no strangers to his unvarying rule; that his punishments w'cre rather 
sanguinary; and that his presenre was retjuired at Kufah, where he might 
find it necessary to put Mosslcm the son of Aukkail to death, with all 
who had associated in his designs. “ Look well to yourselves,*’concluded 
Obaidullah ; then ordering the messenger of Imaum Hfisseyne to be 
brought before him, he, in their presence, cut him through the middle 
with his scimitar ; observing at the same time to the bystanders, that it 
would peradventure be found that it was equally in his power to treat 
the person who had sent him, in the same manner. 

After this example of summary justice, Obaidullah, accompanied by a 
•considerable body of troops proceeded towards Kufah ; but on reaching 
the city of Kadesiah, he left his troops at that place, and mounting a 
camel, attended by no more than ten horsemen, late one evening arrived 
at Kufah. As he contrived to disguise his countenance under cover of 
his turban, and the inhabitants had been in general taught to expect the 
arrival of Imaum llhsseyne, it was not perhaps extraordinary that they 
should mistake the one for the other. Accord.njiy when Obaidullah 
approached and accosted the first group of citizens, whom he found seated 
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A. H. LX. in the streets, they ail rose and returned his salute by the name of grand.. 

son of the prophet. Many now crouded round and imt)ortuned him with 
Tarikh invitations, soliciting him to take up his abode with one or other of them. 

Tebry. He did not attempt to undeceive them, but proceeded straight to the 

palace of government, the gates of which were hastily shut against him by * 
Nijauman ; who ascending to the embattled terrace, from thence admonish¬ 
ed him to retire, (still supposing him lobe Hiisseyne.) as he could not but 
be aware that his presence at Khfah was neither justified by time nor 
circumstances. The people upon this began to be clamorous and ahusiw, 
and insisted that the gate should be immediately thrown open for the 
reception of their prophet’s nearest relative. Niaiiinan continued however 
inflexible in his resolution, declaring, that as far as rested with him, it 
should never be said that Hiisseyne the son of Ally was killed under his roof. 

“ Open the gate,’' cried Obaidullah at last, “ and the curse of tJod rest 
“ upon thee and uponHusseyne too.” The people now recognized him, and 
immediately dispersed in the utmost confusion ; neither did Niaumari any 
longer oppose his entrance into the palace, in which he now accordingly 
took up his residence. 

In the mean time Mosslem the son of Aukkail becoming apprized of 
what had happened, endeavoured to secrete himself under the protection of 
llauiiy the son of Ofwaub, the most distinguished of ll&sseyiie’s adher¬ 
ents, While Obatdiillah Zeiaud having called together the principal 
inhabitants on the follow'ing day, told them without reserve, that the 
design of his visit to Kufah was to extirpate, without exception, all who 
had acknowledged the authority of Hiisseyne, of their attachment to 
whom, he desired it might be understood, that he was well informed. 
Then addressing himself particularly to Plauny the son of Orwauh; 

1 have beard,” said he, that Mosslem the emissary of H&sseyiie is at 
•* thy house.” And IJauny denying the circumstance, was called upon by 
Obaidullah to swear it, which he had accordingly no sooner complied 
with, than his person was secured, while some of Obaidullah’s attendants 
Were dispatched to his house. There they seized the unfortunate agent, 
and brought him immediately to the presence of their chief, by w'hnm he 
was placed Ml safe custody, together with his protector. The palace 
lieing however soon after surrounded by a concourse of the inhabitants, to 
Ihe number, as it is said, of fifty thousand men, in consequence of the 
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detention^ of these twa persons, Obatdullah, with his usual decision, took a. H.LX. 
a very short course of suppressing the tumult; he caused both his A.,D. Gso. 
prisoners to be conducted to the roof of the palace, where their heads iVirikh 
were immediately struck off, and thrown among the multitude; which, thus Tsbiy. 
scared like a flock of sheep, as immediately dispersed in every direction ; 
these circumstances taking place in the monthofZilhudje*of the year sixty: 
on the very day on which, little aware of the unexpected reverse which 
bad befalleft his friends at Khfah, Hflsseyiic, with the whole of his 
family, took his departure from Mckkah. 

Before he Anally quitted Mekkah on this occasion, Imaum Husseyne 
had however been again assailed on the part of those most sincerely 
devoted to his interests with every argument to dissuade him against the 
inauspicious journey ; and against re|Kising any confidence in the professi¬ 
ons or good faith of the men of Kufah. While, on the other hand, 

Abdullah Zobair, who began about this period to unmask his views, was 
not the less anxious for his departure, in order that the city might thus be 
left more entirely at his own disposal. But the faithful Abdullah Abbas, 
less ct .rrupt in his views, and more sincere in his attachment, urged his 
nephew, with fresh intreaties, to beware of quitting the sanctuary of the 
most high ; an appellation by w liich the city of Mekkah is not urifrequently 
distinguishpd ; to beware of trusting to the professions of a set of men 
whose conduct to his father and brother he could not surely have forgotten ; 
at least, if he was determined to proceed, not to take these defenceless 
'women and children with him. until be should have better ascertained 
how affairs were situated. If the people of Kufah were sincerely desirous 
of evincing their attachment to his interests, they would long since have 
given a proof of it, by the expulsion of Yezzeid’s lieutenant, who was still 
allowed to retain his authority among them; and for his own part he 
should not disguise his apprehensions, that when once his person was at 
their mercy they w'uuld destroy him ; and that his women and children 
would not be suffered to survive his fate. Nevertheless, Hussevne 
uiged by his destiny, %vas not to be prevailed upon ; and accordingly 
quitted Mekkah with the whole of his owm family, and the greater part of . 
his brother's, under the slender escort of forty horse, and one hundred 
foot. 

* Septemlwr, A. D. Gso. 
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A. H. LX. Soon after he had entered on his journey be met with a caravan, or company 
A. I). <>»o. of merchants and travellers, which, with other property, was conducting 
TarikiT some camel loads of the contributions levied for the public expenditure at 
Tsbiy. Mekkah : these Husseyne thought it prudent to detain ; alleging that it 
was a necessity to which, although rightful Imauin of the believers, he was 
driven through the lawless usurpations of Yezzeid. Having, however^ 
appropriated to his own use the specie which he found belonging to the 
public treasury, he caused every other description of propcrty^lo be scru¬ 
pulously restored to the owners. About midway through the desert, ho 
fell in with an Arabian poet of the name of I'erzouk, and llomaum the 
son of Ghaleb, b«>th coming from Kufah, of whom he demanded what they 
had to communicate respecting his affairs at that place ; “the hearts of the 
*' people are with thee,’* said the travellers, “ but we cannot pretend to 
know how God’s providence may further determine “ in that respect,’’ 
rejoined Husseyne, “ it required not your observation to apprize me, that 
“ the decrees of providence are not to be eluded.” They could not how¬ 
ever furnish him with anyjnteiligerce ofObaidiillah Zeiaud’s proceedings; 
and he continued to make all the expedition in his power, in order to 
reach Kufah before Yezzeid should have received information of his design. 

On the other hand Obaidullah Zeiaiid, not less vigilant than active to 
defeat his views, was now employed in transferring the different appoint¬ 
ments throughout [r&k into the hands of his own dependents ; after which 
he caused them to conduct their troops from all sides to the road leading 
towards Mekkah. Among others he sent for Omar the son of Saud, to 
whom he proposed the government of Rai, if he would undertake to seize 
the person of Husseyne. This was however an undertaking, of which ho 
requested to be spared the execution ; but Obaidullah.intimating that if he 
continued to entertain the same scruples, he must retract the appointment 
which he had conveyed to him of the government of Kai, Omar desired 
that he would allow him the night to consider on the subject. After which, 
conceiving that it best suited his interests to engage even in the death of 
Husseyne, rather than relinquish an appointment which seemed to be the 
aim of his ambition, he acceded to the proposals of Obaidullah ; and in the 
beginning of the month of Mohurrim,* of the year sixty-one, proceeded at 
the head of four thousand men towards the Arabian desert. 

* Thirtieth of September. 
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. In the mean time Huaseyne) with bis little tronp, had arrived and a. M. LXI. 
encamped within three stages of Kadesiah. And a person of the name of A 
Kiiur ben Yezzeid, secretly attached to the family of Aliy, having been Tarikh 
directed by OmarSaud to level the wells, and places of refreshment in the Tebrj^ 
desert, came rather unexpecrediy on the encampment of the Imaum ; whom, 
when he found that he was thus far on his way to Kufah, he earnestly 
intreated to return without delay, for that his agents had been put to 
death ; and that Omar the son of Saud, with four thousand men, was 
just at hand to intercept him. “Alas,” said llusseyne, “ incumbered with 
*• all this family, how can 1 return.” “ Up,” replied his friendly monitor, 

“quit the mad and retire to one side.” liusseyne accordingly decamped, 
and quitting the direct road, proceeded on one side to a place called Ker- 
bcia, wheie he again pitched his tents. Omar Saud, however, entering 
the desert soon afterwards, and receiving intelligence of his situation, 
directed his march to the same spot. On the appearance of the enemy, 
llusseyuc drew out to receive them ; his escort, as we have already noticed, 
not exceeding forty horse and one hundred foot, at the head of which he 
took his stand, observing the approach of his assailants. In this posture 
he was found by Omar; who, on his arrival, immediately disengaging 
himself fiom the troops with whom he was surrounded, advanced towards 
liusseyne, and having saluted him, proceeded to advise him against the 
prosecution of a design to which his resources were so entirely inadequate; 
that the will of God was manifestly hostile to the success of his views ; 
nor could he pretend to bring to a better termination lliat contest which had 
baflled the powers of his father, with all the influence of his martial cha¬ 
racter ; to whom, if to any of tho family, the sovereign authority would 
have attached itself, if it had not been otherwise destined ; neither could it 
fail to be remembered, tliat if bis designs were partially successful, his father 
had led a wretched life amidst tiubulence and dissensions, and ultimately 
])erished by the swords of his adversaries. Ilis brother Hiissun bad afforded 
him however a far better example ; for perceiving no prospect to ericour- -* 

age his hopes, he had early and prudently submitted to acknowledge the 
authority of his opponent, and thus at once relieved himself from a painful 
burden of distraction and solicitude. “ Do thou also,” concluded Omar, 

“ divest thyself of a concern in which thy person must inevitably be 
“ exposed to so many ha^rds.” “ On condition that 1 relinquish my 
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A. H. LXT. ** clainii,” replictl Hnsseyne, “ may f then bespeak your assent to oqp rf 

A. U. 680 < ** three things! Kithet^utTer me to return without molestation to Mekkah; 

“ Xarikh “ retire to some other holy place, where 1 may devote myself to the 
Tcbry. “ sources of religion; or lastly to repair without interruption to the presence 
“ of Yezzeid." 

As these were -proposals which Omar acknowledged to be reasonable, 
he desired that Hhsscyne would await the reply to a letter which he should 
immediately dispatch to Ohaidullah Zeiaud ; it being a subject on which 
he could not undertake to determine without his instructions. He then 
encamped on the same spot, and wrote to Obaidullah accordingly. The 
answer which soon arrived from Obaidullah, stated however, that Hhsseyne 
must iirst repair to him, and that he should be afterwards conducted to the 
presence of Y'ezzcid. But llhssoyne continuing to urge that he might 
be pt'rmitted to proceed straight to the court of Vezzeid, at the same time 
that Obaidullah might employ any one he chose to conduct him, the latter 
adhered inflexibly to the resolution that lJusseyne should in the first 
instance CQine to him ; and when the same propijsal was by letter twice or 
thrice.repeiited in behalf of llusscyiie, by Omar, Obaidullah tiiially declared 
that it was in vain to importune him further on the siiiijeet; lor that he 
should not accept oi Husstyne’s allegiance until he pledged it in person 
with his own hand. To this, Hussey tie with equal ubslinacy, refused 
to accede. 

A week having been consumed in this fruitless discussion, Obaidullah 
dispatched a person to demand of Omar Sand, if he had employed him 
merely to converse with iiusseyne; if he attacked him without further 
delay, it was very well ; if not, he should And .no difliculty in sending one 
who would be less scrupulous in the execution of his ^orders. By this 
message, it might have been expected tliat all further procrastination 
would have been put an end to; and the sun-of Saud mounting his horse, 
accordingly disposed his troops for the attack : but he felt himself impelled 
once more to address the. devoted Husseyne aloud in these words. 
“ Every effort in my power has been exerted to avoid the opprobrium, 
or imputation, of having dipped my hands in thy blood ; I And that 
hose exertions are in vain.” “Yet,” said Hussey iie, “ give me the 
t' respite of this day; suffer me to remain unmolested only till to morrow.” 
And in this, from whatever motive, Omar again indulged him. In the 



.mean time, prcyvbked by these repiested'iielays, ObsiduHah Ziltaiid sent for A;H.LX][. 
Shemir or Sbamer Ziljousbeoy'; and httVin^ tbld him that the mu oTSiud A.b. 6 m. 
aeeined disposed to pre^apieate'with him, and that his heart to be tanbi 

with Husseync, he directed him* to prhceed immediately and deprive that Tehry. 
chieftain of his command. “ Whether he has commenced hostilities, or 
“ whether not,” said he, “ his -command and his appointment are thine ; 

« go and bring me either libsseyne, or his head.” About the hour of 
prayer, at three in the aflternoon, of the day on which Imaum Hbsseyne 
had contrived-to obtain a Ibither delay of hostilities, this person arrived in 
the camp of Omar, and declared that it should not continue an hour 
lunger. On which Omar again led his troops to the presence of the 
unhappy prince, and announced that Obaidullah had sent another person 
to command against him. Hfisseyne urged, notwithstanding, that as the 
day was far advanced, and night approaching, the truce nught still be 
allowed to continue to the following mot-ning; and as he was supported in 
this l>y the inircaties of the adverse troops, Shemir thought fit to enmpily. 

The night was in part employed by Huss'eyne in adjusting his arms, and ' 
otherwise prq>aring for the conflict in which he was about to be engaged ; 
after which he endeavoured to amuse himself by repeating aloud, either the 
compositions of his own geniUs, or of other Arabian poetsi This being 
overheard by his sou Ally, who lay ill in a corner of the tent, the latter 
began to weep aloud, and was immediately answered by the women, who 
gave a loose to their sorrows in the most bitter and heart rending lamenta¬ 
tions. Hilisseyne intreated them to bear their afflictions in silence, lest 
they might awaken the ridicule and triumph of bis enemies. Then raising 
his eyes to heaven, he briefly addressed himself in the following prayer. 

“ Lord thou knowest that the allegiance of these men is pledged to me, 

“ and that they have basely violated that allegiance ; do thou render me 
“justice against them.” After which he called together the faithful 
adherents of his fortune, and having borne testimony that as far as they 
w'ere concerned they had honorably acquitted themselves, he proceeded to 
acknow ledge that in the contest to which he had led them, they were 
opposed to a superiority of numbers, on which he had never been taught 
to calculate. That for his own part, having no further hope of life and 
safety, he freely absolved them from cveiy obligation by which they might 
iave conceived themselves bound to share bis fate j and accordingly desired 
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A. H. LXl. that everyone who felt himself so disposed, might embrace the opportunity to 
At Dt 6 bo. make his escape. “ Respectable Imaumj** they observed in reply^ “on the 
Tarikb ** sweful day of resurrection how shall we account to our God| or what ple^ 
Tsbijr* ** shall we urge to thy grandfather, if we surrender his children to the ven- 
“ geance of their enemies/’ '1 hey therefore declared themselves unani* 
mously resolved to sacriAce their lives at his feet. He then prepared his 
little army in the best manner he was able to meet the impending conflict. 

The same night, hearing that HCisseyne was surrounded at Kerbdia, a 
faithful adherent of his fathers, of the name of TCnnauh, made his way to 
bis camp ; and proposed to him to effect his escape on the camel which ho 
had brought him for the purpose ; representing that the abode of his tribe, 
to which he should immediately conduct him, was perfectly inaccessible 
to the approach of the enemy. This HAssoyne resolutely dociined; declaring, 
that though it were possible to survive their loss, which he well knew from 
the state of his feelings to be totally out of the question, he would never 
expose his memory to the infamy of having basely tied, and abandoned his 
women and his family to the discretion of a merciless enemy. In which 
generous resolution, the friendly Arab, for the present quitted him. 

In the mean time another messenger from Obaidutiuli Zeiaud had arrived 
in the course of the night, with an admonition toOmar the son of Saud ; urg¬ 
ing him, if he felt a repugnance to attack the person of ilAsseyne by direct 
and open hostility, to take at least such steps as would deprive him of his 
communication with the river Euphrates; that he and his people might 
perish of thirst. At all events, when HAsseyne was killed, by what means 
it mattered not, he was directed to cause the body to be trampled under 
foot by his cavalry. In consequence of this message, a detachment of four 
hundred men, under the directions of Omar the son of Ui Hejauje, was 
immediately dispatched to the river side, to cut ojff from HAsseyne and his 
followers all possible supply of water; and thus exhaust them under an accu¬ 
mulation of distress. On his part, during a short interval of sleep, the prophet 
appeared to Husseyne in a dream, desiring him to be no longer afflicted; 
for that on the evening of tomorrow he should be with him in paradise. 
From which, having shortly afterwards awakened, he entirely divested 
himself of every remaining ho|)e of life, and when the day broke he 
applied himself with becoming solemnity to perform the duties of hiv 
teiigion. This was the morning of Friday the tenth of Mohurrim^* 

* Ninth of October. 
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Omar tHe ^on of Saud, who, notwithstanding what has been recently A. H. LXl. 
staud, appears to have still retained at least the ostensible command, now A. D. faso, 
led his troops for the last time to the attack of iJiisseyne ; and the latter, Tarikh 
the extent of whose force required but little previousarrangemenCquitting Tebi 7 . 
bis horse, and mounting a camel, on which lie presented himself to those who 
were about to assail him, and addressed them in substance as follows: 

“ Men of Kut'ah although 1 am sufliciently convinced, that the words I 
“ am about co speak to you can otherwise avail me nothing, nevertheless, 

“ as they must equall^^erye as a testimony against you, and as my own 
“justification in the pre^'oee of that almigh% being before whom we stand, 

“ 1 am determined to give them utterance. Yc cannot be ignorant that I 
“am the offspring of the ever blooming Faiitiina the daughter of God^s 
“ messenger: that I am the son of your prophet’s favorite couzin, the her- 
“oic child of Ahatauleb, the first who embraced the sacred doctrines of 
“ Isslam; whom your legislator pronounced to be the avenue to that 
“ wisdom, of which the city was in himself; and whom he repeatedly 
“ declared to hold with him, in his sacred mission, the same relation that 
“ Aaron held with Moses. Ye also know that i am the nephew of the 
“ immortal Jaiiffer, and that Ilamzah the prince of martyrs was the uncle 
“ of my father. If ye arc sincere proselytes to the belief of the true God, 

“ and to the doctrines of iny grandfather, who was his messenger, be not 
“ blind to the example of which you may avail yourselves in the veneration, 

“ to which the memory of their saviour is consecrated by the followers of 
“ Jesus, and that of Moses by the Jews; as well as in the honors invariably 
“ paid by the professors of every religion to its author. Men of Kufah ! 

“ during my residence among yon, neither in life or property have I ever 
“ injured any one ; on what plea is it then that you have conceived it lawful 
“ to shed my blood ? While quietly seated at Medeiiiali by the tomb of 
“ my grandsirc, 1 was not then sutfered to cnjf)y my humble retirement, 

“ and when I removed to Mekkah, your solieitations, your messengers 
“your letters, seduced me from the asylum in which I had secured myself. 

“ All that now remains for me to say, is to address you in the same terms 
“ in which Moses addressed the subjects of Fharaoou. If ye will not let 
“ me go on, withdraw to one side, and suffer me to return to the sanctuary 
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A. H. LXI *‘of the most high ; there to lay myself down until the cares of this world 
A D. 680 . «< shall have passed over me ; in that which is to come it will appear, 
Xarikh “ whether the cause of justice be witli you or me; and who are the opprea- 
Xebry. ** sors in the contest, into which 1 have been drawn.” 

To this, receiving no reply, llhsseyne again proceeded. ** Heaven be 
“ praised,” said he, “ that God himself will bear witness against you ; for 
*' my part I have no alternative, and against me ye have no testimony to 
** allege.” lie then demanded of them individually, addressing each 
respectively by name, if they had not written m' and invited him to 
Kufah ; if they had not pledg^ their allegiance both to him personally and 
through his agents ; and was it then for the purpose of murdering him, that 
they had importuned him with such invitations > They now summoned 
sufficient confidence to declare, that they considered themselves absolved 
from an allegiance, of which they had long since repented. On which 
lICi<seyne linally concluded, by repeating his acknowledgments to heaven* 
that either to God or to his prophet, they had no plea to urge against 
him ; and appealed to that being, from whose justice alone, when earthly 
resources shall have failed, the unfortunate are still permitted to hope for 
redress. Tlie camel, on v^hich he rode, being now made to kneel on all 
fours, he remounted his horse, and placing himself at the head of his fol¬ 
lowers expected liis advci'saries to commence their attack. 

Accordingly a person of ihe name of Abdullah ben Omar advanced on 
the part of the enemy, and by way of deliaiice, desired to congratulate 
llhsseyne on his early [)rospect of a place in everlasting fire. “ Let that 
day never come to pass,” said Husseyne, “ when the man whose heart is 
** with his God shall be condemned to such an apprehension.” Then address^ 
ing himself to heaven, he prayed that God would di'stroy this miscreant. 
Accordingly as the man who had thus insulted him, was about to with¬ 
draw, the foot of his horse slipped into a hole in the earth, and the rider 
was thrown off; but his foot remaining in the stirrup, and the horse taking 
flright, in that situation bore him along until he expired. 'I'be next who 
■ccosted him, though in very diflerent terms, was Khfiror Khyr ben Ye?- 
(eid, of the tribe of remeim; the chief by whom he was fiist apprized of 
the approach of liis enemies, and by whose advice he withdrew from the 
high road. Ibis person now respectfully saluting Hfisseync by the name 
i' pf, '‘son of the messenger of God,” announced, that he was come to 
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. Fombat in his defence, and to sacrifice his life at his feet. ** Mayst thou A. H. LXI. 
“ taste the blessings of martyrdom/’said MOisseync/'wilile I congratulate thee A. D. 680 . 
** on the endless joys of paradise; which will be thy reward, brave and generous Tankh 
“ as thou art, and as tliy name imports.” Alluding to the benevolent Tebiy. 
influence felt through nature from the presence of the sun; the latter 
belli ' in Persian, Khoiir and Khyr, and KliOrshaid. 

iinpatienl of further delay, Zdjousheny began to expostulate with Omar 
Saud, and to ui^e him to an immediate commencement of the attack ; on 
which, fixing an arrow to his bow, and desiring him to bear witness that he 
was the first to set the example, Omar immediately discharged it towards 
the followers of iJusseyiie. As if this had dissolved the impression of 
awe, which had hitherto, like a spell, operated to prevent the Mosslems 
from assailing the person of their Imaum, two of the domestic slaves of 
Oiia dullali Zeiaud now advanced and proposed the single eoiiibat. These 
were both killed by llabeibaiid Yezzeid, two of the followers of if6sseyne 
of that name ; three more of the troops of Omar Saud also slmririg sncces- 
alvt ly the same fate. The heat of the day was no^v become excessive, and 
J:168seyne and liis followers began to suffer under the extremity of thirst. 

At this crisis, Omar the son of Ui Hejauje, whose station was on the 
right towards the Kuphrates, suggesting to Omar Saud that, as the soldiers 
of 116ssfyne were combating under the impulse of despair, they were not 
to be subdued, otherwise than by the united asaault of his whole force, it 
was immediately determined to close upon them and bring the contest to 
• speedy derision. To render their means of resistance however still more 
feeble, Omar Sand caused his archers to advance and gall them with their 
arrows, until of llusseyne’s little troop the greater part was wounded : and 
in the charge which immediately followed on the part of the enemy, 
twenty of them were killed on the spot. Those who survived continued, 
nev-< r ljcless, to maintain their ground with admirable constancy, i'on- 
cciv n.; that it no longer became bun to withhold his person from the 
conflict, Hftsseync now pushed forward to engage with his assailants ; but ' 
his fciiihful followers still interposed, declaring, that so long as any of them 
'remained alive, the grandson of the prophet should not be suffered to 
expose himself to the swords of the enemy; to which HAsseyne, his eysB 
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A.H. LXI. overflowinj? witli tears, could only express his hope that they would find 
A. U (BO. tht'ir reuard in the approbation of Oiiinipotenre. 1 hey then advanced 
Taiikh successively lo encounter the enemy, each saluting llusseyiic as they 
Tebry. passed him, with “ peace bC with thee thou sou of the prophet of God, f.irc 
“ thee well!” while (iusseyne replied “ peace be with thee brave as.sociate, 
“ thou art going before, and 1 shall shortly follow.” And thus thev con¬ 
tinued lo do, until every one that had accompanied him to the field of 
Kerbdia, was either killed or wounded ; himself, his brothers, his cliildren, 
and nepliews, and the women of his family still remaining unhurt. 

In this extremity flhsseyne attain essayed to ofipose his person to the 
enemy, but was now as resolutely prevented by the members of his 
family ; who united in declaring, that so long as they survived, they consi¬ 
dered his previous exposure of himself to the hazards of a personal conllict, 
as entailing eternal dishonor on theinsclve.s. After which his eldest son 
Aliy akbar, conceiving that as such he might aspire to the distinction of 
being the first of his family to lay down his life in defence of his parent, 
presented himself to the weapons of the enemy ; and having announced 
aloud his name and descent, intrepidly rushed among them: in ten differ¬ 
ent assaults, in which, animated by the presence of his father, he forced 
himself into the thickest of the enemy, he sacrificed to his vengeance, at 
each assault, either two or three of those who stood opposed to him ; but 
being at last almost suffocated with heat and thirst, he implored his father's 
pity, by coniplaniing bitterly of the sufferings which he was condemned to 
undergo. In this state, after assuring him that if hecrfuld relieve him at 
the price of his own existence, it would be a willing sacrifice, his father 
arose; and introducing his own tongue within the parched lips of his 
favorite child, thus endeavoured to alleviate his sufferings b\ the only 
means of which his enemies had not yet been able to deprive him. The 
gallant youth then rushed for the last time into the conflict; and being 
wounded from behind by one of the enemy, whose name was Kerrnh son 
of Sand, he fell, and was immediately surrounded and cut to pieces by 
tlu'se execrable betrayers of the family of their prophet. This was a spec¬ 
tacle which entirely overwhelmed the feelings of Uhsseyne ; for the first 
time in his life he gave utterance to a transport of grief, which he no longer 
attempted to suppress: and the cry which he uttered, coming to the ears 
of the women, his sister Zeyneb rushed Out of the tents, and throwing 



405 


herself on the mangled remains of her unhappy nephew, gave a loose to a. H.LXI» 
the 111 St xiolent expressions of despair and sorrow. A. iJ.tiso. 

The next of this devoted family who rushed upon the swords of the 
assailants, was Abdullah, one of the grandsons of Aukkail the appostate Tabiy. 
brother of the Lvhalif Ally. An arrow from oueof the enemy, as he advanced* 
fixed the hand of this unhappy youth to his forehead, and as he turned 
about to withdraw, another arrow from the same person transpierced him 
from behind, passing entirely through his body. Jaufier the son of Auk* 
kail, the uncle ot him who had just tallen, is the next tnrnlled among the' 
martyrs of Kerhela. Before he could close with the assailants, he also 
perished by ail airow, \\hich pierced his abdomen. The companions of 
HOsseyne were now reduced to Ins five brothers, Abbas, Abdullah, Olh- 
man, Mahoiiiined, and .iaulFer; his other brothers, Mahommed Haneifab* 
and Omar, being ioitniiately absent from tins scene of blood ; and his son the 
younger Ally was confined to the tei^t by a fit of illness. At this moment 
his nephew, Kaussem the son of Mahommed, a child of ten years’ old^ 
came out of the tents with a drawn sv;ord in his hand ; whom, on account 
of his tender years, llhsseyne desiring to withdraw, the intrepid boy, with 
a resolution above his age, adjured his unele by the truth of the prophet* 
to forbear to interrupt him ; and being suffered to proceed, he was shortly 
afterwards assailed by one of the enemy’s horsemen, who clove bis head 
through the middle. 'I’he five brothers already mentioned, now rushing 
together to the un>^(inal conflict, and being iminedialely surrounded, were 
soon dispatched to join their slaughtered relativi s. 

The vengeance of the assailants became now concentrated towards a 
single object; and an arrow having transfixed his horse, the unfortunate 
Hflsseyne came to the ground, and was left, fainting with thirst and fatigue, 
to contend alone, and oii foot against a remiirselcss multitude eager for his 
destruction. But the hour of prayer betwixt noon and sun set beiug 
arrived, the devoted Imaum seating himself on the earth, addressed his 
thoughts to the performance of his religious duties. In this posture 
several of the enemy drew near, with the design of putting him to death; 
but impressed with a sentiment of awe by the appearance which he exhi¬ 
bited, they successively retired ; declaring that they could not yet feel 
thtmselves reconciled to incur the guilt of his blood. Under these 
circumstances the ears of Hflsscyhc were suddenly assailed by the cries of 



A.JI.LXf his itifent child Abdullah, at this period not more than twelve mnntha 
A, U. 6so. old, at the breast of its nurse; burning with a parent’s utreetKm, he dL-sired 
Tarikh ^hat the helpless innocent might be brought to him. At the moment I.e 
Tabiy. pressed it to his bosom, and was bathing it with his tears, a mistTcaut of 
the tribe ofBenni Assud dischaiged an arrow, wliirh entering the ear of 
the unconscious innocent, killed it in the arms of its parent, lit^sst'vne 
rose, and having repeated the passing formula to the spirit of his slaugh¬ 
tered infant, implored his creator to grant him paticMice under thi^se his 
accumulated afflictions. Almost exhausted hy thirst and anguish of mind, 
he seemed for a moment to have forgotten the horrors with which he was 
turrounded, and due-cted his languid steps towards the river side; but his 
design being discovered hy the uiirclenting vigilance of Z'lj'Misheny, the 
latter loudly vociferated, that he should not he suli',-red to drink ; lest bjr 
assuaging the thirst which was otherwise hasti'iiing the piTUid of his 
miseries, he might yet be able to protract his existence, iliisseyne had 
however already thrown himself on his bn^ast over the stream of the 
Euphrates; and was beginning to taste the luxury of the relreshiiig eh^meiit, 
when an arrow piereid his mouth. Ib-jecting the now eiisaiigitined 
draught, Hhsseyne indignantly arose, and having extracted the winged 
nuschief, withdrew, and took his last stand, liis mouth stYeaiumg with 
blood, at the entrance of the, tents. 

Conceiving that the disproportioned conflict had been perhaps, already 
ton long protracted, Omar the son of Sand now approached with the deter¬ 
mination of bringing it to a eonclusioii by the death of him, through whoie 
single exertions it was still so unaccouiitulily lield in su'tpeiice ; yet when 
Uhsseyiie demanded if then he was coming to he his huterher, a sentiment 
either of eompassiou or remorse comiielled him to w'ithdraw ; leaving the 
execution of his design to the soldiers, of whom he angrily demanded 
why they did not hasten to surround, and dispatch the object cd‘ their seem¬ 
ing astonishment and apprehensions. Thus stimulated, they rlostsl round 
the person of the devoted Imaum, who continued to defend hmisell, not¬ 
withstanding, with admirable intrepidity, an i p'esence r>f mind ; eiti er 
killing or diaubliiig not a few of his uiimerous assailants. While th>se 
exertions of a courage animated by dc.spair, continued on the part of lids- 
•eyne to excite the surprise and terror of his adversaries, Omar .Sand could 
aot forbear demanding ol Ziljouhheuy, if, consideting the anguish of tuiiid 
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, under which he must be supposed to labour from the appallifig tpeeUcle A.H.LXJL 
of a sldU|>(iter<‘rl family, covered with wounds, deprived of water A)r so A. D.Gso. 
many days, and assailed by such multitudinous odds, as well m by distress Tarikh 
and horror in every shape and form, he conceived it to be within the scope 
of itiiinaii piowcss, to exhibit such an example of courage and constancy, 
as tlii;y must then acknowledge to have witnessed in the demeanor of thia 
unfortunate prince. For Hhsseyne, though wounded in four and thirty 
places by different weapons, though extremely weakened through loss of 
blood, and fainting with fatigue and an intolerable thirst, still opposed an 
invincible resistance to the assaults which were directed against his person 
from every side. 

Jlednced to this extremity he was at last approached by Ziljousheny, 
accoiiipiinied by six of his chosen followers; whose meditated attack 
]lu'ise>no, with a courage yet unabated, advanced to repel. But one of 
these, whose name was Zerraiah, drawing near to assail him, found a fatal 
opportunity, and struck off one of his arms close to the shoulder. He now 
fell; but, by a kind of convulsive effort, springing once more on his feet, 
he attempted to make at the soldier by whom he had been thus cruelty 
mutilati'd ; he however again fell to the earth, and the soldier approaching 
from behind, thrust him through the back with a javelin, the point of 
which came out'at his breast; and immediately withdrawing the fatal 
W'eapon, the soul of the lamented Hftsseyne fled through the orifice. The 
execrated Ziloushrny then stiiiek off his head, leaving the body on the 
ground, wliich some of liis murderers now proceeded to strip. Keyss the 
son of Aishauth took away bis under garment; two other persons possessed 
themselves of his turban and drawers, and a miscreant of the name of 
llabeib ben Mozevi carried off the sword of the martvred Imauin. Shetnir 
next entered the tents, which he gave up to the pillage of his barbarous 
followers, w'ho stripped the women of their very headdresses and wearing 
Hpj)aiel. Hearing the screams of these defenceless females, Omar Niud 
hasiimed to the spot, just at tlie moment when Ziljousheny with his drawn 
fiv\oi-d was appioachiiig the bed ot Ally the son of llusseyne, then a 
child iangnishing under pain and illness, with the intention of putting 
him to d< aih. Omar seasonably demanded if he was not ashamed to be 
the liutclv’''of an innocent and defenceless infant, “ My‘jeiieral Obai- 
dullali Zc-iaud’s orders” replied Ziljousheny, “ were, that nothing iiialv of 
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A. H LXI. “ tl** family ahoutd be left alive.” “ The believers,” rejoined Omar, 

A. L). ti 80 . *> have hitherto abstained from killing the infant children even of iiifidi'is; 

** Tarikh ** Olis child,” added he, “ be carried to thy general, that he may decide 
^•bry. ** upon his fate.” After which, he, for the present, put a stop to the 
further outrages of the plunderers, by turning them out of the tents. The 
instructions of Obaiduliali Zciaud were luxt announced by Ziljousheiiy, 
directing that the body of the shiuglitered liiiaum i>hoiild be trampled under 
foot by the cavalry. In concurrence with whieli the liteless trunk of 
lifisseyne was accordingly rode over, and every bone broken, by twenty 
horsemen; the names of twoof whom, Isbauck tlic son of Ileyoiit, and Ojrysa 
the son of Yozsw id, have been recorded f<<r the perpi'tiud I'xecration of pr»s- 
ferity. 1'he authors of the massacre now encamped for the night ; the 
head of flusseyiie being conveyed, in the mean time, by Omar Saud, 
together with a letter aimouneing this boasted victory, ihroiigb the medi¬ 
um of a certain Khowly* ebea Yezzeid, to bis employer the sanguinary 
Obaiduliali Zeiaud at Kiifah. The day following, alter causing the slain 
of his own party amounting to the number of eighty-two, to be buried, 
and leaving those of ll&sseyne’s exposed to wild beasts, and birds of prey, 
Omar and bis troops proceeded towards Kiifah, accompanied by his 
wretched female captives throve n across the backs of camels ; and it is 
finally stated, that as the parricides were (|nitting the scene of slaughter, 
the voices of invisible beings were heard in the air, heinoaning the hapless 
victims thus sacrificed at Kerbela to secure the power of Yozzeid. 

The mutilated corpse of Husscyne, and those of his followers, had con¬ 
tinued on the sands of KerbSla unburied and exposed, for the space of 
three days, when the people of a neighbouring village, called Aazir or 
Aiauzir, situated on the bank of the Euphrates, and b* longing to the tribe 
of Benni Assud,at last took courage ; and representing to each other, that 
they might incur the vengeance of heaven, if they suffered the bodies of 
their fellow creatures to be longer a prey to wolves and vultures, they went 
together, and committed to the earth, on the spot where they found it, 
the headless corse of Husseyne ; burying that of his son Aliy at his feet. 
The bodies of the other slain, excepting that of Abbas the brother of 
Husseyne, which was buried where it was found on the road to Aiauzir, 
were collected together and comtnittid to one grave; in that spot 

* Or Khuwla. 
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%bich biis since become sufficiently celebrated throughout the MSt, SI 
containing the ashes ofthosc» who, on this memorable occasion, fell at A. D.Geo. 
Kerbfila. TVikh 

The man who had undertaken to convey to Obaidullah &iaud the head Tcbiy. 
of the martyred Hhsseyne, and whose name has been since consigned to 
perpetual execration, did not fail to claim the highest reward that could 
be due for a piece of service so acceptable^ as that which he had performed 
in producing this ghastly testimony of the extinction of that person, on 
whom his followers have not hesitated to bestow the title of kett of 
human beings. The day after, Omar Saud, with the captives and other 
trophies of his victory, arrived at Khfab, conducting the whole to the pre« 
seiice of Obaidullah. Zeyneb the daughter of Ally, accompanied by 
Fautima and the daughters of fifisseync, had seated herself down in a 
comer of the audience chamber, surrounded by the other women and the 
surviving children of the prophet's, himily; and early attracting the obser¬ 
vation ofthe governor of KAfah, he demanded who chat woman was, whom 
her associates seemed to treat with such extraordinary distinction. Having 
discovered her quality, be immediately turned towards, and accosted her 
in the following terms. “ Praised be that Grod who has brought disgrace 
“ and destruction upon thee, and upon the adherents of thine house ; who 
has stigmatized with the stamp of falsehood, the arrogant and impious 
** pretensions to the prophecy and priesthood, set up by thy father, and 
“ mother, and grand father.” “ Rather praised be that God,” replied Zey- 
neb nothing dismayed, ** who hath exalted my lineage to those glorious 
** distinctions,aud to the envied honors of the succession ; that God who 
“ hath stigmatized our adversaries, with the polluted stamp of iniquity and 
** profligacy : who hath brought to light the depravity and base designs of 
“ those who set themselves against us, and who hath distinguished my 
family by the choicest blessings of his gratuitous bounty.” Her 
subsequent replies were so little constrained by the embarrassment of her 
situation, that Obaidullah in the violence of his indignation, would hav« 
put her to immediate death, had he not been dissuaded from his purpose 
by Amrfi the son of lierreith ; who called upon him to reflect that she 
was a defenceless woman, whose accumulated distresses had totally 
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A>H.|LX1. subdued her patience, and effaced all other considerations. And he was 
A. D. Uso^ finally copnpelled to conclude the altercation, which he seems to have 
Tarikh supported with considerable disadvantage, by declaring that the eloquence 
Tabrj. of the father appeared to have descended to the daughter. 

In the mean time, Obaidullah was amusing himself by beating the head 
of Husscyne, which lay before him, on the mouth, with a rod which he 
held in his band, and expressing his unmanly triumph by the most insult, 
ing raillery. After he had thus indulged himself, he turned suddenly to 
the yonnger Ally, the son of Husseyne, observing, that he understood, 
God had slain his father. To which, the unhappy youth declining to reply, 
Obaidullah imperiously demanded whence it was that he spoke not, and 
received the following answer. “ I onee had an elder brother, but hira 
**'ulso the muiderers have slain.*’ Which further awakening the rage of 
Obaidullah, he called out to the attendants to examine whether the slave 
yet exhibited the proofs of manhood, that he might dispatch him : and he 
was proceeding to execute his design, on their report in the affirmative, 
when be was interrupted by the cries and expostulations ofZeyneb and 
the other women ; who implored him to spare the only representative of 
their wretched race, and if be was not yet satisfied with blood, to direct 
his vengeance rather to themselves; since they had no one left to whom he 
could be accountable. From this last act of butchery, he was, by what¬ 
ever motive, at any rate withheld; though his brutality to these defenceless 
captives was further exemplified in the orders which he now issued, that 
the women,'in a state of entire nakedness, should be immediately con¬ 
ducted to Damascus. The head of Husseyne also, after it had been 
sufficiently exposed through all the streets of Kufah, vvas transmitted to 
the same place, in charge of Raujez the son of Keyss, selected, for his 
singular eloquence, to announce to Yezzeid on this occasion, the decisive 
triumph of his cause. 

While the now triumphant Yezzeid yet trembled, either with awe or 
remorse, at the glowing recital delivered, of these sanguinary proceedings, 
in his presence by Raujez, he could not however be withheld from bestow* 
ing, like his representative at Kufah, on tfie head of his unfortunate rival 
the same brutal indignity, by heating it on the lips and teeth with his 
whip; but being interrupted in his ferocious aniusenii^nt by a certain Abu 
Berdah ul Esslauby, who reiuonstraied against the indecency of ufifciing 
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iiuoh barbarous msuhs to thtne lips, which had been so frequently hallowed A. H. 
by th;' kisses of their prophet, 'Yezzeid '•truck him on the breastfor this bold A. D. 6 bo. 
^(1 unexpected expostulation ; and turning to the younger Ally who was Xarikh 
resent with thO other captives, lie proceeded in a strain of insult to Tebij^ 
reproach him with the judgments which seemed to pursue the destinies oT 
his family; and receiving from him a reply equally modest and applicable, 
he commanded his son Khaled to take up the aq'ument: which the latter 
however declining to do, he continued to rail at his unhappy prisoner, 
until after sufficiently indulging his malevolent spirit, he turned to exhaust 
his spleen upon the noble minded Zeyneb; whose sorrows he might propose 
to aggravate, when in addressing her by the appellation of daughter of the 
prophet's son in law, he brought to her recollection the exalted stock from 
which she sprung. 

When their sufferings had been aggravated as long as he thought proper, 
by the remarks to which, in the insolence of his power, he thus compelled 
them to submit; and winch, with their replies, though sufficiently striking 
in the nervous and emphatic idiom of the Arabs, it would be difficult to 
convey through the medium of a remote and foreign language, without 
extinguishing the spirit of the original, Yezzeid at last dismissed the uiifor* 
tuiuite captives to the apartments of his women. Here they remained 
until the expiration of some days ; when Niauman the son of Beshir the 
ansaur was sent for, and directed to conduct them under his protection to 
Mcdeinah : for which journey he caused them to be previously provided 
with an ample supply of every necessary. But before they were suffered 
to take their final departure, Yezzeid desired that Ally the son of Hdsseyne 
might be brought to his presence, and having treated him with rather 
greatfr liumanity than formerly, dismissed him with these words. “ The 
curse of God light on thee, thou descendant of the prophet’s son in law ! 

“ had it rested with myself, I might have been disposed to sulweribe to the 
“ views of thy father; but it becomes not man to controvert the decrees 
of providence ; thou art now at liberty to return to Medeinah, With the 
“ whole of thy family. 

As a reward for the zeal which he had evinced in the destruction of 
Imaum Hhsseyue, Obaiduliah Zeiaud had been invested by Yezzeid, m 
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H. LXI. we have already seen, with the government of Kurah, and Arabran Ff^k; 

A. U. 680 . and of that of Bassorah, he was in the previous possession. But as he liad 
Tarikli been deprived of the ample province of Khorassaun, which, together with 
T«brj. the adjoiniug territory of Seiestaun, the ancient Drangiana,he had enjoyed 
under Mauweiab, he indulged the expectation that in return for his recent 
Z-^alous service.^, those lucrative and opulent domains would be yet restored 
to him. Bi'ing however disappointed, he begian to regret the active part 
which he liad taken in the late odious transactions. In the mean time, 
preparations were making by his brother Shliman to enter that province, 
which had beeu conferred upon him hy the choice of Yezzeid ; and the 
latter had now written to Ohaidullah, in compliance with the request of 
Suliinan, to furnish him with a detachment of six thousand men from the 
troops under his command. On which a person was employed, on the 
part of ObaidulJair, to repfe$>ent to Yezzeid, that this was an uudertaking 
for which he was himself far better qualified than his brother. To which 
Yezzeid rather briefly replied that he was of a different opiumu; that in his 
judgment tlxe superic'i ity of qualification was on the sitle of Suliman, 
Obaidullalt could not however be prevailed upon to forego bis claims; 
declaring, with some degree of petulance, that he felt himself better dis- 
posed to combat with the Turks on the distant frontiers of the empire, 
than to be employed iu the extirpation of the prophet’s relatives; ft)r which 
he appeared to be leserved as an instrument at home. Nevertheless, 
Sfiliman, accompanied by the six thousand men which he was ce-mpellcd 
to furnish, proceeded to the city of Merfi ; and shortly afterwards crossing 
the Oxus, engaged in successful hostilities s^aiust the Tartars, or Turks 
on the other side of that river: and made himself ultimately master of the' 
Soghd, or beautiful region of Samarkand. From tliencc be conducted his 

troops to the gates of Kharezm ; which after twelve months’ resistance, 
surreudered by capitulation, affording an abundant supply of treasure to, 
gratify the avidity ofliis followers, after remitting a fifth pari to his sover¬ 
eign at Damascus. 

The government of Mekkah had been bestowed by Yezzeid on Omac 
the son of Saud, another, though apparently unwilling instrument of his 
vengeance; and that of Medeinah, on Waleid the son of Aukkel)ah. 
Abdullah Zobair had at this period taken up a permanent residence at the 
/ormer city ; and as Omar Saud forbore to molest him with any kind of 
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. iiostiiity, the jealousy of Yezzeid was awakened; in consequence of which a. H.LXL 
the government was taken from him, and transferred to the son of Aukke- A. P.680. 
bah, by whom it was.at the same time entrusted to the care of a lieutenant; Tarikh 
he himself still continuing to reside at Medeinah. Tslay. 

It appears necessary to remind the reader, that whilst Imaum Husseyne 
remained at Mekkah, Abdullah Zobair had uniformly treated him with 
every mark of attachment and respect; and when be learnt that hisen^ 
niies had put him to death, he publicly deplored the sad catastrophe; and 
in applauding the virtues of the martyred linaum, and pointing out the 
cruelties which had been exercised towards his person by the nativesof Irik, 
he claimed for himself the allegiance of the inhabitants of Mekkah; and as 
they w'ere, on tlu'se considerations, wjthout much difficulty prevailed upon 
to subscribe to such a claim, they in general pledged their fidelity to him, 
as the person whom thi^y acknowledged to poseess the strongest right to 
govern them. There still remaining in tlie city, however, a considerable 
party in favor of Yezzeid, this produced a schism which must have led to 
very deplorable consequences ; one party attaching themselves in the per¬ 
formance of public worship to Abdullah Zobair, while the other formed a 
congregation fur the lieutenant of Waieid; but the party of Abdullah Zobair 
at last prevailing, Waleid’s lieutenant was ultimately expelled the city. 

This insult to his authority was not long withheld from the knowledge of 
Yezzeid, who swore that he would yet make the son of Zobair to stand 
before him, with his liaiuls bound, and a chain about bis neck. He accord¬ 
ingly ordered a chain of silver, which he sent to Waieid at Medeinah; with 
instructions to fasten it on the neck of Abdullah Zobair, and in that state to 
convey him to his presence. Waieid thought proper to transmit the chain 
by other hands than his own, to Abdullah Zobair, who, placing it on the 
floor before him, and significantly shaking his head, dismissed the messen¬ 
gers w'ithout condescending to make any reply, but what was to be under¬ 
stood from an Arabic couplet, which he rehearsed to them on this occasion. 

The couplet was repeated to the governor of Medeinah, who appears to ■ 
have acquiesced in silence, until the close of the year; when he repaired on 
the usual religious visitation to the sanctuary at Mekkah: the ceremonies 
beiiig,as it was not difficult to foresee on the occasion, separately performed; 

Abdullah Zobair, with liis party, officiating on one side, while the son of 
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lk.H.LX!T. Aulikebab, with the adherents of Yezzeid, discharged their religiona 

A. D. f>si. obligations on another. . 

Tarikh With the commencement of the following year, Yezzeid having given 

Tebiy. some further indication of his anxiety to secure the person of Abdullah 
Zobatr, the design was betrayed to the latter by Waleid. On which the son 
of Zobair had the assurance to dispatch to Yezzeid a letter, in which he 
thought proper to denounce the same Waleid as a consummate idiot, 
through whose folly and imbecility the affairs of his government had been 
reduced to the brink of ruin ; and to recommend, without reserve, that some 
other person might be seni to supersede him. Flattered by this maik of 
condescension from his most formidable antagonist, and by the expectation 
that it might pave the way for liis ultimate submission, Yezzeid, without 
hesitation, recalled the governor of Medeinah, to make room for his other 
lciri8man,Othman the son of Mahommed, sop of Ahi Sofleyan ; a yonth 
without experience, and whose attention instead of being dirc>cred to the 
duties of his station, became totally absorbed in the piirsuitofhis pleasures. 
With some design, of which the object is not explained, this unfledged 
magistrate was induced in the course of the year, to send a deputation to 
Yezzeid, composed of ten of the principal inhabitants of Medeinah, amongst 
whom was a brother of Abdullah Zobair's, of the name of Munzer. These, 
wJiatever might have been the errand, experienced from \ ezzeid the most 
favorable reception, and were dismissed on their return, loaded with 
caresses, and with presents to a considerable amount: one hundred thou- 
sand dirhems being bestowed on Mdiizer the son of Zobair alone, and tea 
thousand each on liis associates. When they returned to Medeiiinli, they 
reported to their fellow citizens, notwithstanding, that every part of his 
conduct bespoke in Yezzeid the confirmed and irreclaimable infidel ; 
that his days and nights were consumed in intemperance and debauch ; 
and that his entire neglect of the public duties of their religion had cancel¬ 
led on his part every claim to the sacred functions of the Imaumut. They 
therefore considered themselves absolved on their part from an allegiance of 
which they were ashamed. In this declaration, they were followed by the 
rest of the city; the immediate result of which was the confinement of 
Othman the couzm of Yezzeid, together with Merwauii, and Wauheb the 
tnoof.Ommeyah ; and the elevation, by the inhabitants, of Abdullah the son 
•f ilentelab, to the government of Medeinah. At this period, Imaum Zey ne 
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ui anbpdein, the title hy which we are to recognize Ally the younger, the Aift.tXit. 
•on of Irnaum llusseyne, was residing at Medeinah; and received frdin the A. 0.681. 
inhabitacjts a voluntary offer of their allegiance, which he prudently 
declined ; and immediaiely withdrawing from the city, fixed his abode at a Tabiy. 
place in the neighbourhood, called Serraia. 

Although considerably irritated by this revolt against his authority. Ye*- 
zeid with* a moderation, either real or affected, determined, before he pro¬ 
ceeded to extremities, to try the effect of lenient measures ; and for this 
purpose he dispatched Niauman the son of Beshir the ansaur alone to 
Medeiuah, to endeavour to recal the citizens to their allegiance; professing 
thiit he could not yet reconcile himself to the idea of exposing them to 
the indiscriminate vengeance of an enraged soldiery, whom he might 
otherwise be compelled to employ against them. He further instructed 
him, to acquaint Zeyne ul aubedein that he was not ignorant of the proof 
which he had recently given of his prudent forbearance. The mission of 
Niauman proved however unsuccessful, and Yezzeid was accordingly con¬ 
strained to use coercion. The person whom he selected to vindicate his 
insulted authority, on this occasion, was Mossellem or Mosslem the son 
of Auttebah or Aukkebah;'a warrior experienced in many an arduous 
conflict, but at this time far advanced in years, and labouring under indis¬ 
position. Him he directed to take ten thousand of his troops, and proceed 
against Medeinah ; but still preserving an appearance of modeiation, he 
charged him to the last, as he conducted him at the head of the troops to 
some distance from Damascus, not to proceed to hostilities until every len¬ 
ient measure had failed him; and finally to behave towards Ally the son of 
Hfisseyne with particular kindness and humanity. Having thus dispatched * 
the son of Auttebah, Yezzeid, the same day, on returning to his palace, 
wr«»te to Obaidiillah Zeiaud ; desiring him to march without delay against 
Abdullali Zobair, whose power at Mekkah was now becoming extremely 
formidable. But the zeal of Obaidullah had by this time been considerably 
iliiiiinished by disappoiutmenl. “ To what pass am I arrived,** said he on 
this occasion, “ that after butchering the children of the prophet, 1 should 
*• be now called upon to assail the temple and sanctuary of God •” lie 
thru wrote to Yezzeid in reply, that at present he was grievously indis¬ 
posed ; but that if, peradventure, ho should recover, and the euterprizc 



A.H.LXII. should Still be thought expedient, he would then carry his orders inCd' 
A.D. 681 . execution. 

Tarikh lit the mean time, Mosellem made his appeSrance before Medeiiiah; and 

Tebiy. having allowed the inhabitants an interval of three dajs to deliberate, he 

Bent at the expiration of that period, a person to treat with them. They 
Were however unalterably determined on hostility; and had already fixed 
upon a spot in the neighbouring Waudy uljinn, or desert of the genii, 
where they resolved to give him battle. Of this, intelligence was conveyed 
to the Syrian general, who accordingly prepared for the conflict. The 
garrison of Medeinah had been placed by Abdullah eben Hentelah under 
the directions of b'azzel the son of Abbas, in heroic valour not to be sur¬ 
passed by any man of the age. At the head of the troops thus entrusted 
to his discretion, this brave chief immediately fell with great impetuosity 
on the Syrians; and having thrown them into confusion, pursued them to 
the tents of their general, who appears to have been indebted for present 
safety to the fidelity of a slave: the faithful domestic having arrayed him¬ 
self in the habiliments of his lord, and in that guise presented himself to 
Fazzel, by whom he was cut in two; immediately proclaiming to his fol¬ 
lowers, in terms of triumph, that he had killed the general of the enemy. 
Recovering however from the surprise, and arming himself, Mosellem 
mounted his horse and hastened to undeceive him; announcing that he 
should find, perhaps to his cost, that he was still alive. Fazzel addressed 
himself upon this to make sure of his victim ; but received unexpectedly, 
from the sword of the aged veteran, so tremendous a stroke that he imme¬ 
diately fell dead from his horse. The Syrian troops became now the 
assailants in their turn, and repulsed the people of Medeinah with great 
slaughter, to the walls of the town. And the panic of defeat soon spread¬ 
ing through the city, Abdullah eben Hentelah rushed out of the gates on 
foot, in the hope of rallying the fugitives; while Mosellem directed his 
cavalry to dismount and combat also on foot, in order to be better prepared 
to take advantage of the confusion. A division of the men of Hemess or 
Emesa, all archers, had placed themselves at the head of the assailants; and 
each of the three sons of Abdullah eben Hentelah having been killed by 
their arrows, that chief declared his resolution not to outlive bis children ; 
and so rushing into the thickest of the enemy, speedily secured an honor¬ 
able termination to his sorrows. Mosellem and the troops of Damascus 



■ow entered the city, which imtncdiately becaine, and continued fortheapace A.H.LXnT> 
of three day# afterward*, the moat horrible scene of pillage and slaughter* A.D.68t.|. 
On the fourth day, Mosellem, from the tribunal of the Imaumut, announced 
that he had, for the present, suspended these dreadful outrages, in which six 
thousand of the principal inhabitants are said to have perished ;but that all such 
as declined to pledge their instant allegiance to his master, were still subject 
to execution. This was followed by the submission of the people in great' 
numbers; but many of the friends and companions of the prophet, had 
contrived to escape the slaughter, by flying into the mountains. This 
sanguinary event appears to have taken place in the year sixty-three, 
though Medeiiiah threw off the authority of Yezzeid the year before. 

And the day on which the city was captured on this occasion is said to 
have been further remarkable for the birth of Mahommed the son of Allv, 
son of Abdullah Abbas: the father of Abiil Abbas us Sufiauh, and Abfl 
Jaufler ul MunsAr, the two first Khajifsof the house of Abbas.' 

About the commencement of the year sixty-four, Mosellem, who had A.H LXiV. 
obtained the appellation of MAserruf, the lavislier of noble blood, from the ****• 
carnage which he had promoted in the capture of Medeinali, received 
orders from Yezzeid to proceed next to the reduction of Mekkah ; where 
the power of Abdullah Zobair was such as to have occasioned considerable 
alarm to his governmimt. Though he still laboured under the effects of 
an indisposition which continued to gain ground upon him, Mosellem, 
leaving a deputy to provide for the security of Medeinah, conducted his 
troops towards Mckkuh. Hut on his arrival within three stages of that' 
city, his constitution yielding to the violence of disease, he was constrained 
to resign the command, in conformity to the instructions with which he 
had been originally furnished, to Uusseyne the son of Temeir, and expired 
the following day. In a short time afterwards, his successor, at the head 
of his troops, appeared before the gates of Mekkah; where the authority of 
Abdullah Zobair had been now long since permanently established, and 
where that prince had been joined by numbers of those who had escaped . 
the slaughter at Medeinah. Disdaining to shut himself up within the 
walls, and urging the expediency of hurrassing the invaders with perpetual 
alarms, he led his army immediately to the attack of the enemy; but his 
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AtH.LXlV. brother Mftnzer the son of Zobair, having fallen early in the action which 
A D.683. took place on this occasion, the people of Mekkah were thrown into con- 
' Tarikh fusion; and Abdullah, after sustaining considerable loss, was reluctantly 
Tabry. compelled to withdraw into the city, which was then on all sides closely 
invested by the Syrians. 

The besiegers now proceeded to plant their warlike machines in order 
to destroy the defences, and otherwise annoy the inhabitants of the town ; 
not sparing even the sacred temple of the Kaauhah, of which several pillars 
were demolished by the stones which were driven from a maojeneik, or 
catapulta, which played in that direction: and the infidel who directed 
the machine having caused naphtha to be discharged against the sacred 
edifice, the canopy, or silken, or linen veil, which covered the sanctuary, 
was set on fire, and consumed to ashes. This act of sacrilegious impiety 
was not however suffered to escape without punishment. A violent gust' 
of wind arose from one of the mountains the day following, and having 
enveloped the engine and all that surrounded it in flames, the w'hole of 
those who had been employed in working tlie ropes of it, to the number of 
twenty-five persons, were instantly burnt to death. And as if the mani<^ 
festatiou of divine vengeance had not been thus rendered sufficiently 
conspicuous, the very same day on which the accident occurred before 
Mekkah, wassigiializi-d by the death of Yezzeid. Not a little terrified by 
an occurrence, which was calculated to operate so powerfully on supersti¬ 
tious minds, the Syrians withdrew from their works, declaring that they 
had not the audacity to offer any further injury to the temple of God ; and 
from that moment discontinued hostilities; dispatching to acquaint Yezzeid 
with the state of things, and particularly with the aweful circumstance 
which had produced the destruction of their machines, • But when mattera 
had remained in this situation for acme days longer, a messenger front 
Abdullah Zobair came to demand of the Syrian general, what object he 
proposeil to himself in cimtinuiug the siege of Mekkah > since Vezzeid 
was no longer alive, and the people of Damascus had acknowledged the 
authority of his son Mauweiah. To tliis Hfisseyne replied, that if the 
intelligence which he had conveyed to him was true, the son of Yezzeid 
was not to him of such importance as to require any consideration^ 
** Come with me,’* said he, in the message wdich he aJ iress^*:! to Abdul 
iah Zobair on the occasion, “ and we will put thee iii possessiou of the 
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V empire of the world.** Abdullah refusing however to trust his person A.tt.LXIV. 
without the gat^s of Mekkah, and Uusseyne Temeir despairing of those A. D. 663* 
advantages from the proposal, with which he had probably flattered himself, Tatikh 
departed with the troops, on his return into Syria, after having lain before fsbrjr. 
the sacred city, from the. beginning offthe month of Sufler to the end of the 
last Rebbeia, of the year sixty-four. 

The death of the Khalif Yezzeid took place on the fourteenth of the Kholsussut- 
former month of Rebbeia,* of the year sixty-four, at How&rein, a town ul-akhbaar, 
some distance north east of Damascus, at the age of thirty-nine, and after 
a short and turbulent reign of three years and eight or nine months. He- 
received tlie familiar appellative of Abh Khaled; and the same person that 
oflieiated as vezzeir to his father, Serjoiin a (ireek, appears to have held 
under him the office of secretary, -lie had in all thirteen sons, whose 
names are givim at length, but on this subject the compiler of the Tarikh 
guzeidah has paused, to awaken in the mind of bis reader the following 
reflections. It may afford perhaps a stiiking example of that retribution, 
which even in this life is some times allotted to the wicked, that of an 
offspring so numerous, scarce a vestige or memorial has remained, to evince 
to the world that such ever existed ; but even if the names of any of them 
should chance to he. repeated,- it is never without an attestation of scorn 
and execration : while thousands of thousands, on the other hand, of the 
race of Uusseyne, who left one only son, Zeyne ul aiibhedein, are existing 
at this day. God Almighty having blessed the stock of the Seyeds, and 
exterminated that of Yezzeid, as an example to mankind that the end of 
evil can never be prosperous. Events are in the bosom of fiiliiriiy, and he 
alone who coritrouls can disclose the nature of them. We have only to 
pray that he will direct the instruments of his power to the right road, and 
in exclusion to every earthly consideration, implant in iheir hearts the 
love of virtue and true religion. 

Mauweiah the second, the son of Yezzeid, third Khalif of the house Tarikk 
of Ommeyali. When Yezzeid became, in the language of the original, Tebiy. 
enrolled amotig the dignitaries of the uifernal regions, the people of Damas¬ 
cus proceeded in conformity to the will of the father, to pledge their 
allegiance to Mauweiah; the best qualified by his capacity, though not the 

* November 9tb, A. D. 689. 
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A.H.I.XIV. hy Wrth, of the sons of the deceased monarch. But at the expiratio* 
A. 1). <'03 of a few days, having assembled the people together at the principal mos- 
Kholaussiit- *1“*' o* capital, Mauweiah unexpectedly addressed them to the following 
|d.akhbaur. purj>ort. “ Conscious of my inability to accpiit myself of the arduous 
** duties of the Khelaufut, it was my first intention, after the example of 
” Abh Uukker when he appointed Omar, to designate some person to be 
** your Khalif; but I sought in vain for such a man as Omar. My next 
** design was like the latter, to devolve the clioice upon a conclave of 
** electors ; but from this L was also dissuaded by the same mortifying 
“ rrilectioii of the general incapacity of mankind. Now therefore, as you 
** ought to be the most competent judges in your own affairs, it rests with 
** you to seat on the throne of the monarchy, that person whom, in your dis> 
“ cretion, you may think best qualified for the station.” To this the 
Syrians replied, with much solicitude and earnestness, that they woukl 
most willingly submit to the authority ef siiy one he chose to nominate. 
On which, Mauweiah demanded, in a tone of displeasure, with wha| 
species of justice they could require of him to make himself responsible 
fur the guilt, who had never tasted the advantages of sovereign power. 
He abdicated the govtwnment from that day, totally secluding himself from 
all intercourse with society. He did not, however, survive his father more 
than forty days, or three months at the utmost; dying at the premature age 
of twenty-three, and being recorded as the 6rst monarch of Isslam, wlio 
succeeded to sovereign authority at so early a period of life. The appel¬ 
lation of AbCl Leyly, which was conferred upon hint after his accession to 
the Khelaufut, and by which the Arabs would designate the imbecile, or 
cfieininate, seems to attest that his character was not calculated to inspire 
much esteem from his contemporaries. 

Merwaun the first, fourth Khalif of the house of Ommeyah. Tliis 
prince, whose exaltation appears to have come rather unexpectedly upon 
him, was married to one of the daughters of the Khalif Othman ;aiuj traced 
his descent from Ommeyah through the following gradations. Merwaim 
MzitwAUN, Hukkem, son of LM Auss, son of Ommeyah, son of Abdnsshems. 

IVth of the Repairing to Damascus, soon after the demise of the ephenaeral monarch 
house of whom wc have just consigned to the cabinet of oblivion, he found the 
Ommeyah. ja,js separated into two parties; the one in favor of Khaled the son of Yez- 

zeid, at this period a youth of sixteen, and the other declaring for Abdullah 
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Zobair. HAmeyne ihe son of Temmeir was also returned about this time A.I1.LXIV. 
from the siege of Mi;kkah, and exerted bis influence in favor of Khaled ; A. D. 684. 
asssuring the people of Damascus that the son of Zobair set but little Tarikh 
value on their suflrages, since ail that he could urge on the subject was not Tebiy, 
sufficient to prevail upon that haughty chief to appear among them* 

Merivaun however, who as yet had not indulged a thought of his own 
elevation, became a strenuous advocate for the claims of Abdullah Zobair; 
whom he warmly recommended to the choice of the Syrians, not only in 
consideration of his mature years and judgment, but of his consanguinity 
with the founder of their religum. And he was upon this about to depart 
for Mekkah, to join the of Zobair, when Obaidullah Zeiaud arrived 
from Kassorali, having been expelled from his government by the inhabi¬ 
tants of that citv. 

It has lieei) already seen that, ill-digesting the refusal of Yezzeid to gratify 
his overweening ambition with the government ofKhorassaun, this chief un¬ 
der the pretext of illness, had eluded the orders which had been conveyed to 
him, to proceed against Mekkah; on which occasion he was told from 
Yezzeid, that when he massacred ilusseyne and the children of the pro¬ 
phet, he availed himself of none of these excuses: but now forsooth, when 
directed to attack the son ofZobair, he was not ashamed to urge the flimsy 
plea of illness. And accordingly, if death had not anticipated liisdesigDi 
that prince had resolved on the first opportunity to divest him of the pro¬ 
vince of Irak. These circumstances, from a zealous advocate, had 
converted Obaidullah into the determined enemy ot Yezzeid ; and it is 
thereiure not extraordinary that on his arrival at Damascus on the present 
occasion, he should have decided against the interests of Khaled; and 
secretly resolved to promote the advancement of Mt^rwaun, or indeed of 
any other person who seemed likely to be instijuiDQptai to the gratification 
of his revenge. With him therefore he sought-nnitMs arrival an early inter¬ 
view; “1 have heard,” said he, when they met, “ that thou hast it in con- 
*’■ teiuplaiiuii to proceed to Mekkah, to bestow thine allegiance on Abdullah. 

“ Zobair. “ 'I'o whom then can 1 olFer it,” replied Merwaun, “ since 
“ Khaled is such a stripling >” “There is no one so proper as thyself, 
rejoined Obaidullah. “ Thou art disposed to make a jest of me,” said 
Merwaun. “ Not so, by God,”answered Obaidullah \ and he produced aucb 
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A.H.LXnr. convincing reaaons in support of his argument, that Merwaiin was pre- 
A. D. 684, vailed upon, without much further difticulty, to accede to his design. 

Tarikh whole of Syria appears at this period to have been entirely under 

Tabiy. the influence of three powerful chieftains; Niauman the son of Beshir the 
anssur, who was governor of Emesa ; Zr»hauk the son of Keyss, who pre¬ 
sided in Damascus; and VVi\cil the son of lJussaim in Palestine; the two 
former having espoused the interests of Abdullah Zobair, and the latter 
tiiosc of Khaled the son of Yezzeid, who resided under his protection. 'In 
order however to determine on which of these two princes the succession 
was to devolve, the people of Damascus met, as usual on all solemn occa¬ 
sions, at their principal mosrpie, where they w'erc addressed from the 
pulpit of the linaiiinut hy their governor; who, in a discourse in which he 
thought proper to convey some severe reflet^tions on iht' character of Yr^z- 
^cid, claimed their allegiance for the son of Zob.ur. The young Khaled, 
wlio was also present in the assembly, immediately anise to vindicate hia 
father’s memory against these aspersions; and he appealed to the judgment of 
the people, whether this was an honorable return for the benefits wliieh 
that prince was well known to have bestowed upon tlieman, who had thus 
stood forward as his calumniator. Waleid the son of Anttebah, and two 
other military chieftains who joined him,' now took up the debate; and 
addressing themselves to Zohauk, fiercely demanded if his gratitude for 
the favors which he had so liberally experienced from Yezzeid, was to he 
evinced in no other shape, than by requiring the sutf'iages of the people 
against his son ; and in favor of the son of Zobair, that unprincipled hypoc¬ 
rite who had suborned the wretched inhabitants of Kufah to the imnderof 
the injured Othman. The Khelaufut they said ought not to depart from 
the house of Ommeyah, and the right of Khaled to succeed his father 
they contended to bddndi^putable. In this they wen* however as strenu¬ 
ously opposed, on the “^khlir hand, by Amru the son of Zeid ; who urged in 
support of Abdullah Zobair, that, as the nearest of kin to the prophet, ua 
the older and wiser man, and more especially as the head and patron of the 
illustrious tribe of the Koraish, he possessed the most incontrovertible 
claims to the succession. For him, therefore, in concurrence with the 
opinion of their governor, he bespoke the allegiance of the people of 
Damascus I and with the greater coufidence, since it was snfhcientiy ascer¬ 
tained, that the authority of the son of Zobair was already acknowledged 
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. not only in the cities of KAfah, Mekkah, and Medein^, but throughout A.H.LXIV. 
Irdk and Yemen, to the remoter cities of the west. A. D. 684. 

. Emboldened by this support, Zohauk conceived, rather prematurely, 
that he might venture to give orders, that the son of Aiittebah and his Tdbiy. 
two associates might be put to de4th ; when, in an instant, the mosque 
became a scene of confusion and uproar, the contending parties coming 
immediately to blows; andZuhauk, being himself assailed with stones from 
every side, found it necessary to quit the assembly, and secure himself 
in the best manner he could within the walls of his palace. While Kha- 
led hastened, during the confusion, to the gates of the public prison, which 
he immediately broke open, for the purpose of liberating the prisoners and 
adding to the mischief. All this time Merwaun and Obaidullah Zeiaud 
remained quiet spectators in an obscure corner of the mosque ; Obaidullah 
observing to Ins companion, that when the tumult had done its work, 
theirs would besrin. 'I'be commotion did not however subside for the 
whole of that day ; and at night Zohauk and his foliuwera made the best of 
their way out of Damascus, and posted, without halting, to the station of 
Merjeraumet, which they reached the ensuing morning. The inhabitants 
of Damascus now again assembled, and came to a resolution that the sue* 
cession should not be suffered to depart from the house of Ommeyah. On 
which the son of Zeiaud demanded, what further they proposed to say ? and 
was answered, that tlie people of Damascus were disposed to concur in 
whatever he himself thought fit to pronoimce. “ If then it rests on my 
“decision,” replied Obaidullah, “ Merwaun the son of Ul Nukkem is the 
“ best qualified to be your sovereign.” To this they signified their im¬ 
mediate assent, and the Klielaufut was unanimously decreed to Merwaun; 
to whom they proceeded on the spot to pledge their allegiance, as tlia 
supreme and absolute monarch of issISm, which, from this date, he may 
accordingly be considered. 

W hen this unexpected event became known to Zohauk and his associ¬ 
ates, now assembling at Merjeraumet, that chief entered upon the most 
foriiiiUable prt parations, in order to defeat an arrangement to which he 
declared a resolution, while he had life, never to dccede. The most 
pressing applications for troops were dispatched to the different towns in 
Jnyna which had declared for Abdullah Zobnir ; and that prince Was 
biUiseJf buiicitcd fur succois in a contest, in which nothing less was to 



A.M.LXIV. decided than hia own claims to the empire of the world. At the samI 
A* P* time, while a numerous force was collecting from ail quarters round the 
■rikh standard of Zohauk, Merwaun was not, on his part, inattentive to the 

Tebiy* means of supporting his authority. He conferred on Obaidullah Zeiaud 

the appointment of lieutenant general, and sent him shortly afterwards, 
at the head of a powerful army, towards Merjcraumet. A desperate con¬ 
flict ensired, in which the fortune of Merwaun and the superior talents of 
his general prevailing, the troops of %ohauk wr're defeated with great 
slaughter, and he himself killed; while the fugitives dispersing in ail 
directions, filled tho cities into which they fled for slieller, with dissension 
and alarm. Niauman was compelled to (ly from Heiness, in which he had 
probably sought protection after th^ battle, but was soon overtaken and 
put to death by his pursuers. The victory was decisive of the supremacy 
of Merwaun, whose officers were now put in possession of all Syria; and 
having thus permanently established his authority at Damascus, that 
prince proceeded next, in person, into Kgypt, which bad long since sub¬ 
mitted to Abdullah Zobair. But, the fieutenant of the latter disappearing 
at hia approach, Merwaun was suffered to take possession of the province 
with little Opposition. After about a month's residence on the banks of the 
Kile, and entrusting that fertile province to the management of his kins¬ 
man Omar the son of Sauid, Merwaun returned again to Damascus ; of 
which he assigned the nominal government to Khaled the son of Yezzeid, 
whose views on the tiara of the Khalifs had, on the very verge of posses¬ 
sion, been by him thus unexpectedly frustrated. 

4Cholausiut- By the original intention of Merwaun however, this young prince 
ul-aUitnur. appeals to have been designed for the government of Hemess, but from that 
he receded on the persuasion of Obaidullah Zeiaud; and from a consideration 
of the impolicy of consigning an inexperienced youth to the snares and 
seductions of the disaffected and turbulent. By nominating him therefore 
fo the government of Damascus, his object was more immediately to keep 
him under his own eye; but in order to divest him of every possible 
motive to be troublesome to his authority, he was further advised, by 
mariying his mother the widow of Yezzeid, to adopt the disappointed 
Khaled into the more intimate relations of his own family. To which, 
in ZD evil hour, Merwaun was induced to agree. He united himself to the 



dowtt[er princeii, ind proceeded to exercise the functions of the Khelsu* A.H.LXlt« 
fui ill the entire pleiiiuiue ol Huthc>rity» A. D. 614, 

Tiie reader will not have forgotteii) that after inviting him from his KbolattHutt 
saored retreat at Meickabi to take posnession of a monarch;^) » majority of '*i^hhaar. 
the people of KQhih had auffiTed themselves to be deterred by their 
cowardly fears of Obaiduliah Zeiaud, not only from assisting the unfortunate 
aiui martyred Ui^sscyne in the hour of distress and danger, but had been 
driven, many of them, to the baseness of appearing in the ranks of hig 
asaailaiita. Many days had not, however, succeeded to that deplored 
event, before tliey were smitten with a sense of their pusillanimous con¬ 
duct 111 all its deformity; and they did not fail to congratulate each other, 
on the load of infamy with which they had covered themselves in this 
world, and the eternity of punishment which awaited them in tiic next, 
for having betrayed and abandoned the grandson of their prophet, to the 
mercy of Ins riitliless destroyers. But, as far as it was now possible, to 
relieve themselves from the painful stigma, it was early determined to 
enter into an association to avenge the blood of him, that, in life, they had 
so b isi ly abandoneil; and to raise the son to the dignity which they had 
destined for the father : and in order to promote the execution of the 
design at a proper period, the preliminary measures were entrusted to the 
discretion of five principal leaders, ofwiiom Sfiliman the son of Surred, of 
the trihe of Khozznt, ultimately became the chief. An interval of four 
years was, however, consumed in bringing their plans to maturity: during 
whifdi, the agenis ot Sftliman were employed to engage the people to join 
the standard of the Sheiahs in every rjuarter of Irak. 

Nevertheless, when he marched out of Kafah, in the month of Mohiir- AH.LXV. 
rim of the year sixty-five, and encamped at Nokheilah, Sulimaii found A.U.6’84. 
that instead of one hundred thousand men, of whom he had received the 
assurance, not more than ten thousand had been induced to make good 
their engagement. Tins scandalous failure produced, not without reason, 
a considerable degree of resentment in the mind of Sfiliman ; but he was 
perhaps too far advanced in the enterprize now to recede. It required, 
however, some delihenilion to determine, where, and against whom, they 
they should commence hostilities ; some of his associates proposed, that as 
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A.H.LXV. Omar the son of SaucI, and the greater part of HusseyneV murderers^ ' 
A- U.()84. were still to be found in the city of Kufah, the career of vengeance should 
Kholaukiiut- be opened at that place: while others contended, that the presiding prin- 
ul-akbbaur. ciple of the mischief, Obaiduilah Ztiiaud, whose abode was at Damascus, 
should be the first object of attack; and the latter falling in with his 
own opinion, Suliman put hi^troops in motion accordingly in the direction 
of Syria, along the course of the Euphrates upwards. In the mean timet 
a person was employed by Abdullah the son of Zeid, who governed at 
Kfifah on the part of Abdullah Zobair, to dissuade Sfiliman from an enter- 
prize, ill which, with numbers so disproportionate, he would find himself 
opposed by an army of two hundred thousand soldiers inured to war; or to 
induce him to suspend his further progress, at least, until joined by the 
reinforcements on their march from Abdullah Zobair; when it would be 
in their power, with accumulated and united stiength, to prosecute the 
design against the common enemy. But these prudential counsels pro¬ 
duced no impression on the mind of Sfilitpan ; who, after a solemn and 
mournful procession at the head of his troops, to implore forgiveness for 
tlieir infamous dereliction, at the grave of Hhsscyne and his martyred com« 
panions at Kerbela, advanced by successive stages to Kerkeiah, or 
Kerkessiali,* of which the gates were, by the governor Kerrcin ul Hareth, 
secured against him. On a premier explanation of his views, he received, 
however, from the latter, a gratuitous and liberal supply of every kind ; 
together with information, that Merwaun w'as dead, and had been succeeded 
by his son Abdulmcick, by wjhose directions a formidable army was now 
on its march to ojipose him, under Obaiduilah Z<‘iaud. 

These circumstances, together with some further friendly admonition 
from the governor of Kerkessiab, combined to hasten the departure of 
Shliman; who now advanced with the utmost expedition to Ayii ul werda, 
which he placed in the rear of his army, and in that position awaited the. 
approach of the enemy. But obtaining intelligence that a detachment of 
the Syrians, under the command of Seijil the son of Zulkellaugh, waa 
arrived within one stage of Ins encampment, he determined on an attempt 
to surprise that coinmaudur; smd Mosseyb the son of Yaheiah marching^ 
accnidingly under cover of the night, caipe unexpectedly upon the 
enemy one morning at break of day ; and succeeding to the utmost of his 
hopes, returned without loss to the camp of his general. This prosperous 

*. ’Hie ancient Circeuuia, 



427 

1[>eg)nning was not, howevdr, destined to produce any thing permanently a.RLX^. 
favorable to ilie views of ihe insurgents. Very shortly afterwards, Hfts- A.D.684. 
'Seyiie the sun of Femcir, one of Obaidullah Zoiaud’s lieutenants, appeared Kholaussut- 
before their position, at the head of a superior force ; with which, under ul-akhb««r. 
many disadvantages, they continued with undaunted resolution to main¬ 
tain an unequal conflict fot three successive days. But as the enemy 
continued to be supplied with daily reinforcements of fresh troops; and 
Sfliiman, with most of their principal officers, having fallen by the con¬ 
clusion of the third day, the Sliciahs, now reduced to two thousand, began 
to exhibit the ordinary symptoms of discouragement: when UcfTitia the 
son of Shedaud, to whom-, by the Appointment of Sulimaii, the command 
had devolved on the death of his associates, availing himself of the obscu¬ 
rity of the fourth night, hastily Withdrew to save the remnant of the 
slaughter; with whom he iiilimately made good his retreat toKdfah. 

It would now appear that, at the period of his accession to the Kbelau- 
fut, Merwaun liad entered into some kind of engagement with llussaun 
the son of M.ilek, the governor of the territories on the Orden, or river 
Jordan, by which it was stipulated, that at his decease, the succession 
should revert, to the prejudice of his own offspring, to Khaied the son of 
Yezzeidt But he no sooner perceived that his authority wore every 
appearance of becoming permanent, than the secret purposes of his 
hi'art began to disclose themselves ( and having, by a liberal distribution 
of his favors, succeedeil in depriving Khaied of the attachment oflJussaun 
and his other friends, he expericnc4?d but little difficulty in securing their 
allegiance for Abduliiielek, whom he proposed for his successor. And this 
point established, he conceived it no longer necessary to preserve appearances 
witli the son ofYeZ^.eid ; whom he did not scruple henceforward to insult 
and irritate on every occasion. But proceeding one day to entertain the 
young prince w ith observations which severely reflected on the character of 
bis mother, Khaied flew to apprize her of what he had been thus insultingly, 
condemned to hear; and she came to an immediate resolution, to adopt the 
most summary and eflcctuai method of vindicating both his wrongs and 
her own. This she is said to have accomplished by the following 
Ineans: she embraced the first opportunity that offered^ while her hu^wnd 
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A. H. LXV. abloep in her apartments, to cover his face with a pillow, anti 

A. D. (>8t. seating herself above, thus pressed upon him until he was smothered to 
khoiaussut- ’.after which she called out to the attendants, that the Khalif had died 
ul-akhbaur. suddenly; a circumstance, if he had attained to the age of eighty-one, 
that might, without great improbubility have occurred. According 
to others, ho was not more than sixty-one. 

This event is stated to have taken place in the month of Ilamzaun, of the 
year sixty-five;* when Merwaun had been in possession of the goveenmeni, 
either ten months, as recorded by some historians, or a year and three 
months, as would appear from the statement of others. Of his father, U1 
llukkeni, we are informed, that he did not become a convert to isslam 
until the conquest ofMekkah ; and that having incurred the displt-asme of 
tile prophet, he was at a subsequent period, together with all his faituly 
expelled from Mcdeinah, and c;(>iitiiiucd m baiitslunent until the reigu of 
Ulhman ; by whom, from a blameahle partiality to tiis relatives, as we 
have already seen, to bis own ruin, they were recalled. Wo are furlher 
told, that when he was disposed to treat him roproachfuliy, the f.ahcr of 
Itlorwaun would salute him with the appellation uflleniiu ui iCern ka ; the 
latter being the name of his grandmother ; a woman of infamous character^ 
who, pr<‘vioua to her iniiou with Ahi ul Auss, gave lodging t(» licentious 
females, and announced her occupation to the public, by exhibiting a flag 
at the top of the house. And it lastly remains to state, that the Khalif 
Merwaun left four sous ; AbdulmeK k, Mahommed, llesher, and Ahdnlaz- 
ziz, of whom, the former succeeded to his father; and in the processor tune 
and circumstances, extended his authority to the whoL,e of the Ma.hom<t 
mcdaii world. 


* Aj^iril,. A. D. 63$. 



CHAP. XIII. 


C 'lONriNED to the limits of Syria and Palestine, the sovereignty of the A H.LXV, 
^ house of Oinmeyah descended without opposition to Addulmelek, A. D. ties.- 
through the previous arrangements of his father; but beyond those limits Kholsussuu 
the whole territory of Issliun appears at the death of Merwaun to have uUakbbtur* 
been either subject to the authority of Abdullah Zobair, or those who in 
some sha|)C or other v^ere dispr)sed to favor his ascendancy. There existed 
lioviever a formidable body of insurgents in Parss and Knrmaun, which seems 
for a long time to have set at equal defiance, the party of the Shuiahs* 
and the adherents of the house ofOmmeyab. These insurgents w'ere 
originally composed of a number of the inhabitants of Bassorali, who raised 
tlie standard of independence as far back as the Klielaufut of Yexzeid ; and 
establishing themselves about Ahfiauz and the adjoining territory, obtained 
the appellatir)!! of Azaureka or Azrekites, from Nuuflja the son of Azrek, 
whom they choje for their leader. Having rendered themselves already Abdulmel- 
formidable, by defeating a body of two thousand horse, detached against ek, Vth 
them by Obaidullah Z^'iaud, they acquired, on the death Yezzeid, of the house 
additional strength and reputation, by two successive victories over the ^ 
troops further employed against them, by the government of Bassorah. So 
that, alarmed by repeated discomfiture, the denizens of that place were at 
last constrained to apply to Abdullah Zobair, for a general by whose assist¬ 
ance they might be able to combat with the insurgeHts with a better 
chance of success, in compliance with thi.s application, Harcth the son 
of Abdullah the MekhzCimiie, was iminediattly deputed to preside over 
Bassorah; though the conduct of the war against the Azaureka was 
entrusted by that chief, on his arrival at the scat of his government, to 
Mohilleb the son of Abi Scifirah, one of the principal feodatories of the 
province of KhorassaiiII; through whose talents and activity, after Naufiia 
greater part of their leaders had fallen in a seriesof obstinate conflicts, 
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A.Y!.LXV. the insurgents were ultimately subdued. But this is, at the same tiiAe, 
A» D. 685. acknowledged to have furnished considerable employment, during mucb» 
Kho1suKsiit> if not the greater part, of the disputed reign of Abdulmclek, and Abdullah 
ul-akhbaur. Zobair. 

But tlmt ivhich seemed for a long time to Threaten the most exton- 
?;iveand important consequences, was the insurrection produced at Kufah, 
under the influence of the celebrated -Mokhtnur. This distins^uishod 
chieftain was the son of that Abu Obaidah ben Mhssaoud, who perished in 
the discomfiture of the bridge; as was formerly related among the events 
which immediately preceded the memorable and fatal battle of Kadsiaii. 
Surpassing his compeers in intellectual, and every other endowment, the 
ambition of power became early implanted in the bosom of Mokhtnur ; and 
’at the same time that Suliman Sferred was employed in exciting the people 
of Kufah to rise against the executioners of I lusseyuc. Ire was not less 
actively engaged in promoting the cause of discord and hostility ; alleging 
that he was possessed of the coinmauds of Mahnmnied llaneifah, authorize 
ing him to vindicate the sacred rights of his family, so cruelly violated in 
the person of his brother on the desert ofKeriiLla. 

When lleffaia and the fugiti\TS from Ayn iil words, reached Kufahi 
Tarikh JMokhtaur was brooding over his ambitious projects in the solitude of a 
Xebry. pfjson ; from whicli he wrote to condole with the party on the recent disas¬ 
ter, and to assure them, that if he lived to be enlarged from his present 
duresse, the death of li\lsseyne should not be unrevenged ; that as mucii 
blood should yet flow for thot guilty transaction, as was shot! among the 
•children of Israil,* by Bukhtenasser, for the murder of John the Baptist, 
The hopes of the insurgents were thus reanimated ; they rejoiced that 
there still existed one man, on whose zeal and talents they could tely for 
tlic prosecution of their just revenge; and lleffaia, with several of his 
'associates, obtaining access to the prison of Mokhtaur, immediately proposed 
to raise a disturbance in the town, during which, they might seize an op* 
portunity to set him at lai^e. To this, however, be objected ; alleging, that 
iie did not despair of procuring his liberty, without having recourse to any 

* Tlie vulgar tradition is, that seventy thousand Jews were massacred at Jerusalem, by 
Serftzadan, the general of Goderz, one of the raced the Arsacides who reigned on the 
Tigris, for the murder of John the Baptist. An expiatioii, whidi, Igr mistake, is here 
Mcribed to Nsbuchadoezear. 
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netins of premature violence. And this indeed he shortly afterwards A.H.LXr. 
appears to have accomplished, by taking an oath, that he should confine A. D.685. 
himself to his own house: in which state he was not precluded from Tsrikh 
receiving the visits of the insurgents, who repaired to him as often as it Tebiy. 
was necessary, in private, to concert with him their plans of revolution 
and revenge. 

The power of Mokhtaur was thus secretly gaining ground, when, early 
in the year sixty-six, his designs were discovered to Abdullah Zobair; who 
was urged to prevent the mischief, liy immediately securing his person. 

Of this prudent predaution, he neglected, however, to avail himself; suffer* 
ing Mokhtaur to elude the summons which he had sent hhn to appear in 
his presence, by a vague pretext of illness. In the mean time the conspi* 
rators were called together by Mokhtaur, and stimulated to an immediate 
commcncoincnt of hostilities; to which he stated the necessity of proceed* 
ing the very next day, by putting the governor to death, and making. 
llu'insclves masters of the town. At such a crisis, they required a further 
delay of one week, in order, as they said, to adjust their arms, and warn 
those of their intentions, who were engaged to join them: though the 
real object appears to have been, to ascertain how far Mokhtaur was 
warranted in his representation, that his proceedings were sanctioned by the 
name and authority of Mahoinmed Haneifah ; on whom he had thought 
proper to bestow the title of Mehedy. And for this purpose a deputation 
was accordingly dispatched to Mcdeinah; where they learnt from the son of 
Haneifah in reply, that it was the duty of every Mi^ssulman to avenge the 
blood of Hhss^’ync: although be forbore to explain whether the proceedings 
of Mokhtaur were, or were not, authorized by his instructions. 

As he had some reason to apprehend, that his proceedings would have 
been expressly disavowed by Mahommed Haneifah, the ambiguity of this 
re|)ly was such as to afford considerable satisfaction to Mokhtaur; who 
took advantage of it to assume, with his accomplices, a tone of greater' 
confidence; insisting that, as their scruples were thus entirely removed^ 
there could now exist no possible plea for further procrastination. The 
cons] )irators, though they gave him every assurance of a disposition to 
submit his orders, suggested, notwithstanding, that the concurrence of 
Ibrauhim, iffe sou of the loyal and intrepid Malek Ashtur, was, from hia 
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A.H.LXVT. extensive influence at Kflfah, still necessary to ensure success to the (fesign* 
A.D. ()B£. To that chieftain, a message was therefore duspatchcd by Mtikhiauri 
Tsrlkh inviting him, as the heir of his father’s distiiiguiKhed attachment to tiia 
Ttbryi house of Ally, to join in the asauriaiion which was iorniing to avenge the 
massacre of his family. Ibrauhim was prevailed upon without inneli 
diflienity to enpage in the enterprize, Init cxpresslv stipulated that he should 
hiniHclf he placed at the head of the association ; to uliirii it was objected, 
that the first place had hcen necessarily assigned to .Maiioinined llaneifah j 
that Mokhtaiir had been by liim nominated to the post of lieutenant 
general ; and iii that ebaractei, acknov\ ieiiged by all ciigagi d in tlio design. 
Ibr>inliiin desired the messenger to quit tiiin for the present, as he wished 
to reflect further in the husniess before he came to a decision. 

Ihider these circnmstaiiees, Mokhtanr deterniiiu'd to seek a personal 
interview with Ihrauliim, and for that pnrposi' prncet’ikd iinincdiately to 
his house, accompanied by fifteen of those who had assembled to promote 
the onterprize. Very honorably received by Ilinuiliim, he produced a 
letter purporting to be dictatf^d by M.ihomtned 1 lancifah, and addressed 
to that chief; in which it was annouiKvd that Moklitaur had been 
formally depultd to Kufah, under the authority of the son of llaneifah; 
that as the son of him who had given such frequent and splendid proofs of 
his attachment to the cause of Ally, it wasexpe-efed that he would cheer¬ 
fully recognize the liciiteiiantof Ins Imanm; and finally that Ibrauhim was 
invested with the government of all he should acquire hy conquest, 
beyond the Syrian frontier: all which, he called upon God to witness. 
Ibrauhim demanded, if any of those present were tiisposetl to bear u itness 
to these deciarations; when the whole of the fifteen persons who had 
accompanied Mokhtanr, very readily attested the truth of them. On 
this, without further hesitation, Ibrauhim quitted the litter on which he 
was seated by the side of Mokhtanr, and on his knees pledged obedience 
to his authority. On the following day it was finally dcteriniiied between 
them, that the insurrection should explode on the night of one <»f the Thurs¬ 
days in the middle of the first month of llabbeia, of the year sixty-six.* 

The whole of the design had, however, been nearly disconcerted by the 
vigilance of Ayauss, the captain of the governor of Kufah's guards; by 
whose suggestions a detachment of five hundred men, was posted in each 
of the seven Mohellahs, or wards, into which the city was divided ; with 
orders, on the first alarm, to repair to the spot where it should arise; and to 

* October SOth, A. D. 685. 



pnn!<;h whh instant death any movement which appeared to indicate the A.H.lXVl* 
crisis of the insurrection. In consequence of this, when Ibraubim the son A.P.6as. 
ofMalek Ashtur, on the night appointed, placed himself at the head of Tsrikk 
those of the insurgents who had assembled before his house, one of the first Tsbty. 
objects that met his view was the same Ayauss approaching with one of 
his divisions, evidently dispossd tu interrupt theSe hostile proceedings* 

Blit Ibrauhim having fortunately pierced their leader through the belly 
with an arrow, his followers immediately dispersed ; and the sonof Malek 
Ashtur hastened to the dwelling of Mokliiaur, by whom he was now 
6[)eedily joined ; the insurgents also assembling from all quarters beneath 
the standard of their ebief. As the disadvantage under W'hich they 
laboured, from the precautions of the established government, Was already 
suHieiently striking, Ibrauhim lost no time to propcjse to bis collegue, that 
he inigbt be suOeicd to traverse the diflerent quarters of the town with his 
party, in order to favor the appearance of the insuigents; who were other¬ 
wise exposed to the danger of being cut to pieces, before they were in 
sufiicient strength to defend themselves. This was acceded to without 
hehitation ; and Ibrauhim, at the head of his followers, passing through the 
several streets, «;nve to the numbers who were engaged in the design, an 
opportunity of joining their associates, without the hazard of destruction in 
detail: and having overcome ail resistance, returned with a considerable 
augmentation of force to the aid of Mokhtaur, whom he now found before 
the gates of the palace, opposed to the troops of the enemy. These were 
immediately attacked by Ibrauhim in the rear, and dispersed with little 
difficulty. Abdullah Muticia continued, nevertheless, to maintain his post 
at the gates of the palace, with very superior numbers, until day broke, and 
discovered to the insurgents, that their whole force did not yet amount to 
more than eighteen hundred men. With these, however, Mokhtaur 
declared himself confident of success, in the prosecution of what he con¬ 
sidered so just; but conceiving it, at the same time, immediately necessary 
to withdraw from the town, he proceeded without further delay to carry 
that measure into execution. 

The retreat of the insuigents was no sooner pi’rceived by the governor 
of Khfah, than he sent out two dUtini't detachments of superior furce, with 
instructions to intercept, and attack them from opposite sides. Of these, 
one was successful in defeating the division employed by Mokbuur to 
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A>H-LXVI. oppose it on one quarter; while the other was put to flight, and its coiSi^ 
^A.D.6’85. mander slain by the division of Ibrauhim. And intelligence o'f this tatter 
Tarikh advantage being conveyed to Mokhtaur, at the moment the fugitives of hia 
'^cbrj, other party wefe preraing upon him for protection from their pursuers, he 
contrived to rally them, by announcing the victory of ibrauhim; who now 
hastened without delay to their support. The station of 0eir-uUUiiid,, or 
monastery of Hind, at which Mokhtaur appears to have taken post on this 
occasion^ was immediately assailed on ail quarters; but though reinforced 
by a body of twelve thousand fresh troops from the town, the singular 
valour and exertions of the son of Malck Ashtur proved at last triumphant 
over the superior numbers of the assailants; who were driven in the 
utmost disorder, and pursued into the heart of the city by tlieir victorious 
opponents. The cause of the insurgents having thus taken a turn 
decidedly favorable, Abdullah Mhtteia was compelled to shut himself up 
in the palace of Khfah : in which he was on all sides immediately invested 
by the troops of Mokhtaur. At the expiration of three days a scarcity of- 
provisious produced among the besieged a dUpositioii to capitulate, and 
surrender the town to the insurgents; their governor taking a formal 
leave of the garrison, and letting himself down from the walls under cover 
pf the night, escaped; and afforded an opportunity, of which they availed 
themselves, to open the gates of the palace to Mokhtaur; by whom it was 
accordingly taken possession of; and a treasure of nine millions of dirhcms,*t 
which he distributed on the spot aiuong his followers, prpved an 
encouragement to future exertions. 

In the mean time, Abdullah Mutteia, the deposed governor, bad taken 
lefuge in the mansion formerly belonging to Abu M^ssa iho Aishaurite; 
a ciicufustance which was soon communicated to Mokhtaur: fortunately 
the irritation of recent hostilities had not W'^h the latter extinguished the 
recollection of the former friendship which had subsisted between them. 
A message was sent to apprize Abdullah, that the place of his retreat was 
already known ; and to recomnaend to him an immediate departure from 
|he city, lest the insurgents should discover and put him to death. And 
when baintreated-a delay of three days, he received from the bounty oC 
Mokhtaur a present of one hundred thousand dirhems^ tosupply his imme* 
j^i^e w«ntBt and enable him to prosecute his Journey to Mekkab* 

* About 806,250/, 18,891/. 1 Ji. 



bit residence at that place either proved obnosioua to Abdirikh Sobair, or A.H.jLXTA 
in some shape irkaome himself, he ibund it expedient to remove to A» P» 
Bassorali, where be ultimately fixed his abode. The reputation of Mokh<* TsHkh 
taur thus conspicuously advanced by the possession of Kfifab* his aifthoritjr 
was in a short time extended on one side into Hejaus, by the eubmisaKNt 
' of Medeinah, and into Tersian (rlk and Jeazeirsh, by that of tbd cities o^ 

Mediiein and Mossule; to secure the all^iance of all which, several of hit 
captains were immtHliately dispatched, as well as intd the remoter territory 
of Azeibaijaun; which is here included among the pm^noes that early 
recognized the authority of Mokht^pr. Assuming, however, the modest 
title of Khaleifah, or lieutenant of Mehedy, the latter being, as We have 
already noticed, the appellation by which he chose td distinguish the 
Irnaum Mahommed Hancifah, Mokhtaur continued to sanction his pi<ocecd< 
ings under the name of that illustrious chief; to whom he dfd not fiiif t<9 
communicate the hitherto successful progress of his plans. To the honoT 
of bis memory, it is at the same time recorded, that his government was 
distinguished for its impartial justice ; and that he dedicated, like every 
virtuous prince^ a considerable portion of every day to investigate the com* 
plaints, and redress the injuries of the people entrusted to his protection. 

While engaged in providing for the security and happiness of his newly 
acquired government, the attention of Mokhtaur was suddenly awakened 
by intelligence, that the armiea of Abdulm61ek, to the number of eighty 
thousand horse, were approaching under Obaidullah Zeiaud, for the 
recovery of ir&k and tiejauz; and that they bad encamped at Nesaebeie, or 
Nisibis. To oppose this formidable power, either trusting to Che justice of 
his cause, or to the enthusiasm of bUi foUowma, Mokhtaur adventured to 
detach Yezzeid the son of Aunis, of the tribe of Assud, with n body of 
cavalry which, if the statement of the original Is to be relied upCn, did nog 
exceed three thousand men; although they probably were, as they* are 
represented to have been, aelected from among the flower of theSheiahs. At 
the distance of five farsangs, or about eighteen naitea from Moaaflle, thid 
detachment was opposed by six thousand of the troops of Obnidullafli; ovef 
whom, though chained to bia litter by n violent and fiitai diwider^ tbn ** 
general of Mokhtaur obtainedn very aigul victory. Andni AfbratnMn of 
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that scheme of vengeance which they seemed determined to pursue, thre# 
hundred prisoners of diiferent descriptions, who had fallen into the hands of 
the victors, were deliberately doomed to massacre in cold blood ; although^ 
speechless, and in the agonies of dissolution, Yezzeid could no oiht^rwise 
communicate the sanguinary hat than by passing his hand across his 
throat. He soon afterwards expired ; and his successor receiving intelli¬ 
gence of the approach of Obaidullah Zeiaud at the head of the main body 
of the Syrians, found it expedient to return within the frontiers of Ir&k } 
dispatching to apprize Mokhiaur of the nature of those circuinstaiices by 
which he had been compelled to retrea|. 

In the latter end of the year sixty>six, while he was at Mckkah in the 
perforuiauce of the duties of his religion, Mahoninied llaiieif<ih, with seven 
of bis fainil}', was seized, and confined to the structure which incloses the 
fountain of Zemzi'm, by Abdullah Zobair ; because ho refused to acknow¬ 
ledge his authority; and was even menaced with death, if, at the expiration 
of two moiitha, which, at the instance of the people of Mckkah, had been 
allowed for his final determination, he did not pledge his alleguncc to the 
son of Zobair, In this situation he resolved to apply for as&istcftic.c to 
Idokhtaur; who, rejoicing in the opportunity of signalizing- his zeal, as well 
as of exhibiting a conspicuous proof of his power, immediately sent oil' 
towards Mekkah a detachment of one thousand chosen horse, in order ta 
effect his deliverance. Having entered the city by surprise, these troops 
succeeded in liberating the person of the Imaiim without much difficulty . 
and after prociuciiig some species of accommodation between him and 
Abdullah Zobair, returned to Kfifah. 

In the commencement of sixty-seven, Ibrauhim the son of Malek Ashtiir 
was chosen by Mok'htaur, with twelve thousand horse, to put a stop to the 
progress of Obaidullah Zeiaud; and to take command of the troopa already 
employed in Jezzeirah. But this chief had not proceeded beyond a few 
marches on his way towards Mossule, when a formidable conspiracy broke 
out among the principal citijnens of Kfifah, associated with Sliemir »l Jous- 
beny, Mahonrmed the son of Aishauth, Omar the son of Saud, and others 
of tlie murderers of Husseyne ; who had, from the first, yielded but a very 
reluctant submission to the authority of Mt^htaur. Instructed by neces¬ 
sity, Mokhtaur found means to temporise with the conspirators ; while hi& 
messengers hastened toapprize Ibrauhim with the unlocked for danger which 
bad assailed him. Tbe latter returning to Kfifah with equal zeal and 



437 

«xpedition, immediately attacked and defeated the insurgenia; of whom AiH.TJCTlk 
fifty of the principal leaders were put to the sword on the spot: and of those A. U. <i86« 
who were taken priiioners, two hundred and fifty that had 'been engaged* TirikhTch^ 
with Omar the (»on of Saud, in the massacre of K^rbAla, were condemned rysndKhol- 
to subsequent execution, as some atonement for the atrocities committed alskh* 
on liiat day. Omar the son of Sand and Zii Jousheny were also taketl'on this 
occasion, and put to death, together with many others who had been long 
since maiked for destruction, for the insults which bad been ofifered to the 
lifeless remains of the. martyred Hfisseyne. .That miscreant, in particular, 
who conveyed the head of the unfortunate Imauin to the son ofZeiaud, 
bad his legs and arms cut off, and was left in that situation to perish 
miserably before the gates of MukhtaurVpalace. 

The conspiracy thus signally chastized, Ibrauhim was dispatched to 
prosecute his operations against Obaidullah Zeiaud. Advancing to the 
territory of Mossfile, Ibrauhim found the Syrian general encamped along 
the .larofid, a river which intersects that country, and immediately gave 
him battle. After a most sanguinary conflict, in which the son of Malek 
Asiitiir long in vain expected to be favored by the desertion of Amrh the 
governor of Damascus, one of Obaidullah Zeiaud’s most distinguished cap¬ 
tains, victory, towards the decline of day,deciared for the standard of Mokh- 
taur. And to render it complete, while Ibrauhim, after the hour of 
evening prayer, was perambulating the bank of the river, his attentibn was 
arrested by the appearance of a stranger, whose splendour ofapparel bespoke 
him of the highest distinction; but what more immediately excited the 
curiosity of Ibrauhim, was the rich and valuable scimitar which he bore in 
his baud ; and to make himself master of this he immediately attacked and 
killed him. Next day, in relating.tbo circiimstaiice to his attendants, he 
expressed an opinion, from tlie smell of inusk, with which he appeared to 
be highly perfumed, and of which he was known to be extravagantly fond, 
th.it the person, who bad fallen by his hand, was no other than the general 
in chief of the Syrian army. [li which he was Dot mistaken ; for. on pro¬ 
ceeding to the spot, the body was found and identified to be that of OI>ai> 
dullah Zeiaud : and the head being struck off,, was transmitted by Jhrau- 
him, toguthcr with that of ilflsseyne Temeir and several other Syrian chiefs, 
to Kutah. In proportion to the magnitude of this splendid success was the 
joy of Mokhtaur; of which, together with the bloody and disgustful trophies 
ufhis victory, he immediately conveyed the intelligence to Malioinmed 
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AMJCm* HiSfifiib. Ibnuliim retired toon tfttrwtfdt lo KiKtb, wbnre hg ^p t 
Jit 9. fiii6. imeed that reception^ to which, by hit lato distiDgimhed aerrioet, he wtl 
to jutt^ entitled; the Syrians haviag lott in the battle to which we htft 
Miyt Just admted, occoidiiigio the atatement of one respectable historian, not 
less than seventy thooiaiid kilted, and ten thousand eight hundred 
wottodedt 

Not lets artful then ambitious, Mokhtaor, about the period in qtiestion, 
in coder to supply an ostensible objocr, by which to animate, as occasion 
should require, die endiiisiasm of his followers, determined to employ for 
that purpose, the chair from which the venerated Ally had been accustomed 
to iMonoitnoe his decisions. Of this precious deposit, Teflfeil, the sister’s 
don of that prince, now residing at Kilfali, was sup^xised to be either in 
posStsskm, or capable at least of giving information { and to him Mokbtaur 
.lappiied, firomising him the most valuable exanpeusation, if he would, by any 
oseans, contrive to produce the article. Either unwilling to part with it on 
any conaideratioa, or ignorant of its existence, the man in vain made use 
erf* every protestation to relieve himself from the threats and importunitiea 
of Mokhtaur; who at last admonished him at his peril to produce it in three 
days, in the anxiety of his heart, he determined to have recourse to an 
imposition ; and going to a dealer in oil, who lived at the bead of the same 
Otreet, he purchased from him an old chair ; and having secretly conveyed 
is home, andcarefully washed and scoured it, brought the same to Mokh* 
laar. The latter, with as much apparent transport, as if the mantle and 
staff of the prophet had fallen into his hands, did not fail to reward the 
knpoalor to the utmost of his promise; then quitting bis seat, he pressed 
ffie precious relic to his lifM, and raiaod it above bit head; and having 
mpeated two rekkauts, or couraea of prayer^ deebrgd to his auditors that 
Shis chair should be to the Sbeiaha, an (d>ject of as much, and as exalted 
veneration, aa the sanctuary of Abraham to the Mosslems in general, and 
fbe aik of the covenant the sacred depository cl the law of Moses, to the 
chHdren of Israel. He ftirtber hailed it as a pledge, that the blessing and 
providence of Qod would be pfeaent in all fhehr enterpriaes; and when hit 
followeiv had demonstrated for it the aome proolh of veneration, aa he bad 
gxhibited fay fait own example, hceaused this sacred memorial of their de« 
parted hem, to beendoaed in a wooden cabinef,cf oroameiited er>ffer, undera 
Me and key ofeiHtfv ;:aadhjidBg<MiaigiMdit to rimeusM^ particulm 
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tie lodged It in the ptinoipel mosqiie ofKhfhfa; wfadt h OOnttililied lt> A.D.6I0. 
feceive ftxntt the people in the oouree of their devotione, those ptiMVih *^1HidhiWiir 
feneration eitdted by the retnembthece Of its anpposed Original; and d<ilfabiWv 
revered proprietor. In the expedition against Obaidullsh Zeitjid, it was 
entrusted to Ibtauhitn, with directions that it should be borne at tha head 
of the army ; on whom, in the battle which we have just had occasion to 
mention, it might possibly have produced such an impression, as to ham- 
contributed in no small degree to the ultimate Success ^ the day. 

Ip the mean time, while his af&irs proceeded in a train so fovorable toi. 
bis ambition, and the whole territory from l^dfah to Med^ein, and fVom 
the Diaur Rabbeiali, in Upper Mesopotamia, to the province of Egypt, had 
passed into the possession of his agents, the assiduity of Mokhtaur began 
to relax ; and particularly in a point, which, with the party Whose cause he 
had nominally espoused, seems to h^ve absorbed every inferior object; the 
extermination of the deslroyera of Hilsseytte. Hie forbearance in this 
respect did not long escape the observation of Mahottimed Haneiftib, and 
the violent Sheiahs; and they began to reflect, without disguise, upon fhe 
sincerity of his attachment to the fatpily of Ally, since the most ntrocioua 
of its persecutors, the murderers of Hbsseyne, Were, mrtny of them, still 
auflered to enjoy an unmolested residence in the very town of KPfah. 

These and similar reflections Were not concealed from, the knowledge of 
Mokhtaur, and he was compelled to confess, that the reproach was not 
entirely unmerited; but that hiS sincerity might be no longer suspected, 
he caused a list of ail such as had been present at the mMSacte of Kerbftfa 
to be immediately compleated by the captain of the guards; of tvfyatn, aa 
hath been already intimated, all that fell into his hands were according^ 
condemned. With unsparing vengeance, todie by the hands of the cxecuti* 
oner: and the same Kharexmian author formerly quoted, further tecords 
bn this subject, that, exclusive Of those who perisM iu the field ofbatlle, 
there fell by the hands of the executioner, and by various modes of puni8h^<^ 
ment, during the power of Mokhtaur, not less than forty-eight thousand 
dve hundred and sixty^^r of the aavematids of ^e prophet’s sacred 
family. 

Some of these contrived, however, totgffect their wape to Baaaorah, at 
this pferiod-under the authority of i^uihih ; aod among 
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A H.LXVlfi Sheith the mn of Rahheia, and Mahommed the ton of Aiahauth ben Keyn, 
A. U. MB, who employed every argiimriit they could devise, to prevail upon Mhasaub 
Khoituiiut- the ion of Zobair, who administered the government of BaMorah on the 
tti-akhlMuri part of hit brother, to turn his arms against their implacable enemy. 
Yielding to their importuiiities, Mdasaub accordinirly suit for Mohilleb 
the son of A hi Seflrah, from AliAuua, w here he had heen succcsafully 
employed against the Azaurcka ; and dispatched him at the head of a 
powerful army towards Khfah. On tiie part of Mokiitaur, the son of She. 
meit, with thirty thousand men, advanced from the latter place to gico 
him battle; but victory suddenly deaeitmg the standard of Mokhtaiir, 
principally through the instability, or treachery of the men of Kufab, hit 
troops were totally defeated with the loss of their gcneial, and a multitude 
of his followers. Anxious to restore the sinking reputation of his arms, 
Mokhtaur assembled a fresh army, with which be hastened in person 
against the troops of the son of Zobair. The issue of a second conflict, 
which now took place, was equally unfortunate to the cause of Mokhtaur ; 
although it is said to have cost the victor the lives of some of his most dis« 
tinguished commanders ; among whom are to be found the names of 
Mahommed the son of Aisbauth, ope of the promoters of the enterprize, 
and of Omar the son of Ally, who appears on this occasion to have combated 
on the side of the enemies of his family. 

Mokhtaur was now' compelled to retire with precipitation into K^lfah* 
where be shut himself up in the palace of government; which, with six 
thousand men, the remnant of his army, he immediately prepared to 
defend against his pursuers. He was soon afterwards invested by the troops 
of Mbssaub; andas it was early found that the place was entirely destitute of 
provisions, he proposed to his followers tocut their way through the besiegers; 
or perish sword in hand^ rather than by the lingering and accumulated horrors 
of famine. This they, however, declined, signifying their desire to throw 
themselves rather on the mercy of Mbssaub. Never to place himself at 
the discretion of bis enemies; but, to combat them to the last extremity and 
to surrender his sword only with bis life, was the resolution of Mokhtaur, 
The next morning, accordingly, aBer performing his ablutions, and 
dispatching the early duties of his religion, he took leave of his tollowers 
with a solemn assurance, that when he was fallen, they were not to flatter 
themselves, that they should escape the unsparing vengeance of the 
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tfcnemy. Perceiving, however, that they continued deaf W every appeal, A.MXXVlt 
he finally quitted the palace at the head'of nineteen of his most faithful A. D-687. 
associates, all clad like himself in their winding sheets ; and generously 
sought, and obtained a glorious death in the thickest ranks of the enemy, Tehr/. 
The besieged immediately suitendered at discretion ; and being lead hand* 
cuffed to the great square Of Kfifah, called the Kennaussah, they were, 
every man of thern^, there pul to death, through the importunities of some of 
their fellow citizens ; although MfissaUb seemed himself very well disposed 
to spare them. This event, from a reproach subsequently cast Upon 
Mfissaub, by Aliduliah the son of the Khahf Omar, appears to have taken 
place in the month of llamzaitn, of the yearsixty-seVen.* The head of the 
unfortunate Mokhtaur, after having been for some time suspended before 
the principal mosque of Kfifah, was then transmitted to Abdullah Zobafr 
in proof of this important victory ; while Mi1s*>aub took up his permanent 
residence in that city, to enjoy the fruits of his success. And yet, while 
Ihraiihim the son of Malek Ashtur, with hiS followers, continued unsubju¬ 
gated atfMossiMe, this success could not but be considered as rather 
precarious: a letter was therefore dispatched to that chieftain by Mfissaubj 
offering to coiitinneto him the government of the provinces in his posses¬ 
sion, provided he would acknowledge the authority of Abdullah Zobair, 

Ibrauhim, upon this, repaired without delay to Kfifah, Where he tendered, 
without hesitation, his allegiance to the son ofZobair; but the province of 
Mossulc, and the rest of.lczzoinih, was now, with little ceremony, transfer* 
red to Mohilleb ; while Ilxauhim found himself cajoled by a promise, that 
when they should be masters of Damascus, he should be governor of 
Syria. 

In'the mean titne the views of Abdulmelek continued, in spite of 
repeated discomfiture, iii'^essantly occupied towards the recovery of Arabian 
Irfik ; and in sixtv-cigbt We find him proceeding in person at the head of 
an expedition against tliat country having entrusted the government of 
Damascus, and his hereditary states, to his cousin Amrfi, the son of SaUid,^ . 
surnamed Kshtliik, (ilic bold) one of the ablest and most powerful of the 
house of Ommeyah. This chief had himself, formerly, entertained some 
Well founded expectations on the empire p of which he had, like some 

• letter end of March, A. U. 

3L 
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AtH.LXVin. otliers, been completely outwitted by the artful and f<dIacioua promises of 
A. D.(i88. Merwauii; and he perhaps conceived the present a favorable opportunity 
Tarikh of retrieving wliat he had lost through former simplicity, or supineness. 

T«l»iy. At any rate, when he had proceeded as far as the station of Ayniilwerda^ 

AbdtilinSIek found himself constrained, by the rigours of an inciemenl 
winter, and not improbably by some intimation of the designs which were 
hatching against him, to return tMth bis ermy into Syria ; where on liia 
arrival, he discuveied that his ambitious kinsman bad openly revolted 
against his authority, and had shut the gatesof his own capital against him, 
Atier a siigc of four months in Damascus hovyever, the rebel, being 
deserted by the greater part of his garrison, tlioiight to eiitei into negor 
ciation with Ahdulmolek; who, to r< gain his capital, copaented to some 
sort of compromise for the injury which had been offered to his crown and 
dignity ; and even took a solemn oath that he would never rota'iate upon 

the person of Amru. An engagement, to which, for some time, he very 

senipulously adhered, treating his kinsman, while thus in his power, with 
the most studied and distinguished attention; among other proofs of which 
lie invariably placcil him beside himself on the throne, wlienever he had 
occasion to receive liiin. 

The invention of AbdulmGlek was, nevertli^less, all the while, employed, 
in devising the means of ridding himself of -this powerful and obnoKious 
relative, with the least hazard of failure in the execution, and of exciting 
fresh commotions. At last he sent to invite him one morning to his pre-, 
scnce. On which occasion, bis mind misgiving him, Yaheya the brother of 
Ainrft, confessed that his apprehensions were considerably alarpied; and 
intreated that he would, on some pretence or other, postpone his visit. 
Amrh, rather haughtily observed, that if he chose to sleep, it was not in the 
power of Abdulmclek to awaken him.; he therefore desired his brother to 
lay aside these groundless apprehensions : but in compliance w'ith hia 
further intreaties, he put on a suit of armour bpneath his ordinary apparel, 
and so proceeded to the palace, attended by one hundred of his domestics, 
lie was received by Abdulmclek with more than ordinary civility, and 
placed as usual on the throne beside him. And in this situation, the 
Khalif laughing, entered into discourse wit^i him on the circumstances of 
his recent defection, and the siege of the town ; all the while band in hand 
with him, and affecting the utmost apparent good hitpour. Amrft intreated 
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that he would dismiss a subject which could be so little entertaining to A.H.LXV11I* 
him. The Khalif proceeded, however, in his discourse; and at last inti- A. D. 688. 
mated, that although he was perfectly sincere in his forgiveness of what Twikh 
had happened, he had, under the smart of hostilities, taken an oath, that if 
ever the son ofSauid was in his power, he would put a collar and chain 
upon his neck. “ Wiiere would be the harm,'^ continued Abduim4lek with 
the same affected good humour, “if 1 am permitted to absolve myself of my 
“ oath Amru endeavoured to elude the insidious proposal, by request¬ 
ing that the joke might be postponed to some other opportunity ; hut the 
other members of Abdulmelek’s court expressing their astonishment that 
lie should for a moment hesitate to give the Khalif an opportunity of ful¬ 
filling his oath, with so little detriment to himself, AmrA demanded if he 
once suffered him to put these bonds on his person, who would promise M 
take them off. Ahdiilmelek immediately* swore that he would himself 
perform for him that office ; whispecing at the same time in his own mind, 
that it should not he until he was dead, and incapable of further mischief. 

“ Then,*’ said AnirA, “ I am at your disposaland AbdulmAlek having 
sent for a collar, it was immediately fastened on his neck, while he directed 
his hands to he manacled ; and Amru having stood some time in this situa¬ 
tion, demanded his further pleasure. “ Have a little patience,” replied 
Abdulmelek ; “ I have had sufficient patience,” added Amru, “ thou art 
“ surely not disjmsed to betray me, or be guilty of a breach of faith 
** that is a circumstance, of which thou art to accuse thyself,” said Abdul- 
melek ; and suddenly rising from his seat, and seizing him by the collar of 
his robe, immediately began with his fist to belabour him on the mouth, 
until he had broken several of his teeth. Hearing the mDezzin, however, 
give the call to prayers, Abdulmelek was compelled to desist, for the pur¬ 
pose of attending at public worship; but in going away, he charged his 
brother Abdulazziz with the task of completing his vengeance, by putting 
the traitor to death, 'fhis prince was accordingly preparing to carry his 
brother’s orders into execution, and had drawn Ins sword for the purpose; 
when, on a furcilile appeal to his compassion, from his forlorn and suppli¬ 
ant couzin, who demanded whether the saving himself from the guilt of 
a kinsman’s blood could, in any respect, ever prove injurious to him ? 
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A.H.LXVJ]% l»»e benevolent Abdulazzlz, with the clemency which was natural to him, 
D- ^88. gHve way to the feelings of humanity, and afforded to the wretched Amrd 
" jaiikh a short reprieve from the fate which hung over him. 

Tcbiy, In the mean time, the attendants of Aiiiru perceiving tliat Abdulmelek. 
had quitted the audience chamber, unaccompanied by their master,, sus¬ 
pected what had befallen him; and hastened to communicate their 
suspicions to his brother. The latter collecting his slaves and domes¬ 
tics, to the number of a thousand persons, proceeded at their liead» 
to the mosque, in which Abdulmelek was engaged at his devotions, 
and immediately rushing in, Yaheya, in reply to a question of the 
KhaliPs, as to the reason of this unseasonable interruptiun, demand¬ 
ing bis brother, Abdulmelek told him with affected unooucorn, that 
he had left him with Abdnlu^/.iz to adjust some nauttcr of business. 
'‘Give orders,’* said Yaheya rather sternly, **that lie ni.u come nut.” 
Abdulmelek embracing the opportunity of returning to his palace^ was 
followed by Yaln^ya and his associates, whose entrance was, iiowewr, 
opposed at the gates by the guards of the palace. AbdnhneU-k before he 
was yet in sight, called out to Abduluzziz to know if his orders had bv^-a 
obeyed, and learning to the contrary, he cursed l\im and the mother that 
bore him ; then seizing a javelm, he made a violent push at the belly of 
AmrCt; blit the point being turned aside by the aritionr under tus clothes, 
the Khalif clapped his band upon his shoulder and (leiccived the truths 
“Miscreant,” said he, “ thou art come prepared then,” and throwing him 
upon the floor, in that posture cut his throat, ills attention being now 
called to the clamour at his gates, he demanded the occasion of it.. “ Yaheya 
“ the son of Sauid, with his slaves and domestics,” said his courtiers, “ are 
“investing the palace;” “take the head of Aim 0,” said Abdulmelek, 
addressing himself to Alxlulazziz, “ aud cast it, with teu thuusuiid dirhems, 
“ among the multitude,” Which being accordingly done, aiKl engaging 
the assailants in a scramble for the money, they ^loon a.fiervvards entirely 
dispersed. The person of Yaheya was secured the same evening, and as he 
and hts whole family were now thrown into prison, the tumuh entirely 
subsided. When they had continued however a month in confinement, 
the heart of Abdulmelek began to relent; and as he expressed a repug¬ 
nance to put them to death, though he felt it requisite to secure himself 
against their vengeance, he took tlie advice of bis counseiiors to be satis¬ 
fied with their expulsion from Syria. 
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The commencement of the year seventy is recorded to have-brought with A.H.LXX.. 
it a forniiclahlo invasion of Syria, by the armies of the Greek emperor of Coo<^ A. D. 689 . 
stamiiiople,^ the circumstances of which are however not explained to us ; fa rikh 
further than that, unable to contend with aup'erior numbers, Abdulm^lek Tebrj* 
was compelled to purchase peace, by submitting to a monthly tribute, of 
five thousand dinaurs,*!' whicii he agreed to send to the treasury of that 
monarch. The adherents of Abdulmcick were still sullicicntly numerous 
in the cities of Irak, and at Kufah and Hassorah in particular; and as he had 
received frequent solicitations to appear among them, he determined in. 
the roursc of this year to employ Khaled the sou of Abdullah, in a private 
way to secure the allegiance of the inhabitants of the latter city in bis 
favour; and to alarm the appn'hensions of the sons of Zobair for that 
quarter, while he should advance himself towards Kufali. This emiss^y. 

as however ultimately compelled to quit |Jassoralq aud. return to his 
niasti'T wlih the loss of “n 

li> the t-ourito of sevnity-oiiG, Ahdnlinclek carried into final execution AJIT.XXl. 

the design \\hicli he had so hmg meditated against frak ; which province 

he now entert-d with a powerful forte. lu the neiehlx>urhood of Kerkes- 

^ ryandKlioU 

sia, III the village of Jauthleik, acc.ording to some authors, he was opposed auMuiuIakh-^ 

bv MiVsaul); over whom, through the proverbial treachery of tlic people haur. 
of these provinces, he obtained a signal victory; the brave Ibrauhim the 
son of xMalek Ashtiir, and Eissa the sou of Mussaiib, who scorued to^ 
abandon his father in defeat, being killed Lii the action ; and the general 
hiin^clf, though invited to accept of liberal terms by the friendship of the 
conqueror, preforing deaili to mercy, perished soon after, by the hand of 
Hciclali ilie uncle of MoklUaiir; who cut him through the middle, when 
already grievously wounded by a volley of arrows. Shortly afterwards, in 
the first monih < f Juminaiidy,^ Abdulinclek entered Kufah, then considered 
the capital of Irak, in tiiumph, and scceived the unaulnmus submission of 
the people. When w’atcd in the palace of the son of Abi, Wokauss on 
this occasion, to receive the congratulations of his army, and the liead of, 

IMussaub was laid hcfi'te him,; one of the bystanders could not forbear 
giving expression to the feelings excited by the strange and rapid vicissi¬ 
tudes of which, on the same spot, it had been his destiny to be an eye 

t Either Justinian li. or Leontius. * About S,300/. at the lowest calculation, 

^ October, A. D. (>' 90 . 
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ulritrte^f *' tinder this same roof,” said he, “ have 1 beheld the head of 
** Imautn Il&sseyne at the foot of the son of Zeiaud ; the head of the son 
“ of Zeiaud at that of Mqkhtaur; and that of Mokhtaur laid before 
“ M6ssaub. Perhaps the head of Mdssaub which 1 now observe at the 
“ foot of the sovereign of the believers,” continued he, “ may be the last 
“ instance, which I shall live to witness, of a reverse so fatal and instruc- 
“ tive.” An inference so obvious could not fail to convey to the mind of 
Abdulinelek the most serious reflections ; but the only impression which 
they appear to have produced fur the present^ was, an order which he 
immediately isstied, to rase the palace totlie ground. 

Having thus added Arabian Iriik to the territories which had embraced 
his authority, Abdiilmrilelc conferred the govcr[inir<nt of Bassorah upon 
Khaled the son of Abdullah ; whom he instructed to enter into a corres¬ 
pondence with Muhilieb, still cm))loyed against the Axaureka in the 
territory of Ahftauz; and to conciliate littn with olfera of favor and 
oblivion, provided he would iiniiiediately submit to his authority. These 
overtures were not unacceptable to Mohilleb, who was easily prevailed 
upon to enrol himself among the feudatories of Abdulinelek; and continu¬ 
ing to prosecute his operations against the followers of Azrek, without 
•intermission, he succeeded at last, after exterminating the leaders of the 
insurrection, in reducing, not only that of Ahuauz, but the entire provinces 
ofParss and Irak Ajein, to the authority of his new sovVreign. 

I’he attention of Abdulmelek was next directed towards the rich and 
powerful province of Khorassaun; which had continued, ever since the 
reign of Yezzeid, in the hands of Abdullah Uauzem, subject to the 
authority of Abdullah Zobair. It was accordingly thought advisable 
in the seventy-second of the Hidjerah, to write a letter to that chieftain, 
offering to give him the government for seven yeais longer, provided he 
would transfer his allegiance to Abdulmelek. The projiosal was howevef 
rejected on the part of Abdullah Hauzein, with considerable disdain ; and 
with the significant remark, that although M6sSa(ib had fulleii, the rightful 
sovereign of the believers, Abdullah Zobair, was still alive; and in a situation 
to bid defiance to his enemies. In addition to this, the agent who had 
been employed by Abdulmelek to convey the proposal, reported on his 
return, that the name of his master had been treated with contempt and 
abuse; and that the governor of Khorassaun had even presumed to declare. 
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that if it were not repugnant to the maxims of civilized natioqs, theembas* A'H.LKXll. 
sa«lor of Abduliiiclek should not live to communicate the reault of bis A. P. 691 . 
mission, 'i'his haughty and insolent reply is said to hove coosidelrabljr Tarikh 
embarrassed, or rather irritated, Abdulmelek, since he does not appear to 
have been either much at a loss, or very scrupulous about the means of 
signalizing his vengeance. VVokke/d, the name of one whom Abdullab. 

Hau/ein had raised to he his lieutenant in the province, was the person 
selected by the Klialif, on this occasion, to punisli the insult; and he- 
accordingly wrote to him, to say, that the government of Khorassaun was. 
liis, if he would put his principal to death. The temptation was too- 
powerful for the integrity of an Asiatic. He proceeded, without heaitatibn, 
to swear the inhabitants against the authority of bi^ master; but as the 
treachery could not be long concealed from tiic vigilance of Abdullah- 
Hnuzem, he was attacked by the latter, at the bead of his troops, before his- 
designs were perfectly ripe for cxocution. The treason had, however, 
hecoino already sutKciently formidable and extensive; Abdullah Haitzem, 
in the midst of battle, perceived liiiiisclf assailed from behind, by'a body of 
Arabs, of whom ho might probably have entertained little apprehension ; 
and was tlirown from ins horse, covered with wounds > and in this situa¬ 
tion, Wokeil approaching fur the purpose of taking off his head, he 
suddenly opened his eyes, and recognized his aggressor, “Miscreant,’*' 
said lie, spjtting in his face at the s;amc time, “art tliou then, whom I have 
“ raised to manhood, the wretch to supersede mo! away with thee ; no 
“ longer disturb the attention of the brave by thy polluted presence.** The^e 
stern reproaches did not, however, deter Wokeil from his purpose; he 
immediately struck off his head, and dispatched it to the presence of Ab- 
dulmeli k ; and for this acceptable pieceof service, retained the government 
of Khorassaun from that time to the year seventy-five ; whenhewaa- 
recalled by Abdulm'elek, and the province transferred to Ommeyah the 
son of Khaled. 

Having thus annihilated all further opposition to his power in Arabian or ' 
wcsU.'rn Irak, and extended his authority to the remoter provinces of the 
east, Abdulnielek was now returned to Damascus : Abdullah Zohair, who 
still maintained himself in independent sovereignty at Mekkah, being 
the only remaining obstacle to his undivided possession of all the territory 
of isslam to the eastward, of the Nile. Ilis daily exhortations wore there- 
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A.R.llCXll. fore for tlic future employed to engage the Syrians to undertake an exp#* 
A. D. 691 * dition into Yemen, an habitual veneration for the temple and sane* 

^ Tarikh tuary of the Kaaiibah, these exhortations were* however, for some tim#, 
Tebiy. listened to in obstinate silenue; until the undertaking was at last accepted 
by ilejauje the sun of Yussef the Thi\kehtul who occupied at this period^ 
if wc believe the historian, the verv lowest station in that societv, of 
which he was destined to become the scourge and terror. Abdulmeick 
teemed at first disposed to decline the services of so obscure an individual; 
but Uejauje alleging, as his motive for thus obtruding himself on the notice 
of his sovereign, the circumstunct; of a recent tlream, in which he conceived 
that he was employed in stripping oH* the skin of the sonofZobair; Ahdtil- 
mClek resolved, on furthf;r reflection, to give him an opportunity of realising 
this prophetic vision ; and accordingly dismissed him at the head of twelve 
tl?ousand men, for the conquest of Mckkah. 

With this force, Uejauje proceeded to enter the province of flejaiilt; and 
took post at Tayef, about seventy miles to the south cast of Mekkah. 
Here he was repeatedly attacked by the troops of Abdullah Zobair ; but 
proving uniformly victorious, he succeeded at last iii extinguishing the 
confidence of Abdullah’s followers, and establishing the superiority of his 
own; after which he no longer hesitated to appear before t!ie gates of 
Mekkah ; where the son of Zobair had determined to abide the crisis of hU 
destiny. The place was immediately invested by 1 lejaiije, who did not 
forbear to employ against it every species of annoyance, at tiist time adopted 
into the system of Arabian warfare. The siege continued to a pro¬ 
tracted period ; during which, the distresses of the inhabitants were every 
day accumulating, and ns usual in most such case5, a dreadful famine com¬ 
pleted the measure of their calamities. In this extremity, the son of 
Zobair was gradually abandoned by most of his followers; some of them 
submitting to llejai^e, and others making their escape into different parts 
of the Arabian peninsula. At last he was even deserted by his two sons, 
Hamzah andUabeib; who left their father to his fate, and threw themselves 
on the mercy of Mcjaige, whose sanguinary disposition had, perhaps, not 
yet displayed itself. 

Aware of the situation to which he was now reduced, a message was 
dispatched by Hejauje to dissuade Abdullah Zobair from rushing upon 
absolute seifdestruction; and to offer him the most liberal terms, if he 



consent In quit the town, and plabe himself at his disposal. These A.tl.LXXllIv 
were rejected by the sou ofZobair with lofty disdain, since he could not A. D. 699 * 
admit that he was yet fallen to so abject a state, as to becoroethe siippliantof l^rikh 
such a being as Hgauje; whom he desired to be further mformedat tbesame Tcbtyt 

time, that his reliance was placed, where he was least likely to be deceivedi 
in the mercy of his creator: from which it was not difficult to infer, that 
he was resolved on death. Hostilities were accordingly resumed with 
fresh vigour and animosity, uqtil the companions of Abdullah Zobair were 
reduced to five persons. In this extremity he repaired to pay a last visit 
to his mother Essema, the sister of Ayaishah, and daughter of Abd Bukkeri 
a woman of such excellent understanding, that, though at this period she 
was upwards of ninety, he never took any final resolution without her pre¬ 
vious concurrence. “ My beloved parent,” said he, addressing her on this 
occasion, ** 1 am at last left to oppose the vengeance of mine enemies 
“ almost alone; and I am destined experience, from the ingratitude of 
“ mankind, the same fate with the unhappy flAsseyne; with this afflicting 
“difference, that his children continued to the lost moment of life to com- 
“ bat in defence of their father, while mine have basely deserted me, and 
•* surrendered to the mercy of the worthless Hejauje: lie has also offered 
“ me a capitulation, nn whatever terms 1 may think proper to prescribe. 

“ How then would my venerable parent advise me to act ? if thou art 
“ conscious of a just cause,” replied his mother, “ beware of putting thyself 
“ in the power of the Bcnni Onimeyah. It is unnecessary for me to 
remind thee of that period of life to which thou bast attained, and that 
** after all it is allotted for thee once to die. Thy aged mother is persuaded 
that thou art prepared to meet death with an unblemished fame, rather 
“than in any sha]>e to fix the stain of dishonor on thy memory. It is 
“ even as you have said,” rejoined Abdullah, “ and my own reflections had 
“ already dictated to me the same sentiments. Resolved to embrace an 
** honorable death, 1 was only desirous of consulting you for the last time, 

“ and to bid you an eternal farewel. Through life uniformly devoted to 
“the cause of truth, 1 have ever studiously avoided the mazes of error. 

“ To no man have I been guilty of either oppression or injustice; neither 
have 1 in any instance been negligent of (he worship of, or of rendering 
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A«H.LXXI1I« ** myself acceptable to that Almighty being, r/ho is the judge and wltnese 
'* «V€iy action of my life.** He then took an affectionate lca\^e of hia 
Tarikh mother; and prQi^eeding to the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, there, in conopany' 
Tabry. with the few faithful individuals who determined to share his fate^ 
passed the whole of the night in devotion. The ensuing day, having 
discharged the duties of morning prayer, he armed himself, and at the head 
of his five brave companions sallied out upon the besiegers, of whom he 
put many to the sword ; while he continued to proclaim at every exertion,, 
how easily he could have chastized their malice, if his friends had not 
abandoned him. He maintained the conflict until the hour of meridian 
prayer, when he submitted to take a short respite ; after which, renewing 
bis efforts, be drove the enemy before him to the fiwjt of a m*ighbouring 
hill, from the summit of which he was struck on the head and severely 
wounded, by a stone. He now fell, and being surrounded by the hostile mul¬ 
titude was immediately cut to pieces; his head was then struck off, and for 
aome time suspended ta the Naudauii or aqueduct, or perhaps dome of 
the Kaaubah; in which latter, according to other historians, he is at the 
same time stated to have met his fate. 

The death of Abdullah Zobair is recorded, in the Tarlkh gCtzcidah, to have 
Tankb taken place on the thirteenth of the first month of Junimaudy, of th©> 
^ ^ ’ seventy-third year of the Hidjerah,* at the advanced age of seventy-one. 

To some ejttraordinary circumstances attending the siege of Mekkah, aa 
described on the same authority, the reader will probably not be disposed 
to yield implicit credit. Among these we are to note the intervention of 
angels to avert from the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, the stones hurled by 
the catapultm and other warlike machines; and the flight of the same 
celestial agents, to avoid pollution from the impioais assaults of Hejauje; the 
consequent destruction of one half or side of the sacred edifice; the eclipse 
of the sun, which is gravely said to have taken place when a stone from one. 
of the machines struck the roof of the sanctuary; and the whirlwinds, and 
flashes of lightning which astonished and terrified, and for some ti«ee 
suspended the eflbrts of the soldiers of Hejauje. All were, however, 
employed to no adequate purpose. After a resistance of about nine 
months, the sacred city was compelled to submit to the obdurate and 
impious Hejauje; whose earliest attention, after claiming the unconditional 
{tllegiance of the inhabitants for his sovereign, appears to have been diiected 

.* 5e{>t(nn]ber SOtb, A, D, 
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to the repair of the tetiiple; which, in concurrence with the advice of the A.R.LX3Utt» 
Seyeds, he first of all caused to be rased entirely to the ground: then A. D. 698 * 
excluding the part erected by the unfortunate son of Zobair, he rebuilt Tarikh 
this Celebrated edifice on the same plan and dimensions as it exhibited in glzddsh. 
the time of the prophet. 

We may now consider, with the antiquated, but still respectable author 
of the Tebrian chronicle, that the whole Mussulman world was at last sub* 
jugated, without a single opponent, to the authority of Abduimftlek; who 
in approbation of his services, conferred the government of the recent 
conquest on Hejauje. About the same period he consigned the provinces 
of Jczzeirah and Armenia to his brother Mahommed, and that of Arabian 
Irak to his other brother Besher. And at the close of the year we are told 
that the pious Abdullah the son of the KhalifOmar, exchanged this perish¬ 
able world for a residerrco in paradise, at the age of seventy-eight. 

In the course of tiie year seVcnty-four, AbdulmAlek found it expedient 
to remove Wokkuil, or as he is here denominated, Bukket the son of lxxV 
Weshaiih, from the government of Khorassaun ; which he transferred to A. D. 694 - 5 . 
Ommeyaii the son of Abdullah son of Khaled. And the following year, Kholausiut- 
the government of Arabian, or western IrSik, becoming vacant by the death '^l"«khl»ur» 
t>f his brother Beshor, that province was consigned by AbdulmSIek to 
Hejauje ^ in addition to which, according to the Tarikh guzeidah, we find 
him now invested with the superintendance of those also of Itkk Ajem, 

Khorassaun, and Farss{ the latter being delegated by Hejauje to his brother 
Mahommed ben Yfissef, he there constructed the celebrated city of Shir- 
auz, at a subsequent period the favorite residence of the Persian muses. 

The government ol %ypt was about this time bestowed, by his brother, 

Upon Abdulazziz. Hejauje proceeding to take possession of the province 
of Irak, appeared at Kfifah; and in the short space of a few days gave to the 
inhabitants, a snfiicicnt s))ecimen of the treatment which they were toexpcct 
from the iron hand of this dke oppressor. From thence he hastened to 
Hassorah, where he exercised the same uncontrouled indulgence of a tyran¬ 
nical and sanguinary disposition. 

In the year seventy-six a fruitless effort, to resist the oppressions of 
H^aqje, was made by the principal citizens of Bassorah, beaded by Abdul- 
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>.H.UCXVI. lah Jaroud; but their Icador having fallen in an early stage of the insop* 
A.O. rection, liis fuilowers wore compelled to disperse. Another and more 
KhoI«uhsiit- serious iiisurrectiou made its appearance about the same period, ir> the 
\il*akbbaur. territories adjacent to Mossiile, ascril)cd to the sjime rausc ; us well as to 
the extortiiuis of some of the agents of Abdulmclek’s government. Tlve 
lenders of this revolt were Sulah the son of Mesreh, of the tribe of iVnieim* 
g noted recluse of that age, and Sbebeib the son of Yezzeid the Slieybun- 

- inn. Against these a force was in due time di>>pnlchcd, by Mabuirimed the 
*011 of Merwauu, under Auddy the son of Auddy, the Keud-iiij, whom 
the insurgents appear to have defeated. A seetmd detiu'bineiit was 
employed against them with better lortunc: for after siistuining an action 
during the wbule of an entire day, the insurgent chiefs found it eujiveni- 
ent to withdraw under cover of tlic night, with their troops, towards one 
of the monntaiuous districts in the neighbouring territory; where they 
took post. In this situation they were sought out by a body of troofis now 
sent against tln'm by Ilejiuije, under IJareth the son of Aumer, and in the 
battle which ensued, Salah, one of their leaders was killed; but Sbebcib, 
the other leader, elfectiiig his retreat with a part of his followers, to an 
antiquated fortification in the neighbourhood, from thence took advantage 
of the night to surprise the camp of llarelh ; in which he compkiely 
succeeded, the latter beiug in his turn compelled Uxseek. for safety in a 
precipitate flight. And upon the w'hole, contiiiiies our aulliot, the revolt 
which is the subject of our present cousideralion, was protracted notwitli- 
standing the utmost exertions of Ilcjauje, for a period of two years; during^ 
which, in nearly twenty different actions that he foi^ht against the troops 
of the tyrant, victory never once quitted the standard of Shebeib. 

According to the Tarikh guzc'idah, the year seventy-six was selected by 
Abdulmclek for the reduction to a specific standard of the precious metals 
throughout the empire, and for the establishment of a regular coinage ; the 
Arabs having adopted none of their own, previous to the leigu of this 
prince. 

As a proof of the enterprising spirit which animated tire Sheybanian, we 

- are told that, on one occasion, appearing suddenly before the gates of 
Khfah,lie would have made himself master of the place, but for the unex¬ 
pected return of llejauje ; who hastened from Bassorah on intelligence of 
the design, and arrived just in time to frustrate its execution. Compelledi 
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to quit the town, Shubcib determined to leave behind him a proof at least A.H.LXXVI. 
of lunlcliloss personal slrengih, and with a single stroke of his mace, 4. D. 695 . 
demolished the castle gate. Not yet discouraged, he hazarded a second Kholaussut- 
attempt to possess himself of the capital of Irak ; but in this he was also ul-akhjbaur. 
foiled by the equal vigilance and activity of Hcj.iuje, who defeated him 
in person, and forced him to retire, through Farss, into Kermaun. 

Butin the course ofsiventy-scvcn, as he was again proceeding towards A.H.LXXVII. 
Arabian liak, he was opposed, uiioxpeetcdly, on the banks of the river of A. 0 . 696 , 
Ahuauz bv a tlivision t)f troops under Soffeyan the son of Abiberda, 
detached against him by I fcj injc. These troops he engagcsl until sunset; 
and ho v/as crossing hy the bridge with his followers, to encamp on the 
opposite side, when, about half way over, his horseifearing upon a mare 
which prei'eded, he hist his seat, fell into the middle of the stream, and 
was immediately tirowiied. Ills body was afterwards found by the soldiers 
of Hejauje, and on cutting open thc.breast, his heart w'as discovered to be 
of a substance rigid and hard as stone. To close his account of this bold 
adventurer, our author further relates, that when the report of her son's 
death was communicated to the mother of Shebeib, she refused to give 
credit to it, until the particulars of his fate were described to her. She 
then no longer restrained her grief; observing that at his birth, a (lame of 
fire seemed to separate from her, and from that moment she was pcrsuaiied 
that by water alone was fire to be extinguished. Of his dauntless courage 
it is moreover affirmed, tiiat on honseback Shebeib would not hesitate 
single handed to assail three hundred ; and that with a thousand horse, no 
superiority of number whatever was sufficient to deter him from giving 
battle. Before the conclusion of the year, the same Soffeyan united his 
troops to those of Mohilleb; who was still employed against the followers of 
Azrek in the heart af KermUn.* A diss(>nsion among themselves had 
alreudyJ ylit the insurgents into two parties ; and the more numerous hav¬ 
ing chosen a certain Abdurrub ul Kcbbeir fur their chief were most of 
them about this period destroyed by Mohitleh. The other party contrived 
to withdraw' under the conduct of Kettry the son of Fedjah into the passes 
and defiles of Tebrestaun, between Rai and the Caspian ; where they were 
pursued by Soffeyan, and their chief having fallen from a rock, these insiic- 
gciits were ultimately dispersed, and never after reunited. 

* Tuikli Tebry. 



A.f!.LXXvnT. The only occurrence thought worthy of record under the year seventy* 
A« D. 697. eighty appears to be the removal of Ommeyah the son of Abdullah from the 
KholauMut* governmentof Khorassaun; which was now added by AbduIm^leK, accord- 
vbikhbaur. ing to our author, to the other important provinces already under the 
authority of the cruel Hejauje. After some demur, Mohilieb was 
delegated by the latter to the government of that country; and Obaiduliah 
the son of Abi Bukkerah to that of the neighbouring territory of Seiestaun. 

The province of KabM had long since submitted to become tributary to 
Ihe Mahomm^dan governments on that remote frontier; but as the payment 
of tliis tribute was extremely precarious, and was occasionally withheld 
altogether, Obaiduliah the governor of Sejestaun,in the year scventy>niiie, 
received orders from Htjaiije to Invade that country; and, peremptorily, not 
to return until he had either completely subjugated, or destroyed the whr>ie 
|)roviiice% In compliance With his instructions, Obaiduliah accordingly 
ontereJ the territory of the prince of Kabul, whose name of Retell* or 
Retpeil, would bespeak him either a Tartar or Hindis. Artfully retiring 
before his invaders until he had engaged them suificiently within his 
country, this prince detached his troops into the rear; and blocking up the 
^defiles, completely cut oflf the retreat of the Midioiiiincdan army. In this 
situation, exposed to the danger of perisliing by famine, Obaiduliah con¬ 
descended to purchase the liberation of himself and followers, from the snare 
into which he had sa imprudently led them, for a raiisuiii of seven hundred 
thousand dirhems. Shorreiali the son of Ilatiny, however, alihoiigh at this 
period more than one hundred years of age, disdained to avail Itimsclf of the 
ignominrious compromise, and bravely perished on the swords of the enemy. 
Obaiduliah On his part, by depositing the stipulated ransom in the hands 
•fRetteil's agents, was permitted to withdraw from the country without 
molestation. While these events were occurring at a distance, Ah iulmdiek 
was compelled to contemplate at home the horrors of a dreadiuT plague ; 
which, according to the Tebrian chroaicle, this year swept off prodigious 
numbers of the inhabitants of Damascus, and other parts of Syria. 

* From a limilarity of forni in the letters Re and Fair, which is familiar to the Persian 
reader, tbn name may potsibfy have been Vittel. Very common ainon^ the HindQs, as 
Vittledas; Rajah Vittel perhajw. It will be sees a little further on, that the family of this 
prince had considerable possessions in Bokhsrta. It will also be recollected, that the law# 
of BAdhQ extended at one time over a great part ofTaitaiy; though the dominiun of tha 
dUndls may probably have been confined within die river India, 
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In entering on the detail of the inveterate hostility, which for several sue- A.H.LXXIX* 
ceeding years, ensued between Hejauje and Abdurraihman the 800 of Ma* A. D. 69B. 
hoinined bcii Aishauth, the iiariative recites, on the authority of the Roozut KholauMutr 
ussufla, that the former took an opportunity of remarking to that chieftain, al.akhbmf. 
one clay, rather sarcastically, that he roust allow him the advantage of a 
very prepossessing exterior: to which Al>durraihroa\i replied, that perad- 
vetiture, the interna! qualities of his mind would be found of a character 
not less enviable. Shortly after retiring, Hejauje couM not forbeaf 
avowing when he was gone, that Abdurraihroan never met his eye, that he 
did not feel a violent inclination to cut his throat. This malignant speech 
being soon afterwards made known to Abdurraihroan, implanted in his bosom 
tiiat irrcconciieable animosity, which, at a subsequent period, broke opt 
with such violence between him and Hejauje. 

The person whom he had thus mortally offended, notwithstanding, j^,H.LXXX 
Hejauje, on intelligence of the miscarriage in Kabul, without hesitation, A.D.699, 
selected to supersede Obaiduilah; whom he immediately deposed from hia 
command. In the year eighty, Abdurraihroan proceeded accordingly 
at the head of forty thousand men into Seiestaun, and having there united 
to his own, the troops of the province, marched without delay into the 
territories of the prince of Kabul. Conceiving that he might with equal 
effect put in practice upon Abdurraihroan the mancciivre which he had so 
successfully employed against his predecessor, tlie prince of KabCkl con* 
tinued to retire, as formerly, before the invader into tiie interior of tho 
country. But Abdurraihman, instructed by the example of the recent 
unfortunate campaign, averted a similar catastrophe, by establishing post* 
at proper intervals in his rear; and occupying them with soldiers, on whose 
valour and experience he could venture to rely. The designs of Retteii 
were thus completely frustrated, by these precautions. Abdurraihman is 
also said to have succeeded in reducing a great part of the province of 
KabCkI; but having loaded his followers with booty, instead of remaining to 
secure the conquest, returned into Seiestaun, from whence he dispatched, 
to acquaint Hejauje with the success of the expedition. 

Tho retreat of Abdurraihman was, however, but little consonant to tlia 
temper or views of Hejauje; and he accordingly wrote to inform him, in 
terms of considerable asperity, that unless lie dispatched bis iHisiuess with 
theSeysses, or stable boys, of Retteii, before this yefir was at an end, he 



A.H.LXXX. must require him to resign the command of his armv to Isshauk the son of 
A.D.699* Mahommed. The letter which conveyed this imperious mandate, was 
Rholausaut- communicated by Abdurraihman to the principal commanders who served 
ul-akhbsur. under his authority ; when they expressed with little reserve their execra* 
tions against the conduct of Hejaujo, and immediately entered into a 
resolution to unite with their general, in open hostility to his government. 

In the eighty-first of the llirJjerah, in order to a\’ail himself of everv 
A H T XXXVI ^ 

A D 00 acquisition of strength against the formidable resources, which 

would doubtless be acciunulated to overwhelm him, Abdurraihinan deter¬ 
mined to conclude an immediate treaty with the enemies of liis faith. 
And for this purpose he engaged, in the event that his designs against 
llejauje should be attended with success, that the prince of Kabul should 
be absolved from every species of tribute or contribution; provided the latter 
would, on his part, engage to aflPord him an asylum in his territories, if 
the enterprize proved untbrtunate. And having thus prepared for 
the worst, Abdurraihman, at the head of a numerous army directed his 
march towards Irdk. 

lavikh Before we proceed In the narrative it will, in this place, not be improper 
Tcbty. to state, that during the year eighty, which was equally memorable for a 
plague, which carried oft*great numbers of the people at Bassorah, and for 
an extraordinary inundation which took place at Mekkah, Mohilleb the 
governor of Khorassaun, quitting hlcrfi, with the troops of tiie province, 
proceeded across the river of Balkh, and the other branches of the Oxus, 
to the city of Kesh, ac this time in the possession of the cousin, or uncIc^s 
Son of the prince of Kab&i. The governor of Kesh appears to have united 
himself to the army of Mohilleb; since the latter is now said to have 
employed him immediately in conjunction with his son Yezzeid, on an 
expedition into the neighbouring territory of Khotil, or Khotlaii ; where 
the prince of Kesh falling into the hands of the chief of the country, 
another of his relatives in the same degree with the prince of Kabul, he 
was put to death in return for his attachment to the invaders ; and Yez- 
zeid the son of Mohilleb, finding on inspection that the fortress into which 
the chief who ruled in Khotian had thrown himself, was impregnable against 
any efifoit that he could employ, accepted of a reasonable contribution, and 
returned to join his father. Habeib, another son of Mohilieb’s had in the 
mean time been also detached against Bokhara; but being powerfully 
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opposed In the field, tfae'desigp of redOcing that city, afler tome trifiing A.tl»LXXXt. 
todvantHj^ea obtained by the son of Mohilleb, was postponed to another A. D. 700» 
opportunity. In other respects, this expedition of the governor of Khoros- T^rikh 

•aun, appears to have been distinguished by no very remarkable event. I'ebry. 
^fter continuing at Keah for the period of two years, he found it expedi* 
ent to recross theOxus, and return to Merfi. 

Having received timely intelligence of the hostile designs and approach Kholaunui^ 
of Abdurraihman, Ilejauje hdstened without further delay to oppose the 
progress of the enemy ; who appears to have experienced no material 
obstacle until be reached Tfister, the capital of Khfiaistaun! In the neigh* 
bourhood of which place, the Susa of the ancients, the hopes of these 
rival chiefs were now cast upon the hazard of a battle. In this, fortune in 
w signal victory declared for Abdurraihman : the sanguinary Hejauje being 
compelled to fly with considerable precipitation towards Bassorah. A 
liberal distribution of his treasures to the amount of an hundred and fifty 
millions of dirhems,* however, soon enabled him to levy fresh armies, with 
which he encamped at a station called Zawiab. In the mean time Abdur- 
railunan also advanced to Bassorah; of which the inhabitants of every order 
immediately submitted to his authority. 

In the beginning of Mohurrim of the? year eighty>two, Abdurraihman, A.H.LXXXM. 
now equally formidable in the reputation oFhisf victories, and the number 
of j|is followers, proceeded .again to attack the troops of Hejauje; but 
fortune resuming her predilection fur the arms of the latter, Abdurraihman 
was ultimately constrained, about the end of the same month, though not 
without repeated and sanguinary conflicts, to fly towards Kufab. Under 
this sudden reverse, the inhabitants of Bassorah submitted their destiny to 
the dispose! of another Alxiurraihman, descended from Hkreth the son of 
Abdulmutleb, sfimetimes called the Hashemite. But as this chief, after 
sustaining the assaults of Hejauje for five days and five nights successively, 
betook himself to join his namesake at Kfifah, the people of Bassorah were 
compefled to witness the slaughter of eleven thousand of their fellow 
<‘.itizefis; who were put to the sword by the conqueror, to cure them, per¬ 
haps, of those turbulent revolutionary habits which had too frequently 
prevailed among them. 

• About 3,437,500/. 



i^.H.LXXXII< The grandson of Aishauth».notwilhstan(fing the.preoariovu-compldxiioc 
A, b: 701. ofhis fortune, received ou his arrival at Kufah the prompt allegiance of the 
Kholaussut* greater part of the survivii^ companions of the prophet and their clientage; 
u]>akhbaur. 50 that he was able to appear again in the field, soon afterwards, at thp 
head of one hundred thousand horsey with whom he encamped at a station. 
called the Deir, or monastery, of Jemaujem. Hejauje having also been. 
joined by considerable reinforcements from Syria, presented himself with 
an army, very powerfully augmented, before the camp of Abdurraihman* 
While the hostile chiefs had been thus contending for the favorite 
regions of Isst^m, some of the most distinguished of the noble tribe of 
Koraish ventured to intimate, to Abduhn^lek, the expediency of supersed¬ 
ing Hi’jauje in bis government of the two provinces of Irak ; as the only 
method of appeasing the distractions, which they entirely ascribed to tbe^ 
unrelenting severity, and vindictive disposition of that man. I’ersuaded 
of the utdity of such a change, Abdulmdlek .dispatched his son Abdullah, 
and his brother Maliommcd Merwaun, in company with the reinforcements 
which were proceeding to the assistance of liejauj^e; with instructionsi 
provided, on investigation, it was found that these sanguinary contests 
originated in the administration of Hejaitje, to depose that .chief from his.- 
authority; which was in this case to be transferred to the same Mahomined 
the son of Merwaun \ and that such cities as Abdurraihman laid claim to in 
Ir&k should be ceded to him without further dispute. Uut if, conlra|y to. 
expectation, the result of iheir inquiries should prove-of an opposite ten*- 
dency, Ilcjaujev was to be confirmed in his authority. However,.when 
these personages reached the scene of operations, and communicated the 
nature of their instructions to the chiefs of AJbdurraibman^s party; the 
latter openly avowed their hostility to the government of Abduimclek 
himself, as well as to that of his representative, and their final resolution 
to abide by the fate of war. 

in the mean time, Flejaqje, was not ignorant of the measures in agita¬ 
tion against him ; and ju^Jy apprehensive of the odium in which his person 
was held throughout Ir&k, had written to caution Abdulmetek, in the 
fDOSi solemn manner against iedulging that ificoostant people in iheit 
capricious prejudices; lest they should combine against his own authority, 
08 they had left him.ajmemorable example in their conduct towards the 
VpfortunateOtbman; whom iaone short year, after be.had yielded to their. 



-eMfaplaints against ^uid the son of UlAuss, (bey had nrardered to the A.lt.LX 3 C)Qlk 
sanctuary of bis own palace. “ RemembeF,** said he ki the conclusion of 70 i. 

Lis letter, “ that iron is not to be wrought by a softer Substance than itself.** Tarikh 
And in efibct, these and similar arguments had already prevallejj upon T^. 
AbdulmSIek to subscribe to his opinion, when H'^at^e was left by the 
hostile lesolution of his enemies, to employ without further interposition, 
the means within his power to bring the contest with Ahdurraihman to h 
speedy decision. 

It continued, however, to engage his’Utmost exertion for tbe whole of 
the period between the third day of the first Rabbeia, on which Abdur- 
•raihman formed his encampment at Deir-e-Jemat^em, and the fourteenth 
of the last Junimaudy,* on which he was finally defeated. On that day 
hostilities had beefn resumed with singular fury and obstinacy ; when the 
left wing of Abdurraihman, commanded by Abred, the Temeimite, unable 
to sustain the attack made upon it^by the opposite wing of the enemy 
led on by Soflfeyan the sou Ul Abred, at length gave way; and quitting the 
field in ihe utmost disorder, brought on the total discomfitnre of the whole 
army. Under these alarming circumstances Abdurraihman continued, 
motw'ithstanding, with a steady eye and unappallcd attention, to view the 
progress of his misf<jrtune, from a moveable tribunal on which he had 
taken his station during the action ; andjrom which, with his voice and 
gesfuie, he now endeavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom a few were at 
•last prevailed on to make a stand round his person. In this situation, the 
arrows of the enemy falling thick about him, he was accosted by one of 
his followers, who intreated that he would descend from the tribnnai, if he 
did not wish to expose himself to immediate captivity; and that fortune 
might yet, on some future pccasion, bring to bis standard those that would 
still enable him to take ample vengeance on his enemies: and he was at 
last persuaded to withdraw from the danger, setting his face once more 
towards Kf^fah ; to which he was followed by those who had escaped the 
slaughter of the field of battle. On his arrival, he proceeded unarmed to 
the residence of his family; from whom be took an afiectionate leave, with 
issurances that the same benevolent being who had hitherto provided for 

* From the 15Ui of April, to the 24th of Juijr. 
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AiH.LXXXn. them, would not forsake them in bisabsence; and having thus bidden farewel 
A D. 701 . to his children, be quitted Khfah for the last time. 

Tarikh Satisfied with having driven his adversary from the field of battle, 
Tcbry. Hcjauje restrained his troops from the pursuit; causing it to be proclaimed 
Xf) the Vanquished, that all such as repaired to him, should be safe from 
injury. He soon afterwards came to Kfifah ; and having demanded from 
the inhabitants a renewal of their allegiance, appears to have confined his 
vengeance to a few only of those who had ventured to declare for the 
party of Abdurraihman. Among these was Kemmeil or Mekkeil, one of 
the sons of the celebrated Zeiaud, at a very advanced age. 

Of the numerous progeny of Mohilleb equally distinguiBhed for personal 
valour and ability, Moghairah dying about this period in Khorassaun, of 
which he had been left in charge, while his father was engaged on the 
other side the Jeyhfin, in the neighbourhood of KesJi, as has U^eii already 
noticed, Mohilleb transferred the employments rendered vacant by the 
death of his brother, to his other son Yezzeid ; and having cnucluded with 
the inhabitants of Kesh, to which he had probably laid siege, a treaty, by 
which they contracted for the payment of a stipulated tribute, lie returned 
in person into Khorassaun ; but falling ill of a burning diunhoent on hia 
arrival near Morfi ul rhd, or Merfi on the river, he there expired in the 
month of Zilhudje, of the year eighty-two ;* bequeathing his government 
to Yezzeid, although he acknowledged his inclinations to he in favour of hi» 
other son Haheih. Uc this, however, as it may, Yezzeid.was confirmed 
by Hejauje, in the government of Khorassaun. 

On his recent flight from Kufah, Abdurraihman directed his steps 
towards Bassnrah; but as that city was held for llejaiije by one of his captaiiia 
of the name of Obaidullah, the latter announced to Abdiirraihinan on hi& 
appearance in the neighbourhood, that he shoufd oppose his entrance into 
the place; he was therefore compelled to proceed to a station called 
Meskah, or Mesken,t where he eiilrcuched himself, conducting the 
waters of the adjoining river into the ditch with which he was surrounded; 
and here he prepared to hazard another conflict with bis formidable oppo¬ 
nent, being joined by some troops from Khorassaun, and by numbers, 
who escaped from Kfifah. Uejauje, being on his side further reinforced 

* January, A. D. 702. 

t Something similar to this is to be found in the name of Mokesseh, some distance on th«> 
Tigris, above its junction with the Euphrates, 
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by a detachment from the same province under Abdulm^iek* a fifth oftbe,A..H,LXXXn^ 
sons ofMnhilieb, advanced without delay to attack the position in Which /‘P- 
Abdurraihman had fortified himself. After a gallant resistance of fifteen Tafikh - 
days, and as many nights, to the incessant efiorts of Hejauje, Abdurraihman fehiy. 
was againldefeated, and driven to make the best of his way for the province 
of Seiestaun; where he might probably hope to retrieve his shattered for¬ 
tunes. He was, however, closely pursued by MahommCd the son of 
Hejauje, overtaken on his retreat, and finally routed ; his force being now 
too greatly reduced to oppose any effectual resistance to his pursuers. Me 
contrived, notwithstanding, to escape through Kermaun, to Zarenjet 
expecting that he should tliere find a temporary asylum from hia misfor¬ 
tunes, since the governor was an officer of his own creation. In this he 
was destined to be disappointed. The gates of the towp were closed 
against him; and he was compelled, after remaining for some time before it, in 
the hope that a sense of gratitude might yet operate in his favor, to continue 
bis retreat to Host, in the same direciiuii; the commander of which was 
also an officer of his own appointment. Here he experienced at first the 
most friendly ref'eptioii, the more effectually to ensnare him to fiis ruin. 

His followers, however, had no sooner dispersed in the confidence of 
security, than his person was seized and loaded with fetters, for the pur¬ 
pose of being delivered over to the mercy of Hejauje. Hut Uetteil the 
prince of Kafiut, being apprized of this detestable piece of treachery, hast¬ 
ened at the head of his troops to surround the town; sendingto acquaint the 
governor that if he injured a hair of Abdurraihmaii’s head, he should not 
quit the spot, until he had impaled iiiin and his garrison before the gates 
of the place. Hy these menaces bo succeeded in intimidating the traitor; 
wlu> consented to release the person of Abdurraihman, provided his con¬ 
duct should be no further C4lled in question; and Abdurraihman being 
accordingly dismissed in safety, departed in company with his preserver, 
from whom he continued to experience fur some time the most bumaue an 4 
generous treatment. 

in the mean time, unwilling to confide to the doubtful clemency of 
Hejauje, the adherents of Abdurraihman again gradually assembled and 
followed their chief into Seiestaun, to the number of sixty thousand men ; 
and he was induced to put himself once more at their head. He had 
Availed liimself of the return of his power to puuisli, as he deserved^ the 



doted against him the gates Of ZarerJ^i fhc troopa 
A.D.703. ofHejauje under Aumar the son of Temeim, were announced to be at 
^Tarikh ^**>00 ; and he received from his followers a proposal to abandon Seiestaun, 
Tebiy. and proceed into the more spacious and populous province of Khorassaun 
^here they expressed their belief that they should be joined by more 
tiumerous bands of malcontents than had been formerly experienced. 
Abdurraihman in vain endeavoured to dissuade tliem from this design, by 
representing that Yeescid tire lieutenant of Khora^tsauii, was possessed of 
too much courage and ability to relinquish his province without opposition; 
sn which he would doubtless be assisted by the whole furre of the Syrian 
■party; but he was ultimately constrained to yield to their importunities. 
‘*rhey had however proceeded no further than Herat, when they found that 
one of their most distinguished captains hud deserted them with twelve 
thousand men: and Abdurraihman, embracing the opportunity to remind 
them of the arguments which he had urged against this illjudgedand impru¬ 
dent intrusion, announced his resolution to quit them, and take up his 
obode with his faithful ally, the prince of Kabhl; for whose terr-itory he 
immediately departed with all those who were particularly attached to his 
person : the Ir&kian insurgents chusing his namesake Abdunaiiiman the 
H^hcmite, the son of Altbas, for their general. 

Yezzeid the son -of Moliilieb, on intelligence of this irruption into the 
boundary uf bis province, dispatched to inform the general of the intruders^ 
that however numerous its inhabitants, tlie world was yet wide enough 
for all; if be sought supplies, he would assist him liberally, but he must 
caution him immediately to retire. To this, the Hashemite desired it 
might be understood, that in entering Khorassaun, he neither entertained 
any design of hostility, nor of taking up a permanent abode. His object was 
to repose for a few days only, after which he should proceed on his march^ 
Of the assistance, however, which Yezzeid thought 6t to offer, he 
disclaimed the necessity. Abdurraihman, nevertheless, crHjtinued station, 
ary, and proceeded to lay every species of arbitrary exaction o.n the inha¬ 
bitants; which compelled Yezzeid to hasten his prepararions for the 
expulsion of the insurgents. He accordingly lci% Mer6 Shahjahaun, 
(Merd of the great king) the then capital of Khorassaun, in charge of his 
uncle Khodeia, and marched at the heatl of eight thousand men in two 
divisions, by the route of Merh ul rud, (Meru on the river M6rghaub) te 



dislodge the invaders fromHer&t. On reaching the nelghbnitflnnodnfthat' A^LXXXI^ 
city, he sent ho^v ever a further measage to the Hashemiteti tadnailts that, A.l>.7na. 
now he had sulFicienily reposed himself^ grown fat, and abundintly 
replenished his treasury, he w'ould witi^raw without further iaConvaOU Tab^k 
ence. That if he was not yet satisfied with what be bad collected from the 
people, he was still willing to supply him to his heart’s content. He waa 
only desirous that he should quit the province, from a wish, to the kat' 
moment, to avoid engaging.!n hostilities with hun.* 

These overtures made, however, no impression upon the new chief of- 
the invaders, who openly prepared for battle; and as Yezzeid became immt 
apprized of his* attempts clandestinely to seduce his troops from their 
fidelity, he declared that he could no longer preserve any medium; that he 
must either hasten to breakfast at the expence of his enemy, or his enemy ’ 
might chance to sup at the expence of himself; and he therefore determined- 
to assail him without furriicr delay. Being however, from his extraordinaiy 
corpulence, unable to take an active part in the conflict, be consigned Iris 
army, after having disposed it for battle, to the management of bis brother 
MCisekkel, a sixth of the sons of Mohilleb whose name has been rescued 
from oblivion; and seated himself calmly on a chair, from which-he might 
view to advantiige the exertions of the combatants. After a contest of 
some duration, fortune declared against the llsisbemite; whose army was 
entirely defeated, leaving a multitude of prisoners in the hands of the oon- 
queror. Among these was Mabommed the soti/Of the celebrated Saud^e* 

Wokauss, to whom, from his extraordinary stature, they gave the appelia* 
tion of Zil Sheytaun. lie was conveyed to Ilejauje, by whom, afteretiffer*- 
ing the most brutal treatment, he was condemned to lose his head. 

Seduced hy the promises, or intimidated by the threats of AHDCXXi-V 

Roticil the prince of Kabul, in the year eighty-four, treacherously seised A.D. 704 . 
upon the per>on of his guest, the unfortunate Abdurraibrasn tbegfandsen 
of Aisbautli; whom he conveyed together with the remnant of his-fblldweiis, ul-akhbaur.>- 
fur (he purpose of being delivered up, towards tbe camp Of -Or.' 

Auniaurah, who command#'d the troops on that frontier. Watching-, hoiw 
ever, his opportunity, Abdurraihman threw himself from a precipice e<i the 
way, aiidhy an immediate dissolution, frustrated the vindictive designsofliis 
auetuics. lluring the same year,. Hejauje laid the foundation of Wauisit, 
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A.tl.tXXXlV. a town situated, as the name implies, about midway between Bassorah 
A. D. 704. and Khfah, on the river Tigris. 

KholBussut*^ Durin g the following year* Ymeid the son of Mohilleb was recalled 
al'tkhbBun from the government of Khorassaun, and imprisoned by Elejauje; by whom 
Kateibah tlieson of Mbsslem, the Baholitc, perhaps ilabelite or Babylonian, 
of whom much hereafter, was now selected to superintend in tliut import* 

• ant province. The other events of the year eiglity-five, thought worthy of 
record, are the death of Abdnlazziz, who presided in Egypt under the 
' authority of his brother; the assignment of that province by Abdiilmelck 
to his son Abdullah; and the nomination by that prince of Walid to succeed 
him in the KUelaufut, with reversion to his second son Si^liman. 

A.H.l.XXXVf, eighty-six, and in tlie middle of the month of Shavaul, 

A. D. 705 . terminated the life and reign of the Khahf Abdulrnelek, at tlie mature age of 
7tlior8thof sixty. If we calculate from the period at which he first received the 
October, allegiance of the Syrians to the day of his death, he enjoyed the throne of 
the Khalifa, according to the Tcbrian chronicle, for twenty-one years, one 
month, and fourteen or fifteen days. But as he could not be Justly consi¬ 
dered as entire master of the empire, until the death of Abdullah Zobair, 
in the seventy-third of the Hidjcrah, bis reign as sole and undisputed 
Khalif may be limited to thirteen years four months and seven days. 

We are gravely told in the Tankh guzeidah, that some time previous to 
his death, Abdulrnelek dreamed that he made water four times in the pulpit 
of the Kaaubah; which was considered, by his flatterers, as indicating that 
four of his children should be called to the imperial dignity. Neither wa* 
It, at any rate, contradicted by the event; since his four sons, Walid, Suli- 
maun, Yezzid, and Heshaum, each of them successively ascefided the 
throne of their father. And in truth, continuea the author of the same 
work, the sovereignty of the race of Ommeyah cannot be considered as 
any thing less than such a gross pollution of the sanctuary of the believers. 
Nevertheless, he cannot withhold from this prince the merit of promoting 
liberal knowledge, in the translation of the works of the Persian poeta 
into Arabic, which was first encouraged under his reign. 

His birth is said to have taken place in the twenty-sixth of the Hidjerab, 
under the reign of Othman; of whose tragical exit, at ten years of age, he 
was a spectator. In addition to the familiar appellative of Abdulwalidj 
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by which this prince may have been known in domestic life, those who A.H LXXXVt. 

have been inclined to treat his memory with severity, have bestowed 

upon him the harsher names of Shaikh ul hidjaurab, or father flint, from TwikhTeb. 

hm avaricious temper, and Abdulzebaub, or father of flies, from the lysE/dKhol- 

offensiveness of his breath ; which was such, that if a fly settled on his lips, suMut-ul^kh- 

it immediately perished. He was, by four wives, the father of sixteen 

sons and three dainjliters. Of his sons, Four have been just mentioned. 

A fifth, Mosslemali, became v(?ry celebrated under the succeeding reigns. 

1 he others, it would be scarcely necessary to name. He is further said 
to liave had for his concubine one of the daughters of the Khallf Ally. 



CHAP. XIV. 


A.H.LXXXVI. 

and 

LXXXVII. 
A.D 705 - 1 ). 

Khulausbut- 

ul-aklilaur. 


Wauid Vlth. 
of the hou^e of 
Ointneyah. 


Tarikh 

Tebiy. 


H aving committed his father’s remains to the silent mansions of the 
dead, Walid succeeded without opposition to the throne of the 
Khahfs, continuing to licjauje, with all his former powers, the govern¬ 
ment of Irak' and Khorassaun. In eighty-seven, he removed Heshanm 
the son of Issmaiiii the Meklizi^mite from the government of Modcinah, 
and deputed hiscoiizin, the virtuous Omar the son of Abduluzziz, to preside 
over that city, and its dependencies. 

Katcibah the son of Mosslein, delegated by Hejaiije to the government of 
Khorassaun, had reached Merh some time in the former year; and resolved 
to signalize his administration, by extending the dominion of [ssISm into 
the neighbouring territory of the inhdels. And for this purpose, having 
succeeded in animating the zeal of his followers, he assembled a competent 
force, whom he led towanis the district of Talekaii. lie was there met 
by some of the principal inhabitants of Ualkh and the adjoining villages, 
who conducted him across that branch of the Oxus. Passing that river, 
he received a deputation, with presents, from the prince or petty chief of 
Tcheghanian, and soon after from those of Ekhrfin or Ekrfln, and Shaman, 
both in Tokharcstaun. And having concluded a treaty with these several 
chiefs, by which they agreed to become tributary to his government, he 
returned to MerDl. But before he recrossed the Jeyhun on this occasion, 
he found himself engaged in hostilities with the people of Balkh, who had 
receded from their treaty with him. In the course of these hostilities, 
among the captives who fell into the hands of his troops, was the wife of 
Bermek, the huher ofKhaledben Berniek. This female w'as consigned to 
the share of Abdullah the son of Mosslem, the brother of Kateil)ah ; but 
the people of Balkh shortly afterwards concluding a fresh treaty with him, 
the latter directed that the several captives should be set at large: the 
wife of Bermek declaring, however) on her departure, that she was preg- 
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nant by the Arab, Abdullah )cf% it on his death bed as a charge to his A.H.LXXXVII. 

sons, that they should either claim the child, of which the woman had A D. 706 . 

Announced herself pregnant, or call it after his name. In the mean time, the Tarikh 

lady was restored to her husband, in the reign of the Khalif Mehcdy the Tebry. 

son of UI Muns^ir dovv&nek, both Khaled and his mother became subject 

to this claim on the part of the sous of Abdullah ; but appear to have been 

liberated from it by the decision of their cousin, Mosslein the son ofKatei- 

bah. Thu same Khaled, reputed the son of Bermek, but whom, from 

these circumstances, the author seems disposed to believe the o!l»|)ring of 

the forced intercourse with Abdullah, ciiibra>'iiig the profession of medicine; 

and having at a sul>scquent period estabhshed some reputation for medical 

skill, by performing a considerable cure on Mosslemali the son of Abdul- 

nielek, bet ame the founder of the celebrated family of the Uarmeerdes. 

After intimidating Neiiek, the petty prince of Badgheiss, to snbinissiou, 
the arms of Ivateibah were next employed in a remoter quarter; in the 
subjugation ol He^kund, denominated the city ol merchants, here described 
as nearest to the bountlary^of Kiiorassaiin of the towns on the ICbieh ruil, 
the river of liokhara, and situated on the edge of the desert. In the course 
of this expcilitioii lie was exposed to considerable danger; Ids communica¬ 
tion with Kluirassiiun being for some time ontirely destroyed. But ho 
surmounted every obstacle by his own invincible intrepidity and persever¬ 
ance. riie ultimatr capture of IJeykiiiid reuarded him with an incalcula¬ 
ble booty ; even more than had liitherto f.illen into the hands of the 
Maluunmcdmis by the conquest ol the entire province of Khorassaiin; and 
the unfortunate merchants of the town, having liecii absent on a trading 
excursion while (heir country WdSassailed by the enemy,and finding their 
habitations desolate on their return, crnitributed further to enrieii the 
invaders, by the ransom which they paid for the recovery of their wives and 
children. The ornaments alone, of which these women had bi’cii plundered, 
being mrltcd down |jro(iiieed, in gold, one hundred and fifty tliousuiid 
mcskals, of a dram and a half each. Among the articles of the booty,, is 
also described an image of gold, of fifty thousand meskals ; of whicii 
eyes were two pearls, the ixipiisite beauty and magnitude of which, 
excited the surprise aud admiration of Kateibah. They were transmitted 
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A.H.LXXXVll. by him, with a fifth of the spoil, to Uejauje, together with a request that 
A* /0(). he might be peruiitted to distribute, to the troops, the sirtns which had been 
Tarikli found in the place in great profusion. The so(diers became so enriched by 

Tebry. the spoils of this wealthy city, that they puirhasod arms aud hnrst's at 

almost any price, and even fought for them among themselves; as an 
illustration of which, the author remarks, that a cuirass, or coat of mail, v\aa 


A.H.LXXXVIII. 
A, U. 707. 
May. 


valued at seven hundred dirhems,* arid a spear, or hiiice, at seventy 
dirhem.s.f 

In the second month of Jummaudy, of the year eighty-eight, the strong 
city of ruiinah, probably Tyana, was eaptun il l)y a division of theMiibom- 
medan troops under Mosslemali the son ol Abdnlmeh k. The same year 
gave birth to Yez^eid the son of the Khiihf VValid; and a lilt I bifon , that is 
to say in the moiub of Suffer of the year eighty, Omar AIxlul.iz/iz pro¬ 
ceeded, by the Kbahrs instructions, to the enJargement of the mi-scjiie of 
the prophet suMedeinah ; being aiilhoiizcd for that puipose to purchase at 
an equitable valuation, from the women of Mahouinied’s family, and other 
pr»)prietors, the contignoiis dwellings, so as to give to the saered edifice a 
ground plan of two hundred erish J square. Atiundred artificers were sent 
by Walid from Damaseas, to assist in earrying on the wotk ; but what 
appears rather extraordinary, is, tliut the Cocek emppror§ should have 
furnished at the retpiest of Walid an hundred workmen, and one hundred 
thousand nieskalsof gold, to promote the undertaking ; while Mosslemah, 
at the head of the troops of iheKhelaufut was making continual incroaeh- 
mentson his dominions; the three towms of Cunstantein, Gliczzahih, and 


a.ti.lxxxix^ 

A.D.70a. 


Ilessen ul Ehrcm, being all captured from him iu the course of the year. 

The following year the Mahommedan troops were again employed in the 
territories of the Greek emperor, in two separate divisions, the one under 
Mosslemah pr(M?eeding to the reduction of Sfireinah, described as a place 
ofgreatstrength and opulence; and the other under Abbas the son of 
Walid, to tlm suhjugation of Erzfiliah, Mamfiriah, Erkuia, and Keyulah, or 
Kebulah, probably in Asia minor; but of which, the names are scarcely in 
single instance to be recognized in the iebnography of the present day. 
Mgmfttiah and ErkCila may, however, be Amorium, and Heraclea or Erekli, 


In the reduction of some of these places, Abbas is said to have experienced 


• Abogt i6/. 9s. m t About 1/. iSi. 


$ Cubits, § Juiciaiaa.lU 
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considerable resistance on the part of the e'nemy, in the field, but not^ 

nreveiit the ultimate subjugafton of all, in- the course of the cartiprtign. At - 

thi* flsinm time, we find Moaslemah, before the ctmclusion of the year, Tankh 
opposed to the Turks on the side of Azerbayjaun, and chacing them to the Te «y. 

gates of Derbund. .• ui . jl * 

H ivin'' failed on a former expedition, in which he had bee^ engaged 
asainst Bnkh&ra, Kateibah proceeded in the year ninety, ,n consequence 
of lustructious from llejauje, to makf a fresh attempt j^gaiiwi that celebrated 
citv After be had commenced the investiture of the place, he waa 
attacked with great in»petuogity by 'the Inhabitants reinforced by the 
noi«hbonriiig' Tartar tribes, and driven in the utmost consternation to his 
camp; but his troops being at list compelled to return to the combat, by 
the blows and reproaches of their women, the Tartars were repulsed to 


their former positam. Nevertheless, the Arabs appear to have been so 
completely t( nified on this occasion, that Kateibah in vain endeavoured to 
animate them to repeat their attack ; until a division of the Benni Temeim, 
not exceeding eight liundred men, having thrown a temporary bridge oye^ 
the river which seji-ir itcd them from the enemy, passed, under one of their 
chiefs to the opposite side, and resolutely falling in among the Tartars, 


succeeded in putting them to confusion. The troops of ^tateibah, cncour-. 
aged by his voice to take advantage of the disorder which was soon to 
pervade the squadrons of the enemy, now hastened across the river to 
the assistance of their associates; and enabled them to complete the victory, . 
with prodigious slaughter to the people of Bokhara, and their allies the 
Tartais; of whom the Khagan, or Khakan, and his sou, were both wounded. 
Discouraged by this defeat, Terkhftu, prince of Sogdiana, and probably 
of Bokhara, hastened to solicit terms from Kateibah ; from whom he 
obtained peace, on engaging for the payment of a stipulated tribute, an4 
giving hostages for the performance of the treaty. 

K ileibcih was now returning to Merh ; when Neirek, who appears to 


have been prince of Tokharcstaun, and bad accompanied him on this last 
expedition, taking son>e occasion, of discontent, on parting with him, to 
proceed into his own territory, openly revolted against his authority ; and 
prevailing upon the chiefs of Meru ul riid, Balkli, Taltkan, and the surround¬ 
ing places, to unite in his designs, further engaged the prince of 
Kabul to support him in case of emergency. To check the progress of 

$ r 
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A* H. XC. Oii* dangerous conspiracy, Kateibab, the greater part of whose 
A. D. 709. troops had already dispersed to their ordinary stations, at first dis- 
Tarikh patched his brother Abdiirraihman, to make head against the revol- 

Tebry. ters; but followed in person, with all the troops be could collect, as 

soon as the w'inter was over. In the neighbourhood of Talekan his 
advanced guard under Abdurraihman was attacked by the insurgents, 
whom he, however, repulsed at the first onset; and pursuing them with 
great execution, marked the progress of his vengeance by either impaling 
or hanging them on gibbets for the space of four farsangs. Proceeding to 
Meru ul ruil, and thence to Baikh, he there, as well as in the towns in the 
neighbourhood, succeeded without great di/ficiilty in restoring bis authiirity. 
But, without proceeding to detail these operations at length, it is sufficient 
to observe, that this rebellion occupied the utmost altentioii of Kateihali 
for several months; Neirek having secured himself in the inaccessihlc 
passes at the backof Tokharestan. From these he was, however, ultimately 
seduced by the address of Seleim Nausseh, a skilful agent of Katcibah's ; 
by whom he was persuaded to quit the impivgnahle post, or castle of 
Lerouh, to which he had retired, and delivc'r himself into the hanils of 
his master, without even siipulaliiig for personal safety. Kattuitah si-cmed 
at fust disposed to spare him ; but the ou'ers of the inexoiahle IJejanje con¬ 
demned the eiieiiiy of Mussulmans, the irreclaimable apostate, to death. 
And he accordingly snft’ered, logeiher with two nephews and sevi'ial more 
of his family, to the number of seven, who, with him, had been thus 
betrayed into the hands of Katiubnli. 

A. H. XCT. In the year ninety-one, the griveriior of Shuman having withheld his 
A.D.709-10. tribute, and expelled the agents of Kateihah, that chieMaiti again passed 
the Jeyhun ; and liavhig killed the refractory governor of Shuman in action, 
and reduced the towm, continued his march to Kesh and Nekhshei), and 
ultimately to Bokhara ; all of which had embraced the opp/irtunity of his 
absence to cancel their engagements, and W'cre again, without iiiucii diffi¬ 
culty, compelled to return to tluMr allegiance. His brother Abdurraihman 
was now detached against Terkhhii the prince of So^hd, fitrnicriy noticed, 
whom he as easily terrified into submission, as his nei^hhours. llaviiiqr 
once more established a nominal autboritv iti these fertile regions, Katci. 
bah returned as usual to the capital of his governm«-rit. In the intan time 
the natives of Soghd.or Sogdiana, the. territiM V ot Sam-irc.iml, rose against 
the authority ofTerkhuu; declaring that they could no longer submit to bf 
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governed by a prince who had so disgracefully compromised the honor of a. H. XCI. 
his country Jn the humiliating treaties which he had cohcluded^th their A. D. ytQ« 
barbarous invaders ; that his age had moreover rendered his government Tarikh 
no longer desiiable to them ; and that they were determined to elect Tcbi^ 
another in his stead. A prince or chief, of the name of Ghhrek was 
accordingly substituted for the deposed sovereign ) who not unreasonably 
remarking, that blood must be the inseparable concomitant of the loss of 
empire, immediately forced himself on the point of his sword. 

The same year Walid removed his uncle Mahommed the son of Mer- 
waiiii, from the government of .Tezzeirah, or Upper Mesopotamia, which 
he now bestowed on his brother Mosslemah : while he deprived his other 
brother, Abdullah, of the government of Kgypt, to bestow it on Kerrali 
the son of Shereik. In the course of the same year, the Khalif paid a 
visit to the two sacred cities, during which, he conferred the government 
of Mekk'.ih on Abdullah Keslieiry ; with whom it continued to the death 
ofWalid. 

Ill the course of ninety-two, Mosslemah, and his nephew Omar the son 
of Walid, were again employed against the territory of the Greek emperor; A.U.710-U. 
in which they added to former conquests, by the reduction of three more 
towns or fortresses, of which, the names are not recorded. But what 
rendered this year most memorable, though but slightly noticed by our anti¬ 
quated original, was the passage into Spain of the troops of the Khelaufut, 
under I'iirik, by some authors represented as the son of Zciaiid ; probably 
the same Zeiaud so distinguished as the reputed half brother of Mauweiah. 

However that may be, we learn from the manuscript before us, that he was 
opposed in the field by Uctouk, or Rutrik, the prince of the country, 
descended from the ancient monarchs of Persia; most probably adverting 
to the Gothic origin of king Roderick. And that after an arduous conflict* 
of which, the king seated on his throne was a spectator, the Arabians were 
ultimately victorious ; the monarch being killed on the field of battle, and 
An«lalusia, and an immense booty, becoming the reward of the conquerors* 

All event, nhieh the loader will find more particularly described by the 
rapid and ebxjueni pen of Mr. Gibbon. Another important occurrence which 
we find recorded under the year ninety-two, is the reductiun*of the island 


* Kholaussut-ul-akl)baur. 
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A.H.XCIII. ofSerd^bah) SerdSnab, or Sardinia, achieved by Mbssa the son of NcKzeifj 
A.D. 711 - 12 . one of the vassals of Waltd. 

After noticing the capture of Semeitali, Seleitah, aud Hessen ul jedeid, 
Tebrj. all in the territory of the emperor of Constantinople, which took place 
during the year ninety-three, the former by Abbas the son of Walid, and 
the two latter by Mosslemah, we are led to accompany the proceedings of 
Kateibah; by whom the Mahommedan troops were conducted in the 
course of this year into the province of Kli^rcKm. The legitimate sover¬ 
eign of the country at this period bore the name of Jeyfal or Jeyfan ; who 
was induced to call in the aid of foreign force, by the usurpation, violence, 
end profligacy of a younger brother, of the name of Khftrzaud. As Jeyfal 
had engaged to become his vassal, if Kateibah succeeded in destroying his 
brother, the invitation was cheerfully accepted ; and as Kateibah had 
already assembled his troops fur an expedition against the infidels, the 
messenger who returned into Kharezm with his reply, was instructed to 
circulate the report, that he was marching into Sogdiana. Lulled into 
security by such a report, Khurzad neglected the means of defence ; and 
betook himself with his followers, to the indulgence of his debauched 
habits, until Kateibah was announced to have encamped at Hazaurasp, 
one of the principal towns of Kli&rezm. IJe became then aware of the 
correspondence between his brother and the invader; and woulil have put 
the funner to death had he not been apprehensive of the disposition of his 
soldiers; he therefore assembled his adherents, aud came to jVhdeinet ul 
fell, the city of elephants, another of the cities of Kharezm; •ieyfal, 
delivering Hazaurasp, and two other asps, or tovM)s of his doiiunions, into 
the hands of Kateibah, on whose proteetion he immediately threw himself. 
Terrified at theeontemplation of dangers, against which he was so little 
prepared, Khfirzdd dispatched to propose an accommodation with Kaleibah ; 
who announced to him in reply, that if he made his peace with his brother 
he had nothing toapprehend from himself. On this,declaring that afterali he 
could but die, Khurzad chose the latter extremity rather than submission to 
to the mercy of a bnuher. And with this resolution he came to give batth' to 
Kateibah. Thevictnrydid nut long remain in suspense He fell into the h<>nds 
of his enemies, and was put to deaih by the orders of the Arabian general; as 
were the whole of Ins adherents who could be collected tngetht'r, to appease 
the yet unsated vciigeaiice of Jeyfal. Kateibah then entered Medeinet 
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li) feil, having received from his ally, in compensation for his assistatac^t a A.I1.3CCI1. 
faundred captives and one hundred thousand siiics of apparel. Jeyfal now A- D. 7U. 
fixed his residence at the last mentioned city; but as the princciof the -tJarUdi 
adj oining territory of Jaumjerd had annoyed him by freqaentvhoafitities, 
he availed himself of the presence of Kateibah to put an end to all future 
inconvenience from that quarter. Abdurraiiiman the brother of Kateibah 
proceeded against the chief of .laumjerd, killed him in battle, and took 
possession of the country ; after which he returned to Kateibah, with four 
thousand prisoners, all of whom were cruelly put to. death by that 
commander, who appears to have partaken, in an eminent degree^ in the 
■anguinary disposition of liis principal. 

Whilst he yet remained at Medeinet ul feil, after ac|ju8ting the concerns 
of the Kharezmian, it was suggested to Kateibah that if he was desirous of 
avenging himself on the people of Soghd and Samarkand, for their recent 
breach of treaty and deposition of his tributary, he could not avail himself 
of a fairer opportunity than the present { when be was at a distance of 
ten days journey from that celebrated capital. This design he immedi¬ 
ately determined to execute ; and having taken the precaution to conceal 
it under the most profound secresy, he sent for his brother Abdurraihman, 
and directed him to put his camp equipage in motion towards MerUk 
Abdurraihman accordiiigly put these orders in execution t and had himself 
proceeded a day’s march with the army, when he received a letter from 
his brother, desiring him to quit the baggage and heavy equipments, and 
with all his cavalry and infantry, immediately to lake the route of Sogdi- 
aua, without confiding his instructions to any person whatever; and that 
he should himself be with him at a moment’s warning. In the mean 
time he apprized his followers on the spot, of the provocations which he 
had received from the people of Samarkand and the circumjacent territory, 
in withholding from him the stipulated tribute^ and in deposing their lawful 
chief. He therefore called upon them to hasten with him to chastize this 
perfidious breach of treaty, declaring, that be was but little apprehensive ^f 
the event. Me then led them directly towards the territory of Soghd^anci ' 
invested the city of Samarkand ; his brother having arrived there four days 
^fore him, at the bead of twenty thousand men. It has been already 
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observed that a previouR revolution had placed the - eduntry under .the 
D. 713* authority of a prince of the name o£ Ghdkrek,. who bad succeeded to the 
* Terikh former chief called Terkhhh. 

7#^. 'After contending in daily conflicts with. Iheir besiegers for some time, 
without the gates of the town> the garrison of Samarkand were heard one 
'day to expostulate with the Arabs, from their ramparts, on the inutility of 
those toils and dangers to which they were exposing themselves ; for they 
were assured in the writings of their forefathers, that their city was not to 
he subjugated, but by a person whose name implied the pack saddle, or 
dorsers of a camel. The circumstance coming to the ears of the general 
of the Mosslems, he immediately gave the usual cry of triumph, Alluhfl- 
skbar, bis name of Kateibah bearing in the idiom of the Arabs that 
express aignifleation. Ue therefore encouraged his. followers by such aq 
assurance of success, to redouble their exertions against the enemy. The 
prince of Sarmakand bad, however, dispatched to solicit the aid of the peo* 
pie of Auje, a neighbouring Tartar city, whom he summoned to hia. 
support on considerations of mutual safety ; since there could be little 
expectation that when masters of Samarkand, the Arabs would forbear to 
extend their usurpation further into Tanary. This people hastened there-, 
fore to the assistance of their neighbours, whom they desired to occupy the 
attention of their besiegers, while they should endeavour to make an 
■ attack upon them in the night. But the vigilance of Kateibah was not to 
be eluded by ao ordinary stratagem; he obtained intelligence of the de.sign. 
The enemy fell into an ambuscade which be laid for them on their 
approach, and defeated with great loss ; and the Arabs pursuing them 
in their flight, were left to possess themselves of a vast booty, in arms and 
horses, and collars of gold, with which they returned io safety to their 
general. 

A breach was, bowever^at last effected in the walls of the city, by the 
warlike machines of Kateibah; and some of the most daring of its defenders, 
baying fallen by the skill of his archers, the besieged demanded a cessation 
ofwrms to the following day, when they promised to capitulate. I'he 
request was acceded to by Kateibah; and a. treaty was the next day 
‘accordingly concluded between him and the prince of Samarkand, by 
which the latter engaged for the annual payment of ten millions of dirhems,* 
and a supply of three ibousaod slaves; of whom it was particularly stipu- 

• isr. 4^. 
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lated, that none should either be in a state of infancy, or inefleotive from old 
age and debility. He further contracted that the ministers of his religion A.D.7ie. 
should be expelled their temples, and their idols destroyed and butnt; 
that Kateibah should be allow^ to establish a mosque in the place of the Tebrf. 
principal temple^ in which, to discharge the duties of bis faith ; and to 
to render the pollution complete, to regale himself according tq the usage 
of his nation. To all this, Ghbreh, with whatever reluctance^ wascompelled 
to subscribe, and he proceeded accordingly to prepare for the reception of 
Kateibah ; who at the period agreed upon, entered Samarkand with a 
retinue of four hundred persons, selected from his own relatives, and the 
principal commanders of his army. He was met by Ghurek, with a 
respect bordering on adoration, and conducted to the gate of the principal 
temple, which he immediately entered ; and after performing two rekkauts 
of the ritual of his faith, directed the images of pagan worship to be 
brought before him, for the purpose o£ being committed to the flames. From 
this some of the Turks or Tartars of Samarkand, endeavouring to dissuade 
him, by a declaration, that among the images, there was one, which if any 
person ventured to consume, that person should certainly perish \ 

Kateibah informed them, that he should not shrink from the 
experiment, and accordingly set fire to the whole collection with his own 
hands t it was soon consumed to ashes, and fifty thousand meskals of gold 
and silver, collected from the nails which had been used in the workman* 
ship of the images. Having then with his attendants partaken of a sump¬ 
tuous repast provided by Ghi^rek for his entertainment, Kateibah called for 
secretaries, and dictated the substance of the following treaty. 

** In the name of God, of the merciful most merciful; these are the 
stipulations of a treaty entered into by Kateibah the son of Mosslem the 
“ B&helite on one part, and Ghflrek the Soghdian on the other, in behalf 
“ of the cities of Samarkand, and Kesh, and Nakhsheb, with the several 
** places thereon depending. Videlicet: The abovenamed Ghfirek, on 
** his part, engages fur the immediate payment of ten millions of dirhems, . 

** and to secure to such agents, as may be established for the purpose, an 
** annual payment of twohundred thousand dirhems.* He further contracts 
** to furnish the Mahommedan general with three thousand captives, of the 
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A.H,l^Cin. ** itip.ulated value of two hundred dirhem* each,* and to be obedient to bfii 
A i). 712 . “good brother Walid the sou of Abdtdm61ek. Kateiltah on his part reci« 
Tarikh “ pr(»cally engining to entertain in> designs to the prejudice of Ghhrek ; to 

Tcbfy. “ adhere faithfully to the conditions of the treaty; and to continue the 

'‘sovereignty of Samarkand, with the several fin nmhtic'S of the ring and 
“ seal, to that prince and to his issue.” 'fhe treaty was guarantied under 
the name of IheGod of Mahomined ; of Walid the son of AbdujliiiSlek ; of 
Hejauje and Kateibah,and finally of a]l the faithful. It was dated in the 
ninety-third year of the illdjerah ; and having bc'en ratified by the seal of 
Kateibah, and attested by those of his chief cotiitnaiiders, it was in that 
state delivered into the hands of the subjugated jn'incc. Kaieibah now 
feturned in triumph to the capital of Khorassauii ; nnd with the eustomary 
fifth of the spoil, dispatched to announce to IlHj^nje the success of his 
expedition, from whom be received in return the most Q ittering eDcomiums 
on the achit vemeiit of a conquest which had surpassed the exertions of dll 
before him. He further euc<»urnged him to hold with a strong hand what 
God had thus bestowed upon him, and to evince by his actions that he 
was not ungrateful. 

Accordingly, if we are to regard with any attention the statement of the 
author before us, the stipulations of the treaty with the prince of Samar¬ 
kand, did not long continue to influence the conduct of Katcibah. Ue had 
left his brother Ahdurraihnian iu government of the city, with a suflic;ieiit 
garrison and every requisite ; and with instructions tosufiPer no infldel to 
remain within its gates longer than a ring of wet clay preserved its 
moisture on his finger i fur if it became dry before he quitted the town, he 
was to put the infidel to death without mercy, together with every Turk or 
Tartar whom be saw in arms. And in these severe regulations be was ta 
fail at his peril. 

In the course of ninety-three, Mfl^sa either received or afifiected to have 
received, the instructions of Walid, to remove T^ik from the government 
of Andalusia, and to establish his own son Abdullah the son of Mhssa in 
his place. Such at any rate is the construction which we are able to make 
of the passage of the original on this suhjject. Our author continues ta 
relate that Tkrik having however su.(*ceeded in vindicating his conduct in 
the presence and to the satisfaction ofMflssa, was by him se it to the city 
of Xoleitab* or Toledo; herb said, but that is of little importance^ to bav% 
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been twenty days* journey further within the Spanish or Andalusian terr}<- A.H.Xcm* 
tory. We was prt)bubly twenty days in conducting his army to the walls A. D. ris, 
of that city ; and there he is said to have fiiund the table of SAIinian the Tarikh 
son of David, enriched with gf>id and jewels, to an amount beyond all Tebiy. 
human calculation. This, doubtless* was the table of emerald, described 
by Mr. Gibbon to have lieen transported from the east by the Romans, and 
acquired.by the Goths among the spoils of Ri>me. About the same period* 
the mild and benevolent Omar the son of AlxJulazziz, was removed from 
tbe government of Medeinah, at the sugttcstion of Ucjauje ; because he 
had made too frequent coinplaints to the Khalif of the apprehensions, under 
w liich the people of Kbfah and all Irak were suffering, from tbe violence of 
thesame iiejauje and his agents. 

Kateibali was employed during the ninety-fourth of tbe Ifidjerah, in a Adl.XCIV, 
combined expedition against Khauje, or Ghaiije, and Fergh^nah, in which A.D.71S-i9> 
he was assissted by twenty thousand auxiliaries from Khirezro, Kesb, and 
Naklisheb. On liis arrival at Samarkand, he dispatched the latter against 
the territory of Khauje ; while he proceeded with his own division towards 
Fergiiiiiiah, by the route of Khojend. Here he appears to have met with 
considerable oppositimi from the natives, but he surmounted all obstacles 
with Ilia usual good fortune ; and penetrating to Kashan, at this period’ 
represenied as the capital of FergUanah, the inhabitants were compelled to 
submit to th^ same terms, as had been imposed upo.i the city of Samarkand 
and its dependencies. Kateibah returned again triumphant to his capital of 
WerA. 

About the period of which we are now treating, Yezzeid the son of 
Mohiileb, who had lueeu for some time held in confinement by Hejauje, 
and cruelly persecuted for the payment of six millions of dirhems, alleged 
to be the arrears of the revenue of Khorassauii', ecuntrived to escape from 
his guards ; and with his brr>thers, M^uzzel and Abdulni^lek, took refuge 
with Suliman the Imuher of the Khalif, in Palestine. Tbe death of Hejauje, 
which UK>k place shortly afterwards, may probably have rescued them from 
that vengeance with which he would otherwise never have ceased to " 
pursue them. 

Of the many distinguished persons who had associated in tbe insurrec¬ 
tion of Ahdnrraihman the grandson of Aishauth, SauiJ the son of Hobair, 
had rendered himself particularly obnoxious to IJcjnnJe, by his repeated 
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AiH.XCV. breach of faith and allegiance. On the final defeat of the deaign la 
A.D.713. which he had engaged against the authority of the tyrant* this person had 
Tajiiih alternately removed, as the danger of seixure menaced him, from Isfiihaun 
Tebty. to Azerbaij&n, and from thence, after a residence of some years, to Mek* 
kah, where he now remained. Previous to the arrival of Khoied the son 
of Abdullah Kesheir, from whose malevolent temper they boded him no 
good, his friends advised him to consult his safety by removing to some 
other place. Of this precaution, however, Sauid refused to avail himself; 
declaring, that he was at Inst ashamed before God and man, of the fugitive 
and ignominious existence to which he had so long submitted ; and that, 
at any rate, he should not die before the period inscribed by his creator on 
the record of his destiny. Accordingly when Khaled reached Mekkali, 
one of the earliest objects of his attention, was to apprize Hejauje that 
several of the chiefs of Irak, who had conspired against his authority some 
years ago, were now residing under his government. And on this, Hejauje 
wrote to Walid to intimate, that if he saw nothing to the contrary, he 
should request his highness's permission to^disposcuf these men, in a way 
which he well knew how to prepare for them. In consequence of which, 
orders were immediately dispatched to Mekkali, to seize the obnoxious 
persons, and convey them to He jauje. 

Such, however, was the veneration in w'hich this Sauid, one of the last 
of the survivors of the prophet’s companions, was still held by all classes of 
the people, that on his .way towards Waussit, where he was to be brought 
before Hejauje, one of the guards who had him in custody, declared that he 
had been admonished in a dream, to shun the guilt of .Sanid’s blood; and 
he therefore entreated him to embrace the opporruiiity, which he now 
offered him, to make his escape. But.the same resolution to abide his 
destiny, which bad recently fortified him against the remonstrances of his 
friends, now influenced him to decline the offer; and he was soon after¬ 
wards conducted to the presence of Hejauje. 

As be bad, when questioned as to the motives by which he had been 
actuated in his conduct towards Hejauje, ^with suffioient candour replied, 
that with other Mussulmans he had been occasionally subject to error, the 
tyrant appeared for a moment disposed to relax from his ordinary severity: 
but proceeding, in the course of the conference, to allege that'he was bound 
wader certain indispeasable obligations to the grandapo of Aisbautb, the 



indignation of (lejauje was excited; and he angrily demanded, the A.H.XCV. 
capture uf Mekkali, when he had triumphed over the son of Zobait, and A;D.7H» 
foquired the allegiance of the inhi^itants for Ahdulm^lek, he was not Tuikh 
aiiiong those who pledged their fidelity on that occasion. Again, when Teb|pf« 
he took possession of Kijyfah,and required a similar pledge of aubmisMon to 
the Khalifs authority, if he bad not been equally ready to concur with'the 
inhabitants of that place. And lastly, if he had not confirmed all these 
obligations, by taking him under his own personal protection. ^'Ahd 
couldst thou,” added Mejaiije sternly, when Sauid had adnutted the truth 
of the statement, ^'couldst thou so easily absolve thyself of thy fidelity, thus 
doubly pledged to thy sovereign, to fulfil thy engagements .with a 
traitor?” And without further ceremony, directed the executioners of 
bis vengeance to strike ojQP his head ; when, strange to* relate, the head, 
ihough.severed.from the lifeless trunk, and weltering on the floor, repeated 
three times, in a manner to be perfectly intelligible, the former half of the 
Maliooimedan creed, '•^Laillauh UVlloh;** there is no God but Godf 
Surprised and disconcerted by a circumstance so extraordinaiy, Hejauje 
gave expression to his feclhigs, by bitterly cursing that spawn of a. Christian 
parent, Khaled the son of Abdullah, whose ofiiciousness had compelled 
hull to be the witness of such an appalling spectacle; for if left to hisown 
inclinations, Sauid might still have survived, with full remission for the 
past, though be were perfectly apprized of the place of his abode at Mek- 
kah. In forty days from the execution uf the son of Hobair, Hejauje was 
himself summoned before the eternal judge, to answer for his misdeeds 
tlie ghastly resemblance of Sauid never ceasing to haunt his imagination to. 
the day of his death. 

When the sickness of death had thoroughly reduced the unhallowed 
frame of J:Iejaiije, observes another historian,* he ventured to consult an 
. astrohigcr whether the position of Uie stars, that year, prognosticated the 
demise of any person in power. To which tlie astrologer replied, that a 
prince would shortly die, w'ho either bore or had borne the appellation of 
Kelleib ; and Hejauje confessing that his' mother bad in his infancy been 
accustomed to address lum by that name, (puppy, perhaps) the astrologer 
rashly declared that the person whose .death was indicated could be no 

other than himself. At least thou shah precede me,” said Uejaiye^and 
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A.H.XCV. th^uniirtunBte wizzard was ordered to be immediately dispatched i>y tbi 
A. D. 714. attendants. 

Tarikh Tills ferocious tyrant, whose memory has been Indeed loaded with sufficient 
g&zeiUab. obloquy by the Sheiahs, and whom he on his part hever ceased to perse¬ 
cute with unsparing vengeance, expired, at the age of fifty-four) about the 
twenty-fifth day of the month of Uamzaun, in the ninety-fifth year of the 
Hidjerab.* Some time previous to his .death he complained that his 
bowels were lacerated by dogs; and a roll of flexible silk being passed 
down his throat, by the physicians who attended, it was drawn up, covered 
with vermin. And though it does not appear to have rendered his govern¬ 
ment at all more palatable, it is recorded, probably as a proof of his 
boundless prodigality in the public expenditure, that among the disciples 
of the Kor&n, lie was the first uho, on one occasion, displayed a thousand 
Cables for the entertainment of the people; or in a single donation disbursed 
ft millioii of direms. 

Exclusive of those who perished in battle, the amount of whom could 
he estimated by him alone who knows oil things, there fell by the arbitrary 
mandates of Uejauje, not less than one hundred and twenty thousand per¬ 
sons, j* Nevertheless, in a dream, in which he is .said to have appeared to 
acme one a short time after his death, he is made to declare, that, though 
for each on this numerous list of the victims of his fury, divine justice was 
satisfied with inflicting on him the punishment of a single death; yet that for 
the execution of Sauid alone, he was condemned to siifler seventy times 
the agony of dissolution.^ There were, after ail, found in the diflerent 
prisons of his government, when providence thought fit to relieve mankind 
from his oppressions, no less than thirty thousand men, and twenty 
thousand' women ; many, of these confined in. that species of prison 
invented by himself, without roof; in which, alternately exposed to the 
scorching rays of the sun, and the vicissitudes of cold heat and rain, the 
unhappy victims were left to sufler under every variety of pain and 
wretchedness. 

To the execration in which he was universally held by the subjects of 
bis authority, Hejauje was not entirely a stranger. One day while passing 
through a piece of ground in the neighbourhood of Medeinab, he observed 
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• man employed in the culture of the soil; with whoi^, enterinf intio A.tl.XCT. 
conversation) he asked him, among other questionsi what tort of a man he 
considered Uejauje to he. The peasant, ignorant of the person to whom K|||^iwae\it- 
he was addressing himself, very bluntly replied, that he was a profligate ami ul<aUdiaar 
flagitious nuscreant. “ Knowest thou me,*' said Hcjauje; ** perhaps qot,7* ***** Tarikk 
replied the fHiasant; “ I am IJejanje,” exclaimed the tyrant” “ And li” 8*»«i*h. 
added the peasant with considerable presence of mind, ** knowst thou who 
“ 1 am ?” “ No,’* said Hejauje : “ I am,” proceeded the other, “ one of 
** the clients of the unfortunate house of Zobair, among my other afflictions, 

** subject to a derangement of intellects for three days in the year. To 
** my misfortune, that on which we have met is one of those days.” 

Smiling at the promptitude of the reply, Hejaiye quitted him without fur* 
thcr notice. On his death bed he also appears to have been haunted with 
a similar curiosity on this subject t and he eigployed one of his conflden* 
tial servants to collect from the conversation of the people their opinion 
of his character. He had the consolation to learn, that, if there was, 
a Anger’s breadth in hell, it would be reserved for Hejauje. 

Among the circumstances recorded under the ninety-fifth of the Hid* 
jerah, we And the birth of Abdullah the son of Ally, and great grandson of 
Abdullah Abbas, at a subsequent period sufficiently celebrated under the 
title of Ab6 JauAer, or more contemptuously of Abft dowanik ul MansAr,* 
the second Khalif of the house of Abbas; and a mortality at Bassorab, 
which carried off, to the number of three hundred a day ; fallowed by an 
earthquake, the shocks^if which were repeated for forty days success!veiy.f 

There appears, however, to have been one person in the empire, ta 
whom at least, the death of Hejauje became a matter of serious regret. 

And this was the able and warlike subgovernur of Khorassaun, whose, 
interests he had ever strenuously promoted ; and who received theintelli* 
gciice of that event, while engaged in a fresh eltpeditiun to complete the 
reduction of the territory of Khauje. He returned straight to MerA, 
deeply lamenting his loss; having frequently expressed his conviction thai'‘ 
while his patron lived, he should never have reason to be tired of exist* 
eace. He was, however in some degree consoled on his arrival at MerA, 

* Or Ui Manaor. f T-irikh Tcbry and ;;izeidah. 
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SeJtm»h ^biob tbe^l^bylga^ imtj made the ^«||| «{^!Perqbei|t.. Tbi^ 
]^pgcii:c))i, tMre Uf de^eod rupoa th|» xs^M<l<4'Cithe«ittbory,|le$t 

without «o before Merwee;?: whe wee thee cnahMi wiihoet miieb 
difficulty, to extend hia conqiieat through- tbe^ whole eC the mounta^Que 
eegionaiD th«» eeighboerhood., < After which,>pa»ii]g entirely tbfough* 
territory of tlierllhozaera, wjbieh be.noW'left in hia tear,^he ex^iibite^ h^ 
vietoriouB iHandajtd on the, banka of the Sekkui { the kJentity of whieh,4t 
would not^at this moment, be easy to reoognize* ualws it was the Terek el 
tbe.maps, or .some otheiMiver, to the- northward of Tarku. Wherever it 
lay, Merwaun there {established hia head quailera^ while his troops 
indulged in all the excesses of pillage, and slaughter, throughout the 
adjoining infidel settlements, until they had-completed the destruotion of 
twenty ihousand familiea with their habitations. Ooe feeble attempt was, 
however, made on the part of the Khagan, to interrupt the mercilesa ravages 
with which be was laying the country desolate. Intelligence was received 
that n Khozzer chief, of the name of Hazarterkhan, was advancing at the 
head of forty thousand men, to create some kind of diversion in favor of 
the oppress^ and suffierrog natives; but being speedily opposed by a divi* 
sion of equal forcey.detached. against him by Merwaun, the design termi- 
Dated in. dm total defeat and dispersion of the Khozzers, and in the death 
of/tbeir commander. 

. Satis^ad, for the present at least, with having carried his victories to shat- 
rivet, Merwaun thought it now prudent to withdraw from tbeSeklao, and 
return towards Armenia. Which circumstance being annoitnced to the 
Kbligan of the Khozzers, that prince, by this time .sufficiratly humbled by 
his miafortunes to submit perhaps to any conditions, sent a message after 
the Mahommedan general, requesting to be informed, now that he appeared 
to iiave attaiaed tlm object of bisambition, what further aaprifices, on^ bis 
part, wmiid he necessary to appease his vengeances In .answer to this, -he 
received firom Merwaun a demand tobecome an immediate convmt to 1^ 
U»a. o|berwjsfii.'h^.waa dcformmed to desuoy biro, nnd to transfopvt^ 
dominions to a stranger. Havini^ solicited a sliort delay of three days,, to 
deliberate no the proposal the Khftgan then further submitted, to request 



atfKmfe 


r^hg ap|t^t^;iipion afterwaida^he^n 



■y<«gion> wbidilie wna thw4ar|wrtMi% to IfcIMt 

^M.«ot difljcttlt ttf gmity >61111 i ml tW9 ' 

ingiy tent li i«8t#Q«t trim jn «hfl (ifriittiptet o( iMm 
^de$criMto twve 8tipulat«d at* fim, fti^ nii rif<»itt lllB i yf 

Wfoe^ and the0e8h hf laipure aniolMltt ‘Oneof tto hfMioMci pi w ^y to iBl 
40 biacoliegue, to aecure the coiieeraiofi c^the ihfideK hy^yieMtng^ t# hH 
prejudices in these taro points; aad Chat an mtordictf might SSsflf' kM 
jirpoD him when he h«d dedared hltnselfa ^ h<fd«eel» 

ultimately announced tothe'Kh&gat>,that they eo«hi'«ot UMlee' ftthfilif#- 
0d which Ghd had declared to he Utibwftrt, arty- mote thM'fhey <^td 
pronounce that fbrhiddeQ, which the precepts of their rellgiOA hstf refidefed 
lawful, if therefore be became a convert to lasflim, the use^of dvety thhl^ 
impure and uniauful, would be forbidden to him, in common^hh eVhIjr 
other Mhssuiman. On these terms, the Khbgan dedared hhnedf) isIMut 
fun her argument, a proSclyte to the doctrines of the Kor&n, was restored 
to his capital, and loaded with a multiplicity of rare presenta by thet'idieN 
ality of his conqueror. Merwaim dien prttsecuted his march to iMbtU 
abhaub, where he remamed during the foHowing winter; and Aom whewee 
he conveyed to Hashaum an account of bis victories^ together with the fifth 
of the spoil, which had been accumulated during this suocesslot rampa^O. 

At theeitpiiatiofl of winter, Merwaun determined, neverclieleHS, to renew 
his hostilities against the territoiy of bermer; and cro^aing the river of thst 
name perhaps, ariived before a city which the natives of the? oountiy 
crilcd Shekky, where there was, however^ a castle^ or citadel oAgreat 
stiength. Having remamed a month before this phto«% without saakhig 
any progress tnwaids its reduction, he bethought himsdt at last df the 
fullowtng expedient. Causing a great number of tWiii hm and a ptopor- 
tioitable quantity of plank to be got ready for his parpnae, ha aeot ode 
evening after the hour of pTayer, bis engineers to the opposita Jfide of 
the fort, to construct a gallery of approach^ by fiituig these bam upright m 
the earth, ss supports, and alternately covering them in withhis platik: so that 
by break f fr'ay he'hati secured nlot'gmeDt to the veryfampaws of the pla«». Air 
Ibur tbouiaud of bis mostdistiiigttisiied wamors. Theaulattm psoceadad wit|i 
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teMup* ffm^r 

A.IX74f. wkktnaa UMBMlMtely tlirolvn opoo'lbr MtmtfitiM tll» mntitidorof 
“j^SST" ttnarmy, wIk> now lraBt€iied fifom tbat*(fiMvt«t' toall &f esettpa 
X^bty* ft4mtl^^utii)bedgamaimtthe‘^hoh4)i'wkomiikm94e^k^i^hiKid»ot 
t|ia laeradeM assailanta. !■ ennhitioii, perHipa ot tl|e noat f^Mcwiw af 
bit countryiaeot Merwaun theo took bifsaat at ibe fate ; and tba captilN^ 
varriQra berag brought before him one by oiM| were by him eltermrtely 
coodeeattcd to have their throeta entt and thtie penahed to the hue AeA. 
Tbeif property ahd womea and chUdren were diatrifaiimd to the aniiy» and 
the fortreae waa deatroyed toalevel with the earth* 

Merwaun aext encamped before the gatea of a fortreaa, of considerable 
atrength» which the beaiegera were taught to distinguish by the name of 
Heaaeu Ommy; and which, after a desperate reaisiance, he compelled to 
share the fate of its neighbours, and utterly deatroyed. Alarmed by this 
ioteiligepce, the prince of Sermer fled for security to a atrong hold in the 
neighbourhood, where, for twelve months, he defied every efibrt of violence^ 
and art, employedi by Merwaun to reduce him to aubmiaaion. The Mbs* 
sulman bad, however, sworn that be would never rise from before the gates 
of the place, until he should have either entered, or pecisbed in the siege* 
He, accordingly, directed bis sokKers to construct for themselves 
permanent habitations, as a proof that he was determined not to depart 
from the letter of his oath. Finding at the expiration of the twelve montha, 
that every other expedient had failed him, Merwaun had recourse to the 
foUowing sumagem. He wrote a letter, in his own name, to the prince of 
Sermcr, explaining the nature oC his vow, and requesting that b» would so 
far assist him in the dischaq^e of it, as to admit of lua entering die fc^t alone, 
just to take a eingle view of the interior: and requiring, at the eame time, u 
solemn pledge, that he might be also suffered to depart in perfect safety. 
Then bathing and pucifying bis person, with all the solemnity of • mna 
preparing for death, he clad himself in the dress of his cook, and putting 
on his head aturhan,. of the most sordid materials and appearance, be 
determined, in thia disguise, to be the hearer of bis own letter i end so ped^ 
ceeded by himaelf Co the castle gate, deeaanding to bo admitted to the 
presence of ,tbe prince. Being received iolo^ the fort, ho 
■8 he desired, conducted to the princess presence, to whom he delivered, 
hjpietter, end by vtbom It waa givete to an ioterpretet for expianatiooc 



e||»iBtle»>tb#frii)m^iitet«l 

by<Ylie>4hBttiid|fn, Mtf ccodwrthiin. e»»i»itthe ^ 

Im might hit^ nMtct^ of the ‘ » 

eVtrvoBtenng'wmi mminy. MerwaimoMaMoiiiii}gfy^mkm»t^tfa»lm^ 

>«# paneled reond the whole of the faoffcaj whkdl be eilfvepedOFhh M 
uHiboH'atteiitkMi.- In ihe coormof luaeaneyiie marked^' Wflh peoiillir' 
aattf&ctkiAr one pattf in- wbieh5be>fcnrnppeimdfoi«fae peHectly ennitnblagr 
AodtOdflBprow i& the owre meongfy ea hiof«odiUaedoB« he avaitad^yiaiMlf ed > 

■ the pretext of hunger topfocuee the atemuty deky ; requeMinghi»eoaiidd«: 
ton. to procure bint aonuMhinglo em^ awcohe much feared* aebe eaid, ^it 
Merwaun urouM begone* and that be abould never be able toouditake him*. 

Little suspecting hia views, th^ procured bim a eoupde of loaves- bf bfead 
and. a piece of bwse fiesb, and with these put him oufcof thefcOh^ • 

Merwaun thus highly gntifted, returned straightrto hiaedcmiipmeBti aa# 
immediately dispatched another epistle to the. prince of Senner ^in wbicth 
addressing him by the most opprobrious of epithets, "OfispiiDg of thb 
** rnipore,** he told him that instead of blsmessengervihahadhad Inhispo^er 
the person of Merwaun himself, the son of Mahocnined^ that he had at the 
same time-absolved himself of hia vow, and discovered a spot by which be * 
could always oomm&nd an entranoe into his boasted- bulwarks; and be 
trusted-the time was not very distant* when he shoulchtake a further survey 
of them. The receipt of this letter appears to ha\« excited m- the person 
to whom it was addressed, the most serious alarmbe imniediately sued' 
for peace, and obtainedit, on-engaging to deliver immediately to Msrwaud^. 
five hundred maleaDd female-sfaures, aind the sum of ten thuusafiddinaorss 
and. further to convey to the city of the barrier* or SAbulabfiaiib'va'supfrip 
of five hundred mkdds,* or measures of provisionst 
Having seeuied the prompt discharge of every stipulation of this treaty,,. 

Merwaun proceeded now to invest another very strong place, to. which^otir 
author has given the* name* of.Hamrein.; and the* garrison. of 'which, it 
stated.to base been ampfy piepated for a eigoroua andt oksttoato defence. 

Afeer*h'e bad sacrificed a considerable iminber of tioopsi in some desperalh 
and feuitless attempts to make himself master of the fortsesst^he atmounced i 

^ikauaumh according tvlUchatA»i^,of ivabaadicd dirbapittpi diaiMjL^hi^ a,M94ii)|i. ‘ 


• iHoOiimd 

{iy,dt»^ltMsb^ «r(Hildbe tfae iieM^d tbst; should i«i«tif',eii<€r Ifi 

fUrfitfc Olie of vidio JtteMed' h'm OiM(ii|»«.^^ 6 nQ 0 k the mU^otHM of thlb 
’SOMff* tinf^tit'Miinee; eml fbrulhately discov^ng^.fta eei^uoi- 

.oeicdl eritheome Ofthe undec ground pMoages, or eofltmoo* sewers«of-the 
eosm, he eontnVed to let hiOMeU' in, prohshly^ with such aS hs<{ hetii 
eKtected to assist hita in bis attempt. The garrisoii either ttniiiediithiy 
throw down their arms, or sinipeQded 'ali further resistance.'' The sueeeae- 
liil adseiltaTer was puootosiiy pind’hw thousand dinaars, and desired by 
Merwaoii to make bis choice among' the faireat of the female captives. 
S^he aceordiHgiy proceeded tode, and having tixed upon a young girl of 
exquisite, beauty, be was conducting her downwards by the hand fiom the 
Sarti when seising her opportunity, the generous damsel suddenly clasped 
Che odious foreigneiHa herarnni with ail the force of female revenge, and 
casting herself headlong fh>m the works before he could disengage himself 
from her en^race, they were both together dashed to pieces in the fall. 
Enraged at sttch an instance of desperate and mortal antipathy, Merwaun 
caused every human being that was found in the place, to be put to death 
Without mercy, and without exemption. 

Without leading us into further detail, we are now told, that having 
made himself master in succession of every castle, and place of strength in 
the adjoining regions, to the remoter limits of Sermer, Kbtnao or Kbma, or 
perhaps Kbban,* and Sedan, Merwaun here terminated ibe career of his 
victories in that quarter, and returned to pass the winter at B&buiai>bauh> 
.The ensuing spring be employed in completing the subjugation, and 
receiving the submission of the several petty princes of tiie mountains of 
Daghestann; aH of whom, with a dingle exception, hastened t> acknow¬ 
ledge his authority. The subject of this exception; who bsd absconded 
With some of his ibllowers, leaving his castle besieged b;y the Mossletna, 
was, however, soon afterwardsdispatclied by an arrow 8 bot,.fioni the hand 
cf a shepherd boy, whose flock he had ventured to make free with, for the 
supply wfhis imen^ate necessities; and his head being planted by Mer- 
.warm oh a pdle, in view of the works Of the besieged h'lrtress, tliC pitrWtM 
damedhitely sued for o^rcy ; to which they were admitted, on 'Clnghgi^ 

f afdwhw wtw l ia h t i nftah is il 4ig8h;6^ , < | Fsthapf 



nSids ojf^n^. .^,te(^ii^h^ij^^ngi4ty;AmlW9^^ 4»»-W 

vecf* fo tavebeei>,e»,^j^« »fi^, «r|ii|!h,jf| ■ Wm"-' 

AefeA Y< !« iloglwi, w 4 i*^n, M» ^^^leig|>bo^!^^lp(^#R|a^ . • 

Aa. , At jil|4»euls,,i_t ia ,obaetir«<j,t}>«l tflS »’4o^(^.,,^^»^^J(j^o^^|l1^#^j)^^ 
territory of AnneiiiA hsul by tbi» J«)jbum(Utedi^..iMAa % 

og^oent Qt)w reoatiiatu^ ofl^r the uto^M^t re&i|t«f)pe ^ 

The nrrrative must nc^w r^uj soine^ yjewa* to «!root% witieli*' 
although of minor ^portaoce, were passiog jo ot^gr $)parteis of thoAiopifeg 
during the period in which our attcmtioo has beaa omployodria so «od«ar 
1^opr to trace the pMgress of Jidpaatdmao cooquost, oo lh« wasteipa.shoraf- 
of jthe Caspian, and through the intricate n^ioos of Caocasufa. ' • < 

In the course of the year one hundred and six,* a disseotioqbsvtiig Khohtusot. 
Iiri'ien between two Arabian tribes, which had fettled imtheneighiwitrhood ul<«khbaaK. 
of B&Ikh, and tfroiinating in actual hostilities, Nasser the son of Seysii?;^ 
destined ata ^ubsequeut period to become the opponent of the Celebrated Ab(^ 
^lossleu]^4*and now hr&t introduced to our noticev Was the person employed^ 
l)iy the lieutenant nt Khorassaun, to quell the disturbance; in which, hjt 
very distinguished exertions, he ultimately succeeded: and the autbora/Q| 
the commotion were condemned to the no very heavy, but disgraceful 
punishment, of having their heads and beards sbora. Soon afterwards^ 

Mosslem the son of Sauid, who had administered the government of Khoiw 
assaun, as the agent of Amrft the son of Hobairah, was removed from hia 
employment by the new patron, Kbaled the son of Abdullah u| 

Kesheury, to make room fur his brother Assud^ whom be delegated 
to take charge of that province. 

The following year,j’ the same Assud the son of Abdullali eiiq>loyed thw 
troops of hia province, in reducing the territory of Gl)pur, and the hilly 
ri^gion of Neimrouz, in the same direction; which were now brought undw 
tjje dominion of Igsi^m. 

In t^e year one hundred ant) eight,} Mosslemah appeared once more at 
the head of an army in the territories of the Greek emperor, fais formec 
cpn^petitor hep the Isjaurisn; from whom he captured on this occasion the 
oj^y of Kaysareiah.§ 

Instructed by experience in the policy of frequent removals in thw 
government of the great provinces of the emptte, Heshaum appears to havw 
* A. D, rS4. t A. D. 725. } A. D. 7S6, {In Cappadocia perbi^ 


im 

ArHrl»X« u toj^itroe 

bej^lij^fwi^aftwoyw |ChaTe4.i||^ t9|^j^ AM 

KlMlMinttt* iiii^y of bis su^ority o>ver Ir&k bM Kfooft^uo, .$he ybat^oM 

lil^rikblNUir. hiMdiod Bud nine^ tbe htter province being cc^igned Hukkej|^,.ut 
Kelicby. He was, faowrever, shortly afteirwirds superseded in bi| 

Iftent by Assreab the son of Abdullah. 

. The greater part of the inbabitants of the city of Samarkand had, it se^iiis^ 
hitherto persisted in adhering to the idolatrous system of their ancettors. 
Tbeif^ntire eon version was .reserved for the year one hundred and. ten an 
event which is aacribed to the zeal and assiduity of Asstesh the lieutenant 
of Khoraasauo, and bis agent Abb^usseyda. Under the same year it has been 
thought of sufficient importance to record the demise of Htissun the 
sorite,a(td of Jurzouk an Arabian poet, of whom we know nothing further 
than the name. Assresh was succeeded in bis government, in the course 
of one hundred aod eleven, by Jenneid tlie son of Abdiirraihman. 

It becomes here necessary to remark, that the defeat of Jerrauh.the son 
of Abdullah, at the con£uence of the rivers KOrr and Oras, and the subseo 
quent conflicts in which Sauid the Jershite, is described to have been 
engaged with the Khozzers, are referred iu the work, which at present 
serves to guide us, to the year one hundred and twelve ; as those of Moss- 
lemah and Merwaun with the same nation, are related by the compiler of 
the Tarikb gflzeidah, among tho events of the years fifteen and sixteen. 

In the year one hundred and thirteen, we are, however, informed that 
^.H. CXTII. lieutenancy of Africa bavin" been bestowed by Hashaiim, upon Ab- 
A. D. 731 . iiiijigi) gon of (jajaub, several places in the territory of the blacks, 
Belaud>e-8owbdan, not improbably Nigritia, were included in the domini* 
OHS of the Ikhoiaufut, by the exertions of that commancier. 

A H CXrr government of Khorassauo was taken from Jenneid the son nf Ab» 

and XVH.' dutnubman, during the year one hundred and fnurteen, and transferred by 
A. D. 712-35. Hashaum to Aussem the son of Abdullah ul UullauJy; who continued to 
Itold it untiione hundred and seventeen, when he was superseded by |he 
appointment of Aasud the son of Abdullah. ' ‘ 

Under the year one hundred and eigl>teen,t Sfiliman and Mauweiah dba 
sona of Hashaum, in an expedition against the territories of 4 ho .(sfAdr 
. emperor, are recorded to have triumphed over the Christians. 

•AD.72t. tA.D. 73$. 
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Kui«nr^N«ver tbe aon of S^yaur; c Jold{«r,lay8tidd^tfe^tell^«4MI^A^ 

Ij^vrfh ^b incMI it tiaiiltbi(^'fb^0lfiiiaiir%l^ 

subverttdibe power of the race* i^OtameyaH. ^ ^‘ aL . 

^ i.neoufte^e9 by tbe inaidioua promM of tl|e^peo|pAtf^6f a^hxxXH. 

flOQ* 4 jrflihfttiin ZeyfM*til<«iiiti4>«deut,Hli llie t:»iirW$*bf line 'lt^l*^lK#jfi!bd a. u. 740 . 
twehty^iiet aud^in spite of the en<ieae<>tti», of the Hioredistireht htlH 
ienced df bis triends, to dissuede bm hromsucb'e th 

a^rt fam clSSnfis td sovereign power. The exeeutfoh ‘df%ts *dfeligto*'1«aai 
However, deferred to the first night .of the month df Sufiiff,^ bf t&i4*''ysw 
one hundred and twenty<*two; when he appeared 10 open revolt hi the cans 
tre Of Khfhh, against the authority cf Haidiaoiit, aiAd* the hodhe of 
Omtneyuh. He found, notwithstanding, by br^k of day, idtfaOtf|fh fifN^ 
thousand of that perverse and tndonstimt people bad'pledged Ibehr fhltlf to 
Join him on this odoHsion, that no more than ,fite hundred htd thod^fif it 
necessary to abide by their engagements. . > •« it 

In paihatu>ii of this their perfidio^ls behatloor they alleg^, It'shevn^ n 
prohibition on tbe part of Zaid, against attaching to the names of AHd 
9ukk^, and Otnai, those terms of maiedkctiotMisualfy prononueed hy tbe 
parry, as the test perhaps of (heir priueiplcS} while thdir 4m8(ini''mi^ 
possibly have considered those two respectahje' Kbalift among the lihst 
faithful and iilnstrious of the prophet’s companions ranch at any rate 
the pretext under which they conceived themselves wsfranteddb racedeftom 
tba most solemn engagements, and to disappear to their hldiitg^plpeefl f thua. 
adding to the recorded inHsmy of their city, aimtberdoiiapiottiiMdiMidma^ 
theittreiKhery to the iamriy of'the prophet, in betraying tbe ttnliHttfbtto 
p^pfdsettmtfve bf their Jm^lnni^, ^with*-his habdM of'filUoWera, tocowdiat 
agaii|st the fearful eddaof establiabed govefoaent, twd'supefior'ferce.^^ 
ft stnagr^^erVerainn ef Ibciand fuatice^ they eentrived hoiirewt« to reniovn 
festt UneiaMlverehe adgiaa df desertfea, and to affix a to f b« fuaii wiffiai 

*Uaini«iymb, A«I>. 7to. • ^ 


«e KM^hTTMuAmwA, Wm -tStSiAif'm 

<fr|Hcb |il«4Wiiiyiift>gwC<«’<lfli(iV^jelUS^ 

lift abrUilSNlMlb : tori-lbA MOMlndiM^jFiAg' W'tbiHMIuM 
bMriral (iM IMiiIii. lb* vlnifiiiiwDt' of M* onrtttiil’llM* <iM(l 
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KMbt^ut. to tl>« bwxe aiejrt, vJWtfOd ffeif 

d^t.their J^de»^ thf c^pg%jp<^efM^ itkM|i 

hprah^ 9«d odioa; qc^^rpctinft.; he!#e««r« 

Ifeneral by .the S^«ihs K^lhe adb?renti (4 AMy,* IkMIt ^Hiy 

gpt»b. dk^ who dectfd Ah6jBuhhertQhi»exdfi|Mn%b^ flw^rapttdib^i^ 
of Nisstmby, elector; uaurpiog for fhemielk^es^ tbeimual, 
of B^I!!fi 9 ^P»Ht» the fbbn^toiP of Qf|hcirff>»y. , -' ■ ■■’' ,. v,. ■>- % - %>::U ^ ‘ 

'^ dortiby ofSakl did not OQotiDuc^ iont; jttodeteffQined. ^ AtH^Mi^h ht* 
•evoral 9ttaeka.bevueceedi^ in lepoini^. iho' irmp^of •Y^af the 
Aj:pr(V the Th&kefito, be received at laat, inooeoftbe cootbctAjahkh tcit^ 
jplace i^t^r firoip. the priqcipal oio^ue.of Kdf«b«eQ airoiv iq tb« ftkivbead* 
which dtopiptched bin? tp the jperry aeat ^of his creator., His son Yah^y!^ 
who was alsoieqgtkged.in the Mm)prection,,edited His escape.iikfoKhorSir 
■Buit,,bu| waa there aeoed. and thtoviro iatO' KOfniaoBiBeiit by this vigifenco 
wTNosserSeyamr* 

A H CXXlIt. AlMioogb.the citizens ttf Saiaarkand had so long ain<^ embraced tkeeel|v 
A«'d. 741.* gionof tbeir^nqnerora, the kihaUtanta of the $<^hdt or adjacent tearitoiy* 
of Sogdiaoa,.were not yet quite reconciled to the yoke., And acoord^ng^ 
in the year one hundred and twenty-tli^e, we. find tbfm«eogajB^d .in b» 
fff >rt to recover tbeir mdependenee; but as they were speedily and suom 
eesafaliy asMiiled by tbe arma^ Nnsser Seyaur, their former tributary.'eon* 
ditioD was entail^ upon them with confirmed force ond rfgnu^ , . ^ 

• Qn the dpath of Mahonuaed tbe son of AUy» nnd'gifandsnn of AAdidlahi 
Ahbas, ip tbe year one .buiidr^d and t^eoly-fow» MsSdnJbranbi^.susie 
' needed to thef^oBors and influence of his fi^Oy ; Slid anifpi|% .invested .ibt 
jgaUsnt iM 'iayi^f^ihk Abfl Moaslein,.with tfaecl^ap»liiniid.^«bnBe'S^ 
were about V> assert in arras the long .agitated plairas tbe^bnust^ugAbh^ 
ipf tbw celebrated, leader, of.whoi»:.M^e .shall. ,faav^wil^b,lgQ! ssy bfo^ltltiy 

'iSur^|tKW.^kfly jitafes^iW he W» honSvat naUlagplikih^ 
gf Isfidkuhi.^Hl' 'P^'^be,first ^tMiry,*^ 

tp. HiMui^oftafiibaniir las was a dasepudant cf 

n^aurab, who deduced his ocIgiiKfmra Kjutdorftbe son of Kflshwaud, ime m 
SHbqdaiail wnwb agpifito hws Uml b wih inpwith tb»wibie%ai|it■ppiihd’fsCf 
AMlihdu 



tbe pm teaiFde^ ^ StautfiikAk, EE3ES 

|M€yftilt<iria^ i^dMmii»ilti^lUid«tt4*^wiace4’to’1^^ 

Ibr the of lti« a^fstli^ ond 'ia 'iUrtber aaiidlo Itafll oil^^ii^ted 

, iKtiOD fbedAy of battle. Two tfb«aMaace& here httirod'o^^ 'jSloWi 
Ibbllliilnibte coincidence betweyn hfOl Wfkl' b^ dOiOeodant AMf 
arfaofai Wilt bo seen hereafter, aeleotiikl the aanO lable livery in hia ifSMif- 
'roetioo ftMr the house of Abbas ;'aakl^ ‘Wtef hl^ ^d^MfObi^dir^bld iMd 
ftaveMieitbutahiidat thn h(ntoraidfi»Mbtf 'aMil«tf^ 

Itosbrt tbaaAbb Moaalatn wasilnealiy aprtinjt 1^W^^i'dideni 

)piMc Beildij‘«hi«her, the itfiotater of thojuat Kouabirvwbo. * At«d1tei(1y,tt*ia 

disserted that hb Was the child of one of tbe dotnestici^offhVihlnilfl^j^^ ‘ 

‘iKMti, as we have already observed, at or near l8tbhaun,blth'<^d|h WettaoW iil&t 
how this ia to be reconciled With bia apflOltatiob of Abb hIbaileAfuf 
ay, but educated'inlkncy to manhood''at'Kbfhhl "At ih'd 
nineteen, being introduced to the lepresentative of the house Of 
Mahommed the son of Aliy, as Will be seen heredher,ihat' fuirsdo Ihitn^ 
diately diatingafshed in his countenance the ifideJt bf futiitd * 

Venown, and gave him the name of Abdurraihtnan $ with the Ihfther aj|lpdf« 
iative of Abb Moaatem, under which be becadie In celebrated at aadba^- 

qUentperirjd, ‘ .' .. ' 

WdnOwcomd Co record the death of the Khsllfflashaom, the fbtfitfi ^ A.H.CXXV. 
the sons of Abduimblek, who succeeded to the throne 6f t'hbi#fkcbbr.' jli^ A. D. 74 s. 
eUpifad, it would af^pear, at the small town of Ri^atifah; in the 
'hourhnodof Seffeitie, of a quinsy, of itiflammatioir df fbe thMfd, ^hi''*tffb 
jtear one hundred and cweoty4ive, and'afteraVeigA'Of niuef^n yeM dbl 
iiiwe nifjmhs; which, if true, fixes his death In thcr early partwf thb aadliAl 
Ja(fhiMrtfdy:*Tiie hiaiorian htw assigned to him the'chafdeiiWof a'^UHhdhHit* 
daeand awirtcious prhioe, whose libbm} pfopenartiea il|t(arar ch'liiivt bd^ 
bMulw^'wbsefbed in one fiursuiv ihat df dtdD^n^ hdiiea $ of *ii^hr6h ndt 
Ie ai b i ( k w1fottr fiiObaadd itt sMted td havd bdtbi' fed ttHds'lla^ea. tie ivt& 
Jarved'ifr^he oiBce of ifi 2 !lr by a slbVef, ofHiifhaiaelof Auteon; betoa(j^bjj| ift 
fiiabrotitdrSauM,theittHfidAbduhntM ' ^ ..v- - 

to . V ' ^OApiHj A. DkfaK 

#■ bf 
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CHAP. xri. 

r, r ' J f ' 4* t. • » j 

A.H.CXXV. x the^wviod xif Mt.pteckcesiAf^<iejitbt Wilid tbe ■oii'of Y«*a«W wm 
X absent in soiae part of the territory eontiguniis to the Hvet jJordad. 
Khoiaassuu Kturmog "to Dmihmcu 8( on intdligenee ofi that eTe&tt4}ea|»peMt|o 
uUalchbaur. have succeeded Without opposition, to'the throne of ilie Khalifr.' This 
Walid ird. prtnce w desorihed to have eoinbtned in his ohaicKnfNr a dispostuoa 
devcnth of equally remarkable hn ita imldness and extensive hbe«'lity, and for theenost 
the houseof licentious bi^its of debauchery end depravity. 

Onraeyah. Having coDfirmed Merwaun in the govemment oC Adrmeniia and Asef« 
bayjiki, and yCiaauftbesonof Amrh in thatol the two provtni^eeof irkk, 
he^ continued the lieutenancy of Khorassaun toi Nuaser Seyaur; wrtb 
inatructiona to set bis prisoner Yaheya the son of ZakI at large, with permie* 
sioo to dispose of himself as he thought best, and to treat him otherwise 
with kindness and libeiaUty. Yaheya was accordingly dismiased by the 
governor of Khonssaun, with a rich dress of honor; and a present of two 
thousand dirbeme to defray the expenses ipf his jouree^i into Irak i where 
bq was desired to take up his sestdence unql he fecqieed the Khalifa 
further commands. This unfortunate man b«l proceeded ai % estibe 
ci^ of hfoy^apOii, accompanied by aboutmoe hundred of his4rieiidit,(aaA 
bad balUd witluflto Persian league of thpt place, jwben hs^wns^ackedby 
Anifb the son of Zeraursh at the bead of two AlKi;uaandimeB» aflfeetsng la 
believe that be bad made his escape from iraprisoomenc, wkbOim tbeteoo- 
eurrencp of those who had him incustodyw IfoheygyMtdihiKatfoiKiwili ^ 
dNboded tbemseleesf however, hriibf greaft gfaUanety,* rnwh^iiMeeaded m 
lepubing their esniulaiDta^iUittjiiipon this, Qoa«e(viii> 9 i.tli«t .is vq«#b bg 
unsafe to pmoaedinfov^rlki he prevailed upon hie litfiiNia tufetum with . 
him into KborassaunrWitb the dedgn of foking , 

And as hia conduct had possibly tmeu mrsrepfesented fn Nusser Seyaur, who 
had iu foot origmady diMppidved of faieenlargement, that clbef expreaaed 



pl«ceL>fi«thtt ii^igNboiirhofttd of Vatii^ arliMie 

ftGciinipi||tc^ tu a6ireaJ»i4od^«ji«p^ pftierlaibQfr 4 , 

pf ibeicv^ps^ ^ SevaUfi mvtl«r iMem tlwt ton iImi • 

penfita, by whoQi, ti^gethor witb the wht^of his fbHowan# after p geUKKt 
resijiCMicei he was pul to death: his bo4]{({.with, that of bis brei^>'Alldl 
Fuaault being suspended to a gibbet neair l^^auMn ;ttt which situalaOii ft 
feaitaiofMLtiiBtiL Ab4 Mo8sdja»ntap^tedj:te pidHsisihe isfi{neMriobhiie|ltte 
htkuaeofOaioteyalW' « • < ^ ^ > 

Ijitbe year cuxe hundfedsad 4W6Bty<«Xt^ dkguesled with bis eafiseftisih A.H.CXXV|( 
tion to b)§ pleasures, the higher orders of'his suhjfeotsi sad istoeaiMie 
ptiuoq^l ipdividuals of the bouse ofOinAieyab,coB8pifed agaiaatWab^'ia Kbelsutnii* 
fast# of b» couzia german^ Yejaei*i<i4he sou of Walid the ftcst. • Aa<htlia sbskbbsar. 


latter, embracing an opportunity* while the KhathT with hb whcde otMtt 
was absent from IJamascu^ to avoid the horrom of the. plague, iartbriaiter 
month of Juismatuly,* openly uomasked bis desiga,. Watbi tettmied wHIk ' 
out delay to his(*apital,oii this intelligence, to give battle in the ineurgeaia^ 
was defeated and driven fiir shelter to his palace ; and tiiiaber behi|f pllfw 
sued by his enemies, they immediatelyecaled She terraeM,an<bdiiiaovdititig * 
the Unhappy pnnce in hw ooncealment, struck hia bead, and ooowyed 
it to the presence of the successhii usurper. This, at the age of Ihirfyisix, > 
was tbe&teofWalidtbeseeond, after a reign of one year and mnemoiiihas ‘ 
aiceordlng to euotfaer HistQriaD,f after a reign of one year and two monflM,^ 
at the age of forty-three. ' * « * . . . 

Ybzzeid, the third of that name, the^sno of the flmt’W^d, and tkitftb Yacnie 
FLhelif of the house of Ommeyah, succeeded widimtt gredt diflbbik^, ju,! 
in-seeuihig the subinission of the nobles,*'and other'princifal'eltiteift.’ twelfth of 
wkImi the reach of his capital; but several great lords o# die <N&pf#e),'atbl ft® house of 
paBtiiinibwty.Merwa«ntheM^ of Malwamed^ whom dmtiny ftad'tNftifiied 
P>.f}ellhelassJUisbf of this facc» ectiitunMieiously.>peim eve Nd in widltMMbig 
thgir>l^egiahee ;«nd too 8usoeasftidy«eiKmfreg^ aod^phNiiotSd Ihe sdthih'f 
jMspifit which hegan to appear hr lha 'diftbrens prfmaees. ^ ' 

gutboN^aaitiipsrfeelly aodpreeariuus|y<t»iablfshed,*Y<<fflevtl prucaided, 'i 
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•UlbWitr. KhonisMuo, by^tiMe^ Seyttur; wbicb ib 

▼inee ^c!h hti pendn andtMmfblstralirmttbiit ffeey'warts 

aa^y M to' traiMfer their obedience to Khbzzela' the SterttaUOiali, oiiO ^ 
fbe lolia or deseemiaiitaof Mobrtrob: betwixt whom and Se^iif, 

hrOBttlitiea'nboit afterwards broke out, Which continued ko rage, l^witl 
fresctody be seen', dntil the rights of the house of Abbas were pi^lainied 
by Abb Moaslent, from among the ruins of Merfi,* About the same time, 
Bdkkerthe sOn of H&man, one of the agents of that family, was successfully 
employed in Khoraasaun in obtaining a proihtSh of allegiance ft>r the repre* 
aentalire of che'house of Abbas ; and relumed with mostfiberal contributi¬ 
ons to f braubim the designated linaom, the son of Maifommed, for Wh^ 
aerrice thfey had been collected among his adherents. 

From the impending misfortunes Yezzeid waf, however, rescued by thh 
plsfTue t of which, at the age of .tliirty-seven, he died on the twentieth of 
Ziihudje,f of this year, after a short-lived sovereignty of six months. If the 
advantage of an illustrious birth had been alone sufficient to confer renown, 
or to aecure his power, this prince would have been singularly fortunate, 
since bit historians have assigned t<» him the following exalted pediirre^. 
Hit mother Mah<4ifrpid, was the daughter of Feyrouz the son of T( zdt jird, 
the lest monarch of the ancient Persian dtiiSaties ; the mother of Feyrouz 
waa the daughter of Sheirfiiah, by a daughter of the Greek emperor of Coo- 
•tentinopie; and lastly, the mother of Sheirhiah Was the daughter of the 


Khaugan, or greet Kaiin of Tataria: so that he had good grounds for 
hnsating, as he frequently did, that ** be was the too of''Nnushifvlin, the 
** father of MerwaWn, thegreadsoo bfOesar, asd the ssine m thh%urtlk 
•* degree of the Khlgan.** ^ ’’ 

IsaAveiii iBMAUttTlf the son of WaKd the first, thirteenth' Khaiif of the' fiddhe of 

XiMtb. Ommeyalb Oa the death of Yezzeid, the peopte of GaidasCul, Ih'<W* 

af the house fbhtiity imtb ah srrinigement made by will, Were ekaily prevatfe^ upoo 'ib 
ttovamy* pledge their ^idlegiance to his brother Ibrauhim: but, fhud fSli i^ifirm 
^ which was already spread of the approach of Merwaunvwho- hfhf&v^ 

" y TariUi fizeidaik t October jSd, A*J3I* 744^ - 




TwiUi 

T«bir$ 


kiM>ivn"to W4^ult4^,AfB^i^^|•^«^ • ferj;,t|^rii|^;|^ 

hwway ferity 

■ff^kt 0jF tbif f riii<}^ tvete never likely tq^be wj; fiicigiMMrni, >' ; f )| 

. Oft *itiWiii^e!e of the eeOeasion^of ihrwthjiD, Mjerwfmi ki^. 

fioftlly, determined in bii retoluijoo*. C^initiiAg; 

Arii^a^aiid'AzerbtyjauD to one of hiSrfoNoweri» A>ampi,i^p^^ 
fpeid ul Httliauly« he proceeded on fate n^h teverde PuiMtfH4i|4 ^ 
seeme to have reached Uameaewithpiift enper|ea^i||^.aB3r partia9^Cfl|% 
sftion. The |;enneofi of tfaair place ventured, ap l^ve kkpt hfdlief 

hut fiitaHy coming to an accommodation, they agreed tcntraiMder jdteir idle^ 
giance to hiiBk jEderwaun now continued to advance, and haviiif ^otaRp* 
defeated the troops of Syria, under Seleitn the spa of the Khaiif Haihlliunia 
he appeared without further oppotition.bcfofe the gated of tbetcapital* 

According to some authorities, IbrAbim was engaged in pencm ui Ihii^ KhdUumnc. 
last conflict; and having fled in consternation to Damaeciis, there eauead^ al-akbbaar. 
the two sons of Walid the second, Hukkem and Othmkn, whO'.faad long 
lanj(uished in imprisonment, to be put to cfeatb. . , 

Whatever might have been the object of this unneceasaiy, pigpe g| 

Cruelty, ifaraubim seems to have reliii^uiahed all though]^ of fcpl^amme # 
against the invader of his rights. Immed»teiy on hia ariivat befone^Pameoit TuHb 
€us, he surrendered bis person and authority into the hands of Merwamat Tebiy. 
to whom he mode no difficulty to pledge his allegianocu What became o^ 
him afterwards is not clearly explained. According to the author of tfag^ 

Tarikh ghaeidah, he perished by the hand of Hejai^ie the spa of Ahdukmv 
six Others affirm, that he survived a short ume, afh^r daimiog the pfot 
tection of Merwaun; but most agree that be did not outlive bis tbirtywiuiA 
year, having exercised a ajjiprt and precarious sovereigoty d somethmlp 


less than three months. 


' KbohumiS, 


MtawAtix the second, surnaraed Ul Bumraaup, ^be ann of Idaliaciiiwxl, ui-skhbww. 
■nd granditoii nf \|erwauo tl|e flint; the fourteenth pnd i^'KbaUf^ofIha^'* 
house Oimmeyah. klerwattn heuk pcaaessiop of Damaacua fn* ^ Idten im. 
{faitffuw month of Su0ttr,d,die year one hundred and awepty^setwu,^ law KMlf 
wid immediately recegoipedas their sovereign fay the people oflhe| ^^^^*"** 
placf. ^Bui the whole emg^ teeming with inaurreotioQS, vraa now rapidly 
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A^cgpiVlK whieli>di(»otfi dw^ -almoat 

AASt > 44 « eKtipgui<ibedey^.iodifiiJiuilf}flheb«ji96.of>ihiittejwi^t' .r ^ . I 

KlidlauMufc- At Kuittb|,ttM<priiieifKit «t£iiceiis<r)e«olti«i§-^MQ«6 Ab- 

ohKkbbMir. dulJab the son of Omar AbdtjilazzuB, the p>0Emor')Cif'4rftk sirboi: rcsiided at 
, tfato time at Heireh on l^upbretes^ relfeaed ftoni b» prison Abdal&h 
the son of Mauweiab, $ descendant of Javui^ Teya«f>; (o wbom they 
pledged their allegiance as the rightful successor to the throne of the Klia<*, 
lilt. AbduUsh< «ras soon at the bead of g considerable with leMcit 
be advanced towards Ueirab; but tieing met and defeated by the gwndenn 
pf AbduUazEia, he was compelled to return, with aume precipitatioii, to 
Kfiifdi. Fnnn thence, however, be wklidrew with a considerable body of 
Che inhabitants, 6rst to Med&ein, and ultimately to ilulwaun ; of which, 
having made himself master, be further extended bis power through that 
part of i^ersianlrAk m tbecity of Isfabaun, on one snje, and lifti on the 
other. An insurrection which took pl.ice during the same year, among 
the iflbabitants of Hems, or Uainess, and some other cities in Syria, being 
olore within hiscontroul, was however suppressed, without great difficulty, 
by the personal exertions of Merwaun, and of. the detachments which he 
emyloyed to enforce obedience. 

Tarikh Hia protracte<d residence, and distinguished sert^ices in AzerbayJ&n and 
Tcbc/. Anct^nia* might have been expected to secure, in those provinces at least, 
an attachment to the giwcrnment of Merwnun. They became, neverthe* 
less, at a very early period, the scene of sedition, and revolt to a very 
inveterate degree^ A schismatic of the naine of Musaaufer \m d Kesbeir, 
a nativeof Beylekftn, raising the standard of insurrection at Ardejbeil, and. 
betng there joined by the gieater part of the inhabitants, proceeded to the 
altackottbeplacenNiisnalivity; whichwaathei) the residence .of A tissetpul 
Hiillauly, the lieutenaiu of Merwaun. ,Tbe tjgwn beins escaJadgd by the 
insurgents, the Khalifs lieutenant was compelled .to Ay towards Berdia,. 

, where be remained to assemble the troops of the two provinceiS, In his 
•* eamp near that place, be was, bowever^surprised soon afterwards,by, MbssaiH 
toraadbis followers, now become extremely puiperpi^ apddbrn^ Wl[p» 
himself kilted, with many of bis associates, and the wfaidepfhia tr^pa.*^ 
parsed. The, iosuige»ta returned to Beyl^aun IcHK^^^Uh bno^t^and 
^ npc ai,littie encouraged hy this continued train o(|Hcce|«n 'flp awngej^ihe 
injuiy and re>eitablish hia lusalted authoiit) ,M^auD selected Abdulm^tk 
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tb#90iY'«f MoMleiBs oit»of irif ef|>taioft whoie fiitlN>rln4 

by tbe insurgents. Tbf»<;oaHnander accordingly entortt;^ Anbabia wlth a A. D.y 49 . 

eonsidorabi^ fierce, proved^ however, not more fortunate than bhi ^nddecesb 

aor. Between Berdia and a town oaited Werban, he was also attacked, and ’'Tibiiy* 

killed by the insurgents. Nevertheless, his brother who succeeded to' tbe 

command, contrived, under various disadvantages, to protract Hie* War in 

this country, until the insurrection in Khorassaun, under the* auspices of 

Abb Mossiem, had brought the power of the Beniii Otntneyah to the vC^ 

of dissolution. 

Ever since the reign of Hashaum the son of AbduTihblek, tbe government 
of Khorassaun had been continued by the succeeding Khaiifs, without 
Interruption, to Nusser Seyaur; and his authority was confirmed to him 
afresh, on the accession of Merwaun. Nusser Seyaur was a native 
of Bassorab, but unfortunately foe himself, and the race for whom he 
governed, cherished an unwarrantable prc^judiCe against all who were 
not of his own tribe; a prejudice which he betrayed in several 
acts of severity towards those of other tribes who served under 
his government. Disgusted by a behaviour at once so illiberal and 
impolitic, the chiefs of these latter entered, at length, into an associltion 
for the redress of their grievances, with a couzin german, and not a sod,o/ 
the celebnited Mohillcb, whose children have already occupied so distin¬ 
guished a shar® in the pages of this narrative. The name of this person 
* was Kliozzeia the son of Kissa, entitled the Kermaunian, from the country 
of his birth ; an appellation by which he will be hereafter more generally 
recognized. Bearing an unbounded influcMice with his tribe, that of the 
Benni Ezd, he appeared to the malcontents, of all others, the best qualified 
to vindicate their wrongs; and to him they bitterly cofoplained of the severi¬ 
ties which they had been oompelled to suflTer, from tbe illiberal partiality of 
Nusaer. The Kermaunian recommended fur the present, that they 
Would return peaceably to their habitations, and that he woukl 
try the effect of expostulation with their obnoxious governor, lie 
accordingly repaired at an early opportunity to the presence of Nusser 
Seyabr’ and remonstrated with him, in very severe terms, on that part of his 
conduct, by which be had given such general dissatisfaction ; at the same 
time apologizing for the language, in which he was compelled to address 
by his apprehensions of the mischief which might pnssibf'y arise, 
should a of mutiny break out among their countrymen. Without 

4 £ 
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A.H^XXV1K condctcending tonotlce the tubject of bis reiAMstrsneOi Nimer 

A.D.r4S. demapded, in reply, who he was, that he should presume to speak to him' 
Tarikh such intemperate language } And immeiliateiy ordered himjo prison, t<^ 

Tsbrj. ruminate on the unguarded freedom with which he had ventur^ to disclose 

l^imself. 

This • violent measure produced an immediate and serious agitation 
among the discontented tribes; and it was determined that some expedient 
should be adopted without dela>, for the enlargement of their chief. But 
as matters were, perhaps, not yet ripe for open revolt, they contrived by 
night to open a private passage to the prison of the Kerinauniau ; through 
which, with considerable difficulty, and, as he is said to have been a man 
of extraordinary size, or great corpulence, at the hazard of siiffhcatioo, 
succeeded in forcing him once more to ilie light of day ; and setting him 
immediately on horseback, convened liim to a place of safety, under the 
protection of his adhereiils.’ Before he had been, apprized of his escape, 
Nusser Seyaiir, on cooler reflection conceiving perhaps, that in a moment 
of irritation he might have been led to indulge in a greater degree i»f resent¬ 
ment than the occasion could justify, disparehed the captain of his guards, 
Selem ul Mauzeny, the day following to salute the Kermaunian, and to 
assure him, in his name, that he was in no re8|»ect disposed to do him the 
smallest injury ; but that provoked by some expressh.ns which bad drop* 
pt^il from him in their late conference, he had felt himself unavoidably 
offended. However, that he might now venture to his presence, as he ' 
was invited to do, with an assurance on his part of perfect indtninity. 
With this message, the Mauzenite repaired to the Kermaunian, whom lie 
found at laige; and to whom he repeated what he was authorized to com¬ 
municate on the part of the governor of Khoraasaun. Although there 
appears to have been nothing particularly offensive in the nature of this 
communication, there was some circumstance in the demeanor themesaen* 
ger, which induced the Kermskunian to observe, that if he had not been aware 
of his ignorance, the occasion would perhaps justify him in teaching him ales* 
son of respect. To which, when the Mauzenite replied by disclaiming with 
an oath, any power or authority in the Kermaunian which entitltd him to 
any thing that was submissive on his part, the latter added, that if be were 
not under the protectiim of his roof, and of the laws hospitality, he copld 

easily convince him of the situation in which he stood. “ Go,” said he. 
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^ thou idmiary of the true Ck)d, return to thy mister, thit^ Utg'ndifa,* 4ttl!.CXX1IUf. 

* and tell him, in answer to his menage, whatever suits tiuo^^oWA dnere* A. D.f4Sb 

** tion; whatever' thy observation may have taught thee; lor with me, TwikV 

** neither thyself nor thy master, are any longer of the smallest importauce/' Tatar* 

Selem hastened accordingly to describe to his employer thecircumstmices of 

his unwelcome reception; but when desired to be the bearer of-a second 

message, he begged to decline the office; not, as he alleged, iimn a sentt* 

meiU of fear, but from an apprehension, that if constrained,t^daiit to be 

witness to language so derogating to the honor of his genera), it might be 

more than he should be able to submit to; and that he might thus be irritated 

to assail the person of this audacious rebel in his own presence*chaBiber. 

The task was accordingly assigned to another of Nusser Seyaur’s captains, 

Essniut the son of Abdullah, one of the most distinguished soldiers in 
Khorassaun. 

iiut as this, *and several other messages which passed on the occasion^ 
seem to have had no other tendency than to aggravate the dispute, the 
detail may be easily omitted, without injury to the narrative. We shall 
therefore come at once to the last attempt made on the part of Nusser Sey* 
aur, to avert or protract the necessity of committing him.self to a state of 
absolute hostility with the malcontents. The Bemii Tcmeim, the mosir 
powerful of the Arabian tribes attached to his person and government, 
became now clamorous against any further expectation of arrangement with 
' that dog of a Kermaunian ; and urged their general, with some degree of 
importunity, to secure him, before his army should become formidable, and 
his power mure efficient. In the midst of these clamours, Nusser was 
addressed hy a couzin german of liis own, Aiikkaii the son of Mt^akkif, 
who cautioned him, by the most serious considerations, to beware of being 
influenced by the importunities, or the counsels of these violent men ; lest 
by a premature contest with the discontented hiclion, he should bring dis¬ 
honor upon himself, and the most serious calamities upon his hmiily; 
independent of the difficulties which he would accumulate upon hissover^- 
eign, by thus provoking the spirit of insurrection already too alarmingly 
excited in other parts of the empire, with a tendency too manifestly 

, * On the precise meaning of these terms which refer to the offtpring oitmething inct the 
didtor ku not been able to decide. 
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A.H.CXXVn| (directed to transfer the monarchy into other ’bands. On these eonsidefi* 
A. D. 745. tiona, he therefore intreated, whatever he might resolve upon, that ht 
Tarikh would not commit himself by any measure of rash, or intemperate violence., 
Tebry. To the prudence of these suggestions, Nusser Seyaur very readfly assented; 
and be desired that his relative would go to the Kermaunian, and try 
Whether he might not yet be brought to listen to the voice of reason, and 
moderation. 

For this purpose, .^ukkail procured a final interview with the Kermaunian; 
who was now sufficiently protected from injury by a guard of chosen 
horse, to the number of seven hundred, cased, as our author informs us in 
a preceding passive, to the eyes in steel. Aukkail proceeded, liowever, 
undismayed to open the subject of bis visit, urging the Kermauiiiaii, in a 
few words, to exert that iiiflut'iice which lie possessed as the chief of a 
powerful tribe, in the support of the legal authority ; and to discard those 
extravagant views of ambition, into which he appeared to have been lately 
betrayed, before matters should be carried to that extremity which threats 
ened the country with such alarming and dangerous consequences. To 
this the Kerroauiiiati condescending to make no other reply, than by an 
insulting demand, if the person who had sent him was not that same Fesser- 
c-lug, who had so frequently troubled him with his importunities on for¬ 
mer occasions ; Aukkail adjured him very solemnly against the applica¬ 
tion of any disrespectful epithets to a man, who, whatever might be his 
injuries, never made use of his name, otherwise than with applause. 
And thou,” exclaimed the Kermaunian, let me advise thee to be 
more sparing of thy words; as to thy employer,” still alluding to him 
by the same contemptuous appellation, his views, whatever they are, can 
never be realized. Nevertheless, let him resign his government, and 
“ retire to his private habitation, and possibly we may forbear to pursue 
** him any further; provided we may be allowed to proceed to the appoinU 
ment of another person to govern in his stead, equally to the advantage of 
** aU parties. If this be an alternative to which he does not chuse to accede, 

*' let him supply himself to the utmost of his wishes, with treasure from 
“ the revenues of the province, and make the best of his way to the pre^ 

** sence of his master: and we shall be able to adjust our dififerences ' 
** independent of his controul. But if this be also an alternative, to wbicii 
** he cannot prevail upon himself to accede, with me,” concluded the Ker^ 



loaunian, swearing a solemn oat]t» ** there remains nothing (br him bttt the A^CXJtV^ 
'*^word.’^ “ And yet,*' observed Aukkail, “ if 1 may venture to proptoee A.D.rsfLV , 
** such an expedient, there appears to be still one remedy left, by which, iwah, ' 
**to recooci^ all these discontents.** What may thaf be ?** said the Tsbiy. 
Kermauoian rather abruptly; “by a strict alliance,** replied Aukkail, “to 
“ convert all these animosities into a cordial and permanent friendship.** 

That is impossible,*’said the Kermaunian, “ for he cannot consider him* 

** seif on a par with m«.” Dost thou then speak in terms so contemptu* 
ous of a man of the race of Kennaunah,** demanded Aukkail, “setting his 
“ power and exalted rank out of the question?*’ If he were a genuine Ken* 

“ naunali,” replied the Kermaunian, “ the terms in which I should have 
“ expressed myself, would have been very different.** What if before 
“the day is at an end,” demanded Aukkaill, “I undertake to pay thee 
“ another visit ? If thy communications should only be of the nature of 
“ those which 1 have already heard from thee,*’saidtheKermaiitiian,“itwere 
“ better thou shouhiat not hazard the experiment. Noble Abb Ally,** 
said Aukkail for the last time, “ peradveniiire there is one circumstance 
which seems not to have been included in thy calculations. May 1 
“ not be allowed to express an apprehension, that the contest in wtuch 
“ thou art about to engage, may prove fatal to thyself?” “ I ackiiowi^ t 
“ ledge,” replied the Kermaunian in tlie terms of an Arabic saying, “ No 
“ fear, no power, but what pniceeda from my creator.” 

• Aukkail now returned to the presence ot Nusser Seyaur, and told him 
without disguise, that his opponent was become too formidable in strength 
and importance to be longer temporized with ; and that it behoved him to 
make use of his power while he had any to employ. Otherwise, in con¬ 
formity with what had been proposed by the Kermaunian, he would seriously 
recommend to him, either to withdraw to the privacy of domestic retire^ 
ment, that they might raise whom they thought proper to govern in his 
stead : or to take from the treasury of Kiiorassaun all he might require, 
and hasten to join Merwaun. He had therefore only to make his selection 
pf these three ahernativesu With equal scorn and indiguatiun the latter 
were rejected by N usser Seyaqr, who ordered the captain of bis guards, 

'^he already noticed Mosslem or Selem ul Mauzeny, to proceed 
immediately to attack this vile seafaring slave, (as lie chose to desigov 
gtu».hitn) and avenge the insults offered to legitimate authority. 



.HXXXV!t(« by HHnging hidli his head. The perteu the Kermatinh^ti' Vsl, 
A. 1). 745 . however, by this lime protected by a body of four thousand men ; tind the 
Tsrikb attempt of the guards of Nusser Seyaur to carry his orders lii^o txecution, 
Tebrj. led to the immediate commencement of hostilities, which, though transfer¬ 
red from the interior of the city ofMer6, to a place w'ithout the waits 
called Hvyaudet, where the contending parties reciprocally entrenched 
themselves, continued with undiminished inveteracy for the space of 
twelve mouths. During this period, Nusser Seyanr never ceased to solicit 
succours Irom Merwaun, to resist the formidable progress of the insiirgeut; 
to whose power and tiilents he did not fail to do ample justice in every 
coinmunication. 'Ihesc accounts occasioned in Merwaun the deepest con¬ 
cern and uneasiness, for they were proofs ton serious, and convincing, of 
the distracted stale of every part of his guvcriiment. 11 is fiist design was 
to lead an army lu person to restore his authority in Khorassauii; but wdien 
he bad advanced, with these views, as far as IJarran iii lJ|);>crMi'Sopotamia, 
he was struck with an appridiension, that if he proceeded further, he should 
hazard the loss of Syria and Jezzeirah, with all the valuable possessions in 
that quarter; and he therefore determined to fix the seat of his government 
at Harran. Such iii general were the circumstances of the empire, when 
Abh Mosslem availed himself of the trouliles in Khorassaun, to prosecute 
his designs in favor of the house of Abbas. 

According to the statements which we are now induced to lav before the 
reader, Abh Mosslem w'as, in the early part of life, a dometaic, perhaps an 
emancipated slave, (for such probably may be the acceptation frh&laum^e^ 
serauje^ or sevaitjeJ whose original name was Alnlurraihinan ; that of his 
father being Mosslem. He is, however, acknowledged to have been a 
youth of singular intelligctice and sagacity, who had received into his mind 
a strong and early predilection in favor of the illustrious race of FHshem. 
Being engaged in the service of certain of the Benin Adjii in Khorassaun, 
he embraced an opportunity, when about the age of nineteen, to 
•Gcompany a party of the frieuds of the house of Abbas, w'ho were proceed¬ 
ing on a pilgrimage to Mekkali; with some contributions which they were 
also employed to deliver to Mahommed the son of Ally, the grandson of Ab¬ 
dullah Abbas. On their arrival at Mekkah, they were constantly attended on 
their visits to that personage, by Ab(!i Mosslem; who at length attracting ^he 
notice of the representative of the house of Abbas, the latter demendbd 
one day, whether this domestic of theirs were bond or free. They replied 



thtt eei^ain indivl)iiual»x>f ti^iHUiqttftiataace, of the Benni A<]jil,it|H*esehted 
him genereliy as a tlavef or Moula belonging to their family j bottbat they 
couwdered .him at the same time in a state of freedom. '* 1 know not” 
said Mahnmmed, ** what 1 am to understand from such an explanation; 
**but I can perceive iii linn a youth of singular intelligence, bearing in his 
** person very numerous indications of a glorious destiny. Possibly he knay 
** prove one of tho^e distinguished commanders, whom providence shall put 
** in motion to establish the power of my family. Illustrious Imaum, 
“ arc we tin ii to expect,” observed his visiters, that such an event is at 
“ last possible ? for the power of the race of Ommeyah has continued to 
“ rather a protiacted period.” ** 1 heard my father declare,” added Ma* 
hummed the sun of Ally, ” that when the last year of the century, (the 
”sjul-<'>bummaur) should arrive, our prayers would be accepted, and that 
“(Jod Almighty would maiiiicst the power of our house, and extinguish 
” that of the race of Ommeyah; that a black standard would be displayed 
“at Merh, and in ditTeieiit parts of Rhorassauii; and that our odious 
oppressors would he sUuuhtored under every rook, and every stone where 
“ th^y should lly for coiicealineiit. We are perfectly aware,” observed the 
Iladj es, “ that this is the hundredth year. Never has the hundredth 
“year elapsed m the h-sti>ry of any nation,” continued the descendant of 
Abbas, “ ill which the ahairs of that nation have not undergone some im« 
“ portant revolution, or some dreadful derangement. That long looked 
ft>r, promised period is at length at hand ; for know that you arc now in 
“ the huudiedih year of the asceiulaney of the Henni Ommeyah.” It has 
been already observed that Abb Mosslem was born about the last year of 
the 6rst century, and tlvt his introduction to the representative of the 
house of Abbas on this occasion, took place when he was about the age of 
niuefecu. in this case, reckoning from the accession of Mauweiah to 
the goVernmetit of Damascus, on the death of Ab6 Obaidah in the 
cigiiteentii of the Hidji rah, the assertion of the descendant of Abbas will in 
point ot fact be found to be tolerably correct; though the sovereign powey 
dul npt'slMulutely devolv.e to the Benni Ommeyah, until many years after* 
waids; when the same Mauweiah succeeded to the Khelxufut on the abdi« 
'cation of Iniauin Kussun. 

, Be tliis however as it may, Imaum Mahomnted continued to repeat, that 
' lopked upon the youtitlul Abu Mosslem as expressly raised to advance' 
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A.H.CXXVtlI. theclaimiof hii fiimily. He therrfore chvtfgtd th^m M ^ 

A. D. 745. upon him, and whenever he should take up arms, to aid ium with att th^ir 
'“xarikir" resources; and to render the charge the more impressiv^, he intimated 
l^brj: that this was probably the last year in which they would ever meet on this 
side the grave; since his ailings and infirmities gave him reason to appre^ 
hend that his dissolution was at no great distance. But when that event 
had taken place, it behoved them to consider that bis claims devolved in 
the first instance to his son Ibrauhim, at this period residing in Khorassaun. 
If any thing should, however, occur to withdraw him fi'om their expecta¬ 
tions, there was his second sou Ally, here unaccountably denominated 
Abdullah the son of Harcrh, afterwards known by the title of Abui Abbas 
111 Sefiauh ; and in the last instance, to his third son Abfi Jauffer; the 
tame who was subsequently known, on his accession to tlie Khclaufut, by 
the appellation of iViunsur ul Uouaiinek, or more generally U 1 MunsCir, the 
Second Khalif of the house of Abbas. ^ 

I 

On their return into Khorassaun, the chiefs of the party, in consequence 
of these intimations, conceived for Abfi Mos^lem a degree of consideration 
very different from what he had been accustomed to experience. They 
concealed) howcirer very carefully, all they had heard from the representa¬ 
tive of the house of Abbas on the suhjeet of this auspicious youth ; although 
they frequently met to deliberate with him on the plan, and arrangements 
of the design which had been so long in agitation ; Abfi Mossleni, with the 
prudence of maturer years, continuing to check the impatience of his 
associates, until those circumstances should arise, when they might venture 
to disclose their views with a reasonable probability of success. 1 le would 
however encourage them, with occaHonal assurances, that the period they 
So anxiously looked for,-^a8 at hand; and that so certainly as he consi^ 
dered himself to be the lord of the black standard, they might calcbiate 
Upon his entire unw illingness to protract the tnanifirstation, ofr execution of 
the enterprize, a moment beyond the favorable crisis, tvhenever it might 
present itself. 

]n this manner Abfi Mossiem continued to Operate in silence and 
obscuiity, unlil the period at which hostilities broke out, as we have already 
had occasion to observe, between Nusser Seyaur and the Kermaunian ; in 
Which, he nosnimcr perceivecUhat the superiority was on the side of the 
&erroauniau, than be determined to appear at the head of his folknve'tsr 



685 

th«flOQ.of AUy.ofthd rac^ of Abbas^was no longer in exist* ah.CXXV 1 K« 
ence. He had died so long back as the year one hundred and twenty-four* A. u. 74s. 
and had4>een succeeded in his rights by his son ibrauhim; by whom, the Kholautout- 
prosecution V the claims of his family was afresh conBded to the discretion ul^akbkaur. 
and talents of Abh Mussicoi^ 

The latter proceeded now to publish, with less reserve, the claims of the race 
of Abbas to the honors of tbe Imaumut; and at least a thousand warriors Tarikh . 
bad privately assembled near his person, when Nusser Seyaur became 
apprized of this ficsh and dangerous combination against bis authority: hia 
attention was, however, so completely engaged in the contest with the 
Kermaunian, that he found it at present impossible to employ either force, 
or address, to oppose the designs of AbA Mossiem. iiis only resource 
then, was to convey to Merwauii uiforiuatioii of tbe accumulating dangers 
which threatened to deprive him, of this fair aud important portion of his 
dominion^. To this receiving no kind of reply, he conceived it too 
evident a proof that tlie house of Oinmeyah was already arrived on the 
verge of destruction. Still there was one quarter in which he thought a 
scii^e of coiiuuoii danger, and common interests, might yet secure some 
degree of attention to his claims of assistance. Yezzeid thesoii of Amru 
ben lJubairab commanded at Wausset, as governor of W esterii liak undcir 
the authority of Merwauii. To him, therefore he next applied, represiiit- 
iug, that while suthciently embarrassed by his contest with the Keniuun* 
ian, another adversaiy had suddenly risen against linn from the dregs^ of 
society, not less devoid of every principle of religion, than coijteuiptihle tor 
the obscurity of his origin; that he had, nevcr.heless, collected a number of 
adherents among the profligates of khorassaun attached to the family of 
Abbas, lie called upon \ezzciti to reflect seriously, that their foitunes 
were inseparably united ; that they must stand or fiiU together; and he 
concluded by a solemn adjuration, that he would not make himself respon¬ 
sible for the loss of Khorasoaun ; an event which he harl too many reasons 
to apprehend, unless he s^nt him immediate and elfectual aid. The son of 
Hobairab gave himself, however, but little concern about tbe application of 

t Sowaujsn is the wtnrd in the original, for which we have not been able to discover 
appropriate lerm* If it were Powaujan, die meaning would be sufficiently obvious. 
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A>H,CXXIX. .Nuaser Seyaur, absurdly avowingliis raaolutloiif w-biji b# ,co^ld.mlllta}|t 
A. D. 747. himself in Irik, not to have any thing to do with Khorasmun. An argu- 
ment which has operated to. the subversion of -many a state, both before 
Tebry: and since. 

Finding that Nusser Seyaur was abandoned in these circumstances to 
struggle without support against treason and rebellion, Abd Mosslem no 
longer suppressed the manifestation of his ambitious views. He dispatched 
to inform the Kermauiiian that he might now venture with confidence to 
set on fool whatever plans he had in contemplation, for that he was at 
last determined to espouse his cause. The fi>rce of the. two chiefs was, 
accordingly, soon afterwards united ; and the whole thus brought together 
to act in concert against Nusser Seyaur. 

Kholaussut- The appearance of Abfi Mosslem in open revolt on this occasion, is fixe<l 
Bl-»khbaur. to the latter end of Kamzaun, of the year one hundred and twenty-nine; 

or rather to the evmiiig when the new momi* of the following month of 
Shavaul, displayed her silver arc in the heavens, as a signal that the sever¬ 
ities of the preceding fast were at an end. 

The uniform chosen by Abfi Mosslem to distinguish his adherents, ha» 
Tarikh been already adverted to. Different reasons have been assigned for that 
Tebiy. choice; and among others, it is said to have been adopted, to demon-, 
strate the universal sorrow which prevailed, in consequence of the prema¬ 
ture fateofZaid the son of Zcyne-ul-aubbedein, and his son Yabeya,or John, 
as briefly noticed in a former page.. But it is otherwise siared, as more con¬ 
sistent with truth, that Abu Mosslem being desirous of bringing about an, 
entire change of system, he determined to assume for the badges and 
ensigns of his party, a colourdiflerent from that which had 
been adopted by the hoijse of Ommeyah, whit h was green. With, 
this view he directed one of his attendants, to up|)ear before him, clad in 
difivrent colours alternately; until he at last presented himself arrayed in, 
black, from bead to foot; which Abfi Mosslem immediately deciart^d to. 

produce the strongest impression of awe and srilemnity : ■ and be accord¬ 
ingly issued orders that all' who espoused his cause, should take that; 
colour for their clothes and standards. Jn consequence of this, the 
whole population of j^issa a^ Abawerd, Merfi-ur-roud aud Taulekan, four 
cities of Khorassaun which bad^by tills time declared for Abu Mosslem^ 
adopted, with universal eDthusi.ism, the sable uniform ; which continufd to, 

vjttoc I4tb, A. D. 747. 
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i)e borne aftenINara* MTfhe lymbol of the hoti«e of Abbas.' About kM.eJ(iKlK, 
the sam^ time, directions Urefe dispatched by Abd Mossleay to the ioha* A 1^.747. 
bitants'of ^bzgaunati, to take down from the gibbet, to which it had been Tarikh^ 
hitherto suspended^ the body of Yaheya the son of Zaid, and to give it the 
long forbidden rites of sepulture. And it was now that be commenced 
thecareer of vengeance by putting to death the advocates of the bouse of 
Ommeyah, wherever he could find them. 

Alarmed to a considerable degree by the dangers with which he was 
surrounded on every side, Nusser Seyaur once more applied for succours 
To Merwaun, and to the chiefs who continued still attached to his govern- 
meut. Applicatitm was however in vain, for succours never came. He 
next endeavoured to excite suspicion between Abd Mosslem, and his aHy 
the Kcrmatiniaii; and for this purpose he wrote to the latter, to beware of 
being too blindly imposed upon by the professions of A bd Mosslem, and his 
associates; for that there was nothing so foreign toviews as the advance¬ 
ment of /tis. For bis own part, though an enemy, he confessed that he 
entertained some apprehensions of the danger to which he was thus 
unsuspectingly ex|)Osed; and he therefore proposed a private conference 
between themselves, in the precincts of the city of Merd; for the purpose 
of entering into a treaty of peace, and mutual support, in order w secudi 
ibeniselves against the designs, and to seize the person of Abd Mosslem. 

The Kermauiiian promised, without hesitation, to comply with ail he 
desired; but repairing directly to Abu Mosslem, be disclosed to him 
without disguise, the subject of the overtures which he had received from 
the enemy, and r<>quested to know in what manlier he would advise him 
to proceed. Abu Mosslem, demanded on his part, how he was disposed to 
act. ** According to a plan winch 1 have in contemplation,’* observed the 
Kermannian, “ I design to give him the meeting whkjh he desires; and to 
** employ one of my people to fail upon him unexpectedly, and put him to 
“ death. Nothing could be better conceived,** was the reply of AbA 
Mosslem. Accompani^ by an escort of about one hundred horse, the 
KenTiaunhtn proceeded accordingly to the advanced posts of the enemy. 
and having ftimished one of his followers with < such instructions as he 
IhOught uecessary tor the execution of his design, he sent a messenger to 



A.H.CXXlX.'Nusser Seyaiir, to invite him, according to appointmertt, to tlii» 

A. D. 747* treaty of peace and reconciliation, which he Mms ready lo carry ttitoexeeti^ 
Tarikh tion, Nusser Seyaiir was, however, prepared to put in prartiCf against tlie 
T«bry. life of his antagonist a design exactly similar to that which had been con¬ 
certed against his own. Jle hastened therefore nut of Merh at the intima¬ 
tion, and attended by a slender escort, proceeded to the place of conference. 
We arc told that the Kermaunian was in extraordiiiaiy spirits on the 
occasion; in fact, that he was inebriated ; which being perceived by Nus- 
scr Seyaur, he turned to HAreth the son of Shorreiah, one of his depen¬ 
dents, whom he had previously instructed for the purpose, and gave him 
the signal. U^reth iinraedialely assailed the Kerinanninn, and transfixiHg 
him with his lance below the short ribs, before he could put himself on his 
guard, killed him on the spot. 

JInstilities were now renewed with aggrai'afed animosity, between Abd 
Mosslem and Nusser Seyaur. Whilst the Kermauni.ni appears to have 
kft a son of the name of Ally, perfectly disposed to take ample vengranre 
on the murderers of his father; and who, on the death of Teineiin the son 
ofNusst r, called upon that chief tocontem}>iate thechasiizement which, at 
the proper period, should without tail he inflicted on himself. The day on 
which this happened proved indeed entirely fatal lo the prospects of Nusser 
Seyaur. He washitnself wounded; and his troops,dofeated with great slaugh¬ 
ter, fled in dismay before the superior prowess, and better destiny of Abd 
Mosslem. From henceforward the power of the btrer rapidly advanced, 
while that of his adversaries as rapidly declined. The fame of his actions, 
not less perhaps than the examples of his vengeance, implanted terror in 
every heart; and his name was announced from the pulpits, as the most 
excellent general, the protector of the family of the prophet. 

Thi people of Khorassaun were, however, still divided into separate 
interests; some of the cities continuing to recite the Khothah in the name 
of Merw'.'un ; while others declared as publicly for the authority of Abl^ 
Mosslem; which did not fail to produce the bitterest animosities. In the 
mean time the war continued to be prosecuted on both sides with unabated 
fury, and inveteracy; each party accompanying hostility with invective, 
reproach and the bitterest malediction. But the fortune of Abd Mossleinr 
\tltimately prcvaiiiug throughout the province, the inhabitants became afi 



last ftniveisally disposed in favor of that inviuoible cbiof» and with tbeir AJiCXX£|& , 
submission placed at his command the entire revenues of the country. A. D. w. 

It has b'een^already noticed that a considerable part of Ir&k Ajepiy and KboUuwut* 
Pharss, to the boundaries of R&i and Damaghauiif had soon after the ul-akbhsur. 
accesMon ofMerwaun, been wrested from his authority by Abdullah, one 
of the descendants of Jauder Teyaur; or rather by the activity of one of the 
chiefs who had'been' induced to join his standard. Abdullah fixed his 
residence it seems at Istttkhaur, the ancient Persepolis ; no small number 
of the illustrious race of tlansbem, and of others of every rank and descrip¬ 
tion, hastening to that place to enrol themselves in his service. However^ 
about this time, the troops of Yezzeid the son of Amru Hohairab, the 
governor of Irak on the part of Mervvaun, advancing against Abdullah in 
two directions, he was finally defeated; and together with his two brothers, 

Hussun aod Zaid, fled fur protection into Khorassaun : in the belief that 
the insurrection in that,province had been promoicil by Abh Mosslein, in 
favor of the family of the prophet. Nevertheless, when the fugitive 
reached Hcrdt, he was detained by the lieuteuaut of Abh Mosslem, who 
commanded m that city, until he should receive the instructions of bis 
principal. The messenger returned with orders from Abfi Mosslem that 
Abdullah should be put to death, and his brothers spared. He was accord-^ 
ingiy smotiiered in his bed, and buried in one of the suburbs of lierflt; in 
the place since known by the name of the sepulchre or mausoleum of tha 
* Seyuds. 

A aeries of disasters and defeat bad by this time convinced the unfor¬ 
tunate Nusser Seyaurtbat he was no longer capable of contending with bis 
invincible rival in the field of battle ; and be tberefore shut himself up in 
his palace, within the city of Meru.* 

In that place it would appear that he was soon afterwards joined by 
Ally the Kermaunian, who on some occasion of disgust with AbCl 
Mosslem, thought fit to go over to the euciny. Nevertheless, on receiving 
a letter from bellman Keshi-iry taxing him with his total disregard of every 
principle of sacred revenge, m associating with his father’s murderer, be 
became again hostile to Nusser Seyaur: and seducing the greater part of 
' idle tribe of ilebbeia to unite in his views, extended the disaffection wbicji 


* Taxikh Tebij. 



m 

A.H.C3CXIX. already prevailed against the government of Nusser, to a degree \vhici 
A. D. 7*7 • threatened liia immediate ruin, in the vcrj bosom of Jiis capital The tribe of 
KholaussuN Miinzer continued however still unshaken in thiir fidelity^ In these cir- 
ul>skhbaur. cumstances, Ab6 Mossletn received both from Nusser Seyaur^and the son 
' of the Kertnaunian respectively the most pressing solicitations for support; 
to which he replied by a declaration, that he should be governed iii his 
proceedings, by the resolution of the chiefs of the confederacy, of which he 
was at the head , at the same time he privately intimated to the adherents 
of the house of Ahbas, that they should favor the views of the Kermaunian. 
At a conference which was held on the occasion, Sftlimun Kesheiry 
accordingly pronouncing, that Ivliozzeia had been the victim of treachery, 
and that it became a duty to aid his son, the opinion was adopted by all the 
leaders of the insurrection ; and the messi^ngers of NusserSi-yaur, and his 
opponent, were immediately sent back with impressions extremely different 
upon their minds. 

Having secured the support of Abti Mosslem, the Kermaunian deler- 
inlned on an attempt to make himself master <if the city of Mem, and for 
that purpose again applied fur assistance to his ally, lie was however toI(| 
in answer, that as yet there could he no reliance on his professions ; and 
thal iibehoved him therefore to hazard at least one conflict with the troops of 
Kusstr Seyaur, in order to form some opinion of the degree of confidence 
which was to be placed in his sincerity. Thus brought to the test, Aliy, 
or as he is usually designated, the son of the Kermaunian, immediately 
proceeded against Merili; of which, after defeating Nusser Seyaur in the 
field of battle, be ultimately succeedf^id in taking possession. Ahu Moss, 
lein, on the intelligence, hastened from Makh&ii, which at this period 
appears to have been his head quarters, and drew towards the capital, into 
which he was triumphantly received by the son of the Ker- 
roaunian ; who, together with the whole of the tribe of Relibeia, became 
now united under the victorious standard of Abu Mosslem, whose address 
on this, and other occasions, was, perhaps, not interior to his goo4 fortune. 
These events pioduced in the situation of the unhappy Nusser Seyaur the 
last degree of distress and despondence; and he had conceived the design of 
.throwing hims( If on the mercy, and submitting to the authority of his 
more fortunate antagonist. But m this he was frustrated by the adverse 



mngMieiiM of an over-ruling destiny, not to be appeased without his A.H.eX3y;|2C« 
utter demolition and death. 

AbO Mmsiem, becoming anxious to secure the person of an adversaiy '^Tarikh 
whom contingencies might yet render formidable to his authority, employed Tsbr/t 
four of his followers, on whose zeal and discretion he thought he could 
rely, to convey a respectful message to Nusser Seyaur; inviting him to hia^ 
presence, on the pretext that he had received a letter from Ibrauhim, the 
representative of the house of Abbas, the contents of which he was desir¬ 
ous of communicating to him ; and assuring him that ho might venture to 
come without the smallest apprehension of injury, or personal danger. 

These men repaired accordingly to the abode of this once haughty chief¬ 
tain, to whom they communicated the invitation of Abb Musslem: but 
one of them, either by accident or design, repeating some words from the 
sacred text of the faLordo, which sufficiently indicated the fate which 
await(‘d him, Nusser Seyaur readily agreed to accompany them ; but as it 
happened to be the liour of prayer, he availed himself of the pretence to 
retire to one of his private apartments. ]n this apartment waa a window 
cnmmuuicatir.g with the garden, and from thence, the night being fortu¬ 
nately very dark, he descended without delay; then calling for the 
groom of his stables to bring him a particular horse, which he described, 
he immediately mounted; and aba idoning all his vast possessions, nAade 
the best of his way, accompanied by no more than a single attendant, 

'towards the city of NcyshapOr. 

The messengers of AbA Mosslcm had continued for some time to expect- 
the return of their victim, before they discovered that he was flown. They 
Were then constrained to appear before their general to acccount for thw* 
failure of ilieir mission. Having patiently listened to their statement, 

Abu Mosslem desired them to dismiss the subject of Nusser Seyaur, who 
was welcome todisposeof himself wherever he thought fit: but heacknow* 
lodged, as he said,some degree of curiosity to learn what it was that had led 
to the suspicion of their design. They declared that they were not apprized 
Of any thing, further than the short text from the Rorlin, inadvertently 
quoted by, their associate Laumir, just alluded to. “Even so,” 4iaid Ab& 

Mosslem, “Ills flight is now accounted for.” And as a reward for this offici¬ 
ous, and perhaps iu^'oluntary proof of humanity, the oflender immediately 
K)st Ills bead. 
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A.H.CXXX. The palace of the fugitive was now pillaged and burnt'by AM Monkv; 
A. !)■ 748. who had already given some proof of his stern and vindictive diaposifion^ 
Tarikh His agents were dispatciied to all paits of Kborassaiin, of iheAwhole of 
Tabiy. which he was at length in possession without an opponent. *The unhappy 
Nusser ^eyaur had on the other hand continued his flight by way of Serk* 
'hess and Neyshapfir to the city of Uai, and from thence, accttrding to some 
authorities,* he was conveyed in a litter to Sawah in Iiik Ajem; where the 
disorder by which be hiMi been attacked on his journey, a dysentery, iii a 
short time put a period to his life and misfortunes. 

Kliolaussut- In the mean lime, Abu Mosslem appears to have exercised an unsparing 
o1>akhbaur. vengeance towards all who had been attached to llie former government; 

not a creature of whom being suflered to live. Neither did the son of the 
Kermauniati experience a more favorable destiny ; having been admitted 
for a few days to serve in the train of Abh Mossiem’s followers, he was 
also dispatchtni to explore the regions of another world. 

Receiving intelligence of the flight of Nusser Seyaur, and of the estab- 
Kshtnent of Abh Mussiem’s power in Khorassaun, the Khahf Merw&n, 
who had long since removed his court to li-arran, not scrupling* to consider 
Ihrauhim, the Imaum and representative of the house of Abbas, as the 
source of these misfortunes, dispatched instructions to his couzin Walid 
the son of Meuweiah, and grandson of AlKlulmelek, who was lieutenant of 
Damascus under his authority, to secure the person of Ibrauliim; and send 
him without delay, and in safe custody, to his prest‘nce. The obnoxious 
chief resided at this period at a small village called llameimah, near Beika, 
on the borders of Palestine; the gtivtmor of which found no difficulty in 
seizing his person. He was securely conducted to Damascus, and from 
thence to ilarran, where he was immediately imprisoned. After the cou- 
flnement of a few days however, an order was issued by Merwaun, in the 
silence of the night, to put him to death ; together with several other dis¬ 
tinguished Koraish, suspected of being concerned in promoting his views, 
Ihrauhim is staled to have hern dispatched by a rather singular process of 
Cruelty; he was suffocated by inclosing or tying up his head in a bag of 
quick lin|e. His brothers, the future Kfaaiifs Abffi Abbas.Seffauh, and 
Abb Jauffer ui Munsir, happily escaped from Hamcimah,^and arrived 


* Kbolaussut-ul’akbbaur. 



^^tiVatefyatKi^ah, wh«re they were aecretedby Ab\!iSelinah lellaul;both A.ll^cJcjac. 
tolBoreeii them from the malevolence of their enemies, and to promote the *A.D.;4i. 
designs which he had in view in favor of the descendants of Ally* some 
owe ofwhoiif he meditated to establish on the throne of the Khalils. For aUskbbaur, 
this latter purpose, he is said to have written alternately to the three follow¬ 
ing personages of that family, iutreating their acceptance of the honors tb 
which he had destined them to succeed. First to Imaum Jauffer-ul-Sau. 
dek, secondly to Abdullah the son of Hussun, and lastly to Omar the son 
of Zeyn-ul-aubbedein i by each of whom his proposals were rejected : ‘ 

Imaum Jauffer, in particular, causing his letter to be burnt without a per¬ 
usal. These circumstances, however, as will appear hereafter, must have 
occurred subsequent to the entrance into Kitfah of the generals of Ab6 
Mossicm \ virhcn the latter chiefs, discovering the retreat of the Abbassides, 
obtained from them information of the death of their brother Ibrauhim, and 
of his bequest of all his rights to Abill Abbas; whose claims they now 
solemnly pledged themselves to support, even before Ab6 Selmah was 
appiized that his proposals had been rejected by the descendants of the 
prupliel's daughter. 

Kohibah the son of Shebeib, of the lineage of ll&rem T4i, had at aformer 
period arrived in Ivhorassaun, with the standard which be had beencharged, 
by ibrauhim the Imaum, to present to Abt!i Mosslem ; by whom he was 
subsequently appointed lieutenant sreiieral of the army which he destined 
• for the reduction of the western provinces of Irak. 

Recurring to the period at which Ahu Mossiem became apprized of the Tarikh 
death of Nusser Seyaur, it appears that he was determined by the know- Tebry* 
ledge of that event, to hasten the march of the troops under Kohtiiah t 
whom he now directed to advance towards G&rgan, or .lurjan, as it is some¬ 
times differently written, near the south eastern extremity of the Caspian; 
and from thence, according to circumstances, to prosecute bis march to 
K3li,or to any other cjuarter^ where he conceived it practicable to extend 
the circle of his victories. 

In concurrence with his instructions. Knhtbah, w-hom we find accom- 
^aied ob this occasion, among other commanders,* by Kh^ied the son of 

* Kholaussut>ul4akhbaur. 
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A H CXXX. nariTM'lc, profleedcd first to Neyshap&r, of which he made hi^clf mas^^r 
A.i>. 748> ‘Without resistance; and having there levied a considerable contrjibutKM| 
Tariih~ which he divided among bis followers, he advanced, as it would .appear, 
Tcbry. towards the province of Jhijao, by the circuitotis route of TAss, which, 
according to some authorities,* he carried sword in hand, lii the neigh. 
baurlKMid of .laijaii he found, however, a numerous body of iroops> 
entrenched, under one of the lieutenants of Yezaeid the sou of Aiiirh 
Hohdirah, and prepared to oppose him to tlie utmost extremity. But 
car'ying with him the firruiie of his principal, Kohtbali did not hesitate to 
attack theem-my m their inirencliniciHs ; and after a conflict which con* 
tinned from sun rise tn the decline of day, succeeded in ohtaiuing a com¬ 
pute victory ; Beiiaiiiiah the commander of the enemy, wiih his son I len# 
telaij,and ten tlniusaiid of their followers, perishing in the battle. The 
rest, whfther Syrians or natives of |i4k, escaped hy fl ght. This conflict 
is stilted to have taken place io the month of Zilbmijc.t I Jowever thai may 
be, Kohtliah entered the city <»f Jfnj.m soon afterwards, and pulling to 
dcLlh, with.iut nierc>,all whom he could discover of the adherents of tho 
house ot Omiiicyah, he remitted a part of the booty which fell into his 
hands to Abu Mosslem, and distributed the remainder as formerly among 
his soldiers. 

Kohibah now advanced w'ithout f»pposition to Darnaghan and Rai; of 
both wliich places he transmitted a proportion of such eontribulioris as ho 
could levy to Abu Mosslem, accompanied wiih a request, that he might be 
permitted to proseimle his advantages without further delay. Referring ta 
his original instructions, this was not a matter in which he could have 
expected to experience much difficulty; and the reply of Abfi Mossleoi 
accordingly no further restrained his pnaieediugs, than to signify that bis 
first object should be the reduction of Isfahaun. For that purpose, there- 
fc^re Kolilbah next directed his march for Khm, where he appears to have 
met with no resistance; but on intelligence of his appnwcli, a considera¬ 
ble f<»rce was assembled by Aumar the son of Zebbaurah, the governor of 
Isfahaun, with a determination to give him battle. Accordingly Rnhibah 
had no siioner shewn himself in the neighbourhood of Isfahaun, than the ^ 
governor of that city issued from the town, at the head of bis troops ; and 
having) with every expression of contempt and insult towards himself, his 
• Khukubsut-ul-aklibaux. t August, A. D. 748. Ibidem, 
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|t1nctpa), and the hoiiae of Abbas in genera), rejected an appeal to* tbe seiv . 

tions of the KorAn, and in favor of tlie family of their prophet, he left to tbe ^ D. 74e. 
lieutenant AbCt Mossiem no other alternative than an immediate attack* Torikh 

to which he directed his followers to proceed without further delay. The Tebr/. 

fortune of AbA Mosslem was, however, again triumphant. The goveroor/)f 
Isfahaun, with a great part of his troops, fell in this contest, which is stated 
to have taken place in the year one'hundred and thirty-one ;* and the city 
immediately submitted to the (^onqueror. 

Having continued at Isfahaun for the spare of twenty days* Knhtbah 
then led his troops towardsNihawend; which had been secured against him 
by a certain Malek l>en Mahommed iii l),ihely, with snine of the famdy of 
the unfortunate Nusser Seyaur. After he h-id for some time been closely 
invested within liic walls, and had sustained considerable annoyance from 
the warlike machines of Kohthah, winch continued to play upon the town 
without intermission both night and day, the governor at last sent out to 
request a capitulation for himself, and the men of Syria who composed his 
garriHon: to winch Kohibah consented without much difficulty. The 
gariisoii accordingly evacuated the place, and put themselves at the dispo¬ 
sal of the besieL^ers, together with forty individuals of the laiiiily of Nusser 
Sejaur, who confided m the deceitful possibility that they should escape^ 
detection, 'fhe niiuist'^rs of vengeance were however not to be eluded. 

These unhappy persons were ail discovered, and in cold blood deliberately 
put to death by their remorseless persecutors. From thence Kohthah 
proceeded to llulwann, which wa>< precipitately abandoned on his approach 
by the officer who held it under the authority of the grandson of I fobairali; 
and who fled to Ins master to acquaint him with the danger, which, like a 
gaihcrmg tempest, seemed now ready to burst upon him, from the ridges 
of Persian li&k. 

Kntcrmg llulwaun without opposition, Kohthah, as usual, levied a con¬ 
tribution <iri the inhabitants lor the supply of his troops, and prepared to 
inarch into the lower Irak. In the mean time he employed a detachment 
of four thunaand men, under Abduim^iek the son of Yezzeid, called Abd 
Jkwuui one of bis associates, to take possession of bheherzilr, which was 

* Kholauuut-ul-akhbaur. 
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A.H-CXXXI. hoifl for Yczzeid the son of Amr&* by • certoin Ab4$o£!hyiia.bt& 
A.D. 748. Othm^n. With e force Shmerbing superior in number, this commander 
' Tarikh post at a station about two Persian leagues on that side of SHeher^iif, 

Tebry. determined to oppose the troops under Ab{i Awun: But being- 
killed with a considerable part of his followers, the remainder dispersed in 
all dirertioos, and Abb Awun entered Sheherzbr without further resistance. 

Bv this time the intelligence whichdie continued to receive of the pro* 
gress ol these fonnulable insurgents, had at last convinced the governor of 
Irak tiiat it behoved him in person to meet the danger, before it sought 
him 111 the repose tkf his capital; he therefore left Waiissit at the head of 
his army, and approached Uulwaun; in the neighbourhood of which he now 
encamped, immediately surrounding his position with iiitreiichments. On 
this, instead of proceeding to attack the enemy, Kolubah drew his troops 
from iiulwauii touards Khaiu'kein, followed by the grandson of Elobairab; 
who decamped to Destgueirdh, as if determined to attend his motions for 
an opportunity of attacking him to advantage. When this cm'umsiance 
became known to Kohtbah, he thought fit to explain to his associates, that 
for [he present it was necessary to abstain from molesting the grandson of 
Hobairah ; and that he should be permitted to amuse himself by whatever 
movements he chose ; unless indeed he placed himself in such a situation 
that an action could be no longer avoided: that they had come thus 
far, not in search of him, but of liis master Merwaun. Having thus 
explained himsell, Kohtbah proceeded further to inform them, that he 
required guides to conduct him to Kbfah, in such a manner as to avoid all 
communication with the high road, or usual route. On which a person of 
the tribe of Hamdan stepped forth, and told his general, that he would 
undertake to lead him to Kufah in a way that he should he entirely 
withdrawn from the observation of the enemy. “ Lead on/’said Kohtbah, 

•' and if heaven prosper, ten thousand dirhems shall be thy reward,” The 
guide proceeded accordingly, and by an expeditious march, brought the 
army to a place called Baussa; from whence turning off to the right, he 
conducted them ultimately to the city, as it is here called, of Odeid, but 
which it would be at present difficult to recognise, unless it were perhaps 
Jedeidahon the Euphrates; this, from what follows, could not however hit 
the place. 



■Otk rntdligenee of this devious sod unexpected movement on the part A<H.CXXXIk 
of his adversary, the govern* t of Itik demanded of his friends, what they A.D. 748. 
now thou'ght of the views of the invaders. “ Jhe designs of K.ohtbah,” said Tarikh 
tb(*y, are manifestly directod towards Kdfah; it is however the business of Tebiy. 

our general to leave him for the present to his fortune, and proceed 
*’straight into Khorassaun to attack the insurrection at its source.* 

Derliuing however the hazard of a conflict with Abfl Mosslem, whose 
for<*e he did not calculate at less than one hundred thousand strong, Yex- 
ziid the son of Amru, determined on marching with all the celerity in his 
power towards Kflfah, in the expectation that he'should yet be able to 
reach that place before his antagonist. Whi- h resolution being carried 
into immediate eflect, was the means of bringing the two armies, perhaps 
betort they wen* aware of it, within a very short distance of each other. 

In the mean time, having apparently crossed the Tigris without any remark¬ 
able occurrence, Koltthab was arrived on the left hank of the Euphrates, and 
had already sent the greater part of his force to the otherside, when sometime 
after sun set, they were unexpectedly attacked by the troops of Yezzeid. 

Either attempiin*; to cross to the asdstance of his followers on the other 
side, or exerting himself to repulse the enemy on his own, the horse of 
Kohthah siumbled in the obscurity and confusion of the night, and threw ^ 
him into the river; where he was immediately drowned. Being however 
ignorant of the fate of their general, the troops of Kohtbali continued the 
action with unabated spirit and resolution, until they had driven ofl* their 
assailants in complete disorder. The^ then sought their general, and hav¬ 
ing lorscune tune explored the banks ot the river in vain, at last discovered 
his horse, the drenched state of whose equipments too clearly bespoke the 
fate of his rider. His sou Hussun was immediately chosen by the army to 
succeed him, and the march for Kflfah was resumed without further 
interruption. While the son of Amro, with his vanquished and dispirited 
followers, withdrew towards Waussil, confiding the defence of Ehfah, that 
nest of sedition and inconsistency, to Abdurrai liman the son of Beshir; but 
as th«> chief would have found it perhaps diflicult to have opposed any 
eflectual resistance to the enemy, at the head of a turbulent and disaffected 
population, he thought it best to abandon the place, and hasten to join hia 
patron. 

Hussun Kohtbah now approached Kflfah without further opposition, and 
ip the mouth of M^hurrem, of the year one hundred and thirty-two,* 

* Kholaiuaui*ul-skhbaur, September, A. D. 74SI. 
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A.H.CXX^pi. fffitewd lhat city at the head of thirty thousand men. K(e was via*tad 
A. D 74D. hi8 arrival by Abu St linah Jauffer the son of Jellaul, entitled the minister 
Tarikh agent of the family of Malioinmed, whom we have alrea(\y bad ot'casinn 
Tebry. to notice; and whom the SOU of Kohthali appcais to have received with 
aingiilariespi'Ct and distinctiuii. Fur this indeed he alleged the instrnc* 
lions of Ahu Mossleiii, by \vhom he expressly staled that he wasdire<ted 
to place himself under Ins authority ; ami he aecordingly desired to know 
in v^hat manner he wished him to conduct his futnre proceedings. 'I’he 
result of the interview, however, was a joint proclamation by which the 
iniiabitants were invited to meet at the principal mosque; to which, not a 
person of any rank or respectability in the town <ir neighbourhood failed to 
repair at the tune appointed ; although the object for which they were 
assembled w'as, to the last, studiously withheld from the knowltdge ot the 
public. 

There was at the same period resi<!ing at Kufali a considerable party 
attached to the interests of the race of Ally, and who entertained expecta¬ 
tions accordingly, that the allegiance of the periple would be reqiiin d, as 
they conceived it due, for the descemlanis of Abb Taulelu But when Ab& 
Selmah, after performing the ordinary functions of the Irnanriint, further 
’ prorogued the assembly, with a request that every individual among th. m 
who could put on armour, or mount a horse, would apfuar ilie next d iy in 
the same place, arrayed in black, for the purpose of swearing aih'giaiict' to 
that person who should he found most worthy of the goverimicnt; the 
hopes of that illustrious and pcrseeutetl family were at once extiiufuishcd. 

Be this however as it may, the m.iss of the people, more interested pos¬ 
sibly about the ensuing spectacle, than about the justice or injustice of any 
particular claims, dispersed to their habitations, to jirovide themselves with 
thenquired iinifoiin. So that the next morning, by break of day, the 
whole of Kufah appeared completely shrouded iii black ; the people hast¬ 
ening to the mosque in prodigious crouds, in black turbans and vesture* 
with banners of the same colour displayed, and renduig the sky with their 
acciamaiiotis. In due time, Abft Selmah, the reputed vezxeiroftlie family 
of Mahommed, a title which, perhaps to favor the deception, appears to 
have been confirmed to him. by Abb Mosslem, entered the assembly clad 
in the like sable colours with the rest; and liaviinr, as h> fore, taken posses- 
,,sioa of the pulpit* and dispatched the ordinary forms of divine worship, be 



proceeded to denifind of the listening multitude, if they wer^ willing to 
coitbur In t^e act, which he was about to disclose to them. They desired A!t>. 74?. 
him, without further preludr, to explain his views. On which he further “ 

proceeded to state, that Abu Mosslem, the captain general of the insurreco 
tion in favor of the descendants of Mahommed, had written to him to 
require that he should establish a prince of the race of Ilaushem, on the* 
throne of the Khalifs-—To redeem the world from the tyranny of the 
house of Ommeyah, and of the unprincipled and arn^ant iminulators of the 
children of ihe prophet—PlMt he had sought through the mansions of the 
Benni Ilaushem, and had not been able to discover among them any one 
of a character more exalted, or of a disposition more pious than Ally the 
son of Mahommed the son of Ally, the son Ah/lullah Abbas; that he wae 
at the same time, by priority of birili. the most excellent of the family of 
Abbas, au(| a man of unblemished morals. “ This therefore,*'continued 
Abft Selmali, ‘‘is the peison who ehfilUngea my approbation; let that 
“ approbation be confirmed by your choice.’* The assembly immediately 
declared, that Ins decision was « nt tied to their utmost applause; that it 
was manifestly undi'r the direction of providence ; that their prayers were 
offered to heaven, lo continue to inspire him, with the same regard fur the 
principles of truth and justice ; and that their resolutions should be entirely 
governed by his. All which they confirmed by the usual solemn and 
tremendous acclamation, “ God is most powerful!” 

. A me.ssenger was now dispatched b) Abu Seltnah, to conduct this 
favored individual to the assembly; and he made his appearance soon after^ 
wards, riding on a she camel, and ariaycd m the same sable uniform that 
enveloped all around him. As it was Friday, and the day set apart by 
the precepts of his religion for the more solemn performance of the duties 
pf divine worship, he desired, on entering the mosque, that the mdiezzin 
would proclaim the hour of prayer in the usual strain. Then ascending the 
pulpit, after the customary exordium of praise to the supreme being, ani4 
of benediction to the spirit of his messenger, lie proceeded, perhaps as a 
public and solemn attestation of the orthodoxy of h|s principles, to address 
his auditors in a discourse of some length ; in whichhe expatiated in par¬ 
ticular on the blessings of heaven, the torments of hell, and on the punish¬ 
ments and rouaids which in a future state would be infallibly adjudged ta 
(be practice of vice gnd virtue in the juresent; he closed this digeoume 
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A.K.CXXXH. howefer with ffn AnertioB, that next to the prophet, «ii<l the rm«HKBa,^it 
A. D. 749 . immediate successhrs, their ailcgiaiice was to none so justly due aj) to 
^ Tarikh himself. That sulxlued and harrassed, as they. had been their oppress 
T^iy. sors, he had been a sharer in all their suOurings, and like them, been com* 
peiied to submit to usurpation and injustice ; but that Omnipotence had 
at U$t, among ihefuuhful adiiereuts of his family, inspired a hero in Khor- 
assaun, with the glorious resolution of avenging ail their iiijuries. For all 
which he could not forbear to oHer his tribute of bumble praise to the 
Almighty ruler of the universe. 

Abhl Abltas then quitted the pulpit, and advanced among the people, in 
order to pass with them through the prescribed and customary course of 
adoration ; after which he seated himself in the Meksfiirah, or more sacred 
pa'‘t of the mos({ue ; the barricade of which was in a short time hioke down 
by the throng whicli eagerly piessed forward to pledge allegiance to him. 
But on this subject all that at present appears necessary to add, is, that 
the important scene in which the authority of the Khalifs was thus trai>s< 
ferred to the house of Abbas, took place on Triduy the twelfth of the first 
llebheia, of the year one liuudred and thirty-Uvn.* 

At the same time, in opposititui to what has appeared in a preceding 
page, it becomes necessary toremaik, that the fate of ibrauhiin, the elder 
representative of the house of Abbas, is here stated not to have been deter¬ 
mined, until the inauguration on this occasion of his younger biotlier Ally, 
by the people of Kfitah, was announced to Merwaiin, and produced from ' 
that prince an immediate order for his seizure and execution. 

Be that however as it may, the proceedings at Kfifah seem at last to have 
roused Merwaun from that unacctiuntuble apathy, in which be appears to 
have been so long absorbed in his new capital ufilarran; but to which, 
from his acknowledged talents and personal valour, it is not probable that 
he would have yielded, unless from motives of extreme necessity and 
embarrassment. The^^e were, however, again lost in tlie contemplation of 
Ddw dangers equally fortniddble and alarming; and the Klialif finally tleter- 
mined on marching in person to defeat if possible in a general conflict, the 
aspiring views and vindictive plans of the Ilasheroites. Yet before be 
took his final resolution, he is said to hxve required, in particular, the 
opinion of Issmaiiil the son of Abdullah ul K'esheiry, possibly one of 
(hose most zealously attaclie'l to his person. “ AbO Mossiem,** observed 

* October SStii, A. D. 749. 
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the embarrassed monarch on the occasion, ** is in possession of KhoraaxA.w.rTV gif, j 
“saun, ^iid Abdullah the sou of Mahommed,” alluding to AbbI Abbas, A D.y4». 

** is mastpr of Irak, where the inhabitants have publicly sworn allegiance Tarikh 
^ to him. In such circumstances, tell me, Issmaui), how 1 may best pro- 
‘‘ceed in order to defeat the further designs of my adversaries > to enable 
“ me to deliver an opinion,” replied Issmauil, “ i must, in some degree, 

•* be previously apprized of the intentions of my sovereign. My design,” 
said Mcrwaun, ** is to withdraw in tiie first instance, with the whole of 
“ my followers, into the territory of the Greek emperor, (at this period Con- 
“ stantine Copronymus) through the Grecian Derbend; and to take up ray 
“ abode in one of the cities belonging to that monarch, until 1 receive 
answers to the applications which I shall immediately transmit, to claim 
“ liis assistance against the enemies of my person and authority. “ Heaven 
avert,” exclaimed Issmauii, “ that in any case my sovereign should be 
** induced to resign the destiny of his children, to the discretion, or arbitra- 
turn, of the advocates of an impious polytheism ; and this, in defiance of 
” the clearest conviction that were any misfortiiiie to befal him, while 
” ill the Roman territory, his family would be mined beyond redemption. 

** My advice is, on the contrary, to cross the Euphrates immediately, and 
“ proceed intoSyiia ; where his appeatance may effectually deter the inha>' 
imaiits, of that part of the empire at least, from adopting any resolutions 
“ prejudicial to his government. And if, after all, events should there 
turn out contrary to our just hopes and expectations, it will be still in 
** his power to retire into the African provinces ; where the situation of 
my sovereign will he infinitely more desirable, and respectable, than 
“among the iiDpiinis (ireeks.” Worthy Aha llashem,” said Mcrwaun, 

“ thy observations i acknowledge to he consistent with the strictest pro- 
“ priety and truth ; but I am resolvjed to try the issue of one conflict, at 
“ least, with the enemy. If the result should prove favorable, our embar- * 

“ rassments will in a great measure be dispelled. If the reverse, Syria 
“ will yet remain before us.” And on this he appears to have taken his 
final iresolutinii, to proceed in quest of his adversaries. 

in the ntfau time, having received the allegiance of the men of Kufah, 
and of the troops of Khorassaun lately arrived in that city, in the manner * 



Ab61 Abbas, accompanied his tiiicl«, 'proct!edbd‘i|i> 
A. D. 749 . take up his abode in the palace of government. On the day foliovyiiig he 
Khulaussut- caused an encampment to be formed at a station called Hamaum&yt'in, and 
nl-aUibftur. assigned the command of the army which was destined to encounter 
Mey^'aun, to one of those uncles, Abdullah the son of Ally. On the 
other hand, Merwaun, who was also advancing from Harran at the head 
of all the troops he could collect, at the station of Zaub, on the banks of a 
certain river either of that name, or the Luphrates, fell in with the army 
of the house of Abbas; and having there cast his fortune on the hazard of 
a battle, was totally defeated with equal shame and loss: great numbers of 
bis troops perishing in their disorderly flight across the river. This fatal 
discomfiture is by some ♦ ascrilied to the following accident. Whilst the 
armies were standing prepared for battle, in the [iresence of each other, 
Merwaunuinfortunately dismounted from his liorse on some necessary 
occasion; and the animal, being incautiously left at large, immediately 
galloped of!‘among the troops. The latter conceiving from the circumstance 
that their sovereign had perished, wifliout waiting for the attack of their 
advi'rsaries abandoned the field of battle, and dispersed in every direction ; 
winch furnished to the Arab'ans ground for the observation, that Mervvaun 
lost his ihrone and empire, (to avail ourselves for once of the assistance of 
a foreign idiom) puur Hn p6f de chrmbre,^ Hut whatever might have been 
the source of this irretrievable disgrace, the unhappy monarch, in a state of 
despair and destitution, wandered from the scene of consternation across 
the Euphrates, directing his course for the .Syrian frontier. Possessing, 
however, little in his chaiacter to exempt him from the ordinary lot of the 
unfortunate, and the intelligence of his discomfiture having preceded the 
arrival of the forsaken fugitive, the gates of the .Syrian cities in most 
instances were closed against h^m; and he was ultimately constrained to 
continue hi» through Palestine westward, to the confines of Egypt. 

Successful beyond his expectations, Abdullah of the house of Abbas 
proceeded to the neighbourhood of Mossftl; arid having been joined at the 
expiration of a few days by his brothers Salah and Abdussummud, with a 
reinforcement of ten thousand men from Irak, he entered that cidy appas 
cntly without resistance. Kemaining there however no longer thao writ 

* Taiikii ^{izuulab. f KholauMut-ul<akhbaur. 
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ueceHiary to place it in a state of Security, lie left it in chargt Of one of.thp, A.’H.C3CXmjf^ 
adherents of his family, and prosecuted his niarC'i) to Meij, (possibly the A.D.75e. 
'Merj-ij||r>rapmct of a former occasion); ait the towns in the country voluu- Tankh 
tarily submitting on his approach, and adopting with Httie apparent Tebry« 
reluctance the sable badge and livery of the triumphant party. Neither 
does he appear to have experienced any hostile interruption until he 
reached the w<ills of Danvascus. That city, under the directions of VV'alid 
the son of Mauweiah, the cousin of the present, and the grandson of the 
former Merwaun, and in support of a family of whose power it had been 
the cradle, might perhaps have been expected to make a formidable 
defence. But being closely pressed by Abdullah ami his brothers the 
inhabitants quarrelled among themselves, some declaring for the house of 
Abbas, and others adhering to th<‘ir allegiance; and proceeded to actual 
hostilities; in whicii the governor W'alid having however fallen,, aiid the 
pally of the house of Abbas consequently prevailing, the gates were imme¬ 
diately thrown open to the besiegers; who thus became masters of the fair 
metropolis of the Benni Ommeyali without further exertion. IJavitig 
contiiiiK'd at Damascus for some short time, to restore peace and tran(]uiU 
lity to the inhabitants, Abdullah no longer delayed the pursuit of the 
fugitive Merwaun, in search of whom he now advanced with the greatef 
part of his force into Palestine; but, in consequence of instructions from 
Abdl Abbas, he there resigned the further prosecution of this object to his 
brother Salah, with a detachment of ten thousand men ; which was proba¬ 
bly deemed suifieient to drive an abdicated monarch to perish in the burn¬ 
ing sands of Africa. 

Aware of these arrangements the unforUuiatc Merwaun, in order as 
much as possible to retard the progress of bis pursuers, appears to have 
stood his ground, as long as was necessary to- consume the forage and lay 
waste the country; after which he accelerated his flight into Egypt, still 
spreading conflagration in his rear, until be reached rf)Sl&t, or the old (own 
of Cairo. That place, however, affording but very slender ifieans of 
defence, of security, he appears to have crossed to the western side of the 
Nile, and continued his flight along that liver upwards. On the other 
hand Salahj but little retarded by the devastation whirl) had been intended, to 
^ iinpede his approach, pressed through the smoking towns and villages which 
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. seemed to nark the eourse of the unhappy monarch’s flight, until be 
* came to the city, or rather district of S'eyClm; where he resigned the pur- 
■ suit to Autnar the son of Issmauil the Jftrjanian, with an inferi^’ detach¬ 
ment of four thousand horse. At this very period Merwaun is'^stated to 
have halted, for a short repose, at a place called Eyne-usshums, here une- 
tjuivocally represented as the ancient metropolis of Pharaoh.* The designaf- 
tionof “fountain of the sun,” together with the remark, with which, it is 
accompanied, would lead us in speculation to search for the spot high 
up towards Thebes the city of Busiris, and the Heliopolis of antiquity. 
There are, however, other authors who fix this concluding scene indiffer¬ 
ently at Buseir,t of which name there still appears a village, some miles 
above Cairo, on the western side of the Nile; and at Zaut-ul-sellaussil,} of 
which we can form no conjecture,, unless it is the chain of hills which 
appears to stretch eastward of the same river, below Sycne. But as this 
may be a matter of little importance, the author proceeds to describe, that 
his pursuers, arriving at night unexpectedly in the place wh<*re the dis¬ 
tressed fugitive had taken up his precarious abode,, happened to surprise 
perhaps his only domestic, while rubbing down his horse ; and to extort 
flora him, either through apprehension or inadvertency, the discovery that his 
master was lodged in a neighbouring Christian church; to the attack, of 
which, Aumar accordingly conducted his soldiers without the sniallost 
delay. By some means or other, however, Merwaun became apprised of- 
his danger, although not in time to effect his escape ; and having put on 
bis armour, he rushed sword in hand against bis assailants. Being imincdi- 
ately recognized by the Jhrjanian, the latter called out to bis followers, in 
Persian, “ to give it him,” with all their force; on which Abdullah the 
son of Shahaub ul Mauzeny, one of the chiefs, transfixed him with his laace 
below the short ribs, and killed him on the spot. The horsemen now-drew 
round, to contemplate the spectacle flf fallen greatness; a slave belonging 
to the chief who-had put, perhaps a zeekomej period to his misfortunes, dis.<- 
mountfd and struck off" the head of Merwaun; which was as usual, 
ultimately conveyed to Abul Abbas at.Kllfah, to attest his final triumph 
•ver the destiny of his opponent. i 

• Were we not led by tbe Tormer statement, in-tbe opposite direction of jfeydm towards 
Upper Fpypt, we should be disposed to lay the scene of thfe approaching catastrophe ak 
Menbph, (V Memphis, at the head of the Delu. 

f Tarikh gizeidah* + KhoUQS8Ut>ul-akhlaiir,. 
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Tfeui, iti the month of Zilkaudab,* of the year of the Flidjerali one hun- A H.CXXXU, 
direct and thirty-two, would appear to have perished the last Khalif of the« D. 7^0. 
house oflOmmeyah, in the sixty-second year of his age, and after a most Twikh 
perplexiiV ahd turbulent reign of five years and eight or nine months. Tebrjr. 

The ‘<era of his death is further established-in the odious epithet of Kelb^^ f 
‘traitor, false miscreant, bestowed upon him by the illiberal spirit of tjie 
triumphant party, the three consonants of which representing respectively 
tile numerals one hundred, thirty, and two. The appellative of Azrak-ul 
hhr, or blue eyed, has also been sometimes applied to this unfortunate 
prince; and occasionally that of the Jaudian, from a schismatic, or sectary of 
the name of Jaud the son of Derhem, to whose doctrines he is said to have 
been attached. But the designation, by which he is become more generally 
known to succeeding times, is that of Ul Ilummaur,$ which in some of 
the dialects of Arabia is, it seems, intemlod to express the extremity, or 
close of a century ; the power of the'hrtusc of Oinmeyah, which may be 
said to have attained to nearly that duration, concluding with the fall of 
Merwaun ; although it Is commonly supposed that he was entitled Hum- 
maur-ul-Jezzeirah, the ass of Jezzeirah, or upper Mesopotamia, (of which he 
was for some timegovernor under the preceding Khalifs) from the persevering 
obstinacy, the pertinacity, which distinguished his earlier exploits in the field 
of ball ie. In the last place it becomes necessary to state, that if we calculate 
from the month of July of the year six hundred and sixty-one, when 
Imaiitn llussun abdicated his authority iri favorof Manw'eiah, to the month 
of June of the year seven Hundred and fifty of the Christian chronology, 
when Mcrwaiin perished, in the manner just related, on the banks of the 
Nile, the sovereignty of the Ommeyadesor race of Ommeyah, will appear 
to have subsisted for the exact period of eighty-nine years; though the 
power of this celebrated family in subordinate degree, may be traced to 
a much earlier period ; namely tot^khelaji^t of Omar, when Mauweiah, 
as we formerly observed, succeede^xm the death of Abft Obaidah, to the 
government of Damascus. 

We cannot perhaps conclude this volume more properly than with the 
following just and comprehensive reflections, which we derive fiom that 
!KeU kfiowu abridgment of oriental history, tbe Tankh guzeidab. 

S'Jnne 75^ KholauBut-ol-aklibMU. 
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A.n .ClXTljtll. \Vhei) in llie laH stage of his misfortunes it was oskcd of the unhappy 
A. D. 766 . Merwaun, to what circumstance ot Ins goverumeiit lie principally ascribed 
Tarikh ihc sad series of calamities which ultimately produced his ruin ihe is said 
jAzticlah* to have replied, that they had all arisen from the fatal contempt in which 
' he had too lon£> contmucci to hold the designs of Ins adversaries ; from the 
blind presumption with which be had too haughtily relied on his own p^- 
'sonal valour and military skill; but more particularly from his unpardoii> 
able neglect of the earnest and repeated solicitations of Nusser Seyaur, to 
furnish him with the necessary reinforcements, before the enemy should 
have discovered the means of establishing his power. In the same sober 
strain the historian proceeds to remark, that it is worthy of our most serious 
reflection to consider, that the glory of the house of Ommeyah should 
have been extinguished, at a time when it was upheld by the talents and 
experience of such a monarch as MerWaiin ; by the unrivalled valour of his 
general Yezzeid the son of Amrd Hobairah; and by the consummate abilities 
of his minister Abdul Hameid the son of Yaheya, who was second to no 
statesman upon earth in sagacity and political skill. I'or had these thinga 
been otherwise, man, in his short-sighted and imperfect survey of events, 
would have presumed to ascribe the result to the ordinary operation of 
weak counsels, pusillanimity, and indolence. But God Almighty so 
ordained it, to afford us an awful, and striking example, that the fate of 
states and empires doth not depend upon the degrees of human capacity; 
but upon the inscrutable operations of his mysterious providence. 
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O N Saturday, or according to oAers, on Monday, the twenty-fifth oFZiUcaudah, of dio 
tenth of the Hidjerah,* having previously performed bis ablutions; having anointed 
his face with oil, combed his hair and beard, and otherwise purified his person, the prophet 
divested himself of every part of his apparel through which the needle had passed ; and put¬ 
ting on his mantle and drewel#otily,t quitted his chamber. He then dispatched the four 
rekkauts, or incurvations of prayer, prescribed for the hour of noon, in the mosque of Me^ 
deinah ; ader which he took his departure from chat city. At the station of Z4l Khaleifab# 
about seven miles from Medeinah, on the road Co MekCah, he performed the succeeding 
course of prayer with hoo instead of^ur incurvations, or prostrations. On this occasion the 
prophet is stated to have provided, or sent forward, near one hundred for sacrifice, 

one of which had beeti particularly marked and collared by his own hands. The person 
who conducted them had moreover instructions,- in case any of these eonseented animals 
shciuld appear about to perish, to cut its throat; and having smeared the collar with its 
blood, to suspend it to the hunch, on the right sule; au a mark by which both himself an4- 
his associates might be prevented from eating any of the flesh of the animal so disposed of. « 
Immediately on their arrival at Zftl Khaleifah on this occasion, Essma the daughter of 
Onuiss, the wife of Abh Bukker, was delivered of Mahommed the younger brotlier of 
Ayaishah ; and on her application to the prophet for his instructions in what manner to 
proceed, under circumstances of such delicacy and danger, she uas enjoined to secure her 
person in the best manner she was able, against cold and fatigue, without, however, divest¬ 
ing her^elfof the hal/it of the pilgrims, or relaxing in the (lanicular religious restrsJnU by 
which she had bound herself for the sacred visit. The prophet was himself attended, at the 
same time, l>y his daughter Fatima, ail his wives the mothers of the faithful, and fourteen. 


thousand persons from dififerent parts of Arabia^, 
Having, by successive s^^es reached Zcitay|> 
ing prajrer at that statioiiyentered thecity of MAk 


^/pronBrojarter the performance of moriw 
ieakiui from the superior, or higher ude of thu 


town, proceeding iin'upaiately to the temple of the Kaaubsh ; where, having according to 
immemorial usagc^/^luted with his Ujis the Hidjer-ut-assuad, or black stone, in the coruff 
of the 8ariCtuaty,Ti&passed round the hallowed edifice, seven difierent times ; thrice, with 
quick and ; mlU the four last times with g deliberate and solemn pace ; ** iq, 

*S0rde^t.ai^lr. bale iiitbruisyis, **thac his followers might shew ihemselvet* strong and 


■* active ; to cut uft' the ho|)es( 
of Medeinah had rendered the 


^nlidels, who had given out that the immuderate heats 
sak.^ During his itcrformance of this part of the qprey 
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c ’monyt the prophet lo stated to have passed his doah below the right arm, tbrowrmg It 
bis lefb shoulder. 

Tlie process of mr^rlation terminated, Mabommed turned towards the little j^avilion, or 
oratory, called the Mokaum, or station of Jlnauhim, or Abraham ; and havinjqfaddressed m 
!) short Ejaculation to the memoty of that venerated patriarch, he entered the sanctuary of the 
l^aubah ; in the centre of which d)e i/eribimod tw'o rekkauts of piayer. In the first of 
which, after repeating the Fatahah, or preliminaiy' chapter of the Kor&n, he demanded 
aloud the attention of all infideU; and in the course of the second reickaut, having recited 
the Skrut«ul*£khlauss, or chapter of fidelity, (the tnenty.thiid of the Kor&n perhaps) he 
again arose and approached the Hidjer>ul>ai»uad, and pressing his lipe to the tacred mar¬ 
ble. quitted the sanctuary by the gate of Sab. 

Drawing near the hill of that name, in the neighbourhood of Mekkab, he repeated the 
expressions which imported that Safa and Meruab, as monuments of divine justice, were 
both appropriately marked to guide tlie soIeranUies of the pilgi^bagc; that be should there¬ 
fore begin where Oud himself had set the example. On this be proceeded to make seven 
exertions, or courses between Safa and Meruah^ and having ascended the former hill, he 
dinected his face towards the Keblah,' and intently fixing his eyes on the sacred structure 
of the Kaaubah, he repeated three times in adUtinct and solemn tone, the fundamental test 
of his religion—There is no God but God, who is one only without partner,^ associate— 
To him be all power and praise—fie is ever living, ever exempt iVoin decay and death— 
Omnipotent over all things—^There is no God but God, who is one only—^W^ho never pro¬ 
mises what he does not fulfil—Who gives triumph to those who worship him ; dismay and 
destruction to those who have abandoned the belief of his eternal and undivided unity, 
lie then proceeded towards Mount Meru^, advancing with an accelerated stejp; bat hav¬ 
ing reached the middle of the inteivening hollow, or valley, he resumed his slow and 
aleliberate pace; according to Mr. Sale, sometime^ looking back and sometimes stopping, 
like one who had lost something, to represent Hagar the mother of Jsstnauil, seeking water 
for her son. After crossing the valley, he ascended Meruab, where he repeated all that be 
Is just described to have performed on Safa. 

The procession, thus alteinately slow and hurried, being now closed, the prophet gave 
orders that all who had not provided themselves with beasts of sacrifice, should here di\est 
themsdves of the sacred habit, or ehraum, and absolve themselves from the inteidictional 
obligation ; until the roux-c-tezw.elab, / *■ fa" of decoration, when they sliould resume the 
ehraum, all at the same time, iiTf.ie'Vallej^ Meina. That ihose'who were possessed of 
beasts for sacrifice, should continue their habits ; and in their v«*w of interdiction, or 
abstinence, until the day of the Korbaun, or general sacrifice. At thW^same time, he pro¬ 
fessed that had he been aware of what he now experienced, (which it 'w6.'1d be difficult to 
explain) he might have forborne to incumber himself with any kind of ofhertiig, relying on 
the supplies to be procured at Mekkah ; and in that case to bave^t sacred liabit, 

and to be absolved from the engagement of abstinence at the sapne time with his i.'Uo 
Nevertheless, being, as be was, provided on this scare, he could not become so absolved 
Siitil he had offered the accustomed sacrifjoe. Fiitima, 1‘owever, and such of the pro* 
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|9iet*a>»’ives u ureM not piovl^ with their olSeriogit wkb othen of dio boknjfiialoiii yfim- 
were foun^ to be in the seina predicament* were aetotdingly absolved fraai thtw aftnc* 
Ihnonial 4bd put off die habit. . 

Having rioted hhaself from Sunday the finirtb* to Thursday the ei^th of Zilhudje, the [ 
, Roua-e-tezweiah, or day of decoration, Mahoimned proceeded, on the latter of those doys 
ot the bead of his followers, to the valley of MMna; where, at the suted periods, he peiw 
forro^ meridian, afiernoon, and evening prayer respectively ; and here he passed the night. 
Next morning, being the ninth of Zilhutye, having dispatched his early orisons, heproceeded 
after sun rise, towards Arafaut, where be retired into a tent which had been by fats ordeis 
pitched in a private spot for his own Bccommodatioii. There he continued until the sun 
had passed the meridian ; when mounting a she camel, with thetips of her ears sht* or crop* 
ped, he descended to the Batnulwaudy, or hollow of die valley, pronouncing as he went 
along a discourse of singular sublimHy and eloquence; in which he solemnly declared the 
property of his followeni, as well as their persons reciprocally sacred, and invMabfe with one 
another, in the same degiee as Uiey held the solemnities in which they were that <by mutu¬ 
ally engaged in the same sacred city. ** Know,” said lie, ** that 1 have brought under foot 
** the institutes, the usages, of ignorance and infidelity. The homicide Uverefbre which 
** occurred among you previous to the introduction of the true fiutb, and of which the 
** relatives of tlie injured party* are now in the pursuit of iCtaliation, 1 absolve 
** from revenge,->-and the blood tor which 1 shall fint pronounce my absolution, is that o 
my cousin german, Uebbeiah the son of H&retb. In the same manner, and with the same 
** solemnity have I abolished the usurious practices of the period of reprobation { and thecon- 
** ti acts of usury which 1 shall first proscribe, and annuli, are those of my uncle Abbak 
** the son of Alidulmlltulleb ; in order that the praciice of revenge for blood, and the claims 
cf usuiy may be first abrogated in my own family. 

After adverting to some regulations on the tieatment, the seclusion of their women, and 
to some other points in which the gentler sex was concerned, Mahommed observed to Hh 
followrers, that he left among diem a memorial to wiiich, when he was gone, if th^ stead¬ 
ily adhered, they would never be led astray This was the Kor&n. He called upon them 
however, to satisfy him on one important [mint. On the great and awrful day of universal 
judgment, when it sliould be douanded in w hat mannci Mahommed had carried himself 

■ acquitted hims^fiMIi^^ duties of his mission, whether as a 

eqaired to terms they felt themselves 

that awfur Jiy,'* tliey rejdied, ** we shall bear witness 
mmortal trust, in all that appertains to the advancen eat of 
titted thyself with unblemislied integrity; and that in thy cha- 
Ditor, Uiou bast not left the slimiest duty uniierformcd ” On 
kting his finger alternately towards heaven and eaith, tlirice 
9 vitHest t9 Me Jedmeeiun i The call to piayer being then 
f^ietidian service ; and a second call following at a short 
interval, he dispatdied ia conjCmtion with the former course, the ritual for die aflernooti, 
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After wkidirtMumtndBg hil camel, he returned to h!« station on Mhunt Aijefttut, and 
there directing his lyes towards the temple of Mekkah, he continued in prayed and de^ 
meditation, until the sun was set. While thus engaged, Abdullah Abbas at aftubsequent 
period related, that be observed Mabommed to lift up his hands with the palm inward 
'' towards his face, and protest that the mostexceflent form of prayer,* or adoration, devised ’ 
eihier by himself, or the prophets who preceded him, was comprised in these few words. 

There is no God but that God, who is one and without an m8.4ciate,—^He is Omnipotent 
** over all existence.—>H>t alone is power; to him alone be praise."* 

Among the learned it aj^ieari to be a matter of some dispute, whether, during his pre¬ 
sence on Mount Arafaut on this occasion, Mahommed kept fast; and among those who 
are of a contrary belief, is adduced as a proof, an assertion of Omm>uI-Fuxzut, the mother 
of the same Abdullah Abbas, who stated, that while the prophet continued there, she 
sent him a bowl of milk, of which he freely partook ; and from which the people understood, 
that he considered himself under no restraint of the nature alluded to. It was on the same 
day that that portion of the Kor&n, (in the hundred and tenth chapter perhaps—Ul-yftma 
okmauletft-la kftmma-deinkema) which was supposed to indicate the fulfilment of his days 
on eartii, was revealed to the-pre^bet. 

Be this however as it may, after standing on Arafaut until the disk of the sun had entirely 
dJsapiieared below the hori«Mi, Mahommed ag^in mounted his camel, Assauinah the son of 
Zaid being seated bdiind. him, and leading the slit (w crop eared camel by th& reins. And 
in this manner he moved in slow procession to Mozdalifah, an oratory, according to Sale, 
between Arafaut aod Meina; where, to the same call, he performed in tvro Rekkauts, or in¬ 
cut vations, both the evening service, and that prescribed before bed time; and there passing 
the night, thus terminated the ninth uf Zilhudje. 

On the morning of the tenth, before day light, having gone through his devotions in the 
dark, Mahommed proceeded to the Maausher-ul-barkm, or sacred monument; an eminence 
so called, on the further side of Mozdahfah; and there turning bis foce towards the sanctu¬ 
ary of the Kaaubah, he stood, glorifying, and attesting the power, and unassociated unity of 
the godhead, until the day had fully broke. He them hastened before the sun was up, ftom 
the Maausber-ui-haratn, followed bythe wholeoftbaKoiaish, who did not, however, take 
their departure before sun-rise. On this occasion his cousin- Fuzzul the son of Abbas, an 
engaging and beautiful bc^. rode before tlw wt^het; who, as the ijhild, kept perpetuity 
^dng the women who. passed therp 2 M.x»uod \f«eatedly drew his he^ aside, to avert bit 
attention from objects foreign to the sacred cmnibny in which he wasWigaged. On reach¬ 
ing BatenMohasser, the prophet accelerated the pace ofhis camel, amkJby the middle road 
which terminates at the greaur Jeniret, (a stone periwps, or soma species of to rsgulate 

these procesriuns by) and hastening the Jemcet-ul-akkefaab, tothecencre-ittUI«*waudjr,or 
valley of Meina; where he cast alternauly seven stones, repeating fiMieveiy cast 

the Tekbcir, or attestation of God's superkw might, Alla-hb-akbac. Accoidtng to t'lio' 
llgent and indefatigable Sale, these stonea were thrown ** gt.(hieemarks or pillars, m mii^ 
tioii of the patriarch Abraham, who meeting the devil at tUua^lace, and being by him dii» 
** tuibed in bis devotions, or tempted to disobedience, wher was about !<• sacrifice hit 
^gun, was commanded by Cod to drive him away, by Oiruwlng stones at hiai» 
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^Thott^odtei* pretend tiMit tlHerite,or pert of thece r e me n y, le esoldee JbfiMr»«dkrptitch« 
•• evil epi it to iight, on the Mine spot and hy the Mine meane.** In the mean time Mebcnii* 
ned rennnod tfis duoourae of the «lay of Arafiiut» rdative to thereipeet in which hielhllowa 
en were enjoined to hold the blood, the property, end the reputaUon of their brethren ; 
. intenfierdng the diacoaree with a variety of drenmetanoeg regarding the appearance of 
janl, or Anti-christ, hia form and attributaa; and widi a number of initructive obaervatiotta 
on other poinoi of inferior importance. 

Having finished this disoourse, Mahonsmed now proceeded to diapatch the concluding 
eeceiDony of the Mcrifice. The cameU provided hy himaelf, and’ auhaequently added by bia 
aon in law Ally* who had jdned him at Mdckafa a fiew days before* amounted to one bun* 
died. Of these* he cut with his own hand the Morifidal sctecy of shtty diree* that aumbcf 
oorrespondingwith the years ofhis own age. Theremainder were conngned to the knifeof Ally. 
The head of the prophet was then shaved* and hts hair datvoutfy distributed among his wives 
and companions. His followers also proceeded, »me to sfaavn their heads; wiiile ochera 
plucked their hair by the root; Mahommed, u at Hodetbiah* (a circumstance which the 
auUiorof these pages is not able to explain) thrice invoked the mer<y of heaven fbr the lat¬ 
ter. and onoe for the former. He lastly'directed, that a portion of the fledi of ca^ of tho 
camels composing bis ownofTering* diould be boiled together in the same seethihg pot; and 
a sacrificial repast of meat and broth being thus prepared, he socially partook of it with Ally, 
and his chUdren and family* After wlueh* at theptophetls desire. Ally proceeded to make 
a general distribution of the flesh, skins, housings and furoifure* of the whole of the sacri¬ 
ficed camels* among the people at large. Being now finally absolved from the vows of pil¬ 
grimage* Midiommed rode back to Mfdtkah, andjiassing for the last time round thesanctuaiy 
of the Kaaubah, he there ofl’eced up meridian prayers; after which, approaching the well of 
Zemzem, he called aloud to the sons of Ahdulmfitulleb* to draw him some water; alleging, 
that this was a service which he would himself have performed* were he not apprehensive 
that they might be pressed to death in the throng. A bucket of water was accordingly 
bn.«ught him; of which having drank, the whole ceremony of the pilgrimage appears to have 
here terminated. 

This article has been translated from a rather defective manuscript of the Rouzut* 
ussbufTa* which would have been in many parts uttO-ly unintelligible* but for the iliustra* 
tioDs derived from ihei^trucbve preU[mnar]|^^(^^\f^^ ^e*s Korkn* 



NAMIQS AND SU€e£S810K 

OFTHl 

ARABIAN MONTHS, 

TO IN THE COUaSE OF THIS WORK. 

^MMBMssaaas^assasfeas 


I; Mohurrim •• • ^ 30 Day». 

il. Suffer, or Safllar, ^ • - - - S9 ■— 

^l. Rebbpia, or Rat^iii-ul*&wiiJ, the former Rebbeia - 30 —— 

|y. Rebbeia-ul^okher, or Us>sftni, the latter oraecood Ditto 39 — 
V. Jttmmaiudy-ul-awul, the^^rmer Jummaudy - - 30 ■ ■ .. 

¥L Jummaudy-ul-aukber» or jJshskoi, the latter or 3nd Ditto 39 
Vll. Rudjub or Rajeb - 
Vlll. Shabauo - 
IK* Raiofauii <> 

X. Sbavaui - 
XL Zilkaud, or Ziikaudah 
XU. Ziihu^je 


30 

?9 

30 

29 

30 
39 


334 Days 
« Lunar Year. 


/ '1 .; ; u 

Thirty-one Solar years being thus equal to tliirty-two I>^nar years and 
thirteen days. 

The aera of the Hiiiyerab, or flight of Mahommed from Mewa'H, estab¬ 
lished by the Khalif Omar seventeen years after that event, ^nil^r&;^r 
the death of the prophet, is determined to have commenced on tfae^fteentlT 
ff July, A. D. 633. 
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«rr ' 4iifm’dM>P*>»«» 

«jp(b« miulater, wss ooe trii^aiiw. 

lite 4mh ^di^bi9 »(Thtf 
ttMTf, vypiJuUiiMU4d4^, tbeKbA 
9Cl, ' ' Afadallso Omar, read 

brhai'Avar ma name occu^ain tiic sttnj^. . ' ^ 

tS6, ^ 1(9^ ^m.tbf toptJbr ymtiXtii road aOK&ktm^' . 

iCSi. “ ]4i^»M^;inaiigHi^cerefmice,/«ai|E.l|.X^;3P4>M^^ 

tSV' lyfromthe top../&rpwwtaAUy, r»ai fo #ionoa 
SKrlf 14 from tb« boMoiii, dele die aeoond'^Uek '. ;;.',. 

972.. IS from ihatoPf subptitttte a coimna ifor die^MMjli^ 

332.. 3 frtmi the tep,^ diese, w«rf thoeei,! .i. ^v ^ ^Ws 

»82„' IS from die bottom, dele tneifo^d Ma. . , , ';/’■ ; 

StiTp. Sfiom tbeto^^,jftryMWleili'Vw<Vli^ ’ 

3p5v I'Si&om the boj^tno,. d^ the:^poiMl. alter him> 

401 r d fiMb the h^it dele end berare'addresied: 

44r . M from the top,.^ff emlHpacuig, mr</embraced. 

^<V' dittOr deki«M«attmend of the liiie. 

145, 19 frotD the bottom>j/l>r preftriogrreed prefertltag* 

hOS^' 15- from the top,^ turiner,.rciMl further. 

kdS*,- -‘~ ' 4ftomtheb^j^ Abduts^ub, read AbAlzebaubk 
175,' 6 troivadte topydehs to at die bqflnnitlg of the UnOr- 

M 5,. td from the bciaoai,./<iir iwume, Med neaumed. 

I3br' the bottom ru]e,.j«^ mitieimtie, ntod n^Ucipate* 
i\ yr fmm,tbe top^>^ shoj^d,. ^ ahduid, 

U6,. ' 1r4j&mn.thebottem,.ji^oo^ Mmiboe. 

549«. r Sk dM top. rertf aAer evaatov^ 

MO* ' 8 ffomdw bottom of^thrUne,^ cutting* 

Sti7* ^«^bmtomline,>feoi^ flirtetttpire. 

P fiotodittm/or 

Mp,, It from the top,j^l|biiir4,:prrtf^^ 

^ ^ X»tb»iaotmdSe»lp|^i^fbid^ 


945, 

4bSr' 

475r 

485 .. 
49br 

516 .. 
5lil. 

619* 

550» 

567* 


f r 











